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BARGAIN B.0. VALUES UP SHOWBIZ 





To M-G, 20th-Fox Music Biz Expansion 


By ABEL GREEN + 


| 
synchronizations, re- | 
cordings and accented song ex- 
ploitation are among the broad- | 
horizon future potentials stimulating 
further expansion moves in the mu- 
sic publishing business by Loew’s, 
Inc, (Metro), and 20th-Fox film 
companies. What these potentials 
will bé are part of the picture busi- 
ness’ growing belief that the future 
of sound and music will be even 
more vitally linked with films, 
either via synchronization on cel- 
luloid, disk or other form of sound- 
track. 

The current negotiations by these 
two film majors. for acquisition of 
the Bregman, Vocco & Conn music | 
firm, and the purchase of the late 
Harty Von Tilzer’s catalogs and that 
of his brothers, Will and Jules Von | 
Tilzer’s Broadway Music Corp., is a 
step further in the pooling of copy- | 
rights, and it may well become the 
largest single such group of music 
holdings, [It’s rivalled today only 
by the wealth of music in the War- 
ner Bros,’ firms (Harms, Remick, 
Witmark, etc.)] 

Only this week did Metro for- 
mally announce the partnership in- 
terest by 20th-Fox in the vast Rob- 
bins Music Corp. pool, which em- 
braces a number of catalogs. Right 
on the heels of this comes 20th’s 

(Continued on page 11) 


‘Ed Alperson’s Pic On 
Hollywood Will Not 


Television, 





Kid the Film Industry 


Hollywood will. be played straight 
—"“no ridicule and no satire’—Ed- 
ward L.~Alperson declared in New 
York this week concerning the pic- 
ture on the film colony he'll send | 
before the cameras in May. Tagged | 
“The Big Curtain,” pic will be made 
independently for 20th-Fox release. 


-Robert Cummings will be starred. 


Film will show seriously, Alperson 
said, what a producer is, what a di- 
rector is, what an agent is—without 


.the usual kiddigg that goes on about 
They'll be depicted, | 


Holiywoodites. 
Alperson asserted, as the important 
and businesslike gents they are. In 
fact, one of the principal characters 
in the yarn will be shown toppling 
from a peak Hollywood position be- 
Cause he turns playboy and doesn't 
(Continued on page 18) 


METRO’S BIOPIC OF 
WEBER AND FIELDS * 


Joe Weber and Lew Fields, who 
went to Hollywood five years before 
their deaths in the hopes that 
some studio would produce a 
biographical musical on 
careers, are finally to have their 
wish fulfilled—five years after their 
deaths. Metro has just bought a 
story property: dealing with their 
lives and is currentJy prepping it 
for early production,’ 

Fields died on the Coast in 1941 

(Continued on page 62) 





their | 





Wooden Nickels 


Paris, March 4 
Pix theatres in the French zone 
of Germany have developed a new 
version of the “pay as you enter” 
system. Every patron must bring 
with him a piece of wood, as well 
as pay the price of admission, this 
because the management has to use 
wood for heating in lieu of coal. 
Following a complaint from prop- 
erty owners that fans were stealing 
boarding and fences, planking was 
ruled out and only logs accepted. 
Now the shipping trade, which is | 
using logs instead of coal on the 
Rhine boats, is complaining that its 
| fuel is re fast. 


Mrs. FDR Okays 
—-§2-Min. Film On 


| : 
Roosevelt's Life 


| Although she had previously ex- 
| pressed strong objection to a bio- 
graphical picture on her husband 
being produced until a more de- 
tached appraisal of his place in his- 
tory can be made some 20 or 25 
years hence, Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt 
last week placed her unqualified 
okay on a new 82-minute documen- 
tary, “The Roosevelt Story,” for 
which .a major release will be 
sought. Pic, to .be completed in 
* (Continued on page 54) 


Court Reveals Guild 
Values “Okla.” Pix 
| Rights at Only $7,000 











Although film rights to “Okla- 
| homa!”, 
package, have been variously esti- 
}mated at 
ifrom $500,000 to $750,000, these 
| rights, as it appears on Guild reports, 
are carried at only $7,000. 

This was disclosed when Judge 
| John Clark Knox, in federal court in 
N. Y., yesterday (4) rendered an 
opinion that the Guild’s books and 
records be examined by a bondhold- 
ers committee. Latter, represented 
»y Handelman & Ives, filed suit 

ainst the Guild a year ago for 
$360, 000 which bondholders claim is 
due them on original financing of 
| the Guild. Listing of “Oklahoma!” 
| pix rights at only $7,000, on reports 
submitted to bondholders, led to de- 
mand for inspection of Guild's books 

Guild hasn’t dickered with any 
film companies on_ screening of 
“Oklahoma!”, despite many over- 
tures, feeling it has plenty of time 
to film the hit musical after the N.Y. 
and road companies have played 
themselves out. This still looks 
years away. There is no film price 
{on the show. 


+ 
| 


Potentials of Video, Disks Among Cues’ [,(]|] 





i Par is the 


the Theatre Guild's prize | ; 


being worth anywhere | 


‘ conservatively 





} 
‘ 
! 
| Give ‘em bargains, and they’ u 


buy! That's the keynote of the pub- 
| Aie’s amusement shopping’ these 


ays, and there are enough. straws | 
in the show business wind to stress | 


that factor. The trend has definite- 
ly become set against the gyp-and- 
take, free-and-easy spending of the 
lush war-boom days. 
The price factor in 
shopping is becoming 


amusement 


important as evidenced by two 
Broadway developments. Firstly, 
showmen throughout the country 


are studying results of the Para- 
mount theatre’s drastic price cut; 
secondly, they're eyeing cafes now 
advertising full-course dinners and |} 
| big shows starting at $1.25. 

While it is stressed that the N. Y. 
exception to the rule; 
that chain cinemas, nabes and de- 
luxers are. holding the line more 
than the big Broad- | 
way showcase, nonetheless, niteries, 
eateries, dancehalls, etc., are falling 
in line with the trend to give the 
customers more for their money. 

Showmen now concede that the 
picture business had to decide some 
time ago whether it was to be a 
50c. or $2 business. Pix, by nature 
of its mass appeal, 
b.o. tariffs to the popular purse. 

The Paramount price policy has 

(Continued on page 18) 


French Embassy in D. C. 
Protests U. S$. Showing | 
Of German-Made ‘Bel Ami’ 


French 





| 


embassy in Washington | 
partment, it has _ been 
against release in this country of 
the German-made version of “Bel 
| Ami,” 
| theatre in New York’s Germanic 
| Yorkville sector. French 
that the film, made by Willy Forst 
i in 1937, was designed purely as anti- 





in Paris when shown by the Nazis 
| during the occupation. 

State Department is reportedly 
| perturbed, but there’s nothing it can 
, do, since the film was legally pur- 
chased and brought into the U. S. 
from Austria by German film distrib 

(Continued on page 62) 


increasingly | 


must gear its | 


has made protests to the State De- | 
learned, | 


currently playing the Casino | 


maintain | 


| French propaganda. It created riots | 








| Foys En Masse on Air 


For the first time 
Seven Little Foys will be together 
jfor a performance on March 20, 
| When six brothers and sisters of 
ey Foy, Jr., join him on 
| Music Hall,” NBC show. Family 
has been scattered around the coun- 
try, three on the Coast, one in Dal- 
jlas and one in Albuquerque. with 
| Eddie Foy, Jr.. in New York. He's 
been a regular on KMH since the 
first of the year. 

It'll be the first all-Foy Family air 
show. 


since 1921 the 


Mayer Sheds Race 
Silks in Blaze 
| OF $$ Glory 


By GEORGE. E. PHAIR 
Hollywood, March 4 
Louis B. Mayer checked out of the | 
| horseracing game in the most spec- 
\tacular vendue ever staged in these | 


| 


just that and nothing more, but 
when the horseflesh brings a total 





| of $1,553,500 on the hoof, it is a| 


Sar on and nothing less. This aue- 
tion sale, apart from the fat hunks 
| of coin involved, was an Oscar win- 
|ner in its class, luxuriously produced 
land dripping with sentiment as the 
|'four stars of the Mayer menage, 
Busher, Stepfather, Honeymoon affd 
| Be Faithful, were sold down the 
river for an aggregate price of 
| $570,000. 
bullion yield will come from Mayer's 
| brood mares and stallions this sum- 
mer and sale of his weanlings in 
the fall. 
In all, 
(Continued on page 54) 


“Kratt | 


parts. Ordinarily a horse auction is | 


An even more spectacular | 


60 hayburners of varying | 


A GIVE EM RCA Biggies Predict Video Boom On 
NFY'S WORTH Coast Where T- Day Waits Green Light 


Hollywood, March 4. 

Television will be a billion-dollar 
busipess within the next half dozen 
| years and before that time a trans- 
|continental network reality. Those 
are the words of the Radio Corp. of 
America execs here to oil the cogs 
of “T-Day,” March 10, And in pri- 
vate they are admitting that in 
|RCA’s thinking it will eventually 
| dwarf radio, with “film as important 
to the medium as music is to ra- 
dio.” 

In RCA’s schedule. Los Angeles 
and the Coast area in genera! will 
| be allotted 10 percent of their en- 
tire estimated output of 150.000 this 
year. That coupled with the over- 
all national potential of 350,000 sets, 
similarly allocated, should put L.A, 
on the video map with a bang-up 
35,000 sets and seven stations feed- 
{ing them by 1947's end. 

“T-Day” hypoing started Feb, 26 
with the opening of a two-day trade 
and press RCA demonstration in the 
Ambassador hotel's Gold Room. 
There the chosen few (90 of over 
400) RCA dealers supplied by Leo 

(Continued on page 62) 


NOW ‘DR. KILDARE’ MUST 
BE OK FOR TELEVISION 


Marking a revolutionary step for- 
| ward in television's use as medium 
|of education, RCA engineers telecast 
four operations from the surgical 
‘amphitheatre of Johns Hopkins Univ. 
in Baltimore last Friday (28) and 
| Saturday. More than 300 alumni of 
the university, on hand for an an- 
nual reunion, witnessed the opera- 
| tions in an adjacent room, with suc- 
cess of the experiment proving that 
video has a definite place in an op- 
}erating room, j 

Use of television in this way will 
permit the instruction of a far 
greater number of students at one 
time than has been possible hereto- 
fore, at the same time giving the 
students a better view of surgical 

(Continued on page 62) 













































































Nat’! B.O. Avenene<-006| 


Slash in admish tap at the 
Paramount, N. Y.. appears to be 
an isolated instance, with the na- 


tional b.o. average remaining 


steady at 46c, according to Gal- 
lup’s Audience Research Insti- 


tute. ARI includes a query of 
admission prices in at least one 
of its nationwide cross-section 
ballots each week 

According to ARI v.p. and 
general manager James L. Wol- 
coit. national average has re- 
mained steady for months. It 
had previously gone up, how- 
ever, in one year from 4242c w 

| the 46c figure. 
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All-Girl Orchestra and Choir 


Conducted by 
PHIL SPITALNY 
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Billion Gross Reached by Show Biz Pitching Horseshoes 
3 _ Pitching Horses 
e * ae } ) af 
For Ist Time in “46; ix Alone Top Mark , By Billy Row = 
, What would you do if your house caught fire? 
=e “ Stand in the living room and tell jokes to the kiddies? 
Washington, March 4. In a pig’s ear you would! Chances are you'd run around like crazy ang 
‘- Show biz hit its first $2,000,000,000 My Favorite Story do the silly things people always do when the unexpected hits them. . 
‘ gross in 1946, according to Govern- i ut f Well then, actors aren't people. 
i ment figures released over the week- gf peep RS Sieh When a fire breaks out in a theatre, the actor generally steps down to 7 
end. The totat Stearn ine Bere ntasrae chasers the footlights and clowns to keep the audience from frightening itself inj 
: cates that motion pictures alene et = —. we picts Sor a panic. 0 the 
: | reached that magic circle last year, | 1 ae vdbaagee th 2 week and I could fill many a column with stories of how actors saved lives py os 
for its all-time’ record, Diwwing sky-| 10: she tried to keep secret split-second thinking in an emergency. pat 
high the previous top achieved in| | - inat she needed gin—an ex- The heroes ‘of the classic example were a couple of cockney comics spl 
1945 ont amount of “gin — to get named Howard and Hawkins. Howard sang patter songs and Hawking the 
Uncle Sam's take—at the 20% | through her performance. This See th pointed up his jokes by manipulating a huge cigar. One night, while they spe 
bite—amourited to $458,271,763 last! was measured out for her by her ; , were playing a Chicago theatre, fire broke out in the wings, and the stage, che 
year. Thus, aside from the tax, the maid. If she were given too 246th WEEK! filled with smoke. The crowded house was one scream away from a panic, joll 
business done by theatres, niteries, much, gin, her performance was KEN MURRAY’S Hawkins was offstage at the time, making a costume change. When Howard 
sports, etc., was a smash $2,291,358 | very slow and dignified. If she “BLACKOUTS OF 1947” saw the smoke, he broke off in the middle of his song, winked at the cus. [ 
815. These totals could not be fig-| were given too little, she was ; " d, Cal tomers, and cracked, “ 'Awkins ‘as lit up that blankety-blank cigar again” lyv 
it ured until Sunday night, when the inaudible. We opened the show El Capitan Theatre, Ho — ’ -" It got a big laugh and the audience settled back in their seats. A minute pu 
‘ae Government released the tax on box-| out of town, and for the first “Best evening’s entertainment in | jater, the blaze was under control. lib 
al office business done im December,| performance, her maid, playing | America. Ken Murray is great. Which brings me to what happened at the Ingrid Bergman show last ied 
BE 1946. The tax collected on_ that safe, gave her too little gin. After | FRED ALLEN. | week. 
a month's turnstile-spinning amounted the performance, in her dress- | I was seeing my dream girl in “Joan of Lorraine” for the third time, : 
He ii to $37,084,760, comfortably ahead of ing room, following the «usual * In the second act, a woman sitting in the first row started to sob. The sob is 
i. r the $33,741,349 for December, 1945. compliments, I told her that she Antoinette e became a moan, and the moan became a shriek. People all over the theatre up 
ee A couple of days earlier, Uncle couldn't be heard. I could see stood up. No one knew what was happening. It was a moment where gu 
Sam released the figures on his ex- her mind searching desperately ‘ one unthinking shout might have sent the audience stampeding for the fo: 
aaa cise tax collections for 1946. How- for some alibi, and then she said, e exits, Fire travels fast—hysteria travels faster. 
ever, these figures, on which some pointing -to her obviously false Theatre itations As usual, an actor saved the situation. Before I tell you what happened, pu 
; tradepapers reported the year’s busi- row of molars, “Oh, that will be I have to tell you something about the show. do 
Ae i ness several days ago, cover the box- all right in New York. These are 4 “Joan of Lorraine” is a play within a play. It opens on a bare stage, m 
: office period only from Dec. 1, 1945, my road teeth.” e © | where a company of actors is rehearsing a drama about Joan of Arc. Ingrid to 
TP to Dec. 1, 1946. They do not inclide) ih er e Bergman plays the Maid of Orleans. An up-and-coming actor named Sam W) 
: December, 1946. Thus, the take last | »,. ° Wanamaker portrays the director who is staging the play about Joan. vi 
year was a little higher than in these | Distribs Hypo L. A. P ; Functions Like a Director m 
. early reports. First annual awards in the name Throughout the evening, Wanamaker functions like a director at a real ul 
F The generally accepted estimate Nabe Ad Budgets For of the late Antoinette Perry, war- | rehearsal. Sometimes he’s on stage telling actors how to read their lines, a 
ce. for pictures is about 90% of the | time chairman of the American | Sometimes, when they’re running through a scene, he sits out in the audi- , 
4 totals. On this basis, if the national | A d S tak Theatre Wing who died last year, | ence and listens. Occasionally, he interrupts and makes suggestions, He t 
; take was $2.291,358,815 at the box- Ca weeps es will be given at.a supper April 6 at | talks to stage hands, hollers light cues to the electrician, and generally p! 
office, then pictures did a $2,062,222,- Hollywood, March 4. {the Hotel Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y.| bosses the works. _ ; tc 
000 business, or about $250,000,000' More Academy Aware coatests | There will be no plaques, no “bests” Maxwell Anderson's drama is acted out scene by scene through these | 
better than in 1945, the previous high | might be the answer to exhibitor | 20r “firsts” when the citations are | interruptions. It’s so cleverly written and staged, the paying audience gets 


year. |prayers on high rentals. With the | made though the exact nature of the | 
|award fever pushing up the mercury | honors will not be disclosed now by | 
‘in Los Angeles and its environs, Par- | the Wing, which is sponsoring the | 
‘amount came through with a bizarre | Perry awards. Those honored will | 
be chosen from all branches of the | 


the illusion it’s watching an actual rehearsal. 

In the second act, the play within the play reaches its climax in the trial 
scene. The English Inguisitors lash out savagely at Joan (Ingrid) and 
threaten to burn her at the stake unless she admits her visions are evil. A 
man with a black hood enters and with him comes the hint of thumbscrews 


Denies Probe 


Meanwhile, spokesmen for the 
Bureau of Internal Revenue repudi- | ar tc: tae Maotan eaten: in Chak | 
ated stories printed in some trade |} oller to the Esquire a in : 
papers last week (not VARIETY) that | locality. Par tendered its pic, “To | theatre, = ts ong it ae os ey ee aratectaill 
the Bureau had made a special sur- | Each His Own” to the Esqyire man- The scope of the selections will | wh i uring this scene that the woman down ron _ y! a 
vey of taxes collected on theatre agement to play free of all rentals— | change yearly, dependent upon the at appened during the next sixty seconds was one of the neatest things 

1946. The reports|and with the distrib guaranteeing | outstanding developments expected I ever saw in a theatre. 


q 
; 
{ 
5 
4 


admissions in 





: . ; i % Sam Wanamaker casually walked out on stage. “Stop the rehearsal,” 
< _|a weekly outlay of $5,000 on adver- | to be discerned each season. Ex . — = L ; e 

eae pocacam. mei waive maceier ad tising and exploitation. | pected, too, that the larger propor- he said quietly. Let’s try the scene with a little more light. He looked 
het ale ¢ th Sok gp ay Amnsvet be. deat ttielh Ok stab Mlona | tion of the citations will be awarded | Offstage. “Throw on the houselights, he told an electrician. Then he 

wnat snare 0 e ov ; is t new talent rather than | turned to the cast. “Relax for a minute while I see how it looks from out 


-sions taxes: have come from thea-| is entered for best actress perform- |‘ Young, 


tres, motion pictures or otherwise,” 
said one official. 
do not have the information our- 
to anyone else. Any report that we 
made such a survey and quoting 
such figures would be entirely fic- 
titious.”’ 
Internal Revenue monthly and 
annual reports lump the take on 
theatres, circuses and _ carnivals, 
swimming pool admissions, amuse- 
ment parks, etc. It gets these lump- 


“Obviously if we | , 
| patrons are many of those qualified | energies 
selves we could not have given it | 


ance based on her chores 


in the | mose who already have achieved 
Paramount film. Among the Esquire’s 


success. Miss Perry had devoted her 
in encouraging young 
to vote in the contest. The offer, [ nee 

strangely -enough, was turned down | 


by “the theatre, which plunked for 


retaining “Brief Encounter,” its cur- . . 
& | There is a committee looking over 


rent tenant, 
gp, | the field but the final choice of 
Par, thereupon, closed a deal with | those accoladed will be determined 


the Academy, where it is currently | }y the wing's board, which is made 


playing, with the company laying é: 
out heavy coin as obbligato. Same | "P of all branches of the entertain- 


will not be the determining factor; 
| players in flops may also be cited. 


Success of a show or otherwise | 


front.” 
| The actors got it. Ingrid Bergman walked over and began chatting with 
the Inquisitors. The man in the hood lit a cigarette. 

Wanamaker went down into the audience. He planted himself near the 
hysterical woman. “Bring up the footlights,” he called to an assistant, 
And then he turned to the jittery woman, who was now sobbing softly, and 
asked her what she thought of the new light set-up. 

Ten seconds later, it was all over. The woman quieted down, the house © 
lights were dimmed, and Wanamaker signaled the actors to resume the 
scene. 

When the curtain dropped at the end of the play, Miss Bergman got the 


sustained applause she has received at every performance since opening 
night. 


ent world, .The supper, open to all 
in show business, will also serve as 


a reunion for those who participated 


practice is being followed by RKO 
for two films, “Sister Kenny” and 
“Its a Wonderful Life.” “Kenny,” 


But when Sam Wanamaker came out for his bow, the audience got to its 


ed figures from the various regional feet and whooped and hollered: 


offices and merely adds them to- 
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gether. 


A-C, GLORIA JEAN, 





VALLEE FOR BRITAIN 


Indie agent Eddie Sherman, set- 
ting Yankee names for Britain via 
the newly formed International En- 
tertainment, Ltd., has booked Ab- 
bott and Costello, opening London, 
July 2; Gloria Jean, starting a 10- 
week tour, April 22, and Rudy Val- 
lee inked for 10 weeks, opening date 
not yet set. 

With the exception of Abbott and 
Costello, who'll remain for four 
weeks because of picture commit- 
ments for Universal-International, 
all talent will appear for 10 weeks. 


Lastfogel, Stein West 





Heads of two major agencies leave | 


New York for the Coast this week. 
Abe Lastfogel, William Morris 
agency general manager, leaves to- 
morrow (Thursday) after a three- 
month stay in the east, while Jules 
C. Stein, chairman of the Music 
Corp. of America board, departs 
Friday (7) after a three-week stay. 

Lew Wasserman, MCA president, 
is due in New York from the Coast 
today (Wednesday). 





SELZNICK SIGNS COPA GAL 


Judy Hall, Copacabana chorine 
doubling as a model, has been signed 
by David O. Selznick to a seven- 
year term contract starting at $300. 
Miss Hall came to Selznick’s atten- 
tion via a recent spread in Life mag. 

Jack Bertell arranged the deal. 





Gee. Tobias In Hosp 
Hollywood, March 4. 
Actor George Tobias is in Cali- 
fornia Lutheran Hospital for obser- 
vation of an internal disorder. 


playing in the $00-seater Regina, is 
dragging down a $4,000-$5,000 week- 
ly ad-exploitation budget. “Wonder- 





ful Life” is receiving the same lavish 
| treatment while tenanting the West- 
wood Village theatre 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Robert Ardrey 
Joan Barton 
Robert Bassler 
Nate Blumberg 
Alfred Burt 

Billy Burton 

Allyn Butterfield 
Constance Collier 
Everett Crosby 
Richard Day 
Jimmy Dorsey 

Art Fellows 
Florence George 
Paulette Goddard 
Fred Goetz 

Harry Gold 
Richard Gteene 
Franklin M. Heller 
Glynis Johns 

Jay Richard Kennedy 
David Lewis 

Anita Loos 
Jeanette MacDonald 
Paul Mantz 

Ilona Massey 
Victor Mature 
Burgess Meredith 
Fred L. Meltzer 
Stan Meyer 

Lewis Milestone 
George Montgomery 
Argyle Nelson 
George Raftery 

Hal Roach, Jr. 
Allene Roberts 
George Schaefer 
Boo Boo Scharf 
Joseph M. Schenck 
Nicholas M. Schenck 
Gradwell Sears 
David O. Selznick 
Dinah Shore 
George A. Smith 
Charles K. Stearn 


” 





John Wildberg 


in the Wing’s war services. 


Ringlings’ Final $1,000,000 
In Hartford Fire Damages 


| Ringling Bros. & Barnum & Bailey 
_etreus still has outstanding $1,000,000 
|) 45 @ result ef its disastrous fire in 
Hartford, Conn. several years ago. 
| Although total claims and damages 
mounted to $4,000,000, circus was 
jcovered only io the extent of 
$500,000. 

Show corporation has already paid 
off $2,500,000 and is paying the re- 
mainder in installments. 

Blaze, in which 168 were killed 


and many injured, occurred July 6, 
1944. 











KANIN’S BOOK OPTION 
Garson Kanin has picked up an 
option on Robert Neumann's book, 
“Children of Vienna.” 
He plans to dramatize it for a legit 
production. 


N. Y. to L. A. 
Jerry Bergen 
Earl Blackwell 
William Brenner 
Howard Dietz 
Marty Goodman 
Erie Johnstor 
Mr. and Mrs. Abe Lastfogel 
Bernard Lewis 
Ted Mossman 
Harold J. Mirisch 
Jean Sablon 


N. Y. to Europe 
Robert Benjamin 
Paulette Goddard 
Arthur W. Kelly 
Arthur Krim 
David Lewis 
Arthur Pincus 
Europe to N. Y. 
George Chavchavadze 
Maurice Chevalier 
Edward Perkins 
George Ivan Smith 








Ninon Vallin 





It was probably the first time in many years that a member of her sup- 
porting cast received more applause than the talented Ingrid. 


I don't think she minded a bit. 


Copyright, 1947, 


Billy Rose) 





Benny Gives Sister 
Father’s 376 Estate 


Chicago, March 4. 

Jack Benny’s sister, Mrs. Florence 
Fenchel, will be given entire $37,109 
estate left by her father, Mayer 
Kubelsky, after Benny waived his 
interest and filed disclaimer last 
week which left Mrs. Fenchel the 
sole legatee. 

Kubelsky, former Waukegan, Ill. 
clothier, died last October, providing 
in his will that estate be shared by 
Benny and his sister. Net sum, 
after debts and expenses are de- 


ducted, amounts to $26,119, accord- 
ing to inheritance tax return. 


Judy Garland as ‘Annie’ 


Hollywood, March 4. 
Metro handed Judy Garland the 
Ethel Merman role in the film 
adaptation ef “Annie Get Your 
Gun.” 
Studio recently bought screen 


rights to the Rodgers-Hammerstein 
stage production for $650,000. 








Considine’s Next at M-G 


Bob Considine heads for the Coast 
next week to do an original about a 
sportswriter for Metro. He’ll work 
with scripter Frank Wead and pro- 
ducer Sam Marx, same combo who 
collabed on “The Beginning or the 
End.” 


While Hearstman Considine is 
fundamentally a sportswriter, the 
Metro film chore will not be auto- 


' biographical. 








DANNY KAYE SEEN SET 
FOR DISKS BY VICTOR 


RCA-Victor has been negotiating 
a recording contract with comedian 
Danny Kaye, Conversations have 
reached the stage where a pact is 
likely shortly. 

Kaye was last with Columbia Rec- 
ords. 





H’wood Party Would 
Finance AA Club 


Hollywood, Match 4. 
Alcoholics Anonymous is going s0- 
cial, and all to get itself a perma- 
nent clubhouse with the proceeds of 
2 party planned for April 19. Soiree 
will be sans spirits, being a punch, 
coffee ‘n’ cake affair, tossed at the 
Highland Avenue memorial head- 

quarters of the American Legion. 


Bill Wilson, bellwether of the 
barleycorners, will address the 
gathering via long distance tele- 


phone from New York, and a host , 
of celebs is being rounded up for 
entertainment. 





Joe Frisco’s Dates 

Joe Frsco, who’s been laying off 
for years because few would shell 
out the $1,500 he felt he was worth, 
has been lured back to work by two 
$1,500 weekly offers. The stuttering 
comic has been set for the Five 
O'Clock club, Miami, starting Friday 
(7) and follows with the Tic To, 
Minneapolis, 

Frisco is said to have been talked 
into the date by agent Jerry Rose”, 
who pointed out that if he gets dow® 
to Miami in advance, he'll be able 
to get in a few days at Hialea. 
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That New York Fling 


The Hollywood boys and girls are getting careless again on 


their New York holidays. 
or in the interests of “meeting 
parties,” “public relations,” 
spire to great relaxation. 


or just a frank loaf, 
But personal misbehaviorism is ever 


The eastern jaunts, between pictures 


the exhibitors,” “press cocktail 
naturally in- 


the target of the casual public eye. There’s no alibi for making a 


spectacle of one’s self, even if 


Unfortunately, 
lywood visitors follow 
public. True, it’s a discriminat 
liberal and understanding in its 


the 
chooses to understand that this is all good clean fun, 
jolly mements, just-being-yourself, 


most sympathetic audience 
uninhibited 
and all the rest of it. 


the eatery-drinkery-nitery orbit that the Hol- 
is also privy to a large segment of 
ing 


the 
public and, if perhaps, more 
attitudes towards those things, 


none the less it’s too much ammunition for the finger-pointers. 


The New York newspaper 
is also as understanding as the 
up for their 
guests would get short shrift 


famous guests. F 
in many of these same spots if not 


bunch which patrols the class cafes 


bonifaces who frequently cover 
rankly, many of these famous 


fortified by glamour—and a bevy of protecting home-office film 


publicists whose job, usually, is 


to absorb the punches. This is 


done on the practical basis that the film company has an invest- 


ment in this or that Hollywood 


personality, and it’s insurance 


to provide any errant stag on the loose with a diplomatic flack 
who does everything from tipping the taxi to underwriting the 


visitor’s hotel, 
modations. 


restaurant, theatre and nocturnal fun and accom- 
But even some of the N.Y. newspaper people are fed 


up with certain Hollywood characters, and when the peccadillos 


reach the public prints (and attendant syndication), 


the very 


thing that the picture companies are seeking to protect and 


preserve is inevitably destroyed. 
to boxoffice values, 


The word already has gone 


In short, it resolves itself down 


out from some of the eastern 


executives that certain Hollywood names, including both sexes, 


perhaps had better not get too 
hearth. 
pictures, 
Pantene the atnichates- sts 


This postwar ability to flit back-and-forth, 
is too easy for some of them. 


far away from the home-and- 

between- 

They'd be smart not to 
Abel. 





U. S. Exhibs Resist Metro’s Foreign . 


Imports, Claiming 


Metro International’s program of # 
importing top foreign films for gen- | 
eral Metro. release in the U. S. is | Buckner Ankles WB 
currently running into many diffi- After Jack Warner Row 
culties, chief among which is the | Saltetread. tiaite d 
antipathy of most exhibs, in the key Hollywood, wes a 
cities as well as small towns, against Robert Buckner, Warner producer, 
playing foreign product. Another | 4kled the lot March 1, after 20 | 
difficulty encountered, which was years, over dispute with Jack L. 
unforeseen when the program was | Warner on Buckner's last picture, 
first inaugurated, i. the intensified | “Life With Father. ee . 
competition among American dis- | Warner beefed Father” took too 
tribs, most of them indies, for for- | much time and was over budget. 


eign films. Latter factor has boost- 
ed the price sky-high. 

Arthur Loew, Metro International 
prexy, reportedly instituted the idea 
to cement relations with foreign 
producers by proving to them that a 
U. S. market 
their product. Loew hoped this 
would forestall any further attempts 
by foreign nations to set up quota 
restrictions on American product. 
To insure tne most possible U_ S. 
playdates for the imports, their sale 
was turned over to a special di- 
vision of the Metro domestic sales 
Staff (which also handles Metro re- 
issues), headed up by William B. 
Zoellner, 
his post as Atlanta exchange man- 
ager especially for the job. 

To date the company has released 
three foreign films in the program. 

(Continued on page 22) 


SPYROS SKOURAS TO 





S. A. AFTER L. A. TRIP: 


Spyros Skouras, 20th-Fox prexy, 


is slated to leave for the Coast to- | 


morrow (Thursday) for a week's 
huddles with studio execs. Skouras 
returned to the homeoffice from the 
Coast less than two weeks ago and, 
for the last several days, has been 
confabbing with Joseph M. Schenck, 


20th production exec now in New 
York, concerning methods of cut- 


ting production costs. 

Skouras also plans a trip to South 
America later this month for busi- 
ness purposes but will return to the 
homeoffice before heading south. 





Zukor’s Tucson Stay 
Hollywood, March 4 


Adolph Zukor left March 2 for 
Tucson after a Paramount studio 
Visit. 

Par board chairman will visit 
daughter, Mrs. Mildred Z. Loew, in 
Tucson, then returns to New York 


April 1. 


actually existed for | 


| circuit, 
| gether a large group of houses for | 


who was brought in from | 


1 i 
ris = 


‘OK for Arties Only’ 








Mirisch Eyes 25 
St. Loo Theatres; 
Also Plans Prod. 


Harold J. Mirisch, who resigned 
recently as film buyer for the RKO 
is endeavoring to get to- 


'his own operation. Included in the 


'chain, it is understood, are the 25 


houses or thereabouts of the St. 
Louis Amus. Corp, They are now 
|operated by Harry Arthur, whose 


| lease is understood about to expire. 
| Between $3,500,000 and $5,000,000 is 
' said to be involved in the deal 
| Mirisch is attempting to swing. 
Possibly associated with the for- 
mer RKOite in operation of the cir- 
cuit he is attempting to build will 
be Maurice Maurer, who runs the 
| houses of the City Investing Corp, of 
New York. which owns the Astor 
and Victoria on Broadway. 
er’s -interest would be entirely 
sonal and have no connection 
(Continued on page 18) 


per- 
with 





Remove Commies From 


Union Posts—Johnston 


Washington, March 4. 

that members of the 
Communist party were agents of a 
power. Eric Johnston, Mo- 
Assn. head. asked Con- 
bar them holding 
leading union posit Testifving 
before House Labor Committee, 
Johnston said that he had no specific 
for a bill 
said employer-union 
would 


on 


Charging 


foreign 
| tion Picture 


to fron 


gress 


ions. 


estion agaiust the 


igs 
Commies, Dut 
cooperation 


(Continued 


be 


page 54) 
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England’s full-scale social and 
economic. crisis, highlighted cur- 
rently by the fuel famine but gauged 
by foreign experts as a deepgoing 
and permanent aspect of her war- 
exhausted economy, is steadily 
growing into the No. 1 worry of 
American film industry execs. At 
stake is 55 to 60° of the industry’s 


$200,000,000 annual foreign take, a 
total that exceeds the full net profit 
of $130,000,000 accrued by film com- 
panies during the peak year of 1946. 

With Britain's - stemming 
from a lack of hard money with 
which to pay off her rising inter- 
national debt, observers foresee as 


woes 


7 oe 


| 
| 
| 


Par Sales Exec 


compulsory the intensification of the | 


of 
Siate: S! 


belt-tightening 
ally curtailed 
ship problem before U. S. film exec 
to forestall blunt the 
of the “we-want-bacon-not- 
Bogart” agitation sure to be renewed 
against Hollywood’s product. 
American industry leaders recog- 
nize that the days of vacillation in 
treating this problem are rapidly 
(Continued on page 24) 
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‘Jolson Story’ Col.’s Top 
Grosser Admits Y.P. 
[In Suit by Shuberts 





Maur- | 


improved if | 


“The Jolson Story” is the biggest 
grosser in the history of Columbia, 
feesnen th. to pre-trial testimony of 
| Nate Spingold, veepee in charge of 
|} advertising and publicity, in 
New York supreme 
jand Jacob J. Shubert 
icompany as the pic’s 
| Spingold told Charles H. Tuttle, 
Sbubert’s lawyer, that Columbia 
plans the expenditure of $730,000 on 
the film’s exploitation, a record sum 
for the company, and has already 
paid out $570,000 in plugging the 
pic. 
Spingold promised Tuttle 
(Continued on page 


against the 
distributor. 


to pro- 
54) 
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‘Jolson’s’ Loew Record 
According to Loew’s circuit 
execs, “Jolson Story“ has cracked 
all attendance and_. boxoffice 
records in the metropoli- 
tan New York neighborhood 
chain with the possible excep- 
tion of “Gone With the Wind,” 
which played at advanced prices, 
In the circuit's 61 houses 
which have played or are 
playing the film (no exact figures 
are available since the run isn’t 
completed as yet) it’s highly 
possible that “Jolson” will pass 
“GWTW” in b.o. receipts. 


| 








drastic- 


RIT. CRISIS FATEFUL TO U.S. PIX 








MPA’s Worldwide Free-Trade Pitch 


Marks Move Vs. British Pix Quota 





Harold L. Smith to Brief 


McCarthy, Then Due in U. "84 ae 


Paris, March 4 

Harold L. Smith, who is about to 
turn over his post as Motion Picture 
Assn. rep here to Col. Frank Me 
Carthy, will head for the U. S. in 
late April 

In the interim, he'll brief Mc- 
Carthy, who is expected in this week, 


and take a vacation. 








| Wold ic Fim |= 


Snags on Screen | 


Hugh Owen, eastern and southern 
sales manager of Paramount, has 
discussed with sales veepee Charlie 
Reagan a proposai for taking the 
| picture industry’s problems to the 
public, right at the source of mer- 
chandising. 

Owen argues that The New York 
Times, vexed with the Russian dip- 


the | 
court suit of Lee | 


| Richard 


lomatique idea of restricting cover- 
age of the Moscow peace conference 


| to two Timesmen, tells its readers 
that, because of international fol- 
de-rol, there wiil not be the 10 crack 
political reporters in Moscow, to 
represent the N. Y. Times, as de- 
sired, but only two; and, according- 
ly, the news coverage may be only | 
(Continued on page 24) 


1-MAN CONGRESS REP. 
TO PROBE H’WOOD 


Washington, March 4. 
Hollywood may get a double-in- 
brass one-man probe shortly by Rep. 
M. Nixon (R., Cal.,). 
member of both 
and un-American 


Nixon, 


Labor activities 


j committees, will reportedly head for 


ithe Coast as a sub-committee of the | 


|two committees. 


| He would check 
As ° . . 
| jurisdictional 


strike for the labor 
|committee, and into alleged Com- 
;/munsm in the studio colony for the 
un-American activities unit. 





| Votion En Route to U. S. | 


Paris, March 4. 
Jack Votion,, in charge of Euro- 
pean production for RKO, is return- 
ing to the U. S. late this month. 
He leaves here Saturday (8) 
London on his way to New York. 


for 





‘Sinbad,’ ‘Prentiss,’ 


New storms and return of frigid 
| temperatures scattered biz during the 
| past week, denting grosses in many 
| key cities. “Jolson Story” (Col) 
je will pace the top grossers al- 
| though holdover or longrun in most 
spots. “Song of Scheherazade” (U) 
zoomea up fiom the field to take 
second place, edging out “California” 
(Par) which also moved up in the 
list. 

Others in 


the Big 10 this stanza 
in order of strength are “Sinbad 
ithe Sailor” (RKO), “Nora Prentiss” 
(WB), “Shocking Miss _ Pilgrim” 
(20th), “Dead Reckoning” (Col), 
Humoresque” (WB), “Best Years” 
(RKO) and “Lady in Lake” (M-C> 
Of others, showing real coin-getting 
ability, but below the $100,000 mark 
in keys covered by Variety, “Begin- 
ning or End” (M-G), “Henry V” 
(UA). “Till Clouds Roll By” (M-G), 
Angel and Badman” (Rep) amd 
“Red House” (UA) are making the 
best showings 

Big string of newcome 
in key during the 
prize being made by 
of Grass” (M-G) as a result 
$132.000 garnered on first 
the huge N. Y¥. Music Hall. 
jon single playdate, N. Y. Paramount, 


rs preemed 
week. 
“Sea 

the 
week at 


spot: past 
showing 


of 





National Boxoffice Survey 


New Bliz Dents Many Keys—‘Jolson,’ ‘Song,’ ‘Callif.,’ 
‘Pilgrim’ Pace Big 10 


“Suddenly It’s 
stout $85,000. 
show 
scale. 
ing Los 


Spring” racked up 
Pix helped by stage 
and launching of lower price 
“Boomerang” (20th) is pac- | 
Angeles, only 


| ing, with big $75,000. 


“Fabulous Dorseys” (UA), another 


new entry, is starting unevenly, be- 
ing barely okay in Pittsburgh but | || 


the House | 


+ 


| kets to the dele 
; sent 


}in Geneva 


| Wall 
| pany of the film industry. 


} 


became evident last 
being waged by the 


A major tactic 
ek in battle 


American film industry against the 
threat of tightened re- 
st:ictions in Britain on U. S. pictures 


next year. Plan is to push for inclu- 


sion of films in an overall multi- 
nation trade agreement to take the 
spotlight off pix and put them in 
heir place in relation to the whole 
economy of the participating nations 

That's why, it has been learned, 
the Motion Picture Assn. is putting 
so much effort behind presentation 


of its case for equality in world mar- 
gates who will repre- 
U.S. at the trade conference 
April 10. Seventeen 


the 


other 


nations—including most of the majo1 

custon ; for U. S. films—will have 

re at conclave for the purpose 

of negotiating reciprocal agreements 

anc es ishing at international! 
tal ization. 

MPA is pulling for the success of 
the conference because it- could re- 
move the whole threat of British 
quotas. Present quota laws expire 
in 1948 and there’s much pressure 
from both the British industry and 
the government to greatly strengthen 
them, rather than eliminate them, as 
might be accomplished by the suc- 


cessful negotiation of a general trace 


treaty at Geneva, 
American industry feels it is bemg 
(Continued on page ll) 


Wall St Views Par 
(DuMont) as the Tele 
Co. of the Film Biz 


being viewed in 
the television com- 
Announce- 
ment that Par had opened its second 
television broadcasting station an id 
| the up} yed sales of Du Mont Televi- 


Paramount is 


Street 


as 


sion sets in New York and New 
Jersey alone created more than 
| passing interest in Par shares. Finan- 
cial quarters see in Par’s stake in 
television a concerted yen to have 
a share in the new sight-sound en- 
tertainment field. It indicates that 


| 


into the studio | 


at least one {lm corporation is tak- 
ing an active part in what might 
well become a competitive amuse- 
ment. . 

Paramount, besides the Coast tele 
broadcasting station, also operates 


‘one in Chicago and holds a substan- 





place show- | 


strong in a small Philadelphia house. | 


“Red House,” another from UA 
stables, shapes okay both in L. A. 
and San Francisco. “Mighty . Mc- 
|Gurk” (M-G), just getting out into 
kevs. is solid in Providence, fairly 
good in Baltimore and Buffalo. 
Ramrod” (UA) teed off in nice 
fashion in Denver to land biggest 
total business in town. “Affairs of 
Bel Ami” (UA) is classed as oke | 


Also \ 


at $17.000 in Cleveland. 


“Yearling” (M-G) shows up only 
in L. A. and Chicago. only real coin 
coming from latter city “Bedelia” | || 
(E-L) is perking this frame, being | 
hot in Cincinnati and nice on final 
(4th) week in N. Y “Henry V.” 

hich has been getting bulk of high 
net profit from big keys, is being 
launched in some four or five addi- 
tional spots this stanza. 

Coiplete Boxoffice Reports o 
Pages 15-17) 


tial stock interest in Du Mont. 
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The Motion Picture Industry AGREES and WILL ADOPT 


15,000 GREEK | 
WAR ORPHANS [| | 


$80 WILL SAVE THE LIFE OF ONE 





GREEK WAR ORPHAN FOR 1 YEAR! 


ALL INDUSTRY WORKERS ARE 
URGED TO ADOPT OR HELP 
ADOPT A GREEK WAR ORPHAN 
BY JOINING AN ‘$80 SAVES | 
A GREEK WAR ORPHAN” Club! be 


All personnel in theatres, Home 

Offices, Branch Film Distribution 

Offices and Hollywood Studios 
are NEEDED-to join a club! 


START A CLUS TODAY 1— 
“START COLLECTING TODAY! 


Use the 

convenient 
club roster 
for mailing 


contributions 





Make Checks and Money Orders Payable To: GREEK WAR 
ORPHANS FUND and mail to: Treasurer, Greek War 
Orphans Fund, Room 408, Paramount Building, 1501 Broad- 
- way, New York 18, N. Y. Or Your Exchange Area Chairman. 











: MOTION PICTURE INDUSTRY'S APPEAL FOR THE WAR ORPHANS OF GREECE 
hye ee ee honor of SPYROS P. SKOURAS—March 8th to April 8th 
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‘BIG 5 SET TO B 





Loew's Buys Out E. V. Richards In 
N. 0. State; Other Deals Uncertain 





With terms of the anti-trust decree ¢ 


still pending the court's | 
decision on the appeals filed last) 
week by the Big 5, it’s impossible to 
determine now how many minority 
theatre holdings the Loew’s circuit 
will try to buy out, according to Jo- 
seph R. Vogel, Loew’s veepee over | 
theatres. 


To date the circuit has acquired 
only the E. V. Richards interest in 
Loew’s State in New Orleans, which 
Loew's held in partnership with the 
Richards chain, a Paramount part- 
ner. Loew’s chiefs have huddled 
with execs of other theatres they 
hold in partnership, but have taken 
no final action on these yet, Vogel 
said. He stated that Loew's would 
try to buy out other partnerships in- 
stead of selling its interests. Reason 
for this, it’s believed, is that if the 
theatres were sold to _ partners, 
Loew's would lose that number of 
ho eagice showcase theatres for 

etro product. (Charles C. Mosko- 
witz, Loew’s v.p. and treasurer, has 
declared the company is building up 
its treasury against the necessity of 
buying out minority theatre hold- 
ings.) 


uncertain 


Loew's B.O. Up 8% 


Decrying reports of a general box- 
gffice slump throughout the eountry, 
Vogel declared that Loew’s boxoffice 
a (excluding Broadway) was up 

% over last year, making this the 
biggest year in history. (Other af- 
filiated circuit chiefs have reported 
a slight decrease.) Only two weeks 
ago, he pointed out, the Loew’s cir- 


(Continued on page 18) 


De Toth Bound To 
Col, Judge Rules 


Los Angeles, March 4. 

Andre De Toth is legally bound 

te Columbia by a director contract 

ntil June 7, 1950, according to a 

uling by Judge William J. Palmer 

uperior Court, Judge declared 

e contract binding even though 
e Toth had never signed it. 


Direetor walked off the Columbia 
ie in 1943 after piloting “None §hall 
cape.” Case bounced around from 
¢ourt to court until the Supreme 
bench sent it back for a new trial. 
t the time of De Toth’s ankling, 
olumbia notified all film companies 
at it held an exclusive contract. 
egardiess of the notification, De 
‘oth directed “Young Widow” for 
unt Stromberg, “Dark Waters” for 
n Bogeaus and “Ramrod” and 
e Other Love” for Enterprise. 


GAMBLE’S $1,350,000 
CASH BUY OF 6 HOUSES 


Cash payment of $1,350,000 was 
ade by Ted Gamble, American 

eatres Assn. board chairman, for 
purchase of the six-theatre Monarch 
irouit from Sam and Harry Katz, 
Milton Felds, Leroy Furman and es- 
tate of David Chatkin. Deal calls 
for the outright acquisition of one 
house and transfer of the leases to 
the other five. Gamble who already 
operates eleven Oregon theatres 
will take personal charge of the 
newly acquired chain. 

Houses taken over by Gamble are 
he Indiana, Circle and Lyric in 
ndianapolis; Palace, Akron; Para- 
ount, Steubenville, O.; and Penn, 

ewcastle, Pa. Sam Katz is a top 
ranking exec at the Metro studios. 











Schenck, Dietz Back East 


Metro prexy Nicholas M. Schenck 
is slated to return to the homeoffice 
today (Wednesday) after 10 days of 
huddtes on the Coast with Metro 
studio execs. Huddles reportedly 
concerned forthcoming M-G product 
and methods of effecting further cuts 


Att’y Leslie Bows Out 
Of Mike Curtiz’s Indie 


Hollywood, March 4, 

Jacques Leslie resigned as vice- 
prexy and treasurer of Michael Cur- 
tiz Productions, returning to private 
law praetice. Leslie helped organize 
indie unit releasing through Warners 
last fall but stepped out of post due 
to disagreement over policy, 

Understood he felt Jack L. Warner 
was giving too much gupervision to 
“The Unsuspeeted,” a Curtiz film in 
work since Jan. 20, 


N.Y. Layoffs Due 
In the Wake Of 
Studio Savings 


Retrenchment in employment in- 
stituted at the studios by a number 
of majors a few months ago has 
not yet hit homeoffice staffs in New 
York. Check of unions to which most 
h.o. employees belong reveals no 
firings beyond the normal turnover 
in the course of business. 

Workers in New York, however, 
are fearfully awaiting the axe- 
swinging, feeling in general being 
that expense-trimming in Hollywood 
is bound to be followed by similar 
reductions in staffs at the h.o.s. 
Screen Office & Professional Em- 
ployees Guild, Screen Publicists 
Guiid and the International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employees, 
which inelude in their ranks the 
great majority of N. Y. employees, 
are watching sharply for the ex- 
pected cuts and girding for a battle. 

aken by the unions as straws in 


(Continued on page 18) 


Amusements and Hotel 
Taxes in N.Y. May Meet 
Upped Teachers’ Salary 


Albany, March 4. 

Governor Thomas E, Dewey is 
expected to recommend later this 
week legislation which would grant 
special taxing powers to counties, 
larger upstate cities and New York 
City to finance increased perma- 
nent teachers’ pay. Authority to 
impose local tax bites on amuse- 
ments along with hotels, automo- 
biles and a sales tax are currently 
being considered. 

Along these lines, a bill was in- 
troduced today in the legislature by 
Senator William Condon and Mal- 
ecolm Wilson which authorizes the 
city of Yonkers to pass an ofd- 
nance taxing attendance at and pro- 
motion of amusements. Step was 
taken at the request of the city. 

The Hammond bill which is 
backed by the State Mayors’ Con- 
ference would extend taxation pow- 
ers to cities and incorporated vil- 
lages. It proposes a special levy 
“upon tickets, admissions for which 
payment is enacted by theatres, mo- 
tion picture theatres, pperas, sport- 
ing events, etc.” Under it, sales, 
gross receipts, rentals for occupancy 
éf hotel rooms and other trans- 
actions can be levied on. 











Republic Didn’t Bill Him, 
Figures Damage at 195G 


Mollywood, March 4, 

Marek Libkov filed suit yesterday 
(Mon.) for $195,000 against Republic 
Productions, charging breach of 
contract and seeking damages to that 
extent for harm to his prestige. Lib- 
kov charges he signed agreement in 
1944 to serve as associate producer 
on picture called “The Healer,” 








in production costs. 

Howard Dietz, Metro ad-publicity 
veepee, joined Schenck on the Coast 
last Sunday (2) and is expected to 
return next week, 











whieh was never filmed. 

Loss of screen credit plus injured 
prestige are items valued at $95,000 
and $100,000 respectively by Libkov 
in suit. 


| 


STRONG BIDS FOR 
Beal anOWGASES 


By IRA WIT 
The Big Five are rapidly trimming 
their financial sails to acquire out- 
right as many jointly owned thea- 
tres as possible from their partners 
rather than sell or divide, once the 





decree is upheld by the U.S. Supreme 
Court. Any doubts as to whether 
to push through large-ycale acquisi- 
tions or to split theatre properties 
with partners have veen resolved in 
favor of the former move, it’s said, 
because of the court’s recent fixing 
of an absolute freeze on new thea- 
tre purchases. Consequently, the 
majors will be strong bidders on the 
buying end for all profitable theatres. 
Exhibition end of the biz is the 
most stable, it’s pointed out by film 
biggies, and the hardest blow which 
the decree handed out was the rigid 
imprimatur against theatre pur- 
chases. So long as the majors felt, 
as the original opinion indicated, 
that they would be able to move 
into competitive situations, strategy 
was divided on financial feasibility 
of picking up majority of co-owned 
theatres. When, however, the statu- 
tory court during re-hearings con- 
strued its opinion as an absolute 
freeze, all five companies plunked 
for retrieving the maximum from 
the wreckage by buying in the one 
way permitted in the decree. 
Stance by the Big Five means 
lively bidding between them and 
their partners for all choice thea- 


(Continued on page 22) 


Claude Binyon Quits 
Par for Indie ‘Setup 
With Fred MacMurray 


Hollywood, March 4. 
Claude Binyon obtained his re- 
lease from a producer-writer con- 
tract at Paramount and will check 
off the Jot March 15. Understood he 
will team up with Fred MacMurray 
for independent production. 


Binyon joined Paramount 15 years 
ago as a scripter and was later 
inked as a producer as well. His 
latest production was “Suddenly It’s 
Spring,” co-starring MacMurray and 
Paulette Goddard. He leaves behind 
him two completed scripts, “The 
Gauntlet” and an untitled musical 
written as a starrer for Bing Crosby. 


CAL. LABOR COMMISSION 
HITS PERSONAL MGRS. 


Hollywood, March 4. 

The California State Labor Com- 
mission has started to crack down 
on personal managers, many of 
whom have been found to lack li- 
censes legally permitting them to 
grab percentages. To handle more 
than one artist a manager, according 
to state statute, must post $1,000 
bond and take out three separate 
licenses, totaling about $150 yearly. 

Oddly, manner in which most un- 
licensed managers are nabbed occurs 
when they file civil suits to collect 
commissions which performers fail 
to pay. 











Nelson Eddy Plays New 
Role, SIMPP Landlord 


Hollywood, March 4. 

Nelson Eddy, landlord, will have 
a new tenant April 1 when the So- 
ciety of Independent Motion Picture 
Producers moves into his office 
building in Beverly Hills. 

SIMPP has outgrown its current 
quarters in the Pantages Building 
on Hollywood blvd. 





Pascal’s GBS Powwow 
Hollywood, March 4. 

Gabriel Pascal planed to London 
last night (Monday) with plans to 
discuss casting and script of “The 
Devil's Disciple” with George Ber- 
nard Shaw. 

Pascal returns here in early sum- 
mer to direct the film for Artists 
Alliance, 





UY-OUT THEATRES 





Money Circles Swap Pros and Cons 
On Projected UA Public Stock Sale 











| 
| 


1 gs 
partial divorcement proviso of the | A Woman 


Disclosure last week of plans by 
United Artists owners Mary Pick- 
|ford and Charles Chaplin to open 
the sale of UA stock to the public 
| has created considerable controversy 
Hollywood, March 4. | in film financial circles. General 
of My Own,” Greer | feeling is that stock sale would be a 
| Garson film long on the shelf and | difficult maneuver to accomplish 
which actress wanted to buy, is be- | successfully in view of UA's dubious 
ing dusted off. |record of earnings. Miss Pickford 

Mervyn Le Roy has been assign- 'and Chaplin are confident, however, 
ed to cut footage and ready it for |that they can put across the plan 
release. they have in mind and are figuring 


on the stock offering for early in 
1948, it has been learned. 

‘Par Ends F-WC 

| 9 


Middletown Pools: 
Buffs 11 to Go! 


it is not a public corporation, but 
With termination of its San Fran- 





LeRoy Readies Old 


Garson Pic on Shelf 























Misimpression Persists 
That H’ wood Holds Back 
Top Films From Our Gls 


Major company foreign depts. are 
still bedeviled by reports to homes 
of overseas GIs that American pix 
playing in Army camps are inferior 
in selection and slow in delivery. 
What's more, foreign dept. execs are 
at a loss on how to counteract the 
impression that the majors are hold- 
ing back—an impression, they say, 
that’s hurting industry’s relations 
with the public. 

Clips from newspapers in towns 
and cities scattered through the 
country indicate that these gripe let- 
ters are being printed widely, film 
execs note. Moreover, public is giv- 
ing credence to the beefs despite 
official Army statements that all top 
Yank pix are currently being booked 
by it for overseas playdates. 


One cause for the gripes is the 
unavoidable delay in shipping 16m 
prints in Technicolor pix to occupa- 
tion troops, it’s said. With the con- 
tinuing jamblock on Technicolor, 
tinted prints in narrow-gauge are 





4 





delayed some three months after 35m 
versions are available. Since the 
(Continued on page 18) 





understood to have been under 
jtaken of the stock sale by Wall 
streeters and bankers for another 
reason. They point out that if Miss 
Pickford and Chaplin each intend 
to retain a one-third interest in the 
there’s not even a theoretical chance 
| of the minority stockholders gaining 
ciseo and Middletown, N. Y., pools | Proxies to wield any influence, It's 
difficult to sell shares under such 
: : circumstances, financial men declare. 
extensive pooling arrangements 
throughout the country will be com- | UA insiders feel that that reason- 
pletely erased in a matter of weeks, ing is not valid. First, they point to 
company spokesman disclosed this; the number of offerings subscribed 
week, Par’s last remaining major (Continued on page 18) 
Buffalo, is due for an early fadeout, 
it was said, with the only compli- | Ad 
cating factor the fact that one of the | = ts 
participants is an independent ex- 
hibitor. After some mulling, Par’s 
Buffalo situation as an out-and-out | 
pool rather than joint ownership and | 
are proceeding with dissolution ne-| 
gotiations, Los Angeles, March 4. 
Coast exec Yo windup the Frac | Bool operations involving tea 
poo uring the closing week of | ~~” : eyed P 2 
‘ es es ;...| California divisions, in compliance 
March. Involved are three leading | ith the consent decree dee its 
Frisco theatres—the Paramount, | | o-ms all theatres pools must be 
2,775-seater; the St. Francis, 1,457 | dissolved by July 1, Other theatres 
(Continued on page 13) as soon as a complete analysis of 
operations on these houses is com- 
pleted. 

In practically alt? Instances the 
pool breakup means that Fox-West 
of houses it owns, while partners 
will take over the operation of their 
own theatres. Circuit has a two- 
year period in which it has more 
than 5% interest, although this par- 
appeal before the U. S. Supreme 
Court. 

In the Los Angeles area the pool 
between the F-WC Mesa and Dave 
Bershon’s Leimert is out, while 
complete operation of its Rialto and 
Gus Metzger his Roxy. Others af- 
fected by the pooling restrictions in 
the Los Angeles district are the Alto 
and Fifth Avenue in IngleWood, the 
dena and the Lyric in Monrovia. 

Papers were inked by George J. 
Schaefer yesterday (Tuesday) after- 
quired 300 Universal reissues. 
Schaefer returned to New York from 
the Coast Monday (3) night, follow- 
ing completion of a pact by which he 
became v.p. in charge of distribution 

Release of the U pix, all made 
prior to 1938, will be handled outside 
the Enterprise offices which Schaefer 
will set up. His son, George J. 
Schaefer, Jr., will head the outfit 


| $500,000 last year), dim view is 
company, as has. been indicated, 
already in the works, Paramount's 
A Going Business 
pool, involving some 11 theatres in 
attorneys have decided to treat the | 
-iheatre Foo 
Par has agreed with Fox-West | Fox-West Coast is breaking up 
seats; and the State, 2,300. Dissolu- may be added to the divorce list 
Coast will resume 100% operation 
ticular part of the decree is up for 
Metropolitan Theatres will assume 
Rialto and the Ritz in South Pasa- 
noon in the deal by which he ac- 
for Enterprise. 
distributing the reissues. 


Navy Cites Par, U-I, 
WB, Rep Pix Toppers 


Hollywood, March 4. 

U. S. Navy certificate of achieve- 
ment in recognition for outstanding 
services rendered to Navy personnel 
during the war was presented Mon- | 
day (3) to four studio chiefs by Capt. | 
D. Zern, USN, Louis B. Mayer.| _ Hollywood, March 4. 
Klaus Landsberg, Coast director of | Chicago's Mayor Edward J. Kelly 
Television Productions (Paramount), | yesterday (Monday) stated he did 
Jack L. Warner and William Goetz bey want to have his life made into 
‘of Universal-International received |a film biography. 
| citations, Retiring Mayor of Windy City, 
| Another certificate will be pre-| who has been in office since 1933, is 
| sented to Herbert J. Yates of Repub-.jhere visiting friends, including 
lic today (4). Bryan Foy. 








Kelly Nixes Pic Biog 
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Carnegie Mail 
Hollywood, Feb. 28. 


United Artists release of Federal Films 
(Boris Morres and William LeBaron) pro- 
duction, Features Marsha Hunt, William 
Prince, Frank McHugh, Martha O’Dris- 
coll, Hans Yaray, plus Carnegie Hal) art- 
ists. Directed by Edgar G. Ulmer. Screen- 
play, Karl Kamb; original story, Seena 
Gwen; camera, William Miller; musical ad- 
visor, Sigmund Krumgold; orchestration, 
Russell Bennett; songs, Sam Coslow, M. 


* oe 
Miniature Reviews 

“Carnegie Hall® (UA). Sock 
film presentation of musical 
greats of the famed showplace. 
Wide popular appeal. 

“Blaze of Noon” (Par). Drama 
of pioneer days of airmail, inter- 
estingly unfolded. Good b.o. 
prospects. 

“It Happened in Breeklyn” 
(Songs) (M-G). Sinatra, Gray- 
son, Durante, Lawford in enter- 
taining musica] for top b.o. 


“The Guilt of Janet Ames” 
(Col). Another psychological 
film Names plus exploitation 


values will help b.o. 
“Undercover Maisie” (M-G). 





and W. Portnoff; Gregory Stone, Frank 
Ryerson and Wilton Moore, Hal Borne; |’ 
editor, Fred R. Feitshans, Jr. Previewed 
Feb. 28, ‘47. Running time, 136 MINS, 
PaO, Wes a GaN%6 Ans 6c ee deeds Marsha Hunt 
Tony Satermo, Ir. ....<.6<:; William Prince 
BOR. TONG cov akc dincduce Frank McHugh 
Ruth Haines............Martha O'Driscoll 
Tene Galera’, Or... vciccces cane Hans Yaray 
Anton Tribik ..Joseph Buloff 
eee DOOR sn ois oS bic She os . Himself 
PR Ae eee .Emile Boreo 
Tschaikowsky.... Alfonso D'Artega 
Walter Damrosch Harold Dyrenforth 
Katinka....... ice’ wa .-Elola Galli 
Guest artists Walter Damrosch, New 
York Philharmonic Quintette, Bruno Wal- 
ter, Philharmonic-Symphony Orchestra of 
N. Y., Lily Pons, Gregor Piatigorsky, Rise 
Stevens Artur Rodzinski, Artur Rubin- 
stein, Jan Peerce, Ezio Pinza, Vaughn | 
Monroe Orchestra, Jascha Heifetz,. Fritz 
Reiner, Leopold Stokowski, Harry James. 





The genius of its music and of the 
artists who present it makes “Car- 
negie Hall” a quality film presenta- 
tion that will be a treat for any pic- 
ture-goer. The trite story and di- 
rection are completely smothered by 
the finer points, making it capable | 
of registering mightily at the boxof- | 
fice if sold properly. 

Iis lineup of name musical talent | 
draws on the world’s greatest artists 
and does them full justice in bring- 
ing them to a popular audience | 
field. Standouts in a standout list 
are Ezio Pinza, singing the basso | 
aria from “Simon Di Boccanegra” 
and the drinking song from “Don 
Giovanni”; Artur Rubinstein playing 
“Polonaise in A Flat” and “Fire 
Dance”; Jascha Heifetz’s virtuosity 
on “Concerto for Violin and Orchestra 
in G Major”; Lily Pons’ “Bell Song”; 
and Jan Peerce’s solo of “O Sole 
Mio.” 

Each is given opportunity to sell 
classical music to the general pub- 
lic and is socko. Ranking with 
them are such artists as Gregor 
Piatigorsky, cellist, Rise Stevens, in 
a too short bit from “Carmen,” and 
conductors like Fritz Reiner, Bruno 
Walter, Artur Rodzinski, Walter 
Damrosch and Leopold Stokowski. 
In the more popular field are 
Vaughn Monroe, singing three pop 
tunes, and Harry James with a 
trumpet solo. 

On the trite side is the script by 
Karl Kamb, loaded with cliche dia- 
Jog and situations. Edgar G. Ulmer’s 
direction does nothing with this part 
of the picture but, fortunately, the 
musical side is a heavy credit bal- 
ance, 





Plot covers an Irish girl who grows 
up in the service of the Hall and 
brings her son up to make his debut 
on its stage. Marsha Hunt sur- 
mounts an inane role to make the 
Irish girl part count. William 
Prince, the son, Frank McHugh and 
Martha O'Driscoll are others who al- 
most Overcome story burdens. A 
particularly bad performance is 
given by Hans Yaray as Miss Hunt’s 








husband. 
Producers Boris Morros and Wil- 
liam LeBaron drew on the wealth of 
Carnegie Hall greats to assure qual- 
ity artists to the picture but were 
careless on script and direction of 
There is a magnificent 
sound recording job. lensing that is 
expert and other technical functions 
that play a major part in bringing 
top artistry of the musical world to 
the screen. These functions were un- 
der the supervision of Samuel 
Rheiner, who does a standout job. 

; '  Brog. 


Blaze of Noon 
Hollywood, March 4. 


Paramount release of Rebert Fellows 
reduction. Stars Anne Baxter, William 
olden, Sonny Tufts, William Bendix, 
Sierling Hayden, Howard da Silva; fea- 
ures Johnny Sands, Jean Wallace, Edith 
ing. Directed by John Farrow. Screen- 
lay, Frank Wead, -Arthur Sheekman; 
sed on novel by Ernest K. Gann; cam- 
era, William C. Mellor; aerial photogra- 
phy, Thomas Tutwiler; special effects, Gor- 
= and Devereux Jennings; score, Adolph 


eutsch; editor, Sally Forrest. Trade- 
shown, March 3, ‘47. Kunning time, 90 
| penn 
ee a ee Anne Baxter 
Colin McDonald............ William Holden 
Roland McDonald.............. Sonny Tufts 
EN wa tik ¢ 4629.04 65.000060.6 William Bendix 
Tai McDonald...........-.Sterling Hayden 
SE. in eed idns mete es Howard da Silva 
Keith McDonald.............. Jobnny Sands 
EN a 1.5G-0.00 00 6bdéce co eesevst Jean Wallace 
DR, DUE .cosvcvgecetipesssss Edith King 
Reverend Polly...e.eseeeess Lloyd Corrigan 
Sa nn Hb-6s sco opccsandevescd Dick Hogan 
Oe a eer re ee Will Wright 


Early days of flying the airmail 
gets interesting treatment in “Blaze 
of Noon.” Film has full star lineup 
for marquee strength, is well played 
and directed. It should fare parti- 
cularly well as top feature in the 
eneral situations. Aerial sequences 
ave authenticity and thrills. 

Story concerns four flying brothers 
who leave their carnival stunting 
job to help carry the mails back in 
the early 1920's. Plot carries them 
through hazards of the pioneering, 
love, marriage, the death of two 
and the crippling of a third. Treat- 
ment is colorful, from opening se- 
quences of carnival stunting right 
through air perils and gradual de- 
velopment of modern safeguards for 
pilots and planes. 

John Farrow’s actionful direction 
is backed with showmanly produc- 
tien values by Robert Fellows and 


Maisie turns cop in a diverting 
comedy. Solid pleaser for Ann 
Sothern (Maisie) fans. 

“Framed” (Col). . Neat melo- 
drama of unscrupulous woman 
slated for okay b.o. payoff. 

“Blondie’s H°liday” (Col.). An- 
other episode in the Bumstead 
cycle. Good nabe fare. 

“The Lone Hand Texan” (Col). 
Routine westerner aimed for 
juves. 

“Temptation Harbor” (Pathe) 
Slow-paced British-made who- 


dunit whose U. S. appeal is 
for the duals. 
“A Cage of Nightingales” 


(French). Worthy French entry. 








a good script by Frank Wead and 
Arthur Sheekman, based on _ the 
Ernest K. Gann novel. Four brothers 
are well-played by William Holden, 
Sonny Tufts, Sterling Hayden and 
Johnny Sands. Principal role is 
filled by Holden as the likeable 
young pilot who marries Anne Bax- 
ter and is later killed. 

Miss Baxter does a strong job as 
the wife, adding much to the gen- 
eral interest of the story. William 
Bendix rates laughs as screwball 
pilot and friend of the McDonald 
brothers. Howard da Silva under- 
plays his role as shoestring airline 
pioneer for smart effect. Jean Wal- 
lace is in to carry off preliminary 
romance with Holden. 

Standout aerial photography was 
contributed by Thomas Tutwiler, 
while chief pilot and aerial unit 
supervision was in expert hands of 
Paul Mantz. Regular lensing was 
given capable supervision by Wil- 
liam C. Mellor. Editing is tight and 
other credits good. Brog. 


The Guilt of Janet Ames 
Hollywood, Feb. 28. 
Columbia production and release. Stars 
Rosalind Russell, Melvyn Douglas; fea- 
tures Sid Caesar, Betsy Blair, Nina Foch. 
Directed by Henry Levin. Screenplay, 
Louella MacFarlane, Allen Rivkin, Devery 


Freeman; based on story by Lenere Cof- 
fee; camera, Joseph Walker; score, George 
Duning: editor, Charles Nelson. Previewed 
at studio, Feb. 20, °47. Running time, 81 
MINS, 

pO PCT eTETTee Rosalind Russell 
Smithfield Cobb............Melvyn Douglas 
Sammy Weaver......-eee+..+-: Sid Caesar 
i REPPOTY TT CCIE TTT Betsy Blair 
Susie Piers... s.cccccsecssscrses Nina Foch 
WINGER. cccccccccagceceeesiase Charles Cane 
bn SOPOT PPTU LTT eT Tee. Harry Von Zell 
SOME, cbc cecsconecesegeseess Bruce Harper 
PROIOTs neoccecaddcecestvcassen Arthur Space 
eS Sees ee Richard Benedict 
I oss nc ncccccceneueeaeeen Frank Orth 
CORREA 2 6 ssa cknbes sdeboseus Ray Walker 
Emmy Merino...... jovecdss Doreen McCann 
Frank Merino..... eeccees Hugh Beaumont 
Police Sergeant.........--- Thomas Jackson 
eT OE Pe ee eee Edwin Cooper 
Susie’s Father..............- Emory Parnell 





“The Guilt of Janet Ames” is a 
psychological fantasy that will have 
varied drawing appeal. Basic idea is 
good, the exploitation possibilities 
are strong, but overall effect just 
misses. Grossing potential is spotty. 
Names of Rosalind Russell and Mel- 
vyn Douglas give good marquee 
flash to help. 

Plot takes an Ibsenesque angle of 
mental escape from 
but instead of using reality as frame- 
work for these mental venturings, 
production makes them ambiguous 
explorations into modernistic fan- 
tasy. It doesn’t quite come off. 


soldier killed in action when he 
flings himself on a grenade to save 
his five companions. Two years later 
the widow is trying to find the five 
men to see if any one is worthy of 


Miss Russell is the widow of a 


and Devery Freeman scripted from 
a Lenore Coffee story. There is no 
producer credit on film, but techni- 
cal factors are expert in backing the 
tack taken in developing story. 
Brog. 


(SONGS) 


Stars Frank Sinatra, Kathryn Gray- 
Petey Lawford, Jimmy Durante; fea- 
tures Gloria Grahame, Marcy McGuire, 
Bobby Long. Directed by Richard Whorf. 
Screenplay, Isobel Lennart from original by 
John McGowan; camera, Robert Planck; 


tien. 
SUll, 


.| editor, Blanche Sewell; songs, Sammy Cahn 


aend Jule Styne; piano solos, André Previn; 





dances, Jack Donohue. Previewed = at 
Loew's Sheridan, N. ¥., Feb. 18, ‘47. Run- 
ning time, 103 MINS, 

Danny Webson Miller...... Frank Sinatra 
Anne Fielding............ Kathryn Grayson 
Jamie Shellgrove..... . Peter Lawford 
[Nick LombarG). ccvcescoeses Jimmy Durante 
f SOMOO fiks b400cte den ...Gloria Grahame 
PRae Jakobi. .ccccccsseseescel Marcy McGuire 
| Digby JoRm...cccccccgccses Aubrey Mather 
| Mrs. Kardog. .......ee00+% Tamara Shayne 
Leo BArdoB. .cccctccesovesecs* -Billy Roy 
| Johnny O'’Brien........6.-.- ..Bobby Long 
Police Sermeant.......seeee. William Haade 





| About the only thing distinguish- 
ing “It Happened in Brooklyn” from 
the usual top-grade Metro musical is 


| that it’s filmed in black and white in- 
| stead of Technicolor—and that’s only 
|probably because of the current 
| Technicolor lab tieup. Pic is ap- 


parently budgeted lower than the 


{usual tuners but it still has one big 


production number. In addition, it 
presents a star-studded cast, topped 
by Frank Sinatra, Kathryn Grayson, 
Peter Lawford and Jimmy Durante; 
an entertaining and uncomplicated 


| story that should appeal to most au- 


diences, and plenty of tuneful music. 
Withal a sock boxoffice entry. 
Much of the lure will result from 
Sinatra's presence in the cast and the 
Voice presumably exerts as much 
pull now as he ever did. This is his 
first feature since “Anchors Aweigh” 
two years ago (except for a bit in 
“Till the Clouds Roll By”) and he 
emerges in this one as a smooth, 
competent thesper. Guy’s acquired 
the Crosby knack of nonchalance, 
throwing away his gag lines with 
fine aplomb. He kids himself in a 
couple of hilarious sequences and 
does a takeoff on Durante, with Du- 
rante aiding him, fhat’s sockeroo. 
Other stars also shine, although 
Durante has to struggle with some 
lines that don’t do his particular 
brand of comedy too much good. As 
compensation, the comedian intro- 
ducés a new voice-changing routine 
that’s surefire and his songs are ex- 
cellent. Miss Grayson is beauteous 
and appealing as the love interest but 
the sound recording doesn’t do her 
singing any good. Lawford also 
makes out well and pulls a surprise 
with a jive rendition of a novelty 
tune, “Whose Baby Are You?”, that 
will have the customers snickering. 
Use of Brooklyn in the title should 
be an attraction and Metro wisely 
underplayed the Flatbush atmos- 
phere in an apparent effort to please 
the sticks as well as Greenpernt. 
|Isobel Lennart’s nicely - handled 
|} adaption of an original story by 
John McGowan has Sinatra as a 
lonesome GI in London, thirsting for 
the Flatbush camaraderie. Before 
heading for home, he meets Lawford, 


AT&T’s ‘Mr. Bell’ Points 
Up Greatly Improved 
Eastern Production 


“Mr. Bell,” first film turned out 
at the RKO-Pathe studios, N. Y., 
offers strong evidence that the new 
Harlem studio is equipped for most 
types of feature production. Pro- 
duced by American Telephone & 
| Telegraph as an institutional docu- 





some intricate lighting and set prob- 
lems which the studio easily solved. 
Result is a film equally as good 
production-wise as any modestly- 
| budgeted Hollywood production. 


One sequenee, in particular, shot 
entirely inside the studio, shows the 
space available. Set has an early 
Boston hotel porch, with a horse 
and buggy pulling up before it and 





her husband’s sacrifice. Subconsci- 
ously, she doesn’t want to see them 
and when injured slightly in an ac- 
cident, she develops hysteria paral- 
ysis and can’t walk. Douglas, one 
| of the men who has a guilt complex 
| himself, undertakes to talk her out 
|of her fixation. He does it by ex- 
plaining how Ibsen took himself 
mentally out of prison and travelled 
ithe world. Her adventuring presents 
| her to each o* the ex-soldiers in a 





'fanciful word-picture drawn by | 
Douglas’ neo-hypnosis. The cure | 
| works and she then applies it to 


Douglas to straighten him out for 
the finale. 


performances under Henry Levin’s 


lift to their portrayals. 
spot is contributed by Sid Caesar, 
nitery entertainer who is on Miss 
Russell’s list of names. With special 
material song written by Allan Rob- 
erts and Doris Fisher, Caesar draws 
a biting satire on the psychological 
film cycle that makes for a choice 
criticism of “Janet Ames” itself. 
Frank Orth is good as a bartender. 

Louella MacFarlane, Allen Rivkin 








The two stars give workmanlike | 


direction, even though there is no | 
A standout | 


depositing its passengers. Thunder- 
storm breaks during the footage, 
with the rainfall looking as authen- 
tic as anything done mechanically 
in Hollywood. Film was produced 
by Charles Underhill of the RKO- 
Pathe staff. 

From an entertainment point of 
view, “Bell” doesn’t offer much for 
theatrical distribution. Turned out 
by A.T.&T. on the 100th anniver- 
sary of the inventor's birth, the pic- 
ture is interesting for the first two 
reels, which present a dramatized 
| version of Bell’s life and the diffi- 
culties he encountered in inventing 
the telephone. Last two reels, how- 
ever, are strictly on the advertising 
| side, although actual mention of 
| A.T.&T. is confined to a closing 
| credit line. Raymond Edward John- 
ew radio and legit actor, plays the 


inventor competently, with others 
'in the cast including Jed Prouty, 
| Taylor Holmes, Sarah Anderson, 
Mason Adams and William Harrigan. 
Stal. 


it Happened in Brooklyn 


Metro release of Jack Cummings produc- | 


surroundings | mentary, the four-reeler produced | 


The Years Between 


“The Years Between” (Rank), 
being tradeshown tomorrow (5) 
in New York by Prestige Pic- 
tures, was reviewed in Variery, 
from London, April 10, 1946. 
Produced by Sydney Box from 
his own and Muriel Box’s 
screenplay of the Daphne du 
Maurier play, film ran 109 min- 
utes when released in England. 
| Variety's Talb, pointed out 
since the picture is likely to go 
| best only with sophisticated pa- 
trons in the U. S., its boxoffice 
| chances in America may be lim- 
ited by the size of such an audi- 
ence. Michael Redgrave, Valerie 
Hobson and Flora Robson top 
the cast 








, | 
‘ Framed 
Hollywood, March }. 
Columbia release of Jules Schermer pr 
duciion, Stars Glenn Ford; features Jaan 
Carter, Barry Sullivan, Edgar Buchanan’ 
Karen Morley, Jim Bannon. Directed by 
Richard Wallace, Screenplay, Ben Mate 
dow; story, Jack Patrick, camera, Burnett 
Guffey; score, Marlin Skiles; editor, Rich. 











ard Fantl. Previewed at studio Feb, 27 
a. Runping time, 81 MINS, ; 
J e ce ties in MERE ET OCTET OT TO Or Glenn F 
Paula Craig....... yo; ee ee Janis Cartes 
Stephen Price...... teeeees.. Barry Sullivan 
Jeff Cunningham.,.........Edgai Buchanan 
Mrs, Price Coesecsess Karen Morley 
Jack Woodworth Jim Banno 
OMG aa) 615506000 6603 6 Cis Sid Tomack 
Jane Woodworth cevececes Barbara Woovddel] 
EP SCHEIGS 00. b's '05 44.4 02% Paul E. Burne 
Taut melodrama, another in the 





unscrupulous women cycle that will 





| young British nobleman whose long- 
| hair inclinations have made him a 
| stuffed shirt, and tries to pull the 
Britisher out of his rut. 


Back in Brooklyn, Sinatra returns 
to his old highschool to check with 


_his draft board and meets Miss Gray- 
| son, the music teacher, plus Durante, 


the school’s oldtime janitor, Unable 
to find a room, he moves in with Du- 
rante, and begins falling in love with 
Miss Grayson. Lawford appears on 
the scene, his grandfather having 
sent him over to try to acquire some 
of the Flatbush feeling from Sinatra, 
and also immediately falls in love 
with Miss Grayson. After Frankie 
and Durante succeed in breaking 
down Lawford’s staid reserve, the 
quartet successfully puts over a con- 
cert to win a music scholarship for 
one of Miss Grayson’s piano prod- 
igies, Sinatra finds he’s really in love 
not with the teacher but with an 
Army nurse from Brooklyn he met 
overseas, and all's well. 

Interspersed in the story, none of 
which has any serious sociological 
tendencies, are a group of six new 
tunes from the able pianos of Sammy 
Cahn and Jule Styne. Of the bal- 
lads, “Time After Time” gets the 
most plugging, but “It’s the Same Old 
Dream” sounds like a best Hit Pa- 
rade possibility. “The Song’s Gotta 
Come From the Heart” is strictly up 
the Durante alley and it’s the one 
with which the comedian and Sinatra 
do their double takeoff. “Brooklyn 
Bridge” and “I Believe” look like 
other good novelties, with the latter 
serving as background for a fine bit 
of terping by Bobby Long, new Metro 
moppet. On the longhair side, Miss 
Grayson and Sinatra kid grand opera 
with an amusing version of “La Ci 
Darem La Mano” from “Don Gio- 
vanni,” and Miss Grayson gives out 
with a straight rendition of the Bel) 
Song from “Lakme.” 

Richard Whorf: has directed the 
film with a light touch that gets the 
most out of the comedy situations. 
Four principals carry most of the 
film but the supporting cast shapes 
up well. There’s one excellent bit 
by Gloria Grahame, as the nurse, 
which rates her further spotlighting. 
A real looker. the gal’s also a fine 
comedienne. Production credits are 
all good, under producer Jack Cum- 
mings’ aegis. Stal. 





Undereover Maisie 
Hollywood, Feb. 28. 


Metro release of George Haight produc- 
tion. Stars Ann Sothern; features Barry 
Nelson, Mark Daniels, Leon Ames, Dick 
Simmons, Clinton Sundberg. Directed by 
Harry Beaumont. Story and screenplay, 
Thelma Robinson; camera, Charles Salerno, 
Jr.; score, David Snell; editor, Ben Lewis. 
Tradeshown Feb. 28, ‘47. Running time, 


93 Mins. 
Maitid MAvier.....cccssocoveced Ann Sothern 
Es, FPOUE Boott.oiacccccccese Barry Nelson 
Chip Dolan..... ePrerrT rT Ty Mark Daniels 
Amor (Willis Farnes).......... Leon Ames 
rr Cc tcc cvaduceve Clinton Sundberg 
Gildred FT. RomerS..cccccedse Dick Simmons 
Captain Mead...:........ Charles D. Brown 
Mrs. Guy Canford........... Gloria Holden 
Daniels.............+ee6...- Douglas Fowley 
Mrs. Andrew Lorrison........Nella Walker 
Vena TOOMMOMR 66 600 cbesce0e< Gene Roberts 
PORQOEND cs ccccevsicccccdesr ese Beavele 
OE 6-40-68 e0-06.000564000> Morris Ankrum 
Latest in Metro’s “Maisie” series 


is neat comedy, slanted for chuckles 
and excellent reception. Ann Soth- 
ern gives the title role plenty of 
bounce and furnishes marquee draw 
for general situations. Production 
dress has been expertly valued by 
George Haight to make “Undercover 
Maisie” one of the best in the group. 
_ Plot concerns Maisie turning cop, 
joining Los Angeles police force as 
undercover operator. Interest is de- 
veloped in the Thelma Robinson 





| script by showing Maisie in training 
|for her new characterization, when 
| she goes on trail of a group of con- 
| fidence people, and the varied ad- 
| ventures that have her almost taken 
|for a real gangster ride before the 
| case is washed up. 
| Harry Beaumont’s direction keeps 
jthe pace fast and the chuckle: 
| hearty, displaying players and story 
to advantage. Miss Sothern sparks 
| Proceedings in her usual deft, flip- 
|pant style. Dialog has plenty of 
| snap and she makes the most of th 
|lines. Barry Nelson capa®ly handlrs 
top male spot as the young detecti: « 
| who persuades Maisie ‘o 


join tne 
| force. Mark Daniels, another cop; 
|Leon Ames, phony crystal-ba ler: 
| Charles D. Brown, Clinton Sund- 
| berg, Dick Simmons, Gloria Helden. 


| Nella Walker and others give «xpert 
_backing to top perforr-ances 
Good lensing was contri 


rite d by 


| Charles Salerno, Jr., to art direc- 
bee and settings, and musical seore 

lends good support to action and 
| comedy, Brog. 


| play off to okay business all down 
the line. It doesn’t pack enough 
| weight for the de luxe spois but as 
dual bill topper in other situations 
will carry itself well at the box. 
office. Productionally it has been 


| given good mounting by Jules Scher. 
mer with story twists that add to 
| melodramatic flavor. 

Glenn Ford’s name heads cast as 
out-of-work mining engineer who 
gets involved with beautiful blonde 
who's trying to steal $250,000. Script 
doesn’t have too much finesse as 
written by Ben Maddow from Jack 
Patrick’s story, but there’s enough 
deftness to generate interest in un- 
foldment. 


Ford is good as the young man 
who is supposed to be a murder vic. 
tim and Janis Carter, the girl of 
the piece, does excellently. She is 
mistress of bank vice president and 
has plotted scheme to loot bank. 
Twist has girl falling for Ford, who 
is slated to be killed and become 
responsible for the theft. Girl kills 
her lover but Ford doesn't fall in 
with the scheme and finally brings 
her to justice after fast 81 minutes, 

Backing leads under Richard Wal- 
jlace’s actionful direction is Barry 
Sullivan, Miss Carter’s partner-in- 
crime until he becomes the victim, 
Edgar Buchanan, Karen Morley and 
Jim Bannon, Two smaller bits stand 
out, the bartender role of Sid 
Tomack and the assay clerk by 
Paul E. Burns. Barbara Woodel! also 
is good in small spot. 

Burnett Guffey adds to suspense 
with lensing and music score by 
Marlin Skiles fits the mood. Other 
credits are in keeping. Brog. 


Blondie’s Holiday 


_Columbia release of Burt Kelly produces 
tion. Features Penny -Singleton, Arthur 
Lake, Larry Simms, Marjorie Kent, Jerome 


Cowan, Grant Mitchell. Directed by Abby 
Berlin. Screenplay, Constance Lee: camera, 
Vincent Farrar; editor, Jerome Thoms 
Tradeshown N. Y. Feb, 27, °47 Running 
time, 61 MINS, 

EN duGcboskkdé ovksecess Penny Singleton 
PE lS vies ndabisedeesd »« Arthur Lake 
EE +o Shedthéucd cds ee cox Larry Simms 
DU EEN Lae ect adbesed bees Marjorie Kent 
George Radcliffe............ Jerome Cowan 
Samuel Breckenbridge...... Grant Mitchell 
a = ARR, Spree Sid ‘Tomack 
Mrs. Breckenbridge............! Mary Young 
. & > errr erre Jeft York 
— SS, =e Bobby Larsen 
Cynthia Thompson.............<¢ Joudy ¢rilbert 
MY 240 66.6% 00.4 3604460000000 Jack Rice 
DOMED ic ccreantitsecenecases: Sign Leckwonm 
SN. acsbandbecsedebosscsasé Eddie Acuff 
i? +at<isdénssebebbadiesass 3% .Tim Ryan 
ey” SER cacevebede.aseedes Anne Nagel 
Ee 4668s kd ew i aeed hi? Rodney Bell 





Misadventures of the Bumstead 
family in “Blondie’s Holiday” con- 
tinue to bounce along their methodi- 
cally mad way for a solid hour of 
laughs. Pic is stamped from pre- 
cisely the same general pattern that 
has been used for the numerous 
predecessors in this series, but im- 
petus of a slightly new wrinkle in 
the situation comedy is enough to 
carry this film in audience favor. 
It will fit snugly into all nabe situ- 
ations. 

Qnce again it’s trouble on all 
fronts for Arthur Lake and Penny 
Singleton. Problem of keeping ahead 
of the Joneses and appeasing his 
temperamental boss (Jerome Cow- 
an) proves a brain-splitting job for 
the Bumsteads and lands them in a 
financial stew up to their ears. New 
twist in this pic is Lake’s embroil- 
ment with a racetrack tout and a 
crowd of bookies ending in a trip 
to the clink. Situation is saved when 


(Continued on page 22) 
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The Adventuress 


(‘I See a Dark Stranger’) 

Eagle-Lion release of J. Arthur 
Rank production, “The Adventuress.” 
tradeshown in New York Feb. 27, 
was reviewed in Variety July 10, 
1946, from London, under original 
| title of “I See a Dark Stranger.” US. 
| running time for the film has been 
cut from 112 to 98 minutes. 
| American estimate of the film, 
agreeing in substance with Variety's 
London critic (Ebet), holds that it’s 
due for only moderately good play 
at U.S. boxoffices. Although putting 
in a superb comedy performance as 
an Irish nationalist, Deborah Kerr's 
name is not sufficient to overcome 
handicap of an unknown supporting 
cast and a story that contains too 
many private Anglo-Irish feuding 
jokes. 

London comment said the Sidney 
Gilliat-Frank Launder producing 
team turned out “a nice little com- 
edy-thriller, strong in pictorial val- 
ues, though whodunit fans may find 
some flaws. It has no smash high- 
lights. Instead it simmers along w ith 
a continuous flow of easy laughs. 























Wednesday, March 5, 1947 PICTURES 9 


ALLIED WANTS TO BE ALONE 


Brass Knucks of Chi Mobsters Seen ‘pap W FY FYHIA ‘20-Fox’s $821,348 and NBC's 4306 
In Kidnap-Beating of CSU's Sorrell RANKS WIDENS Lead Melon of Tax Refunds for ‘46 


Hollywood, March 4. +4 
Earmarks of Chicago gangster | Washington, March 4. 
methods have authorities here look- | Top income tax refund in show 
ing for Windy City hoods in connec- | biz last year was the $821,348 paid to 




















. 7 } 
Armenians No-Joke lied to play ball with any other | 
Being called a “starving Ar- exhibitor 


Double-Talk 


organization besides its | Decision to hold the world 





Consistent refusal by National Al- | 
| 


‘ : : : a. Pare i 9 -F r Tine * hha 
tion with abduction and beating of} menian” is no joke to the | own affiliates and satellites is rapid-| preem of Enterprise's “The ete bens — gece 
Herbert Sorrell, Conference of Stu- | Armenian National Council of ly splitting theatre groups into two | Other Love” in England neces- | $430 000. * Dow, seo bo 
| dio Unions chief, who was taken for | America. Group has urged Eric warring camps. While moderate; sitated the production of two pr eee Saeed S: Pa, mnt 
i “ride” Sunday night by trio of as-| Johnston, Motion Picture Assn. forces are still in control, for the | separate soundtracks for the pic- | oats <A pe A Se oe nig 
sailants. Union topper, still in prexy, to keep the screen free time being anyway, and have man- ture, according to producer = 2! ae ger when pe ~ ~— 
Ridgecrest Hospital in Inyokern, ex- {| from ‘ a cerepyers of aged to clamp the lid on open hos- David Lewis. One soundtrack, $350,000 whi nthe Bolly nak Turt 
pected to remain there for several | — as the expression, tilities in the hope of future co-| for the British trade, has star | /7),,\ gr a oma: _ 
days prior to moving here, accord-| | Starving Armenian,” declaring | operation, there’s a storm brewing| David Niven speaking with a be eee a Oe 
ing to Dr. I. Jay Schiff, who treated that . _— a nation into a gag which may break into the open at strictly British accent, while Following —— major entertain- 
Sorrell for severe bruises, abrasions, | is canal igen any time. One indication of the| Niven speaks with an American ment industry refunds reported out 
battered eyes, possible jaw fracture | A me oe — me Bae the | widening gap is the fact that the accent in the other. lof both New York and Hollywood: 
and friction burns on stomach. = J ge hog y' influence |Motion Picture Theatre Owners of | “British audiences,” Lewis | Columbia Pictures Corp "$5,173; 
orrell was accosted just after 7 | ) make cerlain the Armenians, | America is now, consciously or not,| Said, “get hopping mad if they | ¢ ‘a Pic “a 1 1 829- 
S as sted just a as well as any other national |; : = British ac . Columbia Pictures of Brazil, $1,632; 
p.m. Sunday night enroute to Holly- |. minority, received “dignified and |. far greater harmony with the - sea owe oe such aS |Columbia Pictures of Puerto Rico, 
7 wood Legion stadium for weekly| honorable treatnrent. in film | American Theatres Assn. than with rete Speaking with an Ameri- | ¢3519- Columbia Pictures of West 
| union meeting Three men, one sradustions® Ame aid the Glan | Allied. ' | Indies, $588; Columbia Pictures of 
dressed as Los Angeles police officer, ; ei. ai sailed cna areas Division of theatre groups was =am| Near East $7.493; International 
g k industry can render in this way ; 
, handcuffed Sorrell then . knocked will help advance a “just, even needled further last week when Fi | Newsreel Corp., $5,787; Loew’s, Inc., 
him unconscious “pie a he righteous cause,” the letter said. oo ve cots nae its ee rst U. S. Film To bo vey - Theatre and Realty 
was piled into car an riven to re- | | posal for an exhibitors’ forum be- orp 5,875; Paramount Pictures of 
mote spot in Mojave desert and | cause of a nix placed upon it by World-Preem Abroad | South America, $1,016; Paramount 
dumped. During ride to desert Sor- 55 933 f 100 000 ¢ || Allied. It's reliably reported that | Films of India, $843; Universal Film 
rell was constantly worked over 0 | Allied did not even answer the in- | Is Ent’s ‘Other Love Exchanges, $59,826; Warner Bros. 
every time he regained consciousness | vitation extended to it by MPTOA | |Circuit Management Corp., $942; 
crane" scaitat tired two shots | Raised by Film Industry j:xce sor utc statement by | Marking the rt time that an | Warner, Bros. Theron of Penney 
4 after him, both of which missed, | abana F. Myers, general counsel, | American-produced film has world- | Vania, $648; United Artists Theatre 
when he was dumped from car, be- | Durin Feb. for the NCCJ that Allied would join no such pro-| preemed outside the U. S., Enter- |C0., of Michigan, $762; United Book- 
l — . “ ” 2 . ” 
: liet being that thugs thought him | ject while the U. S. Supreme Court | prises “The Other Love” is slated to | i"& Office, $3,373; Arnold Produc- 
dead. Sorrell managed to roll him- |_ Film industry in metropolitan New | had before it the anti-trust decree. | bow in at the Empire theatre, Lon- | 10S, Inc., $2,130; Samuel Goldwyn 
self to highway where he was found York in February raised $55,933 for; MPTOA was hot for the proposal |don, about March 25. David Lewis, | Studios, $6,710; Monogratin Pictures, 
by E. F. Pischel, naval ordnance the National Conference of Chris-/and had acceptances by ATA and | who produced the pictdre, arrived in | $38,230; National Theatres Corp. and 
training station civilian employee, and tians and Jews, more than doubling |the Independent Theatre Owners|New York Monday (3) from the | | affiliates, $6,638; National Pictures 
driven to Inyokern hospital. Sor- | the $27,400 raised during all of 1946, Assn. However, after considerable | Coast and is slated to sail for Eng- Corp., of California, $1,011; Principal 
rell’s car was found off San Fern- | David Weinstock, Raybond theatres | mental tussling, its heads decided |land Friday (7) aboard the Queen | Theatres, Inc., of Arizona, $550; 
ando road. where he had left it at |P™exy and chairman of the industry's | that no successful forum could be | Elizabeth, carrying a print of the | Sherman Oaks Theatre Corp., $3,315; 
time of being seized by hoods. |division finance committee, revealed | launched if Allied stayed out. Along | picture with him. Another print will United Artists, $21,145. 
Chi 1g] a) tachaions em: |" 5, Oe luncheon held last Wed-| with that group the Pacific Coast | be taken over by Arthur Pincus, as-|,,4!bert Warner, trust, $27,985; 
, oa te ae : sinted up by nesday (26) at the Hotel Astor, N. Y.| Conference of Independent Theatre | sistant ad-pub chief of Loew's Inter- | #@""Y M. Warner, trust, $17,898; 
sage sation me by ae of | Total is expected to reach $61,218 | Owners, affiliated with Allied, de- | national, who flies to England today (Continued on page 24) 
se . . . . . | 
: with the addition of- contributions (Continued on 13) (Wednesday ) TD 
' three, which was masquerade used os - page ° 
te param ~~ | from 62 more members who've not toew's sail : - F il d Gi 
. ‘ ~ is > massacre |- . oew’s International, foreign - Co T 
y during St. Valentine's ay Waensere vet reported. Weinstock declared the e ; . ner ‘ - _— alle to Ive nsent 0 
s by ngdom. An- °. : tribs of Enterprise product, decided | 
' of 1920's by Chicago gang eight majors’ homeoffices would, be t he fil . 
| | €18 , * 0 open the film in London, accord- ¥ d ble’ Ch 
: (Cc oatinued On al 18) — to pagioneey 4 “aeeienes oly 9 0 e ing to Lewis, since the film’s locale xpen a e aracter, 
Pears porations to me e , quoxa. is in England. Barbara Stanwyck 
, nee : : ae ’s for 4006 
: Krim, Benjamin Sailing Other committee heads present gave * 9 | star of “Love” with David Niven and Sues Loew $ or 00 
s preliminary reports - Saeed tc fy er on ll currently vacationing in Europe, has tele Menke 
t ° lof the Brotherhood Wee rive to é : ot. Louis, Marcn 4. 
. T F | Di b po Mets extended her stay to be on hand for, fhe pic treatment by L , 
| poise mp eat  —y Bat ee tations be- | {2 pret, Date for the U.S. open- | wrhey Were Expendable” last week 
° St i a ehind-the-scenes negotiations be- | ing has not yet been set, with Enter- | pec wag ' : : 
; Of E-L Films in Britaim | change and homeoffice campaign. tween David QO. Selznick and the | prise prexy Charles Einfeld expected erage Det ce Gee 
: Distribution schedule of Fagle- | Spyros Skouras, 20th-Fox prexy Legion of Decency are apparently | to delay it until the film gets settled ‘the former Lt. Beulah M. Greenwalt 
P4 Lion pix in Britain will be shaped and the industry's national chair-| going on in regard to “Duel in the | in its London run. wartime nurse from St. Louis and 
4 at a series of huddles in London | wae or yes ae rer Pe cap Rippon 6." refuse altogether} Jewis, whose contraci with Enter- , now Mrs. Bruce Walcher of Denver, 
m next week attended by Arthur Krim, | 2’Teacy — Consent o talk about it, but it is under-| prise calls for two more pix, said he | Her petition alleges she was the 
1 E-L prexy, and officials of the J. yeac’s campaign and called a meet-|stood Selznick is endeavoring to hopes to do his next one in England | “Peggy” heroine of the book, from 
+ c-L prexy, ficials 0 "ling for the week after Labor Day|come to terms with the official , iain 4 rhich ic 
Arthur Rank organization including | en eet: tan Weetieninaey phere S60 2008, | Cambell hi : and will consequently shop for stu- | which the pic was adopted, and that 
John Davis, Rank’s top man, John | °° %* UP preiuntnary P : - | Catholic censorship body on making | gio space while there. He hopes to | the “so-called love interest” in the 
d Wolfe and Teddy Carr. Krim sails | D‘- Everett R. Clinchy, NCCJ prexy,| the Technicolor western epic ac-| get Norma Shearer to star in the | flicker was made without her knowl- 
" ) , p - |lauded the industry’s work in the | ceptable to it. ‘le j | edge or cons 
é Friday (7) aboard the Queen Eliz-| vam aign, declaring that nothing| Oni 7. t. , |fourth film. While in N. Y., he hud- | edge or consent. 
f abeth accompanied by Robert Ben- | | . gy Rake the L. of D. is’ died with Lewis Milestone, director | It will be recalled that as an Army 
= jamin, head of the Rank outfit in (Continued on page 24) that “Duel” has not been given a | (Continued on page 18) j nurse at Corregidor she met Lt. 
, : i | ee : — rating yet as to its acceptability for pas . ing , 
it the U. S. Benjamin is trekking to Peedi sited? anal Robert Bolling Kelley of famed 
iS sli inali , distribu- N. Y. FILM EDITORS GET | Seneral audiences, limited audiences | Motor Torpedo Boat Squadron 3. Her 
“ roe ng Te ion “Univeral and | or no audiences. Pic was seen by petition states that their relationship 
n Rank ; | 00S | the organization’s reviewers three R }was at first professional, as she 
: Confabs with General Film Dis- | 15- 20%, WAGE B and one-half weeks ago. (Customari- 0 NU WITH Bieter him for an infected hand, and 
- tributors, Rank subsid handling E-L.| Under new contract inked by Mo- + Ae peed ’ renga — a few ( NTI ING | later they were on terms of “per- 
roduct in Britain, and Eagle-Lion, | tion Picture Film Editors, Local 771, | “7 ; < Ww anger i ig- | Sonal friendship.” But in the flicker, 
p I d ead alter Wanger is reported dis- | a ‘ : ar ae 
a 7 z > n the meantime, widesprea : : : : it is alleged, their friendship in ef- 
Hy Ltd. which will distribute the same|IATSE, and Columbia, March oi : ae, * gs he cussing extension of his releasing | S 
- i in ail parte of the worll esmgt\Tune Metre International - and | movement amongst Catholics on t gf Bn ees with tialenh nade | fect wag portrayed as a romance, and 
~ the western hemisphere, will take | Pathescope, 50 editors, assistants and omg. o~aq Ks a MD ahead sult of falling through of the deal pry: were depicted as “sweethearts 
“ some 10 days with Krim_ then | apprentices have been awarded wage | S- a hoe ss taking . |DY Which he was to move to United | rr lovers. , rae 
‘eturning to the U. S. for a fast trip boosts ranging from 15 to 20%. Re- deavoring to head it off by taking a Artists. Prod foal ie Although Lt. Kelley was called 
r ri a r Fad |troactivity of Pathescope, MOT and | ©Onciliatory attitude on cuts. This is Aen > , 0 “7 9 as ~— ¥ “Rusty” in the film, and she was 
. ge ating con . t _Columbi reements is to Jan. 1, |CoMtrary to the stand taken by How- — wee under the old contract, | called “Sandy,” the petition states, 
w Under. tentative schedule now se olumbia agre s is ; , oT lew.” which {plus one to be delivered by the|; sieal, ” sade tamed 7 ne 
, OT ne 7, and of Metro Int tional’s to 2d Hughes on “The Outlaw,” which | -. , " it was apparent .who the picture 
|- up GFD receives “Lost Honey moon,” 11947, and o etro International’s to “"" a ‘ ; «i pans Corp, whic “0. . Gea Brits | nnarcatere' earunee : 
i ts ‘was the last film to run into heavy characters represented. Mrs. Wal- 
a first E-L delivery to Rank, upon} Nov. 15, 1946. Lang head ; 
P Krim’ arriv il. “Repeat Perform Contracts set a 40-hour week at | Regnens oe page.) | Abe Bi ' tock, W tt | ee, oe arenes Se ee 
‘im’s arrival. - / s - e Bienstock, Wanger’s attorney, | Bataan death march last June, is ask- 
n * . . ay | . a i€, IS as 
ance” will be dispatched May 15; | Columbia and Pathescope and p | declared that the “Joan of Arc” film ing for $150,000 actual damages and 
“Red Stallion,” June 30; “Out of the | 3744-hour week at MOT and Metro. ‘J if , R Its Fi Id presse the producer will make in $250.000 punitive damages. Her pe- 
= Blue,” Aug. 15; “Love From a)/New minimums for editors are fixed ale everses 1e }association with Ingrid Bergman tition also asserts that the pic has 
Stranger.” Sept. 30; and “Captain at $120.75 per week, with assistant On Eve of Oscar Awards and Victor Fleming will in no case reaped large profits because of its 
Casanova.” Nov. 1. “It's a Joke,| editors receiving $60.38 and editing Lif » this thet f be included among the pix Wanger element of “love interest ” 
Son.” first E-L American pic. won't room assistant $42. Metro Interna- SS = issue ©" | will deliver to U under his old pact . Ae 
fe ‘ ee oe sno it’s ficured | ti al dubbi ditors are receiving March 10) will take a highly un- “el oe: em rer eee ; tea ee 
“ make the trip at all since it’s figured | tional dubbing ec j : NE | usual step by “re-reviewing” films His next, under that agreement, will 
” too local in text to be an overseas | $97.75 a week, with other categories - ote eon ctaaee aaa” hee tte be “Lost Love,” with Susan Hay- ARONSON’S ILLNESS 
1, grosser. granted scales. corresponding to Qnais atelailes of -tdiein tn its | Ward, which goes before the cameras 
0, Krim is heading to Britain at those in other contracts. avian judgments on santa ‘Sie snd in mid-March. STALLS EXPORT PLAN 
. = “ee yal , aps omy “ed 7 - eR Paras a reappraisal of their qualities. Prin- eat ihe commitment 
: ile nere he also scan ank ‘ cipal sufferer in this regard is 'S yeing cleane up with “Secret Illness of Alexander Aronson, 
n pix which the company will dis- N. Y. SCG Strike Vote “Razor's Edge.” with Life flatly Behind the Door,” now in produc- which sent him to the hospital in 
n, tribute in the U. 5 Under saad a of U , S. Lanor stating its reviewers went overboard | on New York Monday (3), is delaying 
“¢ si aaniiabeaan a Department. Sci een Cartoonists in the high praise they bestowed agnrre: start of the Motion Picture Associa- 
s US DISTRICT COURT Guild, _— 1461, IS — a strike on the 20th-Fox film when original- Wanger Signs Day tion’s program for super-selectivity 
ay — v vote today (9) among ov union em- jy presented as “Picture of the Hollywood, March 4 of films going abroad. Aronson, 
1g SID STEPS LABOR BEEF ployees working at Terry ytoon stu- Week.” They take it down a good Richard Day. who recently aide to Gerald Mayer, head of the 
as E dios in New Rochelle Negotiations many pegs in the new appraisal. checked out as art director for 20th- | MPA’s international department, is 
A Los Angeles, March 4. for a contract having been going on Coming on the eve of the Academy Fox, was signed by Walter Wanger | in charge of the selection of the pix. 
“ Jurisdictional disputes among la- between the union and company In- Awards next week, Life’s extra- to design a film based on the career Aronson has been huddling with 
x bor unions in the film industry are termittently for over two years. large film section steals a march by of Joan of Arc. the foreign staffs of the eight film 
side the J. S. District Major union demand is for a picking its own candidates for hon- Picture will be produced by , companies which distribute abroad 
1g outside the fold of the U. 5. Ss , on ; ‘ ches ; : : , 
Court, in the opinion of Judge Ben standard contract calling for $125 ors. Three top contenders it names ,Wanger in association with Ingrid | via the Motion Picture Export Assn. 
py Harrison in Federal Court. minimum for animators and story are “Best Years of Our Lives” Bergman and Victor Fleming. Film| on methods and policies regarding 
ng Declaring such problems contrac- writers. with corresponding scales | (RKO-Goldwyn), “Yearling (M-G) translation will contain portions of | selection. Results of his survey were 
n- tual. the jurist dismissed a suit by a for other categories of workers. and “Henry v" (UA-Rank). the Maxwell Anderson legit play, to have been taken up by the MPA 
~ number of film workers who had | Terrytoon is currently the only car- Mag also incidentally takes a hefty “Joan of Lorraine,’ in which Miss | and MPEA exec staffs with prexy 
h asked a ruling on their rights in the | toon studio operating without a swat at Hollywood in general on the | Bergman is currently starring on) Eric Johnston in Washington today 
id . . “ ‘@ ality level of the 1946 crop. i Broadway. | (Wednesday). 
th studio strike. junion agreement. {low qua ) 
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“THE RAZOR'S EDGE” = “THE LATE GEORGE APLEY” = “THE GHOST AND MRS. MUIR” 
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M-G, 20th Music Expansion 








sparkplugging of negotiations with 
BVC, the Von Tilzers, etc.  Inci- 
dentally, Hollywood agent Frank 
Orsatti, who figures with Harry Fox, 


trustee of the Music Publishers 
Protective Assn., in the Von Tiizer 
dicker, is also trying to set a film 


biagraphical deal based on the life 
of Harry Von Tilzer. 

With the BVC deal would go the 
services of Jack Bregman, Rocco 
Voeco and Chester Conn, three of 
Tin Pan Alley’s topflight music con- 
tact men, 

Only recently did 20ith-Fox acquire 
a 26% interest in Robbins Music 
Corp., which is 51% owned by 
Loew’s, Inc. The 20th-Fox buy-in on 


Robbins made that company 1 part- 
ner, with Loew's (Metro), in a music 
copyright pool, for the first time. 


Interlocking Potentials 

Metro and 20th-Fox’s ex- 
panded empire in music includes 
a British firm (B. Feldman has 
been mentioned in negotiation), 
and the Edwin H. Morris, Santly- 
Joy and Mills Music firms have 
been variously discussed before. 
Morris is still not a cold item. 

Idea is for song exploitation 
for benefit of the film  box- 
office, with the different music 
pubs to concentrate on this or 
that film. There’s also mechan- 
icals (MGM Records) and syn- 
chronizations (again the Holly- 
wood tie-in). In connection with 
video Metro has been reported 
interested in both on FM and 
television license. It already 
owns station WHN, N. Y. 

On top if it all, it would place 
Metro-20th’s music interests in a 
powerful position in ASCAP. 








On top of this, and this time at the 
instigation of 20th, the two Von 
Tilzer brothers’ deals, and that of 
BVC were started. Both have gone 
beyond the casual talk stage. 

The 20th-Fox deal in Robbins 
Music covers the same $673,000 for 
Jack Robbins’ 26% which Loew’s 
paid in buying out the founder of 
the company. Robbins, as an indi- 
vidual, thus emerged with $500,000 
for his end. The negotiating terms 
eo! the Von T. and BVC deals are 
undisclosed at this writing but latter 
may run between = $750,000 and 
$1.000,000. 

Two sets of brothers figure on both 
sides of the Loew's and 20th-Fox 
principals. Nick Schenck is presi- 
dent of Loew's and Joe Schenck is 
top studio exec of 20th. Similarly 
Charlie Moskowitz is v.p. and treas- 


urer of Loew’s and his brother Joe | 


Moskowitz is v.p. of 20th. 
New Setup 

In the new Robbins Music Corp. 
setup Charlie Moskowitz is presi- 
dent: brother Joe Moskowitz and Lep 
Friedman are veepees; Charles K. 
Stern is treasurer; Abe Olman (g.m. 
ot the Robbins, Feist. Miller Music 


Corps.) secretary; Harold J. Cleary, | 


Bernard Prager and Steve Levitz, 
asst. secs; Jesse T. Mills, asst. treas. 
Olman, Prager (sales manager} and 
Levitz (production manager) aré the 
basic music men wno started with 
Robbins. Newly elected directors of 
Robbins include both Moskowitzes, 
Friedman, J. Robert Rubin, 
R Vogel, Mills and W. C. Michel, 
All are Loew’s, Inc., officers except- 
ing Joe Moskowitz and Michel, who 
is also a 20th-Fox veepee. 

Robbins group of music publish- 
ing firms comprises Robbins Music 
Feist, Miller, Walter Jacobs, Inc., 


_ Big 3 Music Corp., Gene Krupa Mu- | 


sic Corp., Robbins International | 
Corp., Variety Music, Inc., and the | 
newly formed Harry Warren Music 
Corp., which was organized to pub- 
lish the music of songsmith Warren. 
Until Warren was formed he pub- | 
lished via BVC, as did Mack Gor- 
don, now a 20th-Fox film producer 
as well as songwriter. Their friend- 
ship with Bregman-Vocco-Conn un- 
doubtedly influenced the Loew-20th 
deal for this firm, since BVC had to 
relinquish previous commitments 
with both Warren and Gordon. 
Another angle must figure in that 
Jack Bregman owns around 5% of 
Robbins Music Corp., since he was 
originally partnered with Jack Rob- 
bins but left to form BVC. Levitz, 
Prager and Domenico Savino own 


the rest of the minority stock. The | 


duo, being Robbins Music 
it’s assumed a 


former 
(Loew's) employees, 


deal will be made for acquisition of | 


their stock as well as Bregman’s. 


Savino thus remains the lone hold- | 


eut. 
Harry Fox, agent and trustee for 


Continued from page 1 





many of the topflight members of 
the. Music Publishers. Protective 
Assn., is said to figure in both (the 
late) Harry Von. Tilzer and the con- 
temporaneous. Will Von _ Tilzer 
(‘Broadway Music Corp.) deals, aid- 
ed by Hollywood agent Frank Or. 
satti, Latter is also offering a Von 
Tilzer biopic to the studios, 
Schreiber, aide to Darryl 
production chief at the 
studios, figures in the BVC 

Intra-tvrade wise these music 
maneuvers have other nuances. 
chiefly revolving around the per- 
sonalities of Bregman and Robbins. 
First Robbins eased Bregman out: 
then Loew’s (Metro) eased out Rob- 
bins; and now Bregman would be 
back in the Robbins corporate setup. 

The television aspects, above-men- 
tioned, are coupled in a lesser de- 
gree with Loew-Metro’s and 20th- 
Fox's ambitions in the recording 
fields. M-G-M Records tees off this 
week importantly and it may well 
| be that 20th-Fox will revive inter- 
est in recording. 


Boothmen Union Buys 
Ads in Mpls. Dailies 


To Hit Politico Raps 


Zanuck, 
20th-Fox 
deal. 





Joseph | 


Minneapolis, March 4. 
Minneapolis Motion Picture Ma- 
chine Operators took large news- 


|paper display ads to answer criti- 
cisms of the union’s 





UA’s 29 Pix Backlog 
Cost $41,000,000, Sez 
Grad Sears in SW Meet 


El Paso. March 4. 
United Artists has a backlog of 


|29 pictures completed and awaiting 


| branch 


hese )exhibs here Sunday (2). 


workings by | 


|two members of the state legislature, | 


Representative H. A. French and 
Senator Donald Wright, voiced at a 
Minneapolis 
| Air” over the radio and in the Min- 
neapolis Star Journal. 


The union denied that 
membership of 200 cardmen and 
1,500 permit men who haven't a 
voice or vote and are charged $20 
per month for the privilege of work- 
ing, as claimed by French. It pointed 


release, produced at a negative cost | 
a 


of $41,000,000, Grad Sears told 
conclave of district 
managers, salesmen and 
VA v.p. in 
charge of distribution spoke at the 
windup of a four-day regional 
meeting of company reps. 
Discussion held of 


was decree 


selling. with George Raftery, of the 
UA legal staff, explaining new pro- 
visions. Those at the huddles also 


viewed a lineup of nine 
pix. 

Sears, Raftery and 
western salesmanager, left here for 
Chicago for a similar meeting start- 
ing Thursday (6). They are to be 
joined there by Joe Unger. general 
sales manager, and Paul N. Lazarus, 
Jr., pub-ad’ chief, who proceed from 
the h.o. 


coming UA 











Free-Trade Pitch 


Continued from page % 











singled out 
(and many 
for restrictions. 


unfairly by the British 
other countries as well) 
Films, the MPA 
maintains, are only one aspect of 
trade, which must also take into ac- 
count such items as Scotch whisky, 
British shipping, woolens, cutlery 
and china and the myriad of other 


exports which flow across the At- 
lantic. 
By getting a general agreement 


which would include films, MPA sees 


| the heading off of the necessity of 


“Town Meeting of the | 


further talks with the British on re- 
strictions, since the whole problem 


| would be out of the hands of the 


it has a! 


|out that there are but 64 theatres in | 


Minneapolis, and with 1,700 men all | 


working that would necessitate the 
employment of about 27 operators in 
|each theatre booth. The union, it 
said, has contracts with every thea- 
tre here, but this provides steady 
|employment only for 94 cardmen 
|and 10 registered apprentices 
'mitmen). 

Advertisements assert every card- 
man has a voice and vote, that the 
10 registered apprentices 
service men whom the 
‘taught and who now are steadily 
employed. The dues, it’s stated, are 
|less than 2% of their total earnings 
and, after a period of not to exceed 
| three years, the apprentices will be 
' given full membership. 

“A point which we would like to 
| stress,” the ads said, 
‘entire membership is mighty proud 
of the fact that Local 219 MPMO 
was organized back in October, 1911, 


“is that our | 


| films in the world market. 
(per- | 


are ex-| 
union has | 


British industry and out of the hands 


of Parliament, except insofar as the | 


negotiations effect the economy as a 
whole. That’s why Bric Johnston, 
MPA prexy, attaches so much im- 
portance to the Geneva confab he 
intends to be there himself. 

It is also why the Association last 
week presented the Committee for 
Reciprocity Information, for the en- 
lightment of U. S. reps, 
plannéd and executed pamphlet ex- 
plaining the position of American 


tion to a prefatory statement, pam- 
phiet goes into detail on how much 
each of the countries to be repre- 
sented means to the U. S. industry 
(see table herewith) and the restric- 
tions each imposes on American 


| films. 


and with only two exceptions has | 


never at any time had any serious 
| misunderstanding with our employ- 
ers;..” 

Senator 
the union 
/$1,000 for an 
union’s answer 
only $150. 


Wright had charged that 
requires a payment of | 
initiation fee. The 
is that the fee is 





-Col.’s 26-Week Net Profit, | 
$1,560,000, Slight Advance. 


Columbia’s net for the 26 weeks, 
ended Dec. 28, ’46, totalled $1,560,000, 


‘a slight advance over the $1,295,000 | 


chalked up by the company during 
comparative period of the year pre- 
vious. Operating profit for Columbia 
| was $2,480,000 with estimated provi- 
| sion for Federal taxes mounting to 
| $920,000. Profits before taxes com- 
pares with $2,250,000 garnered by 
Columbia for the comparative pe- 
riod of fiscal °46. 

Equivalent earnings per share are 
' $2.25 against $1.92 for the 26 weeks 
ended Dec. 29, 1945. Comparative 
earnings are computed after deduc- 
tion of preferred stock dividends. 
Outstanding common 
622.782 in December, ’46, 
595,447 for the year before. 


4hI° ? 
Jones for ‘Night 
Hollywood, March 4. 
Selznick assigned Jen- 
star in 


against 





David O. 
nifer Jones to 
the Night.” 
late F. Scott Fitzgerald. 

Picture is slated for late spring, 
with Joseph Cotten penciled in for 
the male lead. 


| 
| 


| planation is given to the two quota | 


Although the MPA aims to be in- 
cluded 
Johnston-signed pamphlet states: “If 


American motion pictures are to be | 


adequately protected ... the trade 
agreements to be negotiated in Gen- 
eva next April must include provi- 
sions applying specifically to films.” 

Reciprocal agreements have not in | 
the past provided adequate protec- 
tion to pix, the statement says, since 


films differ radically from ordinary | 


articles of commerce. 
Significance attached by 


England’s restrictions contained in 
the statement to the Reciprocity In- 
formation Committee. Complete ex- 


| laws which now apply in England. 


U. S. Pix Returns Abroad 


Following is a compilation of information provided by the Motion 


stock totalled | 


“Tender Is} 
based on a novel by the | 


| 


| 


managers, | 


Maury Orr. 


a carefully | 


In addi- | 


in overall agreements, the | 


Johnston 
and his‘advisers to the British end | 
of the coming negotiations is seen in | 
the lengthy and detailed analysis of | 





Metro's Domestic Sales Slump Cut 
Ist Quarter Earnings; 2nd Locks Up 








Eagle-Lion Overflow 


Hollywood, March 4 
| Eagle-Lion, crowded for space on 
jits own lot, took a lease on the 
| Morey-Sutherland studio for over- 
flow production. 

Deal calls for occupancy from May 
through December this year, with an 
option for 1948. 


| 
} 


Hawaii ‘ NY. Plane 
Hop Eclipses Par’s 
‘Blaze of Noon’ Bally 


best laid 
gone astray. Company's flackery 
rigged a transcontinental flight for 
pilot Paul Mantz in his P-51 Mustang 
as exploitation plug for the New 
York preem of Par’s “Blaze of Noon.” 
Mantz raved across the country in 
his ship, carrying the pic’s name 
as its own, to break the solo non- 
stop record of six hours and 39 
minutes. 

Ordinarily, the feat have 
garnered plenty of valuable news- 
acreage for the film. But no 
hats were feathered in this case 
because Mantz’s dash tangled with 
the spectacular flight of Betty-Jo, 
fighter plane, from Hawaii to New 
'York. Betty-Jo harvested all the 
glory while Mantz’s new record 
'rated also-ran notices in which New 
York dailies paid scant attention to 
the plane’s name and its pic tieup. 


METRO HUDDLE CUES 
‘MERTON’ RESHOOTING 


Hollywood, March 4. 

“Merton of Movies” has been or- 
dered back to work by Metro execs 
|}after a meeting with prexy Nicholas 
M. Schenck. 

Only 1,000 feet of Al Lewis’ pro- 
|duction is to be saved; 7,000 feet 
|} have been ordered reshot. Cost to 
|date is estimated at $2,000,000. 


Felix A. Jenkins, 20th-Fox 
Exec, Passes Away at 97 


Felix A. Jenkins, secretary of 
20th-Century-Fox Film Corp. and a 
member of the board, died March 4 


Paramount's plans have 


would 


papel 








at Montclair, N. J. His age was 57 
years. 

Jenkins was born in Pelham 
Manor, N. Y., and was graduated 
from University of Virginia Law 
School. He was admitted to the 


‘New York Bar in 1913. He entered 
| the general practice of law in New 
' York City with the firm of White 
| & Case, and in January, 1928, be- 


He was a 
Epsilon 


partment of 20th-Fox. 
member of Delta Kappa 
| Fraternity. 

He leaves a widew atid four sons. 


DELMAR TO FILM ‘GIRLS’ 
Hollyweod, March 4. 
American Eagle has _ optioned 
“Follow the Girls” for summer film- 
ing, with Harry Delmar as co- 
| producer. 
Film tentatively will star Jack 
Oakie, Buster West and Jack Durant. 











Picture Assn. to the delegation wh 


ich will represent the U. S. at the 


conference in Geneva next month to negotiate reciprocal trade agree- 


ments. . 
° Proportion of Proportion 
U. S. industry's Screen Time 
Entire Foreign Obtained by No. of 
Income U.S. Pix Theatres 

Great Britain .......%. ° 80% 
OeGE S... «0 < cnkeskcn tae 10% 95% vies 
Australia . é..o20e50% 10% ” a, 1.570 
South Africa .. ...... 45% ~~ 450 
oe See « 4Y, 90% 2.000 
Re ee, ee ee 3% 65% 800 
PE Accwads aden tes 3% oe a aE 
a ee a 2.5° ; 10% 1,600 
New Zealand . 15% 550 
Cuba PE 1% ; 400 
Nether lands eels Goa 1% 60% 400 
Se Week sviiscss sone 6% 80% 290 
i : ere ree 3% vleee 300 
Re saya 15% 10% 
China. re Economic conditions chaotic 
Czechoslov akia. , Uncertain at the moment 
SD oe Gess5.0 0 0 ors 


* Not given in report, 
“as important as all other countr 


but generally 


accepted as 60%. Report states 
ies of the world” combined 


¢ 


* Drop in earnings of Loew’s, Inc., 


for the first fiscal quarter of this 
year resulted from a slump in reve 
enue from domestic film distribu- 
stockholders were told at 
the annual meeting held Thursday 
27) in the home office. Trend for 
the second quarter, ending March 
13. looks better if it continues 


tion sales, 


and, 


upward, should absorb most of the 
first quarter's drop (l4c per share 
under the similar period a year 


120) in the 
cording to 


yearly statement, ac- 
Charles C. Moskowitz, 
and treasurer. 

‘Net profits of 
the first 


|’ eepee 
Loew's, Inc., for 
quarter of the current fis- 


il year totalled $3,650,967, as 
1gainst $4,333,623 for the same 
period last year. Figure represents 


earnings of 72c per share this year, 
as against 86c per share for the first 
quarter of 1945-46.) 

Moskowitz pointed out that divi- 
dends paid chis year were the high- 
est in Loew’s history because of the 
recent 3-for-1 stock split. Company 
could have declared a larger divi- 
derd on the basis of its earnings 
but decided to build up the treasury, 
since the money might be needed to 
buy out minority theatre holdings in 
accordance with anti-trust decree 
provisos. Moskowitz declined to 
estimate publicly what proportion 
of Loew’s gross revenue comes from 
foreign film sales, telling the stock- 
holders such info should be with- 
held from the company’s com- 
petitors, 

Other highlights of the meeting, 
at which the incumbent board of 
10 directors was reelected, was the 
formal denial by J. Robert Rubin, 
Liew’s veepee, of reports that the 
company had bought the Hotel As- 
tor, N. Y., and the disclosure by 
Moskowitz that the recently-formed 
M-G-M Records, which he heads as 


prexy, is presently pressing its first 
disks, which should go on gale 
within the next week. 
Video, 16m, Ete. 
In answer to stockholders’ ques- 
| tions, Rubin declared television 
offers no immediate threat to film 


biz and said Loew's has no imme- 
diate plans for instituting 16m dis- 
tribution in the U. S. Loew’s has 
found reduction of standard 35m 


| product to 16m size affords unsatis- 


came a member of the Legal De- | 


factory prints, giving only. 40% of 
the visual and sound values of 35m 
stock. Right now, Rubin said, the 
company will confine its narrow- 
gauge distribution to the foreign 
market but if it’s found that small 
U. S. towns eventually want 16m 
product, then Loew’s will follow the 
general industry trend. 

Meet took on fiery aspects when 
Lester Fuller, who owns 10 shares 
of stock in most of the majors and 
consistently is heard at all stock- 
holders meets, complained about the 
top salaries being paid Loew’s top 
execs. Fuller claimed Loew’s is 
“notorious—and I use that word ad- 


| visedly—for super-generosity to ex- 


ecutive personnel.” Singling out 
Rubin, who chairmaned the meet, 
Fuller claimed Rubin's annual re- 
tirement pay amounts to half of 
President Truman’s annual salary, 
with Truman representing “130,- 
000,000 stockholders.” Rubin coun- 
tered with the claim that his com- 
pensation is in payment for turning 
over a lucrative production biz to 
Metro when the company was first 
formed. Moreover, he declared, high 
salaries are paid because of the lim- 
ited number of top men available. 

Moskowitz, explaining the com- 
pany’s retirement plan, said that 
execs had decreased their own sgal- 
aries by more than what the com- 
pany puts into the retirement fund. 
Difference he said, goes into the 
treasury. Other stockholders, point- 
ing to Loew’s $32,000,000 profits for 
the year, shouted Fuller down, giv- 
ing the directorate a virtual vote of 
confidence. 


Par’s 50c, Rep’s 25c Divvy 


Flow of pix coin to inyestors via 
stock dividends continued this week 
with Paramount and Republic join- 
ing the parade Par’s board an- 
nounced payment of the company’s 
regular quarterly divvy of 50c per 
share of common stock, to be doled 
out March 31 to stockholders of rec- 
ord, March 11. 

Republic declared a regular quar- 
| terly dividend of 25c per share on 
| preferred stock, payable April 1 to 

record stockholders as of March 10. 
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SHOOTING COMPLETED...NOW CUTTING 
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with KENT SMITH * NED SPARKS | | 
WALLACE FORD | 

Written and Produced by ROBERT RISKIN * Directed by WILLIAM A. WELLMAN | 
Released through RKO Radio Pictures, Inc. « A William A. Wellman Production 
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N. ¥. Labmen Disclaim Strike Intent — 
But Claim Wage Disparity With L. A 


With strike talk and preparations 4 





brewing in the background, contract | 
negotiations between 18 major New 
York labs and the film lab techni- | 
cians union, Local 702, entered into 
a crucial stage this week after a | 
deadlock lasting more than a month. 
Expiration date of current pact be- | 
tween the labs and union falls on 
March 11 and Local 702 has already 
indicated intent to shut down key 
phase of local film industry by its | 
filing of a strike vote with Govern- 
ment labor departments. 

Growing impression among film 
companies that settlement of dis- | 
puted questions will not be achieved 
before March 11 deadline has re- 
sulted in rush activity among all 
companies making prints in this | 
area. Union officials, however, dis- | 
claim any knowledge of any speed- | 
up in printing operations over last | 
few weeks and are putting a tem- 
porary damper on strike threats 
pending exhaustion of all other 
means Of breaking the negotiation’s 
logiam. 

Outstanding point of disagreement | 


between lab execs and union nego-| 
tiating committee remains the lat- | 
ter’s demand for wage parity with 


west coast lab workers in all cate- 
gories. Disparity in wage scales 
between east and west coast is in- 
dicated most sharply in lowest wage | 
category with difference ranging | 
from $1.40 per hour to 87c. Other | 
union demands include increased va- | 
vation time, severance pay, sick 
leave and differential rates for night | 
workers. 

In effort to arrive at 
standing, contract talks have 
scheduled for three and four times 
a week. To date, however, prog- 
ress has been recorded only on 
minor ee: in proposed contract. 


under- 
been 


an 


Dietz Gives Dem Bums 
A Li'l Dignity; PS, There’s 
A Metro Pic Tied to It 


Metro veepee over’ ad-publicity 
Howard Dietz has come up with one 
of the most space-gathering ballyhoo 
stunts in years as a special cam- 
paign for M-G's forthcoming “It! 
Happened in Brooklyn.” Stunt re- 
volves around the formation of an 
organization known as the “First 
Families of Brooklyn” (FFB), which 
was incorporated last week in the | 


King’s County supreme court at | 1 
Brooklyn's Borough Hall. 
Stunt has been entirely blind to | 
date, since no mention of either | 
| 


Metro or the film has been handed 
out. As a result, all New York 
dailies, thinking it was strictly on 
the up-and-up, devoted plenty of 
space to the organization, with the 
said N. Y¥. Times devoting a two- 
column headline to it: on the first 
page of the paper's second section 
last Thursday (27). N. Y. Herald- 
Tribune went so far as to give the 
organization an editorial and the 
Brooklyn papers, of course, played 
it high on page one. Story also 
made all the wire services. 

Metro’s part in the stunt comes 
in through the awarding of a special 
life membership in FFB to Jimmy 
Durante, one of the stars of “Brook- 


| 


| 





lyn.”. Durante was selected for this | 
signal honor since Brooklynites, re- | 


membering his long career at Coney | 
Island, consider him the borough's 
“chief Hollywood booster.” Come- 
dian has been invited in from the 
Coast for a special rally of FFB, to | 
be held March 11 at Loew’s Metro- | 
politan in Brooklyn. Stunt broke 
Metro’s way yesterday (Tuesday) 
when an FFB delegation petitioned 
Joseph R. Vogel, Loew’s veepee over 
theatres, to preem “Brooklyn” at the 
Metropolitan. Vogel “reluctantly” 
consented te de se on March 11. 

Idea was the brainchild cf Dietz, 
who turned it over to Herb Crooker, 
Metro homeoffice publicity chief, 
and Eddie Dowden of the Loew’s 
publicity staff, for a follow-through. 
Duo have got up a special booklet 
including the FFB bylaws and gag 
photos of the “garden spot of the 
world,” At the back, of course. are 
stills from the Metro film. Bylaws 
state that “only those men and 
women who. talk Brooklyn, awake | 
and asleep, may be qualified mem- 
bers. They must believe that Brook- | 
lyn is the garden spot of the world, | 
the greatest community to live in, 
do business in, to love in, to die in, 
even if they have had the misfor- | 
tune*of having been born in the | 
puny borough where the Brooklyn | 
half of the Brooklyn Bridge ends.” 


| 





| double 


| cuffo publicity from ether 


| 
manager 


‘2d U Pic, ‘Egg and 1 


Booked Into Music Hall 


Marking another milestone in the 
upswing of its product, Universal 
has booked “The Egg and I’ into 
Radio City Music Hall to follow 
20th-Fox’s “The Late George Apley,” 
next slated attraction; Latest feat 
U’s entries, since MH has al- 
ready slotted “Great Expectations,” 
J. Arthur Rank opus distributed by 
U, for spring playing. 

“Egg” will be the first U-I film to 
play the MH since International Pic- 


tures assumed producing reins at the | 


Universal studios. Pic stars Clau- 
dette Colbert and Fred MacMurray, 
and was directed by Chester Erskine 
and produced by Fred Finkelhoffe 
and Erskine. 





CHUM Puts Nix On’ 
Cuffo Film Ads 


Toronto, March 4, 

On the claim that Canadian film 
distributors are receiving too much 
gabbers, 
Rolly Ford, manager of CHUM, To- 
ronto, has cancelled all programs 
publicizing the film industry, chief 
heave-ho being Laura Elston, former 
flack for Warners, who quit the flick- 


; ers to go into radio work. 


She was let out after her fourth 
broadcast in a new series over 
CHUM, in which her interviewees 


| had been Helmut Dantine, here with 


Tallulah Bankhead in the pre-Broad- 
way sa ea of “The Eagle Has 
Two Heads”; Jane Baxter 
ela Brown, taking a sabbatical from 
films in their principal roles with 
Jchn Gielgud in the stage revival of 
“The Importance of Being Earnest,” 
and Margaret Bannerman, home here 
for a visit between film commit- 
ments. 

Ford took the drastic step when, 
in conversation with a representa- 
tive of the Canadian film industry, 
latter inadvertently told the station 
that, as jong as radio sta- 
tions were willing to give film .men- 
tions and free publicity, the dis- 
tributors were not likely to spend 
good money for such services. Ford 
burned at that ukase. His stand was 
incorporated in a letter to Miss 
Elston, with duplicate copies to 
biggies in the Canadian film industry 
explaining why the thrice-weekly 


15-minute program was being can- | 


celled immediately. 

Letter said program was being 
dropped because “the theatre inter- 
est& (film and legit) have too long 
enjoyed the benefit of free publicity 
on the air and have been most re- 
luctant to direct even a small por- 
tion of their advertising budgets to 
support radio stations.” Ford said 
the lion’s share of the appropriation 
had always gone toward newspaper 
and magazine space and he intended 
to maintain a hush-hush policy on 

Im and theatrical matters until ad- 
vertising recognition was given radio. 


New RKO-Pathe Studio 
In N. Y. Pressing For 





Eastern Feature Prod 


New RKO-Pathe studios’ in Har- 
lem, N. Y., are slated to receive their 
introduction to major feature pre- 
duction this week when “Portrait -of 
Jenny,” 
currently shooting York, 


in New 


moves into the studio for a windup | 


RKO-Pathe 
mean- 


on all interior lensing. 
prexy Frederick J. Ullman. 


while. arrived on the Coast Monday | 


(3) for huddles with RKO prexy 
N. Peter Rathvon and production 
chief Dore Schary. Ullman is ex- 


| pected to press for the production of 


several RKO features at the eastern 
studio. 

Selznick crew began erecting sets 
at the studio last week and shooting 
is expected to begin today (Wednes- 
day.) RKO-Pathe chiefs are also 


planning to produce a series of shorts | 


especially for television at the new 
studio. Ralph B. Austrian, RKO 
Television prexy who's now in 
| Mexico City, is scheduled to move 
his offices from their present site 
in the RKO building, N. Y., to the 
Pathe offices on Madison avenue to 


|afford a closer liaison for production. | 


and Pam- | 


David O. Selznick feature | 












Allied Battle 


Continued from page 9% £ 


the same 


cided to stay away for 
reason, ' 
Allied’s 3d Nix in a Row 
Allied’s rejection is the third in a 
row to smash all efforts towards 
| unification of the nation’s exhibs 


‘and its intransigency has strength- | 


ened the hand of theatre group of- 

ficials who are calling for an open 
battle. First refusal was to bid 
by the ATA for a single front on 
the federal tax question. A letter by 
the ATA addressed to Jack Kirsch 
Allied prexy, had invited the group 


a 


to a roundtable discussion on taxa- 
tion with the idea of presenting a 
inified exhibitor delégation at Ww ash- 


} ington hearings. 

To this proposal, ATA received no 
acknowledgement or answer, it’s un- 
derstood. Second incident took place 
i} during the annual Allied directors’ 
meet when the group nixed joining 
the all-industry committee which 
the.Government had requested. In 
| each of these two instances, MPTOA 
| and ATA favored action whereas 
Allied and its affiliates put the 
hex, 

What's furthering an open fig 
the feeling among some theatre u 


on 


it 
\ 


toppers that such a move would 
force biggies in the industry to take 
a stand on Allied. Privately, an) 
of these officials are plenty peeved 
|over what they term is the uncalled 
for recognition and babying of Al- 
ilied by the distribs. Official repre- 
; sentatives of the majors attending 


Allied functions and congratulatory 
wires On various occasions are not 
warranted by Allied’s non-coopera- 
tive position on important questions. 
it’s asserted. 

Some contention is raised that Al- 
lied is encouraged because distribs 
are interested in keeping the exhibs 
divided amongst themselves. Allied. 
on the other hand, has always main- 
tained that no organization cam be 
above suspicion when part of its 
membership consists of affiliates. Its 
| aloof stance on most proposals com- 
| ing from groups with affiliate mem- 
bers is based on that feeling of sus- 
|picion, Allied officials contend. and 
, not on a desire to hit the proposals 
themselves. To back this argument. 
Allied claims to be ready to further 
any development favorable to thea- 
tre interests providing it acts inde- 
| pendently of other groups. 


a 








Foy Making ‘Stallion’ 
An Expensive Picture 


Hollywood, March 4 

Additional budget of $300,000 has 
been ordered for a partial remake 
of “Red Stallion” by Bryan Foy, who 
took over personal supervision of 
Eagle-Lion’s Cinecolor from 
Ben Stoloff 

Latter spent $1,200,000 on filn 
but Foy wants two more weeks of 
shooting, adding Guy Kibbee to the 
cast and increasing the footage 
he and bear fight 


( 


western 


+] 
tne 


0) 


or 
ho! se 


Local 10% Tax 


Washington, March 4 
A local 10° admissions tax for 
Washington was recommended to 
Congress last week by the city’s go‘ 
ernment. The bite would be in add 
tion to the 20% Federal nick, whic! 


continues indefinitely. According 
the D. C. officials, it would bring 
about $1,000,000 annually 

The proposal will be fought 
here by theatre interests, whic 
tend they will be forced into a sharp 
| cut in business if the taxes pile up to 
30° on each ticket sold. 

The proposed” admissions 
part of an omnibus plan 
to raise additional revenue for 

rgton 


to 


hard 


re h cor 


tax is 
suggested 


Was h- 


Exhibs’ Tax Rap 
Minneapolis, March 4 
The state legislature, considering 
20°, admission tax, has been told 

Minnesota exhibitors that the 
reSult would be reduced attendance 
to a degree to put many small-town 
theatres out of business. At the 
same time, exhibitors here were 
fightmg a proposal before the city 
council for a substantial increase 
t! annual theatre’ licensee fee. 
which now ranges from $50 to $500, 
i depending on zone location. 


Minn. 
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Briefs From the Lots 





Hollywood, March 4. 

| Ron Randall returned from Can- 
| ada to play the title role in “Bull- 
| dog Drummond Strikes Back,” 
second start in the “Bulldog” 
| at Columbia. 


series 
..Fortunio Bonanova 


| draws the star spot in “The Prince | 


| and the Shoemaker,” to be filmed by 
; Cuautemoce Productions in Mexico 
City...Benjamin Kline draws the 
cameraman chore on “Deadlock.” 
produced independently by Sol M. 
Wurtzel...Gus Schilling and Rich- 
ard Lane started work in a two- 
reel comedy, still untitled, at Co- 
lumbia...Richard Schayer. with 
Metro for 21 years, resigned as head 
of the junior writing department 
Adolph Menjou and Sidney Green- 
street wound up their roles in “The 
Hucksters” and checked off the 
Metro lot...John Canady, formerly 
with the Stanley Bergerman agency, 
rented space at the Hal Roach studio 
to produce commercial and educa- 
tional films in 16m. 

Jerome Courtland, recently dis- 
charged from an Army hospital. re- 
turns to the screen in “The Man 
from Colorado” at Columbia... 
Gloria Henry draws the femme 





his | 


jallopies, to the detriment of ptblic 
safety, will get a going-over in “Too 
Young to Die,” to be produced by 
William J, O'Sullivan at Republic. 


James Basevi, recently with 20th- 
Fox, appointed art director for 
Argosy...Republic picked “Drift- 
wood” as the new title for “Heaven 
for Jenny”...Terry Randall, gradu- 
| ate of the old “Our Gang” troupe, 


Kalmenson and Legal Aide Brief 
WB Sales-Admen on New Selling 


,’ 
= 


Briefing of Warner Bros. district 
managers and sales execs on ramificae 
; tions of new selling policies under 
| the Government decree was con- 
cluded at the home office last Fri- 
day (28) under tutelage of general 
sales manager Ben Kalmenson and 
legal staffer Howard Levinson. De- 
tails of the clearance, run and auc- 
tion selling provisions of the decree 
were threshed it the two-dav 
Operation by Warners on a single- 
seiting basis for the past six years 
expected to facilitate the switch- 
over to new selling methods under 
lecree. Effect of competitive bidding 
W’3 sales structure, however, was 
felt by the confab to be a moot ques- 
tion until evidence from actual auc- 
tion Operations could be studied. 
Home office execs in attendance 
included Samuel Schneider, veepee; 
Mort Blumenstock, pub-ad_ chief: 
Robert W. Perkins, general counsel: 
Roy Haines, Jules Lapidus and Nor- 
man Ayres, division sales managers? 
Ed Hinchy, playdate department 
hea Gil Golder national advertis- 


magel and others 


Bluenose Ad Bill in N.Y. 
Now Has Better Chance 
For Gov. Dewey’s Veto 


Albany, March 4. 


The barrage of indignation that’s 
zreeted the Wilson-Condon bill since 
its unanimous passage through the 
egislature now ‘makes a veto by 
Governor Thomas E. Dewey ‘more 
than likely. It’s understood that the 
Governor is inclined towardS a nix 
on the proposal to extend the cen- 
sorship powers of the Board of 
Regents following expressed opposi- 
tion by all New York City news- 
papers and. the Gannett chain up- 
state. 

Chief supporters of the bill are 
some New York City municipal 
authorities, the Regents itself and 
the Catholic Church Besides the 
newspapers the Motion Picture 
Assn., legit groups and civil ierties 
organizations have al! presented an 


anti-bill pitch to the Governor, 
Meanwhile, Regents has drafted a 
brief which it plans to present to 
the Governor contesting the claim 
that the bill carries a threat to free- 
dom of the press. View is taken by 
the Board’s chancellor, William J. 
Wallin, erstwhile mayor of Yonkers, 
N. Y.. who drafted the decision on 
“The Outlaw.” Wallin’s claim is 
that effective censorship can't be 
conducted on pi:: without authority 


| over film advertising. 


Exploitation of pictures has be- 


/come too important to ignore, the 


| brief 


draws the juvenile femme lead in | 


“If You Knew Susie,” at RKO... 
Ethel Barrymore signed for “Mem- 
ory of Love,” starring Dana An- 
drews and Merle Oberon at RKO... 
Michael Redgrave, currently in “The 
Secret Behind the Door” at Uni- 
versal-International, shifts to RKO 
March 24 for “Mourning Becomes 


| Electra.” 


Moorehead draws the 104- 
year-old grandmother role in the 
Walter Wanger production, “The 


Lost Love,” requiring a three-hour 


Agnes 


the Eddie Cantor-Joan Davis starrer, | 


asserts. Regents points out 
that for a number of years there 
have been complaints, particularly 
from Catholic clergymen, that the 
Education Dept.’s censoring has not 
been strict enough. Winding up, the 


| brief assures the Governor thatthe 


session with the makeup man, start- | 


ing at five o’clock every morning... 
Jerome Cowan was inked the 


as 


| district attorney in the Ann Sheri- 


|dan-Zachary Scott 


lead in “Keeper of the Bees.” start- | 
ing this week at Columbia...Lon | 
Chaney gets co-star billing with | 


Randolph Scott, Barbara Britton and | 


George “Gabby” Hayes in 
querque, produced by Clarion Pro- 
ductions for Paramount release 

Charles Chaplin wound up _ the 
dubbing chore on his latest produc- 
tion, “Monsieur Verdoux.”...Third 
of the Monte Hale starrers at Re- 
public will be “Colorado Skies,” 
slated to follow “Along the Oregon 
Trail” and “Heart of the Rockies” 


John Abbott completed his role in! 


Universal- 
on the 


“Time Out of Mind” at 
International and remains 
same lot for “Jeopardy.” 
Edwin L. Marin was inked by 
i RKO to direct the forthcoming 
| eames Raft starrer, “Race Street.” 
la tale of racketeering. Picture 
| slated for an April staft, with Nat 
Holt producing. 
Youngsters 


who drive hot-rod 


“Albu- | 


| previewed 


is } 


starrer, “The 
Unfaithful,” which Jerry Wald will 
produce for Warners...Jane Dar- 
well gets a featured spot on “Keeper 
of the Bees” at Columbia... .Enter- 
prise’s “Arch of Triumph,” sneak- 
at Santa Barbara. ran 
three hours and a quarter and will 
be whittled down about 15 minutes 
before release...Gene Loring drew 
a thesp role in “For -the Love of 
Mary” at  Universal-international, 
| in addition, to his job as dance di- 
rector. e 

Monte Hale mounts his paint hoss 
to ride “Along the Oregon Trail.” 
March 26, as the first of a series of 
six saddlers in Trucolor, to be pro- 
duced by Mel Tucke and directed 
by R. G. Springsteen at Republic.... 

Tale of Hollywood, “The Big Cur- 
tain.” will be Robert Cummings’ 
next starrer, under the Alson Pro- 
ductions banner for 20th-Fox release. 
Edward L. Alperson will produce, 
with filming slated to start May 1... 


authority proposed by the measure 
would be used with discretion. 














| Par Pools 


——_—— (ontinued from page 5 


tion which takes place March 25-27 
will mean return of operation of the 
houses by FWC to Par. 

Company has also closed with the 
Fabian circuit for Middletown with 
the fission date set for March 29, The 
Paramount theatre, 1,468-seater, will 
be returned to Par for management 
by Netco Theatres, company subsid, 
Operation of the State (1,191 seats) 
and Stratton (900 seats) reverts to 
Fabian. 4 





Zigmond In Charge 


Jerry Zigmond, executive assistant 
to Edward L. Hyman, veepee ef 
Paramount Theatres Service Corp., 
assumes charge of the Frisco trio of 
houses. To participate in the fan- 
fare attendant with reversion of the 
theatres, Leonard Goldenson, Par’s 
veepee in charge of exhibition, 
leaves today (5) for the Coast along 
with Hyman. Zigmond, Joseph 


Deitch and Eugene Street, company 
h.o. execs will follow close behind, 
while Robert Weitman preceded the 
group Monday (3). 

Tooflite Paramount theatre in 
Frisco will fete its return to its own 


,company by opening with “My Fa- 


vorite Brunette,” Bob Hope starrer. 
Company's studios will further the 
bally by despatching a group of stars 
attend the Hope opening. 
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“Qdd Man Out’? 


[ Two Cities-Universal ]— Dramatic Atom Bomb 
“Tes scene is an unidentified city in Northern Ireland, no doubt Bel- 





fast. The time is during the war ; the story, an incident in the activi- 

ties of the Irish Republican Army. The action starts at four o’clock 
and ends at midnight. The result, brilliantly produced and directed by 
Carol Reed, is the unrelenting and uncompromising drama of a manhunt 
in what is one of the few outstanding examples of its type and a motion 
picture which has substantial possibilities of finding ultimate place among 
the screen’s greats. e 

First, the dramatic outline: James Mason, out of prison and ill,-is chief in 
his city of the illegal organization’ Funds are required. A mill is robbed. 
In the getaway, the group escapes but Mason kills a mill manager who, in 
turn, badly injures Mason whose companions recoup him temporarily and 
thereafter lose him when he falls out of the escape car. The remainder of 
the film deals with the man hunt and Mason’s adventures on his road to death. 
Two of his men are cut down outside the house of an informer. Another, 
seeking Mason and finding him, draws off the police and is captured, but not 
before Mason gets a temporary breather. 

Hundreds of police are on the trail. The pursued man hides in alleys, 
shrinks into protective, dark corners, endeavors to harbor his waning strength 
in a horse-driven cab, falls in the rain and mud and snow, makes his way to 
the haven of a saloon. He is picked up by an underworld character who is 
prepared to turn him over to police or friends, depending upon ‘the greater 
reward, gets sorely needed aid from a medical student, stumbles Gut to meet 
Kathleen Ryan, who loves him and has been appealing to W. G. Fay, the 
parish priest, for information and assistance. In the final few minutes, the 
girl and Mason meet. Escape cut off, she fires two shots at.the police ad- 
Vancing across a snow-covered square. In the retufning ‘fusilade, and as she 
had planned, both are killed. 

Here are the essentials of taut and vigorous drama, compounded with exact- 
ing expertness in the screen play by R. C. Sheriff and R. L. Green, from a 
novel by another Green— F. J. But the bigger job was vested in Reed. To 
bring to life the realfStic relentlessness of the hunt, to probe and to find the 
soul-searching required for utter conviction, to develop the stark mood, to 
unfold and then to catch the uncertainities and the cross-purposes of the 
good and the less-than-good characters parading the screen—these are among 
the contributions of Reed’s undeniable talents as a director. ITfis work is 
magnificent. 

Mason is completely convincing and touching as the illegal resistance fighter 
whose inner conflict finds him uiable to determine if the processes ‘Of par- 
liamentary law ought not give way to violence. Miss Ryan, whose first film 
this is; immediately establishes her competency as an actress of depth arid 
professional worth. Other players, drawn principally from the ranks‘ of Dub- 
lin’s famed Abbey Playhouse, are perfectly etched in their realism. Shadin 
them for comparative values, the two who stand above the others are F. is 
McCormick, as Shell, and ‘ay.-as Father Tom. Robert Newton, as a half- 

mad artist, and Fay Compton, in a minor role, are invaluable assets of a 
noted cast. 

Commercially, “Odd Man Out” has Mason whose vogue in this country 
. on the upbeat. ics — will eeceane ie popularity, but the measure of 
the attraction’s ticket-sellin tential perhaps is best by a throwback 

to “The Ipiommes’® WAP & TRLAM AAAS ESS oS ebony 
ogee reviewed from London in Morton Picture Datty of Jan. 30, Pete?e 


urnup wrote: “This may well be rated in years to come among the screen’ sy © 


choicest masterpieces%@ Hi raisal could prove correct. eee? 
PTEROEAE WRIE Mend eee BP UAUR GRAB Bt 4S noe. may 


be foolhardy yet the opinion of this impressed reviewer is that the film would 
be better served in less length. As it stands, on the other hand, “Odd Man 
Out” is a drama-on-film which will not be quiekly forgotten..- 

Running time, 113 minutes. Adult audience classification. 
not set. 


Release date, 


Rep Kann 


“A smash number. 
Carol Reed- James 
Mason combo will 
bat this one to high 
places. 


ww 


: This may well be 
‘rated in years to 


: come among the 


screen's choicest 
masterpieces. 


‘And 
TIME MAGAZINE 


calls it: 


‘AN OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT!” 


* 
‘ *,ONE To HIGH PLACES. |. 


“Odd Man Out” 


with James Mason, Kobert #vewton, Kath- 

leen Ryan 

Rank-Univergle e © @ ow ao big Ming. 
@ ©, SMASH NUMBER: CAROL REED- 

JAMES MASON COMBO WILL BAT THIS 

; eee?” 
Uiilizing” basicaly” Sas Gh the earliest 
themes in tim piots—the chase—"“Uda 
man Out” furnishes another solid piliar 
upon which the British tiim industry can 
oud securely, potently and protitably. Witn 
marked honesty and realism in its telling 
cae tilm is starkly thrilling, suspensetus 
co an utmost degree, dynamite, dramatical- 
“y. 
The skilled talents of Carol Reed handled 
the directorial and production ends. It 
stands to be one of his top drawer efforts 
garnering laurels and prestige. The British 
gallery ot tine tilms now has another shin- 
ng work on view, hanging in separate 
category, but as important as “Brief En- 
counter’ and “Stairway to Heaven,” to 
ust a pair of recent ones. 

“Odd Man Qut” stands to be one of the 
screen's important efforts in the category 
of realistic treatment. It is downright earthy, 
rolls around in the weather, takes up mud, 
dirt, snow, rain, blood, tells its story all 
the way without softening up of hitting a 
maudlin streak. The element of love is the 
sort Wagner might have written into his 
operas with the female of the species tri- 
umphing in death over stronger forces that 
would have torn her man from her arms. 
That force is the arm of the law. She pro- 
vokes it into concluding, lethal gunfire. 

Excitement is the basic compound of .2 
chase. The hunted and the hunter are the 
two prime factors. That is where empha- 
sis is laid in this story. It is in evidence 
continuously. 

The immense audience that has taken to 
James Mason will see him in a high spot 
of his career. Circling around the Mason 
focal point is as fine a collection of sup- 
porting players as has been seen in recent 
British imports. As unfamiliar as they are 
here, they contribute telling characteriza- 
tions to, the story and give impact to minor 
bits of business that click soundly. 

In brief, the scenario involves Mason in 
a 113-minute chase that takes up when he 
is thrown from a car making off from a 
robbery. He and his cohorts are represen- 
tatives of an underground political move- 
menf in an Irish city and they need funds 
for their organization. They stick up a flax 
mill. In escaping, a man is killed accidental- 
ly by Mason. He is wounded in the arm. 
The escape vehicle goes off without him and 
he takes refuge in an air raid shelter. 
Kathleen Ryan is his girl. 


‘Most of the afternoon and night is spent 
by Mason in the shelter and finally one of 
his men finds him. The police are eluded 
for a time. Mason winds up in the rain 
and snow near a cemetery where he is 
found by an unscrupulous character upon 
whom the balance of escape or capture de- 
pends. Miss Ryan comes to the home of a 
priest and learns of Mason's whereabouts. 
Meanwhile Mason staggers off and is 
taken in at a pub. He is found by Robert 
Newton, a crazed artist. F. J. McCor- 
mick arranges his meeting with Miss Ryan 
and while the police are closing in ¢ 
attempt to get aboard a ship. Mason is not 
up to it. Miss Ryan opens fire on the police. 
it is returned. They die. This is only a 
sketchy outline. There are a great many 
profound, moving contributory facets te 
the story and each is treated thoroughly, 
with conviction anf: has strong relation 
to the pe pe be woted herg is a splen- 
did job of editing and cutting. 

“Odd Man Out” is one to take notice of. 


V. He 
{ used 


a 
Nlernationa/ 


UNIVERSAL-INTERNATIONAL 


will have “Odd-Man Out" ready for you soon—backed by a 
tremendous newspaper, radio and magazine advance campaign! 
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Few New Films in Chi: ‘Chase’-Slate 


Bros. Fine $45,000, ‘Yearling’ 436, 2d 


Chicago, March 4. 





Small. turnover this stanza leaves 
loop dominated by holdovers, with 
two new entries coming in for only 
fair results. Initial stanza of “The 
Chase” with Slate Bros. vaude lay- 
out. at Oriental, looks to be near a 
sound $45,000, Rialto has two re- 
issues, 

“Dead Reckoning” tied with Con- 





nee Boswell heading stage layout 
looks $50,000 for second frame at | 
Chicago. “Yearling” is heading for 
smash $43,000 for second round at 
State-Lake 

Song of Scheherazade’ look 
fancy $19,000 in second week at 
Palace. .“Jolson Story” and Best 
Years” remain stronger than any- 
thing in town, considering length of 
runs 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 65-95) 
“Jolson Story” (Col) (10th wk) 
Sharp $21,000. Last week, about 


Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 65-95) . 


“Dead Reckoning” (Col) with Con- 
nee Boswell heading stage layout 
(2d wk). Fine $50,000. Last week, 
staunch $66,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900: 65-95) - 
“Wicked Lady” (U) (4th wk). Mild 
$8.000. Last week, $10,000 

Grand (RKQ) (1,500: 65-95)—"Sin- 
bad Sailor” (RKO) (3d wk). Modest 


$16.000. Last week, tasty $19,000 
Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 65-95) 
‘Chase’ (UA) with Slate Bro: 
heading stage. Sound $45,000. Last 
week, “Brennan Girl’ (Rep) with 
Dick Jurgens orch on stage, $33,000 
Palace (RKO) (2,500: 65-95) 
“Song of Scheherazade” (U) and 
“Ghost Goes Wild” (Rep) (2d wk). 
Fancy $19,000. Last week trim 
$23.000. 
Rialto (Indie) (1,700; 65-95) — 


“Bowery” (20th) and “Stanley, Liv- 
ingstoge” (20th) (reissues). Fine 
$15.000. Last. week, “Secret of Whis- 


tler” (Col)-and “Lone Wolf in Mex- 
ico’ (Col), $9,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500: 65-95) 
“Humoresque” (WB) (4th wk) 


Holding 
$17.000 


up pretty well at hearty 


Last week, big $24,000 


State-Lake (B&K) (2,700: 65-95) 
“Vearling’” (M-G) (2d wk). Smash 
$43,900. Last week, terrific $52,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1.700: 65- 
95) “Till Clouds Roll By” (M-G) 
(6th wk). Firm $16,000. Last week, 


$20,000, 
Woods ‘Essaness) (1,200: 95-$1.20- 


$1.40-$1.80)—“Best Years of Live 
(RKO? «11th wk). Very good $30,000. 


Last week, $33,000. 


Jolson’ Terrif 


48,000, Philly 


Philadelphia, March 4. 
Combination of snow. sleet and 
rain is failing to put a crimp in biz 
here. Way up in top brackets are 
“Jolson Story.” “Scheherazade,” 
“Lady in Lake,” and combo of Lionel 
Hampton band and “13th Hour.” 
“Fabulous Dorseys” got lukewarm 
treatment from crix but superb bal- 
Ivhoo brought big grosses up. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-94 )—*“Lady 


in Lake” (M-G). Sock $24,500. Last 
week. “Perfect Marriage” (Par) (2d 


wk), $8,500. 


Areadia (Sablosky) (700; 50-94) 


“Secret Heart” (M-G) (2d run). So- 
so $4,500. Last week, “Man I Love” 
(WB). $5.700 second run 

Boyd (WB) (2,350: 50-94)—‘“Song 
of Scheherazade” (U). Stout $25,000. 
Last week. “Nora Prentiss” (WB). 
$16.500 for third trip. 

Earle (WB) (2.760: 60-99)—‘13th 
Hour” (Col) With Lionel Hampton 
orch on stage. Big $42.000. Last week. 
“The Chase’ (UA) and Norman 
Giranz’ “Jazz at Philharmonic.” $25,- 
500. 

Fox (20th) (2.250: 50-94)—‘Miss 
Pilgrim” (20th) (2d wk). Sliding to 
weak $14,000 after nice $27,000 
opener. 


Goldman (Goldman) (1.300; 50-94) 


—“Dead Reckoning” (Col) (3d wk). 
Still potent at $22,000. Last week, 
neat $26.000. 

Karlton (Goldman) (1.000: 50-94) 


—‘Johnny O'Clock” (Col) (2d wk). 


Bic $16,000. Last week. husky $21.- 
500 

Keith’s (Goldman) (1,500; 50-94) 
“Till Clouds Roll By” (M-G) (2d 
run). Fine $9,500. Last week. “Ra- 
zor's Edge” (20th). fair $6,000 for 
second week, second run 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,350: 50-94) 


“Humoresque” (WB) (3d wk). Mild 
$18.000. Last week, fine $26.500 

Pix (Cummins) (500; $1.30-$1.95- 
$2.60)—“Henry V" (UA) (10th wk) 


Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
This Week . $662,000 
(Based on 18 theatres) 
Last Year .. . .$747,000 
(Based on 16 theatres) 





‘Humoresque 306, 


Det.; ‘Chase 186 


Detroit, March 4 
“Humoresque,” at the Michigan 
is topping the current lineup in De- 
troit. “Shocking Miss Pilgrim” is 





second at the Fox but not strong 
“Wicked Lady” looks okay at the 
Adams. “The Chase” looks sturdy at 
the Broadway-Capitol. 


Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1,740; 70-95) 
Jolso Story (Col) (9th wk) 
Good $7,000 Last week strong 


$9,000. 


Broadway-Capitol (United Detroit) | 


(3.309: 70-95)—‘Chase” (UA) and 
‘Calendar Girl” (Rep). Strong $18.- 
000. Last week, “California” (Par) 


and “Sweetheart Sigma Chi’ (Mono) 
(4th wk), fair $11,000. 

Downtown (Balaban) (2,683; 70-995) 

“Wicked Lady” (U) and “Open 
Door, Richard” (SGP). Okay $12,000. 
Last week. “Blind Spot” (Col) with 
King Cole Trio on stage, solid $22,- 
000 

Fox 


(Fox-Michigan) (5,100; 70-95) 





‘Song’ Torrid $21,000, _ | 


Buff.: ‘Humoresque’ 166 


, Buffalo, March 4. 
Biggest news in town is terrific 
week being done by “Song of Sche- 
herazade,” at the Lafayette. ‘“Hu- 
moresque” looks the next best entry 
of the newcomers at the Buffalo. 
Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 40-70) 
“Humoresque” (WB). Good $16,000. 
Last week, “Lady in Lake” (M-G), 
only $13,000. 

Great Lakes 


(Shea) 


| —“California” (Par) (2d wk). Fancy 


$16,000. Last week, 
Hipp (Shea) 
in Lake” (M-G) (m.o.) 


smash $23,000. 


Okay $8,500 


Last week, “Beast Five Fingers” 
(WB) and “Bringing Up Fathe: 
(Mono), $8,000 
Teck (Shea) (1.400 40-70) - 
Mighty MeGurk (M-G) and Af 
fairs of Geraldine” (Rep) Fine 
$7,000. Last week, “Show-Oft” (M-G) 
and Strange Journey (20t1 
o.), yust $4,500 

Lafayette Zasil) (3,100: 40-70 ~ 
Song of Scheherazade” (U) and 
Crime Doctor's Manhunt (U). 


Great $21,000. Last week, “Return of 
Monte Cristo” (Col) and “Lone Wolf 
in Mexico” (Col), only $12.000. 
20th Century (20th Cent.) (3,000: 
40-70) “Sister Kenny” (RKO) 
and “Criminal Court” (RKO). Good 
$14,000 or near. Last week, “Sinbad 
the Sailor” (RKO) and “Vacation in 
teno” (RKO) (2d wk), $10,000 in 8 


days, 


Beneke Ups ‘Band 


Wow 396 in Hub 


| the Boston. 


“Shocking Miss Pilgrim” (20th). 
Passable $25,000. Last week, “Dead | 
feckoning” (Col) and “Strange 


(20th) (2d wk), fine $21,000. 

(United Detroit) (1.866; 
“Caesar and be 
(UA) and “Mr. District Attorney 
(Col). Neat $2,100 ,in 3 days. Last 
week. “Show-Off” (M-G) and “Home 


Journey 
Madison 
50-60) 


Sweet Homicide” (20th), $2,300 in 3 
days. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,039; 
70-95) —“Humoresque” (WB) and 
“Pilgrim Lady” (Rep). Strong $30.,- 
000 Last week. “Till Clouds Roll 


By” (M-G) and “Luckiest Guy in the 
(M-G) (3d wk), big $22,000. 
Palms-State (United Detroit (2.- 

976: 70-95) Man I Love” (WB) and 

“Affairs of Geraldine” (Rep). Nice 

$12.000. Last week, “Mighty Mc- 

Gurk” (M-G) and “Born to Speed’ 

(PRC), great $16,000. 

United Artists ‘(United Detroit) 
(1.941: 70-95) — “Sister Kenny 
(RKO) and “Ginger” (Mono). Sweet 
$14.000. Last week. “Perfect Mar- 
riage” (Par) and “Mr. Hex” (Mono), 
okay $18,000. 


Frisco Better; ‘Sinbad’ 
Plus Vaude Socko 346, 
‘California’ Stout 356 


San Francisco, March 4. 
Trade is this stanza 
best being 
“Sinbad the Sailor.” 
upped to a nifty session by 
layout at the Gate. Ace straight- 
filmer is “California.” heading for a 
fine week at the big Fox. 
Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2.844: 60-95) 
_“Sinbad the Sailor’ (RKO) plus 
vaude headed by Bob Evans and Art 
Norkus Trio Ni‘ty $34.000. Last 
week.<‘Lone Wolf in Mexico” (RKO) 
plus vaude headed by Danny Kaye, 
tremendous $56.000. 


WwW ol Ps id 


perking 
showing 


up 


with made by 


which is being 


vaude 


Fox (FWC) (4.651; 55-95)—“Cali- 
fornia” (Par). Fine $35,000. Jast 
week. “Nora Prentiss” (WB), okay 
$26,500. Mae 

Warfield (FWC) (2.656: 55-85 pie 
“Till Ciouds Roll By” (M-G) i3d 
wk). Steady $14,000. Last week, |! 


sturdy $23,000 


Paramount (FWC) (2.646; 55-85) 
‘Cross My Heart” (Par). So-so $14.- 
500. Last week ‘San Quentin 
(RKO) (2d wk). 5 days. $11.500 

State (FWC) (2.133; 55-85) “Nora 
Prentiss” (WB) (2d wk) (m.o.! 
Mild $10.200. “Angel and Badman 
(Rep) (3d wk) (m.o.). oke $7.500 


Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2.448; 55- 


ay $6.5 ast week, $7,000. | 85)—*"Mr. District Attoi ney iCol) 
Way oe ore) iabee: 50-94 )—“Jol- | Just. $11.000. Last week. Trempta- 
son Storv” Col). Terrific $48,000 tion’ (U) (2d wk). $9.500. : 
Last week. “Wonderful Life” (RKO> | United _ Artists: (Blumenfeld) ata’ 
(4th wk). so-so $16,500. 207: 55-85) - Red House — 

Stanton (WB) (1.475: 50-94)—“Fab- 12d wk). Trim $12,500. Last week. 


ios Dorsevs” (UA). Hvpoed by fine 
ex Voiteticn. to big $17,000 or near. 
1 + week, “Ladies’ Man” (Par), $9.- 
500 


neat $19.000. 

Stagedeor (Ackerman) (350: $1 80- 
$2.40)—"Henry V” (UA) (23d wk). 
iFine $5,500. Last week, steady $5,600. 


Cleopatra” | 


Boston, March 4. 
“Nora Prentiss’ not doing too well 
at the Met this week, failing to bene- 
fit from a mild and sunny spell on 
openers. “Razor's Edge” still is 
powerful in second at Memorial, 


with Tex Beneke band _ boosting 
“Beat the Band” to a fine session at 


“Jolson” remains a fifth 
week at Orpheum. Other houses, 
mostly h.o.’s, okay. 


Estimates for This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,200: 50-$1.10) 
“Beat the Band” (RKO) plus Tex 
Beneke orch, Helen and Howard, 


Artie Dann, others. Old Glenn Mille1 
band in first return here will do great 
$35,000. Last week, “Swell Guy” (U) 
plus Lionel Hampton orch, others, on 
stage, $31,000. ‘ 

Copley (1.000; $1.80)—‘Stairway 
Heaven” (U) (4th wk). First on 
grind policy, nice $8,000, after $7,000 
last week 

Esquire (M-P) (1.200; 1.80) 
Years Lives’ (RKO) (10th = wk) 
Looks to better $11.500 this Stanza 
after $12,800 in 9th week. It’s held 
near the $12,000 mark or better evei 
since opening. 

Fenway (M-P) (1,373: 
“Ladies’ Man” (Par) and “Devil on 
Wheels” (PRC). First run attrac- 
tion here; okay $9,000. Last week 
“Humoresque” (WB) and “Mr. Hex” 
(Mono). about same 

Majestic (Indie) (1,500: 40-80) 
“Kit Carson” (20th) and “Last of 
Mohicans” (20th) (reissues) (2d wk). 
Excellent $6,000 after big $8,000. 
first. 

Memorial (RKO) 


“Razor's Edge” (20th) 


“Best 


40-80) 


(2.900: 40-80)— 
(3d wk). 


Starts today; second was a very big 
$28,000: first was $34.000. 
Metropolitan (M-P) (4.367: 40-80) 


—*Nora Prentiss” (WB) and “Calen- 
dar Girl’ (Rep). Not too well-liked 
for a moderate $24.000. Last week, 
“California” (Par) and “Susie Steps 
Out” (UA) (2d wk), $26.000. 
Orpheum ‘Loew) (2.900: 40-80) 

“Jolson” (Col) (5th wk). Split from 
State on this final week. okay $22,000 


after $26.000. last. 
Paramount (M-P) (1.700: 40-80) 
Ladies’ Man” (WB) and “Devil on 


Wheels” (Mono). Okay $15.500. Last 
week, “Humoresque” (WB) and “Mr 
Hex” (Mono), $16.000. 

State (Loew? (3.200: 40-80)—‘‘Re- 
turn Monte Cristo” (Col) 'and “Alias 
Dr. Twilight’ (Col). Nice $15,000. 
Last week. “Jolson” (Col) (4th wk), 
$14,000. 


‘Henry’ 156, Richmond 


“Henry V." the United Artists film. 


rolled up a fat $15,000 gross at the 
WRVA theatre here this week. House 
formerlv was the legit Lyric, re- 


named this fall when the radio outtit 


; 
' 
' 


Bliz Bops Bway But ‘Grass’ $132.00; 


 Spring’-Long-Edwards-Lester Stout 
856, ‘Angel’ Sock 306, Song’ Hot 386 


Snow last Saturday (1) plus rain. !ting fast stride opening week con- 


(3,500: 40-70) | 


| this 
(2,100: 40-70 )—‘“Lady | 


. (17th 


} 
| 


took it over as a spot for weekly Old-> 


Saturday 
new ind 


Dominion Barn Dance on 
nights. Theatre installed 


so 











equipment which it will use for fu- 
ture road show films. 
Grosses Are Net 
Film gross estimates, as re- 


ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e, with- 
out the 20°, tax. Distributors 
share on net take, when playing 
percentage, hence the estimated 
figures are net income. 

The  parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indie**#d. in- 
clude the U.S. amusement tax 


| Ella Fitzgerald (3d wk) 


sleet and more snow onthe follow- 
ing day (Sun.) will put a crimp in 
Broadway picture theatre business 
week. This adverse weather 
the Lenten season, being felt 
this in any 


Wal iS 


plus 


more year than similar 


the cutting 


Square cine 


ro e ot T nes 
ivi Broadway a »x 
remel spotty appearance 
Eve ome of the new entre are 
the effects while filn on 
oldovet ainly are nitt 4 tne 
kids drast 
category, 
coming 
degree 


ically Ir ine 
the Paramount Ss over- 
conditions to the greatest 
all considered. With “Sud- 
denly It’s Spring” screen and 
Johnny Long Edwards, 
Buddy Lester heading st bill, the 
Par flagship is elegant 
windfall weekday 


forme! 


on the 
band, Joan 
ace 
reaping an 


from its reduced 


price policy to iand a stout $85,000 
on first week. This is especially fine 
in view of the way the crix tore into 
the film 

Top COln Ol COLULTrSE Ong to 
tine Music Hall whi Ving pl 
first week with “Sea of Gra and 
new stageshow today (Wed.). It will 
land a bright $132,000, plenty strong 
considering mixed reviews of pic- 
ture, Hall per usual suffered heavils 
from the storm since it cut seriously 
into out-of-town trade ‘Song of 
Scheherazade,” on first week at the 


Criterion, is overcoming the frigid 
spell to grab a big $38,000. Film is 
doing especially strong night trade. 

Surprisingly strong is “Angel and 
Badman,” which enjoyed a terrific 


veekend despite the bliz. This looks 
to hit sock $30.000 and holds 
naturally. ‘Best "Years of Lives” 


continues stoutly at the Astor, look- 
ing $39,000 for current (17th) 
stanza 

Storm cut deeply into initial hold- 
ovel of the Capitol, Globe, 
Hollywood, Strand and Rialto 

Years Between” is scheduled to 
open next Saturday (8) at the Park 
Avenue, supplanting “Stairway to 
Heaven,” initial picture under pres- 
ent management and policy. Latter 
is playing out three extra days 
beyond the tenth week. “Blaze of 
Noon” started yesterday (Tues.) at 
he Rivoli 
“Pursued 
band, 
Strand 


Snow 


sessions 


‘ 


with Louis Prima 
off Friday (7) at the 
Boomerang” with  stage- 
headed by Katherine Dunham 
dancers and Ed Suilivan opens 
(Wed.) at the Roxy 
Estimates for This Week 
Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 95-$2.40) 
Best Years of Lives 
wk). Doing unusually well in 
view of weaker tone on Street. 
Looks fancy $39,000 or over as com- 
pared with $40,000 on _ previous 
week. Stays on. 

Capitol (Loew's) (4,820: 
—“Beginning or End” «(M-G) with 
Johnnie Johnston, Paul Regan, 
Kathryn Grayson, Nat Brandwynne 
orch (2d wk). Slipped down to 
around $71,000 in present 
after splendid $84,500 opener, albeit 
below hopes. 

Criterion 


tees 


to- 
aay 


70-$1.50) 


(Loew's) (1,700: 60- 
$1.25) — “Scheherazade” (U) (2d 
wk). Second frame starts today 
(Wed.) after big $38,000 in first ses- 
sion. In ahead. “Dead Reckoning” 
(Col) (9th wk). down to $19,000 
Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 70-$1.20) 
‘Strange Woman” (UA) (2d wk) 
Dipping sharply from initial week's 
fait to get dround $25.000, but still 
good. First week went to stout $34.,- 
000. Stays a third 

Gotham (Brandt) (900; 70-$1.40) 
“Angel and Badman” (Rep). Ter- 
rific weekend trade despite weather 
is boosting this to sock $30,000 or 
close. Naturally stays. Last week, 
“San Quentin” (RKO) (3d wk). fell 
off to $9,000. 

Golden (767) 
“Henry V’ (UA) 
at $8.000 for 26th 
Saturday (1) night 


25th stanza. 

Hollywood (WB) (1.499: 70-$1.10) 
—“Prentiss” (WB) (2d wk). Sliding 
down to okay. $22,000, which is a 
sharp drop from good $28,000 open- 
ing week, below hopes 

Palace (RKO) (1.700; 60-$1.20) 

Sinbad the Sailor” ‘(RKO) (7th 
wk). Sixth week ending yesterday 
(Tues.) was highly satisfactory at 
$25 000 atte! $29 000 for fifth. Looks 
likely to stay one more before bring- 
ine in “The Locket” (RKO) al- 
though opening not definitely set 

Paramount (Par) (3.684: 70-$1.50) 

“Suddenly It’s Spring” ¢Par) wit 
Johnny Long orch, Joan Edward 
Lewis & Van, Buddy Lester. 0! 
stage (2d wk). Second round start 
today (Wed.): first week hit stout 
$85.000 being helped by lowered 
scale especially early-bird mats In 
ahead ‘Easy Come” (Par) with 
stageshow headed by Ink _ Spots. 
$60,000. 
tRockefel- 

“Sea ot 
Hit- 


($1.20-$2.40) 
(27th wk). Steady 
week ended last 

about same as 


Radio City 
lers) (5.945: 
Grass” (M-G) 


Music Hatt 
70-$2.40) 
and stageshow. 


(RKO) 


cluding tonight (Wed.) to land bright 
$132,000 despite mixed crix apprais- 


al. Last week, “Yearling” (M-G) 
and stageshow (5th wk), okay 
$112,000. 

Park Avenue (U) (583: $1.20-$2.40) 
—"“Stairway to Heaven” (U) (11th 
wk). Near $9.500 for 10th session 
ended last (Tue light: ninth was 
$8,500 Years Betwee (Ul) onens 
Saturday (8) 

Rialto (Maye (594 55-85) —~ 
Michigan Kid { (2° wk). Storm 
loughed thi O initial holdover 
= 6 iol ein sol $8.500 but vay 
below first veeK Ss te $15,500. 
Won't hold a thir eCcAa ) siump 
oI second week 

Riveli (UA-Par) (2,092: 60-$1.25) 

Blaze of Noor (Par) Opened 
yesterday (Tues.). In ahead, “Cali- 
fornia” (Par) (7th wk). finished off 
strong run at trim $18,000 after 
$19,000 for sixth frame 

Roxy (20th) (5.886: 80-$1.50) — 
Boomerang” (20th) with Ed Sul- 
livan, Katherine Dunham dancc 
Phil Regan, Ernesto Lecuona, Sid 
Caesat O1 stage Opens today 
(Wed.). Final (3d) week of Miss 
Pilgrim (20th) ith Peter Lorre, 
FE yn Knight. Gil Lamb (3d wk). 
| ped to H3.000 o I ec ad 
fine $79,000 

State ‘Loew’s) (3,450: 43-$1.10) 
Mr. District Attorney” (Col) (Ist 
run) and on stage Max Baer, 
Slaps\ Maxie Rosenbloor others 
Nice $28.000 or bette) Last week, 
“Till Clouds Roll By (M-G) (2d 
run) (2d wk). with vaude headed 
by Richard Himber orch, ditto. 

Strand (WB) (2.756: 75-S1.50) 
“That Way With Women” (WB) and 


Claude Thornhill orch, Martha Vick- 
ers, Alan Hale (3d-final Down 
to $30,000 or les very sad. Second 
wasn't much better at $32.000. “Pur- 
sued” (WB) with Louis Prima 
opens next Friday (7) 
Victoria (Maurer) (720; 70-$1.20) 
“Bedelia” (E-L) (4th-final wk). 
Felt lull, too, dipping to around $14.- 


wk) 


orch 


000: goes out for “Thief of Bagdad” 
(FC) (reissue), Latter set to open 
tomorrow (Thurs.). Third week of 
“Bedelia” was nice $18,000 

Winter Garden (UA) (1,312: 60- 
$1.20)—“T'll Be Yours” «U) (2d wk). 
Not doing any better comparative- 
ly than on opening tanza. and 
meager $12.000 lool about all: first 
week hit $18,000. very disappointing 
“Stairway to Heaven” (U) opens 


March 12 


Cleve. Weather Warmer 
But Not Biz; ‘Bel Ami’ 
OK 17G, ‘Sinbad’ 186, 2d 


March 4. 

Weather is warming up but not the 
“Sinbad the Sailor,” 
frame at Palace, showing more 
strength than “Affairs of Bel Ami,” 
although Angela Lansbury’s made a 


Cleveland 


2rosses. on sece- 


ond 


| personal appearance at latter's State 


stanza |} 


“se 


theatre Humoresque” is 
slipping considerably on second Hipp 
round, 
Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 55-70 )—"“Swell 
Guy" (U). Far from swell $8.500. 
Last week, “It's Wonderful Life” 
(RKO) (m.o.). sock $14.000 on third 
downtown lap 


opening. 


Hipp (Warners) (3.700; 55-70)— 
Humoresque” (WB) (2d wk). Ordi- 
narv $15.000. following mild $21.500 
last week 

Lake (Warners) (800; 55-70)— 
“Man I Love” (WB) (m.o.). Under 
par $3.000. Last week, “Miss Pilgrim” 
(20th) ¢(mo.), same. 

Ohio ‘Locw’'s) £1,200; 55-70)— 
“Daniel Boone” (RKO) = (reissue). 
Oldie doing fair $9.000. Last week, 


“Blue Skies” 


(Par) (m.o.). smart $6.- 


000 on fifth downtown canto 

Palace (RKO) (2200: 55-70) 
“Sinbad Sailor” (RKO?) (24 wk) 
Solid $18.000 after excellent $31.000 
last week... 

State (Loew's! (3.450: 55-70) 
“Affairs of Bel Ami” (UA). Heovily 
ballyhooed national preem hiking 
thi to $17.000,. sood biit not un to 
hoves Last week Lads in I. ke” 
iM-G). blasted by storr yt £99 500 

as big aes 

Stillman (Loew's) (2.700; 55-70)-— 

Lady in Lake” (M-G? (m.o.).S *ht- 
ing stout $11,000. Last week. “Love 
Laughs Andy Hardy” (M-G) ¢m.0.), 
veak $6,000 


‘TRAIL ST.’ PREEM SET 


“Trail Street” pre:m bv RKO 
scheduled for March 25 at Liberal, 
Kansas. with better than a _ score 
of other houses opening day and 
date in that area 

“Gabby” Haves and Randolph 
Scott. stars of the pic. are set. for @ 
quickie tour of cow bovliand in cone 


junction with the opening. 
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Snow Sloughs Pitt: 


Hardy’ Only 156, 


Prentiss’ Mild 166, ‘Dorseys’ $146 


Pittsburgh, March 4. 

Biz is way under this week, heavy 
snow and bad weather sending prac- 
tically everything below normal. 
Only picture resisting the depres- 
sion seems to be “Jolson Story.” 
which is holding up well in third 
week at Harris and looks like a 
cinch for another. None of the three 
new films, “Nora Prentiss,” at Stan- 
ley, “Love Laughs at Andy Hardy” 
at Penn or “Fabulous Dorseys” at 
Warner, are going anywhere. 

Tremendous $16,000 advance sale 
has been piled up at the Fulton for 


‘Best Years of Our Lives,” which 
opens tomorrow (Wednesday), Pic 
will play four-a-day on a reserved 


performance policy, a new idea here 
Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 40-70) — 
“Brasher Doubloon” (20th) (2d wk) 
Merely holding. over because house 
gets “Best Years of Lives” 
tomorrow. On 
sion. “Doubloon” 
$3.000. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 40-70) — 
“Jolson Story” (Col) (3d wk). Hold- 
ing up well at $19,000 or over. Holds. 
Last week, terrific $22,500, with snow 
hurting. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 40-70)— 
“Love Laughs Andy Hardy” (M-G). 
weren't bad at all but cu 
seem out of the old Hardy 
habit. Mild $15,000. Last 
week, second of “It’s Wonderful 
Life’ (RKO), fine $15,500. 

Ritz.(WB) (800: 40-70)—‘It’s Won- 
derful Life’ (RKO) (m.o.). Satis- 
factory $3,500. Last week. “Till 
Clouds Roll By” (M-G) (4th wk), 
$3.000. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 40-70)— 
“Allegheny Uprising” (RKO) and 
“Sea Devils” (RKO) (reissues). Bet- 
ter than expected at $4,000. Last 
week, “Black Beauty” (20th) and 
“Wild est” (PRC), weak $2,000 in 
4 days. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800: 40-70) — 
“Nora Prentiss” (WB). Crix jumped 
all over this one and the weather's 
doing the rest. Mild $16,000 or less. 
Last week, second of “Sinbad Sailor” 
(RKO?>, was $11,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 40-70) — 
—‘Fabulous Dorseys” (UA). Terrific 
campaign didn’t help this much. Got 
a couple of good days but will do 
merely okay $8,500. Last week, 
“Cross My Heart” (Par), $7,500. 


will do less 


mY. 43 
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McCoy Ups ‘Angel’ 


$19,000 in Indpls. 


Indianapolis, March 4. 

Film biz looks generally okay here 
this stanza despite first wave of 
state’s annual basketball mania. 
“Black Angel” is being boosted to 
top con by Clyde McCoy band with 
Michael O’Shea on stage at Circle. 
“Lady in Lake,” at Loew’s, leads 
straight filmers. “Song of South,” at 
Indiana, also is nice. 

Estimates for This Week 


Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,800; 48-72) 
-——“Black Angel” (U) with Clyde 
McCoy orch, Michael O’Shea, others, 
on stage. Dandy $19,000. Last week. 


“Man I Love” (WB) and pabulous | 


Suzanne” (Rep), oke $11,000. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,300; 40-60) 
— ‘Song of South” (RKO) and 
“Blondie’s Big Moment” (Col). Nice 
$13,000. Last week, “Darling Clemen- 
tine” (20th), sturdy $14,000. 

Keith’s (Indie) (1,300; 40-60)— 
“Her Sister’s Secret’ (PRC) and 
“Wild Beauty” (U). Slow $6,000. 
Last week, “I'll Be Yours” (U) (2d 
wk), $5,000. 

Loew’s (Loew's) (2,450: 40-60)— 
“Lady in Lake” (M-G). Extra good 
$17,000. Last week, “Jolson Story” 
(Col) (4th wk), nice $11,000. 

Lyric (Katz-Dolle) (1,600; 40-60)— 
“Darling Clementine” (20th) (m.o.). 
Oke $6,500. Last week, “Time, Place” 
(WB) im.o.), fair $6,000. 


‘Temptation’ 13G, Mont’! 


Montreal. March 4. 

“Jolson Story” in third week at 

Loew’s still is big and again seems 

sure of leading town. “Temptation 
looks top new entry. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (CT) (2,700: 35-63) - 

“Temptation”. U. Neat $13,000. 





Last week, “Dark Mirror” (UV), $12.- | 


000 for repeat sesh. 


Imperial (CT) (1,850: 30-50) — | 
“Africa Speaks” (Indie) and “Sons 
of Desert” (U) (2d wk). Off to 


$4,300 after fine $5,200 opener. 
Loew's (CT) (2,800; 35-67)—‘Jol- 
son Story” (Col) (3d wk). Fancy 
$16.000 after sock $19,000 second. 
Palace (CT) (2,300; 35-63)—"Un- 
dercurrent” (M-G) (2d wk). Nice 
$12,500 after sock $14,500 in opener. 


Princess (CT) (2,300; 35-63) - 
“Never Say Goodbye” (WB) and 
“Great Day” (WB). Okay $7.800. 


Last week. “Chase” (UA) and “Dan- 
Zerous Millions” (U), $8,200. 


(RKO) | 
the abbreviated ses- | 
than | 
Last week it was sad $7.000. | 


rs 


? 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated ‘otal Gross 
This Week .. $3,178,000 
(Based on 23 cities, 202 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
| oe Oe 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year ... ... .$3,330,265 
(Based on 23 cities, 132 theatres) 








Storm Bops K.C. Albeit 
| ‘Be Yours’ Nice $16,000, 





Kansas City, March 4. 
First severe storm in several weeks 
is denting takes all around ‘town, 
| cutting into big weekend biz. 
i“I'll Be Yours” 
town-Fairway 
Prentiss” in the Newman show some 
| strength and may hold. Both for- 
eign films, “Brief Encounter” and 
| “Notorious Gentleman” likely 
get extended time, 
Estimates for This Week 
Apollo-Cireus (Fox Midwest) (985; 
| 750; 55)—“‘Notorious Gentleman” (U) 
and “Nothing Sacred” (reissue). 
Looks oke $5,000 and holdover. Last 
| week, “Blithe Spirit” (U), nice $7,000. 
Esquire - Uptown - Fairway (Fox 
| Midwest) (820, 2,043, 700; 45-65)— 
|“I'll Be Yours” (U). Some strength 
| despite the storm at $16,000 and may 
hold. Last week, “13 Rue Madeleine” 
(20th), pleasing $18,000 in 8 days. 
Kimo (Dickinson) (550; 65)—‘Brief 
Encounter” (U). Neat $5,500. Last 
week, “Open City” 


in the Esquire-Up- 
combo and 


Last week,.“Lady in Lake” (M-G) 
and “Cigarette Girl” (Col), oke 
$16,000. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 45- 
65)—“Nora Prentiss’ (WB). Trim 
$15.000. Last week, “Time, Place” 
(WB) (24 wk), $11,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,900; 45-65)— 


“Humoresque” (WB) and “Blonde 
for Day” (PRC). Only $9,000. Last 
week, “Song of South” (RKO) and 
“Falcon’s Adventure” (RKO) (3d 
wk), solid $10,000. 

Tower (Fox-Joffee) (2,100; 45-65) 


—“Thrill of Brazil’ (Col) and “Pil- 
grim Lady” (Rep) with stage show. 
Down to $7,000. Last week, “Sioux 
City Sue” (Rep) and “Fighting Fron- 
tiersman” (Col) with vaude, fine 
$9,500. 


‘RAMROD, TOPS DENVER, 
BRISK $23,500, 3 SPOTS 


Denver, March 4. 
In spite of below zero and snow, 
‘first-runs are okay here. “Sinbad 
is filling Orpheum to easily the best 
figure for a single house and holds. 
“California” holds at Denham while 





first week as a first run. Top coin 
goes to “Ramrod,” day-date in three 
theatres. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74)— 
|“Rue Madeleine” (20th) and “Roll- 
ing Home” (SG), after week at Den- 
ver, Esquire, Webber. Good $5,500. 
Last week, 
(Rep) and “Pilgrim 
(m.o.), good $5,500. 

Broadway (Cinema) (1,500; 35-74) 

“Love Laughs Andy Hardy” (M-G) 
land “Caravan Trail” (PRC). Fine 
$2,000. Last week, “was subsequent- 
run, 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-70)— 
“California” (Par). Big $18,000 and 
holding. Last week, “Perfect Mar- 
riage” (Par) (2d wk), fair $8,500. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74 )— 
“Ramrod” (UA) and “Betty Co-Ed” 
(Col), day-date with Esquire, Web- 





Lady” (Rep) 


ber. Nice $16,000. Last week. “Rue 
Madeleine” (20th) and “Rolling 


Home” (SG), also Esquire, Webber, 
good $14,000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742: 35-74) 
| rod” (UA) and “Betty Co-Ed” (Col), 





also Denver, Webber. Good $4,000. 
Last week. “Rue Madeleine” (20th) 
jand “Rolling Home” (SG), good 
| $4.000. i 

| Orpheum (RKO) = (35-74)—“Sin- | 
lbad the Sailor” (RKO) and “Vaca- 
tion in Reno” (Mono). Big $21,000 


land holding. Last week. “Till Clouds 


| Roll By” (M-G) and “Strange Voy- 


lage” (Mono) (2d wk). good $15,500. | 
(2.200; 35-74)— | 
|“Wicked Ladv” (U) and “Larceny in | 


Paramount (Fox) 


| Heart” (PRC). Nice $11.000. Last | 
lweek. “San Quentin” (RKO) and | 
“Fabulous Suzanne” (RKO), good 


 $10.000. 
| Rialte (Fox) ‘ 
| City” (Indie) (d wk). 
Last week. record $7,000. 
Webber (Fox) (750: 35-74)— 
|! rod” (UA) and “Betty Co-Ed” (Col), 
so Denver Esanire. Good $3.500. 
Last week “Rue Madeleine” (20th) 
“Rolling Home” (SG). 


(878: 35-74)—“Opnen 
Good $4,500. 


and 


1 $3.000 


‘Prentiss’ Trim at 156: 


Both | 


“Nora | 


will | 


(Indie) (5th wk). | 


$4,000. | 

Midland (Loew's) (3,500; 45-65)— 
“The Chase” (UA) and “Return of | 
Monte Cristo” (Col). Light $13,000. 


the Broadway is doing well in its | 


“Angel and Badman” | 


“Ram- | 


“Ram- 


good 


Snow Nicks Balto But 
‘Sinbad’ Sockeroo 17G 


Baltimore, March 4. 
Continued snow over the weekend 
|after last week’s blizzard will nick 
this week’s figures again. Best action 
is being registered by “Sinbad the 
Sailor” at the Town and “Nora 
Prentiss” at the Stanley. Rest of list 
mainly is holdover, and just fair. 





Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew’'s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
| 60) — “Mighty McGurk” (M-G). Not 
; getting far at $10.000. Last week, 
;““Lady in Lake” (M-G), steady $12,- 
| 800. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
25-70) “Beat the Band” (Col) plus 


Sammy Kaye orch. Band is drawing 
most of trade here, nice $18,000. Last 


week, “San Quentin” (Col) and 
vaude, $13,900. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460: 20- 
60) - “California” (Par) (2d wk) 


| Holding well at $12,000 after strong 
| getaway to $17,700. 


Mayfair (Hicks) (.80: 25-55) — 

“Scandal in Paris” (UA). Fairish 

| $5,000. Last week, “Cowboy and 
Lady” (Rep) (3d wk). nice $5,700. 


New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60) — 
“Miss Pilgrim” (20th) (2d wk). 
Rather uneventful at $9,000 after an 
all-right preem at $12,400. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 24-75) — 
|“Nora Prentiss’ (WB). Trim $16,000. 
| Last week, second of “Humoresque” 
(WB) (2d wk), fancy $11,700. 

Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-65)— 


| Sinbad the Sailor’ (RKO). Best in 
town, figured at great $17,000. Last 
week, fifth of “It's Wonderful Life” 
(RKO), $10.700. 





- Henry’ Sock 206 


| Leader in Mpls. 


Minneapolis, March 4. 

| Except for the roadshow “Henry 
| V" at the Lyceum, legit house, and 
a Swedish film, the major new- 
|; comers are reissues. It’s the first 
time in months that the downtow1 
layout hasn’t included a new “A” 
picture. It's the third week for 
“The Jolson Story” and “The Shock- 
ing Miss Pilgrim” <nd the second 
for “Lady in the Lake” and “Cali- 
fornia.” Latter still is big after colos- 
sal opener. With an immense ad- 
vance sale, “Henry V,” under Thea- 
| tre Guild sponsorship, is skyrock- 
| ting. 

} Estimates for This Week 

| Aster (Par) (900; 
cee Big Moment” (Col) and 
“Dick Tracy _Vs. Cueball” (RKO), 
| Good $2,400 in 5 days. Last week, 





(PRC) split with “Vacation Days” 
(Mono) and “Riding California 


| Trail’ (Mono), $2,500 in 9 days. 
Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70) — 

“Boom Town” (M-G) (rbissue) (2d 
wk). Profitable $6,000 after big 


$8,000 first week. 

Gopher (Par) (1,000; 44)—“Come 
and Get It” (FC) (reissue). Neat 
$5,000. Last week, “Flying Deuces” 
(Indie) (reissue), $3,500. 

Lyceum (Murray) 
$2.49)—"“Henry V” (UA). Has Thea- 
tre Guild sponsorship and opened 
to advance sale of more than $10,000 
for advertised two-week engage- 
ment. Going great guns at $20,000 
or near. Last weck, legit operation. 

Lyrie (Par) (1,100: 50-70) — 
“Shocking Miss Pilgrim’ (20th) (3d 
wk). Satisfactory $5,000 after good 
$5,600 for second. 





Orpheum (RKO) (2,800: 50-70)— 
“Jolson Story” (Col) (3d wk). Big 
| $14,000 after great $16,000 second 
frame. 


Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70)— 
| “California” (Par) (2d wk). Climb- 
} ing to huge $15,000 after sensational 
| $23,000 first week. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600: 50-70)— 
“Destry Rides Again” (U) and 
|““When the Daltons Rode” (U) (re- 
| issues). Comfortable $9,000. Last 
week, “Temptation” (U), $5,000. 

_ State (Par) (2,300; 50-70 )—“Lady 
| in Lake” (M-G) (2d wk). Trim 
| $9,000 after big $13,000 first week. 
Uptown (Par) (1,000: 50-55) — 
| “Song of South” (RKO). First nabe 
showing. Solid $3,500. Last week. 
“Secret Heart” (M-G), $4,000. 
} World (Mann) (350: 50-99)—“Ap- 
| passionata” (Indie). Foreign lan- 
; guage film only mildly well received 

and looks fair $2.200. Last week 

“Brief Encounter” (U) (4th wk), 
| Satistactory $1,600 in 5 days. 





‘Man I Love’ Only $9,500 
In Seattle; ‘Heart’ $10,000 


Seattle, March 4. 


With biz running slightly below 
expectations, “Jolson Story” con- | 
tinues socko in the tenth week. 


Man I Love” and “Cross My Heart” 
are best newcomers, but 
smash. 
Estimates for This Week 
Blue Mouse (H-E) (800; 45-80)— 
“Stanley and Livingstone” (20th) 
and “Frenchman's Creek” (Par) (re- 
issues). Slow $3,000. Last week, 
(Continued on page 22) 


30-44) — | 


“Blind Spot” (Col) and “Wild West” | 


(1,900; $1.20- 


neither | 


New Pix Help L. A. With ‘Boomerang’ 


Los Angeles, March 4 
Three new bills, all mellers, and 





some reissues are helping firstruns 


here maintain a fairly even pace this 


week. “Boomerang” is beating out a 
sturdy $75,000 or near in four the- 


“Dead Reckon- 
$46,000, if 


atres to lead the city, 


ing” shapes as okay not 
hefty, in two houses. 

“Red House” 
$40,000 in four Re- 
combo of “Housekeeper's 


Daughter” “One Million B.C. 
looks fair $21,000 in three spots. Sec- 


small-seaters. 
ISS Lif 


1 
Ina 


ond frame of “Scheherazade” is hold- 


ing up well 
itions, but “Nora Prentiss” fell off 
| badly to $33,000 for second frame in 
three houses. 
fornia” looks neat $34,000 in two the- 
atrés, and holds again. 

Third and final session for 
in Lake” is $29,000 in three spots. 
|“Duel in Sun,” on roadshow, is good 
1} $99 500 for ninth week in one house 
‘hth in another 
aown trom recent pace 


This Week 


nad ei 


Estimates for 


Belmont (FWC) (1,532; 50-$1) 
“Housekeeper’s Daughter” (SG) and 
“One Million B. C.” (SG) (reissues). 


Five 
for 


Fair $4.000. Last week. “Beast 
Fingers’ (WB) and “Wanted 
Murder” (20th), oke $5,500. 

Beverly (FWC) (1,352: $1-$1.80)— 
“Best Years” (RKO) (0th wk). 
Steady $12,500. Last week, neat $13,- 
100. 

Beverly Hills Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld-G&S) (824; 65-$1)—“Red House” 
(UA), Good $6,000. Last 


fair. $3.000. 

Carthay Cirele (FWC) (1,518; $1- 
| $1.80)—“Yearling” (M-G) (10th wk). 
| Bettering $9,500. Last week, good 
| $9.700. ; 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048: 50- 
$1)—“Boomerang” (20th). Hefty $19.,- 
000. Last week, “Shocking Miss Pil- 
srim” (20th) (2d wk), fair $9,600. 
~ Dewntown (WB) (1,800; 
“Nora Prentiss” 
off to thin $13,000. Last week, sturdy 
$25,500. 

Downtown Music Hall 








feld) (872; 55-$1) — “Red House” 
(UA). Stout $21,000. Last week, 
“Trish Rose” (UA) (2d wk), light 
| $8.200. 
Egyptian (FWC) (1,538; 56-$1)— 
i“tady in Lake” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Closes at $8,500. Last week, good 
$11,100. 

El Rey (FWC) (861; 50-$1) — 


“Housekeeper’s Daughter” (SG) and 
“One Million B.C.” (SG) (reissues). 
Fair $4.000, Last week, “Beast Five 
Fingers” (WB) og BD ger for 
Murder” (20th), oke $5,400. 

Fairfax (FWC) (1,504; $1.20-$1.80) 
—“Duel in Sun” (SRO) (8th wk). 
Good $13,000. Last week, $14,500. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; $1-$1.50) 
—‘Stairway to Heaven” (U) (6th 
wk). Fine $6,500. Last week, sturdy 
$7,100. 

Guild (FWC) (968; 50-$1)—“Sche- 
herazade” (U) (2d wk), Near $4,000. 
Last week, nice $7,000. " 

Hawali (G&S-Blumenfeld) (956; 
| 50-$1)—"Red House” (UA). Good 


(2d wk), $2,600. 
Hollywood (WB) 
“Nora Prentiss” 
Nose-dived to 
week, fancy $22,400. 
Hollywood Music 
| feld (475; 50-85) — 


(2,756; 


(WB) (2d wk). 





Hall ‘(Blumen- 
“Red House” 


(UA). Neat $6,000. Last week, “Irish | 


Rose” (UA) (2d wk), only $2,500. 

Iris (FWC) (828; 50-85)—‘Sche- 
herazade” (U) (2d wk). Good $5,000. 
Last week, stout $8,300. 


Loew’s State (Loew-WC) (2.404; 
50-$1)—“Boomerang” (20th). Stout 
$30,000. Last week. “Miss Pilgrim” 
(20th) (2d wk), dull $12,600. 


Los Angeles (D’town-WC) (2,097; 
50-$1)—“Lady in Lake” (M-G) (3d 
wk). Finales at $12,000. Last week, 


okay $18,000. 
Loyola (FWC) (1,248: 50-$1) — 
“Boomerang” (20th). Fine $12,000. 


Last week, ‘Miss Pilgrim” 
wk), okay $6,200. 

Million Dollar (D'town) 
50-85)—"“City Without Men” 
and “Prison Without Bars” 
| (reissues). Okay $7,500. Last 
i“Beast Five Fingers” (WB) 
“Wanted For Murder” (20th), 
| $7,500. 

Orpheum (‘(D'town-WC) (2,210: 50- 
$1)—“Housekeeper’s Daughter” (SG) 
jand “One Million B. C.” (SG) (reis- 
| sues), Fair $13,000. Last week, “Beast 
| Five Fingers” (WB) and “Wanted for 
| Murder” (20th), good $19,100 

Palace (D'town-WC) ($1-$1.80)— 
| “Best Years” (RKO) (6th wk). Close 
to $23,000. Last week. fine $22,800. 
Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 50-$1)— 
| “Dead Reckoning” (Col) and “Betty 
Co-ed” (Col). Okay $22,000. Last 
week. “Song of South” (RKO) (4th 
wk) and “Blind Spot” (Col), good 
| $11,300 
|} Paramount (F&M) (3,398: 50-$1) 
i“California” (Par) and “Ghost Goes 





(2,420: 
(Indie? 
(Indie) 
week, 

and 
nice 


is sighting a favorable | 


at $33,000 in five loca- | 
Third week for “Cali- | 


“Lady | 


but is slowing | 


week, 


“Abie’s Irish Rose” (UA) (2d wk),} 


50-$1 )— | 
(WB) (2d wk). Way | 


(Blumen- | 


$7.000. Last week, “Irish Rose” (UA) 
50-$1)— | 
soggy $10,000. Last | 


(20th) (2d, 


Lusty 756, 4 Spots; ‘Reckoning’ Oke 
466 in 2, House’ 406, 4; Song’ 336, 2d 


Wild” (Rep) (3d wk). Grand $21,000, 
| Last week, stout $28,400. 
Paramount Hollywood (F&M) (1,- 


|} 451; 50-$1)—“California” (Par) (3d 
wk). Fine $13,000. Last week, good 
$16,000. , 

RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2.890: 50- 
80)—“Dead Reckoning” (Col) and 
“Bety Co-ed” (Col), Okay $24,000. 
Last week, “Song of South” (RKO) 
| (4th wk) and “Blind Spot” (Col), 


turdy $11,700. 

Ritz (FWC) (1,370; 50-$1)—“Sche.- 
herazade” (U) (2d wk). Nice $8,000. 
Last week, stout $11,300. 

Studio City (FWC) (880: 50-$1)~— 
‘Scheherazade” (U) (2d wk). Near 
$4.500. Last week, good $7,000 

United Artists (UA-WC) (2.100: 50- 


$1)—“Scheherazade” (U) (2d wk). 
Robust $12,000. Last week. socko 
$22,500. 

Uptown (FWC) (1,719; 50-$1)— 


|“ Boomerang” (20th). 
Last week, “Miss Pilgrim” 
wk), dull $5,000. 
(FWC) (885; $1.20-$1.80)— 
“Duel” (SRO) (9th wk). Smooth 
| $12,500. Last week, steady $14.100 
Wilshire (FWC) (2.296: 50-81)~— 
|“Lady in. Lake (M-G) (3d wk), 
}Okavy $8,500. Last week. bright $11.- 
800 

Wiltern (WB) (2,300: 50-$1)—“Nora 
| Prentiss” (WB) (2d wk). Slid to $8,- 
500. Last week, fine $21,900. 


Bright $14.000. 
(20th) (2d 


| Vogue 


“McGurk Solid 
$71,000 in Prov. 


} Providence, March 4. 
| Big news here is sixth week being 





given “Jolson Story” at Strand. 
“Mighty McGurk” is fairly hefty in 
i first stanza at Loew’s State. “Hu- 


| moresque” is healthy in second stand 
at Majestic. 
Estimates for 
Albee (RKO) (2,200: 44-65) — 
“Wicked Lady” (U> and “Beat 
| Band” (RKO). Steady $14.000. Last 
week, “Sinbad the Sailor” (RKO) 
j}and “High School Hero” (Mono) 
| (2d wk), big $15,000. 
Carlton (Fay-Loew! (1,400; 
-“Chase” (UA) and “Mr. District 
Attorney” (Col) (2d run). Good §$4.- 
500. Last week, “Beast Five Fingers” 
(WB) and “Gas House Kids” (WB) 
| (2d wk), snappy $5,000. 


This Week 


44-65) 


Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)—*Hel- 
dorado” (Rep) and vaude. Great 
$8,000. Last week, “East Side of 


Heaven” (Par) (reissue? and vaude, 
$7,000 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200: 44-65) 
“Humoresque” (WB) (2d wk), Fine 
$13,500 after hitting sock $16,000 first 


stanza. 

State (Loew) (3,200: 44-65) — 
“Mighty McGurk” (M-G) and 
“Cigarette Girl” (Col). Solid $21.000. 
Last week, “Chase” (UA) and “Dis- 
trict Attorney” (Col), same. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
—‘Jolson Story” (Col) (6th wk) 
Sixth frame started Monday (3), 
Fifth sesh was solid $12,500 after 
$14.000 for fcurth. 


‘Life’ Wonderful 256, 
St. Loo; ‘South’ Hot 226 


, St. Louis, March 4. 

| Snew and cold weather are not de- 
terring grosses here, “It’s a Wonder- 
ful Life” will tote the heavy sugar, 
being sock. “Song of South” is run- 
nerup, “Jolson Story” is winding up 
fourth and final week. 

Estimates for This Week 


Ambassador (F&M) (3.500: 
'!—“Jt's Wonderful Life” ‘(RKO). 
|Great $25,000. Last week, “Nora 
| Prentiss’ (WB) and “Genius at 
| Work” (RKO), $16,000. 

| Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)—“Song 
|of South” (RKO) and “Out Califer- 


= 











50-75) 


nia Way” (Rep). Nice $22,000. Last 
, week, “Cross My Heart” (Par) and 
“Swamp Fire” (Par), $20,000 

Loew’s (Loew) (3.172: 50-75)— 
“Jolson Story” (Col) (4th wk). Big 
$20.000 after swell sock $22.000 in 
third stanza. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500: 50-75)— 
“Angel and Bad Man” ‘Rep) and 
“Affairs of Geraldine” (Rep). Fine 


| $15,000 Last week. “Wake Up, 
iDream” (20th) and “Sweetheart 
Sigma Chi” (Mono), $16,000 

Orpheum (Loew) (2.000: 50-75)— 
, “Wicked Lady” (U) and “Wild West” 
(PRC). Good $11,000 Last week, 


“Scandal in Paris” (UA) and “Bach- 
elor’s Daughters” (UA), $9,000. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000: 50-60)— 
“Gunga Din” (RKO) and “Lady 
Takes a Chance” (RKO)? (reissues). 
Mild $4,000. Last week. “Dark Mir- 
ror’ (U) and “Fabulous Suzanne” 
(Rep) (3d wk), neat $7,500 
| Shady Oak (F&M) (676: $1.20- 
|$2.40)—“Henry V" (UA) (6th wk), 
Trim $5.500 after $6.000 last week. 
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resulted in overfildwing houses dur- 
ing its first week of operation, 
while barkers .in nearby film thea- 
tres have been calling attention to 
the fact that seats are available in 
all parts of the house. In the N. Y. 
eafe sector, the Zanzibar, which 
opened two weeks ago featuring a 
show topped by the Mills Bros., Ed- 
die Heywood orch and Ida James, in- 
augurated a $1.25 dinner policy 
which has been filling the dinner 
sessions. Other spots have also 
slashed tariffs. Leon & Eddie’s now 
features a $1.50 dinner, while other 
cafes. La Martinique, 
and Embassy included, are display- 
ing table d’hote menus with meals 
starting at around $3. During the 
war years, most of these spots dis- 


played the a la carte menus, with 
entrees starting at around that 
mark. 


In addition, prices of liquor have 
gone down. Leon & Eddie’s, for ex- 
ample, has drinks starting at 75c, in- 
stead of $1 and $1.10 that prevailed 
until a short time ago. Minimums 
are also falling. Copa now has a $3 
minny instead of the $3.50 that 
hitherto prevailed. 
reduction has, in 
some been in effect about a 
month. Business, in most instances, 
has picked up appreciably. 

Some cafe operators feel that the 
$4 per-person average check now 
chalked up in most niteries 
have to come down further, It’s felt 
that a bigger turnover at a lesser | 
profit will put the mass cafe out 
ahead. It’s stressed that even dur- 
ing the lush years, prices were a | 
considerable factor. One cafe off | 
Broadway folded after a few weeks’ 
operation because of the $4 mini- 
mum beverage charge during din- 
ner. 


The cafe price 


cases, 


55¢c Morning Price 
Almost Trebles Biz | 


With the Broadway Paramount's 
price cut one week old Par’s top- 





pers quoted attendance figures, 
shaved down but not denied by 
other main stem managers, which 


indicated that the theatre has al- 
most trebled patronage from opening 
to 1 p.m. A check by Variety, Mon- 
day (3), 12:45 p.nt. disclosed a line, 
four deep running through the 





lengthy lobby to the boxoffice while | outside stockholders in 
companies as a matter of fact have | 


all other Broadway houses were 
touting empty seats and no waiting. 


Performance by other stageshow 
houses while the Paramount chalked 
up its attendance mark left no doubt 
that the former went out in front 
on numbers of patrons, although 
various reasons besides the price 
slash were offered by managers to 
explain the gap. Against Par’s 8,400, 
Wednesday (chiseled to 6,500 by 
estimates of other managers), the 
Capitol did 1,650; the Roxy, 1,250; 
Radio City Music Hall, 3,000; Strand, 
900; and State, 700. Last Thursday’s 
record Showed the Capitol, 1,200; 
Roxy, 1,000; Music Hall, 6,000; 
Strand, 650; and State, 2,500. 

Only Confined to B’way 


Testifying to the fact that there’s 
little chance of the movement 
spreading beyond Broadway is the 
attitude of Par’s top execs. The 
price slash has so far proved to be 
an unquestioned success, Leonard 
Goldenson, Par’s veepee in charge 
of theatres, said. “We have no in- 
tention of ordering admission re- 
ductions anywhere else if business 
holds up,’ Goldenson added. “We 
cut the Paramount scale because we 
felt it was altogether out of line 
with prices elsewhere in the country. 
It was an individual case and not 
typical of our other theatres. Con- 
sequently, we don’t think there’s 
any reason for similar action out- 
side of New York.” 


Bargain B.0. Ups Show Biz 


Centinued from page 1 


Copacabana | 


i 


'ers to gain control while Miss Pick- | 


: 











able b.o.. prices 
money on this caliber of band. 

The real hasstie is expected to 
come with top-name bands. They 
are still asking the same high prices. 


resell the band to his patrons at 
prices up to $3, and higher in some 
places, there’s bound to be some 
trouble. 

As it stands, top bands assert they 
|cannot reduce guarantees by much. 
| Musicians’ ‘salaries, particularly on 
the road, must be held at an abnor- 
mal level due to the high cost of 
| liv ing. 

° Dao a ‘ ‘ 
Legit Price Cut Seen 
Following the Field 

If and when there is a downward 
revision of prices for legit shows it 
will probably follow the field after 
the trend is definite. Managers say 
the cost of praduction has steadily 
mounted, accounting for the general 
| boosting of admission scales among 
straight plays, but the top for musi- 
cals has been virtually constant, 
\lavishness among that type of at- 
traction being absent especially this 
season. 

Tendency to establish 
shows. at’ $4.80 and $4.20, even for 
short-cast one-setters, has been 
| criticized, and the number of flops 
ifor which such prices were charged 





straight 


will }has resulted in unfavorable reaction 


among playgoers. 


UA Stock 


Continued from page 5 | 











to each year in new companies with 
nothing whatsoever to offer but an | 
idea and a hope. UA, on the other | 
hand, they say, regardless of earn- | 
ings, is a valuable going concern | 
with a great deal of assets, including 
such things as an important interest | 
in the Odeon circuit in England. 
As for the inability of stockhold- | 
ford and Chaplin each hold one- | 
third, it was pointed out that there 
was always the possibility of the 


wo present owners on their side 
and thus getting a majority. In ad- 
dition to which, it was asserted, 


they can make | 


But if an operator continues to pay | 
the quotations, yet finds he cannot | 


shareholders lining up either of the | officers, ‘directors 


———e 


Paramount theatre manage- 
ment polled some 500 patrons at- 
tending the showcase’s matinee 
on opening day of the slash to 
55c. 

Questionnaire asked whether 
price cut was a major factor In 


bringing the customer to the 
theatre. 
Answers, it’s claimed, sup- 


ported the wisdom of the move 
since 90% of them were in the 
affirmative. 


90% Polled for Cut B.O. 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


With United Artists distributing Enterprise product domestically and 
Loew's International handling it abroad, general confusion and a }o; ot 
burns prevailed in publicity departments of both companies with arriyaj 
| of David Lewis in New York from the Coast Monday (3). Lewis was heaq. 
| ing to London for preem there of his “Another Love,” so Loew's figureq 
| that made him its baby in setting interviews and the rest of the publicity 
| buildup. 


| UA, on the other hand, had a letter from E’s flackery on the Coast in. 
forming it that Lewis would be available during his entire stay for a 
| campaign preluding “Arch of Triumph” preem in New York. Billy Frieq. 
| berg, studio’s special eastern flack, meantime was attempting to keep both 
sides happy and run in a few ideas of his own. At last report, Loew's was 











N.Y. Layoffs 


L 


waltzing ahead in the Lewis sweepstakes via a cocktail party quickly 
rigged in his honor last evening (Tuesday). 








Continued from page 5 jae 


the wind was the anticipated arrival 
in New York this week of 20th-Fox 
studio boss Joseph M. Schenck, ac- 
companied by studio treasurer-man- 
ager Fred Metzler. They are slated 
to huddle on costs with Spyros 
Skouras, 20th prexy, and Donald A. 
Henderson, company treasurer. 
Another indication of possible cut- 
ting was seen in the current visit 
of Metro pub-ad topper Howard 
Dietz to the Coast to join prexy 
Nick Schenck in talks there. 


Metro’s Payroll Lopping 

All the companies have been very 
much hush-hush about their re- 
trenchment activities, but, as far as 
can be gathered, Metro has done the 
greatest amount of head-chopping, 
with 20th-Fox and Warner Bros. 
next. Metro started the move and is 
reported to have dropped around 
200 studio employees in an effort 
to trim expenses by $200,000 a week 


| ($10,000,000 a year). 


While Metro has sheared a good 


| many minor studio employees, it has 
jalso lopped off a considerable pay- 
| rol] load in the higher brackets, in- 


cluding such execs as producer M. 


J. Siegel ($3,000 a week) and story | 


ed William J. Fadiman ($850 a 
week). That is no doubt an effort 
to bring payroll of top studio per- 
sonnel more closely in line with that 
of other companies. Study recently 
made by Variety of proxy state- 
ments of the various companies—in 
which the law requires all salaries 
ever $20,000 a year to be reported— 
revealed that Metro was paying out 
more: than $23,000,000 a year to 
and other em- 
ployees in this category. Figure com- 
pares with 20th-Fox, second in line, 





other film 


no chance at all of gaining any sort 
of control, eithér. 
Reports that Arthur 
might return to UA, 
board member or as an exec, are 
understood to be correct. Kelly held 
a number of top jobs in the company 
for years and was a board rep for 
Chaplin. He’s now abroad on a pro- 
duction deal of his own. Kelly’s re- 
turn to UA and the spot he'd fill 
would -hinge pretty much, it is un- 
derstood, on his acceptance to the 
man chosen as new prez of the com- 
pany. Edward C. Raftery, who has 
served as interim prexy since 1941, 
is expected to get his oft-repeated 
wish within a few months that he 
be allowed to return to his law firm, 
O’Brien, Driscoll, Raftery & Lawler, 
UA counsel, from which he was 
drafted for the presidency job. 

Talks are now in progress on a 
choice for the top post in the com- 
pany, but there has been no decision 
and no one has been approached 
as yet, as far as can be learned. 


W. Kelly 














Mirisch Theatres 


Continued from page 3 





City Investing, with which he’s con- 
tinue to be associated, however. 
Houses of the St. Louis Amuse- 
ment Corp. are reportedly owned by 
a syndicate headed by Arthur Baer, 
head of Stix, Baer & Fuller, St. 
Louis department store. Arthur 





Summer May See Break 


considerably larger chain 


° | books a 
In Dance Band Prices ot houses than he actually operates. 


There’s a very good possibility that 
the coming summer season may 
finally break the back of the high 
prices being asked by bands of all 
caliber. 

To be able to drop admission 
prices, the band buyers obviously 
must secure lower guarantee quota- 
tions. They are seeking them from 


agencies as buying goes on and are | 


either getting some concessions, it’s 
claimed, or are delaying buying on 
the possibility that guarantees will 
come down. It all poses an explosive 
probiem for all bands. 

Medium bands will have no 
ehoice; they will be forced to drop 
quotations a bit to stay in business, 
and operators figure that at reason- 


Mirisch leaves New York Friday 
(7) on his way to the Coast with 
a stopover in Milwaukee. Head- 
quartered there is the popcorn and 
candy biz which has made him inde- 


pendently wealthy in the past five | 


or six years. The outfit will con- 
tinue, incidentally, to service RKO 
theatres, despite Mirisch’s exit from 
the chain. 

Production deal on which Mirisch 
jis going to the Coast may be in as- 
| sociation with Edward L. Alperson, 
indie producer for 20th-Fox. Mirisch 
was associated with Alperson in 
Fox-West Coast operation in Mil- 
waukee and later in RKO circuit 
| management. Pair has been in 
huddles in New York during the past 
week. 





either as a/| 


industry of $74,000,000. 





— 


| Loew’s Deals 














\in——_ Continued from page 5 
icuit in Néw York broke all records 
| with the three pictures then playing, 
jincluding “Secret Heart,” “Blue 
Skies” and “Jolson Story.” 
ceded that Broadway grosses had 
fallen off, but attributed this to the 
general slump in Broadway biz felt 
by hotels, niteries and most forms of 


entertainment because of the de- 


with $13,000,000 and a total for the | 


He con- | 


It's generally believed on Broadway that the deal by which the Astor 
hotel was to have been torn down and converted into theatres and office 
building has fallen through. Premature publicity is said to have further 
upset the already highly-complicated transactions involved in acquiring 
necessary leases. At final report, those involved in the deal were Nick 
Schenck, Loew's prexy (not Loew’s itself), Walter Reade and the Shuberts. 

Official statement by Astor topper Bob Christenberry and the ads the 
hotel now is using to dispel the talk of the sale are accepted by Broadway- 
ites as the tipoff that the deal is off for the time being at least Denial 
of any interest by either Metro or any of its execs was also made at Metro 
stockholders’ meeting last week 

Universal will spark its screen plugging of “The Egg and I” with a three. 
minute cartoon teaser trailer, first ever used for live action pic. Cartoon 
trailer, planned by U's flackery. was produced by Walter Lantz at a cost of 

| close to $10,000. 

| Short opens conventionally, simulating standard cartoon entertainment, 
with Romeo Rooster and Henrietta Hen featured. Audience isn't let on 
until the end when briefie makes its pitch for U's feature. 


‘Other Love’ 


Continued from page 9% 








1\ Stickling Junks Nick 
Policy on Working OK’s 
| For St. Louis IA Local 


‘Arch’ Preem in N. Y. | St. Louis, March 4 
Hollywood, March 4. The policy of issuing working per- 
Release date of “Arch of Triumph” mits to members of IATSE, Local 


, | No. 143, and the stagehands union, 
been changed to mid-April, | Local No. 6, by John P. Nick, when 
when it world-preems in New York. 


he headed both organizations and 

According to Enterprise topper Pefore his conviction of anti-racke- 
Charles Einfeld, Paris world preem, | te€ting charges, was brushed off the 
| originally slated, is now out. It 


boards recently by Frank Stickling, 
bows there May 1 after the Gotham international v.p., who has been in 
debut. 


charge of the affairs of Local No. 6 
David Loew, incidentally has gone 


since last year. In junking Nick's 
; olicy, which was used to bolster his 

to N.Y. for a month of Enterprise | > 

| business. 


domination of the locals, particularly 
é 9 H 
Duel’ Dicker 


No. 6, Stickling admitted 33 men 
Continued from page 9 ——— 








rt mer 


of “Arch,” on possible cuts for the 
picture. 





has 











holding permit cards as full-fledged 
members of the local. 

Stickling said, “The permit prac- 
tice started many years ago, but It 
is not in keeping with our interna- 
tional rules and is being discon- 
tinued in all locals where it is 
brought to the attention of interna- 
tional officers.” Nick is reported to 
| still have a strong following in Local 
No. 6 and they are said to have re- 














| opposition from the L. of D. Hughes’ 
stance hurt his pic considerably, 
since he has had difficulty in lining 
|up theatres to play it. 

Selznick In N. Y. 


sented the admission of new mem- 
Selznick arrived in New York bers, which gives the anti-Nick 
from the Coast yesterday (Tues- forces added strength. 
day). One of the reasons for | 





the visit is to have a look-in on the 
shooting of “Portrait of Jennie,” 
which is being made in New York 
under the Selznick banner with Jen- 
nifer Jones and Joseph Cotten | 


Europe Press in Burnup 
At Sonja Henie Visit Home 


Vienna, Feb. 25. 


| 





PEE LAN FON RCC ERNIE 


* 








starred. It’s believed Selznick may 


also confab on the “Due!” situation | 


crease in numbers of tourists. with the Legion. How long he will 


Vogel said Loew's did not contem- |remain in the east is uncertain as 
plate any immediate cut in admis- | yet. ; 
sion prices at the Broadway Capito!| Reports were prevalent this week 


showcases, as result of the slash in| York preem at the Rivoli about 
morning prices effected last week | 4Pril 15, following a six-week run 
by the Broadway Paramount. “It’s|°f “Blaze of Noon” (Par), the pres- 
too early to tell yet what we'll do,” | "t tenant. This would give “Duel” 
he said. “Right now we're watching | Coveted Easter playing time. Milt 
the situation carefully and will do | Kusell, Selznick sales chief, declared 
whatever is good business.” | Monday (3), however, that nothing 

Loew’s is still testing the advis- | ‘* set yet. 
ability of a return to single bills in | 
dual situations, Vogel said, but so far | 
hasn't found it doesn’t work out. | 
He told of one theatre operating on! 
a vig policy which was forced to} 
post S.R.O. signs every weekend. : 
Loew's attempted to tine od over to a| other angle was handcuffing of Sor- 
single-picture policy on Saturdays | rell, method Harvey Church used in 
and Sundays in order to increase the | Chicago for killing of two automo- 
turnover at the house, but found | bile salesmen in one of Windy City’s 
immediately that business fell off. | ost brutal crimes. Still another 


—_— — clue authorities are following is Sor- 
GI Films 


rell’s recalling “telephone voice” of 
Continued from page 5 


Sorrell Beating 


Continued from page 9 








| 
} 
| 





one of his attackers who discussed 
whether labor leader was dead or 
not. Thugs also talked while they 
thought Sorrell out saying that hey 
were to head for Reno and payoff 
for beating job. 








eciatiesemeentdl 
| color films are generally top produc- 
| tions, impression is feared among 
soldiers that all pix are being held 
up unconscionably. 

Two factors make the current 
| pinch on the majors somewhat hard 
to take. First, the majors have so 
streamlined delivery to the Army of | 
| prints that new pix are delivered to | 
| GI theatres before foreign company 
|exchanges get their share. And sec- 
|} ond, with the majors pacted to de- 
| liver 20 35m prints and 40 narrow- 
gauge versions of every film to the 
Army, profits on the films are noth- 
ing spectacular. 


ston’s proposal that the National 
Labor Relations -Board be given 
power to settle jurisdictional trou- 
bles on the film lots. 


“Johnston,” said Sorrell, “wants 
Federal laws passed to make slaves 
out of members of our free, demo- 
cratic and autonomous unions. At 
the same time he wants to provide 
‘protection for his company-main- 
tained unions.” : 








and State, the circuit’s two N. Y,/ that “Duel” would have its New | 





Shortly before the attack, Sorrell | 
entered a protest against Eric John- | 


European press has given much 
space to Norwegian burnup at Sonja 
Henie’s proposed visit to her home- 
land. Skater’s been a top film draw 
in German language area, particu- 
larly in “Sun Valley Serenade,” 
since the war. 

Papers quote Norwegian press a5 
saying she did nothing whatever 
| for Norwegian war relief during en- 
| tire war, stating she “wanted to re- 
/main neutral” even after Nazis over- 
ran Norway. They call her a “cold- 
| blooded film princess and business 
| woman, who even married a multi- 
millionaire.” Skater used to be 
'much beloved under nickname of 
| “Haseken” (“Little Rabbit’) in Ner- 
| way. 


CR’s 5 District Mgrs. 


| Confidential Reports has named 
five district managers to represent 
the checking outfit in the field. 
Tagged for the posts are John J. 
Shine, Fran S. Ingres, Otto Stradley, 
Barry Halbert and Arthur W. Dav's. 

Shine will work out of the Atlanta 
office: Ingres out of Chicago; Strad- 
| ley, Cleveland; Halbert, Los An- 
\geles; and Davis, Philadelphia Each 
‘division contains five exchange cities 
/except that of Shine, which has six. 











Ed Alperson 


Continued from page | 


pay sufficient attention to his work. 
‘That's in contrast to the ga! in the 
‘pic who makes good because she 
does mind her ways. 

| Film will be budgeted at $1 500,000, 


,about three times as much as his 
initial 20th-Fox pic, “Black a 
ran 


now in release, producer said > 
Davis (“Tree Grows in Brookly" | 
iis screenplaying “The Big Curtain. 
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A SEA OF PEOPLE FOR 


THE SEA OF GRASS! 


It is the third M-G-M 
Hit in succession to 
pack the Music Hall! 
First “Till The Clouds 
Roll By”, next “The 

*Yearling” and now 

“The Sea of Grass.” 
The Biggest for the 
Biggest Theatre in 
the world! 


% “YEARLING” PRESS-TIME FLASH! in its first engage 
ment following its Los Angeles Premiere and its New York 
Music Hall run it set an alltime M G-M record for the initial, 
week at the State-Lake Theatre, Chicago. Just the beginning! 
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Set to Go Places in Austria, 





By JOSEF ISRAELS I 

Vienna, Feb. 18. 

First month’s operation in Austria 
by Motion Picture Export Assn. ran 
into as fancy a set of obstacles, com- 
plications, accidents and business 
killers as any industry operation has 
ever faced. Nevertheless local 
MPEA crew, under Wolfgang Wolf, 


former! Army pix chief for Austria, 
and Oskar Morvai, sales manager, 
played first half dozen 
throughout most of Austria (though 
to badly reduced grosses) and have 


Power, Politics Ease 


releases | 


| Move followed recent flagrant 
| promise by “charm schools” and 
lreputed “model-training agencies” 


Toronto Dailies Nix: 
Wild ‘Screen Test’ Ads 


Toronto, March 4. 

- Through efforts of the Canadian 
Motion Picture Distributors Assn., 
affiliate here of the Johnston office, 
Toronto dailies will henceforth 
refuse to accept “screen test” ad- 
vertisements unless these have the 
| endorsement of film company head 
offices or the assn. 





elosed contracts with more than 70 | whereby a screen test could be ob- 
houses for remainder of list of some ltained for $50—or more or less. 
50 Hollywood titles due during |qyrrent production of made-in- 
1947. 'Canada films increased the draw- 

Winter conditions, added to Aus-|jng power of this particular type 
tria’s poverty in coal and electricity, lof sucker bait, now smacked down 
caused greatest troubles. For 10 | through the efforts of E. H. Wells, 
days in January all pix houses had |CMPDA secretary, and Arthur 
to shut down for lack of juice. Later | Haskell, manager, Better Business 
reopening has been on basis of one | Bureau. Both were unable to deter- 
show a day weekdays, complete | mine, after communicating with film 
shutdown every Thursday and full | production companies in Hollywood, 


Censor Board of the French film 


H’WOOD FILMS GLUT 
FOREIGN MARKET 


Hollywood, March 4. 

Europe and the Orient are so 
heavily Jaden with Hollywood films 
that the overseas customers will re- 
quire at least five years to catch up 
with new product. That is the opin- 
ion of studio foreign heads, who are 
up against the problem of coordinat- 
ing sales of old product with new. 

Huge backlog, caused by five war 
years, has long since been written 
off the books as far as domestic 
revenue is concerned, but the oldies 
are figured on for substantial 
grosses overseas, 


Int] ‘Incident’ 
Brews in Quebec 


‘Enfants Ban 


Montreal, March 4, 
Arbitrary banning by the Quebec 





“Les Enfants du Paradis” has de- 





schedule only on Saturday and Sun- 


that such “screen test” promises had | veloped 


into a major diplomatic 


French Showbiz Ills Laid to Legit 


Mismanagement, Pix 


Cooperation Lack 





3 U.S. Reps to Do P.A. 


Job on Belgian Festival 
Paris, Feb. 28. 

Pix managers here have decided 
to send a public relations advance 
party to Brussels to prepare the 
way for the Belgian Film Festival, 
set for month of June. 

New angle is that the delegation 
of three members is not going to 
operate on behalf of one particular 
company, but pave the way for all 
American trade, as representing the 
Motion Picture Assn. interests. They 
leave early in March for Brussels 


A By MAXIME de BEIX 


Paris, Feb. 25, 

Show business here is in a dis. 
rupted condition, and is unlikely to 
improve as long as management 
doesn’t adopt more business-like 
methods and keeps depending on the 
government to adjust everything, as 
is increasingly the trend here. 

The state’s sore need of cash, re- 
flected by the recent cut in the 
skedded appropriations of the Mon. 
net rehabilitation plan, makes it re. 
luctant to lower the unduly heavy 
taxes, on which showmen lay most 
of the blame. The drop in 





easy 


‘ spending is felt strongest in nitery 
and will remain there a few days, | business, but is also affecting all 


contacting officials, the industry and | grosses. With the single exception 
the press. % |of tent shows, which are improv. 
The three American film reps are ing all over Europe, all amusements, 
Elias Lapinere, chairman of the | especially legit and pictures, are suf. 
delegation; Joe Westreich, and Julio | fering from lack of organization and 
Ascarelli. a aa eid ae adjustment to prevailing conditions, 
moe ® sor Beare poh oS Sasiven Legit managers have been eager 
Se a ;.| for subsidies and relief from tax- 
here. Joe Westreich is Joe Hummel's lation. Prexy Roger Ferdinand of 
aide at Warner's. Julio Ascarelli ‘the Authors’ Society, has laid the 
arrived recently from Rome to take 


days. Most houses are unheated in 
average 15 degree cold. 
Exhibs complain that stipulated 


7:30 and 8 p.m. showtimes are also 
business killers due to reluctance of | 
customers to be on streets late in| 
face of recent wave of robberies and 
uncertain trolley service homewards. 
Nevertheless first commercially dis- 
tributed U.S. features scored solid 
smashes in Vienna and Salzburg and 
are starting to build where shown in 
the provinces. Top draws in past 
month were “Union Pacific” and 
“Suspicion,” with MPEA promotional 
resources now going behind immi- 
nent premiere of “Ziegfeld Girl.” 

Competitive situation, since Army 
exited from picture production and 





distribution here Jan. 1, remains un- | juring 19 others. 


|operated by Theodore and Albert 
| Gildred, because of fears of physical 


. | 
any company endorsement, despite | brawl 


advertisements’ claims that 


the |Canada, Count Jean de Hautecloc- 


with the Ambassador to 





service had Hollywood's coopera- | que, so far doing most of the brawl- 


fit. | 


COL. CANCELS 10 PIX DUE. 
TO TEPEYAC ACCIDENT 


Mexico City, Feb. 28. 
Columbia is reported to have can- 
celled contracts for the making of 
10 pix at the Tepeyac studio here, 








security at the plant, due to the 
roof of a stage collapsing recently 


government was followed Thursday 





and killing three workmen and in- 
Col pix, though, 


settled. British show definite signs | will be made in other studios here 
of going commercial, with Eagle- | and elsewhere in Mexico: 


Lion reps opening up Offices here. 
French Army is. still 
Parisian product pending settlement 
of future policy. Russ Sov export 


Theodore Gildred declared that in 


handling | due course he'll announce cause of 


| collapse, adding that he has retained 
| John Kase of the Cal. Institute of 


} 





ing and the provincial government 
content to sit back on its decision. 
Charge last week by the Ambassa- 
dor that the ban was considered “an 
act of discourtesy” to the French 


(27) by an announcement that the 
picture would be shown at the 
French Embassy in Ottawa to 700 
“invited” guests including members 
of the House of Commons, Senate, 


| cooperation, 





the diplomatic corps, press and 
radio. 

Following are the events that led 
up to Thursday night’s announce- 
ment: 

1. French cultural attache Rene de 
Messier stalked out of a rally of 
French Univ. of Montreal students 
after being told that film, which 
had.been obtained for private show- 
ing at the rally through the embassy 
offices, had been banned. 

2. De Messier charged that ban 


film remains only one of occupying | Technology to examine and make | was direct insult to a representative 


powers still controlling production | 100% safe stages and all other parts | of 


facilities here. But not a camera 


of the studios, operation of which he 


the French government. 
3. Premier Duplessis took the mat- 


has turned for over six weeks due | expects to be normalized within six |ter under consideration, and stated 


to power shortage. 
Selling Troubles 

MPEA’s selling troubles have re- 
sulted from British and French re- 
luctance to have Yank salesmen go 
direct to houses in their zones. Al- 
though agreeing to free entry of 
Hollywood product, English and 
French have insisted on being mid- 
dlemen in zonal operations. MPEA 
has expressed strong dissatisfaction 
with poor operation of this relation- 
ship. Complaint is that U.S. play- 
dates aren’t efficiently coordinated 
and U. S. checkers have no chance 
to oversee grosses, promotional ef- 
forts, etc., outside of U.S. zone. 

Russians still haven't let down 
the barriers to U. S. pix in their zone 
and have put heat on most exhibi- 
tors to sign a year’s contract for un- 


specified block of Moscow, Prague, 


Warsaw and Berlin product. Krem- 
linite’s prices are reported so low as 


to be irresistible, especially when 


backed by still present Soviet politi- 
cal and military occupation. 
isn’t counting on much lookin in 
Russ controlled areas for foreseeable 
future. However, unless British and 
French can organize better in im- 
mediate future, MPEA salesmen and 
checkers will start direct dealings 
in those sectors. 


MPEA offices are functioning in 
quarters formerly occupied by ISB 


Films, Army’s distribution outfit. 


Army operation, now under Richard 


Hauserman, is concerned only with 
newsreel and documentariés, 
overall 
viewpoint. 

Insofar as available prints per- 


mit, MPEA is following policy of 


playing English versions with sub- 
titles in big-town firstruns and Ger- 
man synchronizations, mostly made in 
Berlin, in other parts of Austria. 
They are playing “Suspicion” both 
ways in comparable houses to get 
comparative grosses. Since both 
houses have sold out for first five 
weeks these results won't be vis- 
ible until biz begins to taper off at 
end of run. 

If, as and when weather warms 
up, freeing deadlocked, snow-choked 
streets and permitting improvement 
of power situation, MPEA should be 
sitting on top here. They've got an 
incomparable asset for a foreign 
operation—pictures. 


MPEA 


|'months. Studios comprise 10 stages 
|and 25 buildings and represent an 
investment of $20,000,000 (Mex). 

| organized pix trade financing com- 
| pany, the Credito Cinematografico 
Mexicano, capitalized for $30,000,000 
(Méx), has bought in heavily on five 
cinemas he and associates run here. 





Indie Prod. in Cuba 


Cuban motif will be accented in 
Pamar Pictures’ forthcoming film, 
“Samba” which will be made on 
location in Havana. First contingent 
of technicians and actors planed for 
the Cuban capital Monday (3). 
Michael Whalen, Doris Dowling, 
Tommy Wonder and Dolores Tatum 
top the cast. 

Headed by film director Marion 
Gering, Pamar’s backers include 
Cuban businessmen as well as Julian 
Roffman, George Richfield and 
George P. Quigley of Century Pro- 


deal has as yet been negotiated on 


According to Gildred, the recently | 


ductions in New York. No releasing | 


that 
stand. 

4. Ambassador de Hauteclocque 
entered the melee and backed up 
the de Messier claim stating that 
action was considered a “lack of 
courtesy” to France. 

5. Counter - statement came from 
Premier Duplessis claiming that 
Quebec authorities knew well 
,enough what was good for Que- 
beckers and stated in veiled effect 
that others should mind their own 
business. 

6. De Hauteclocque, hotter than 
ever now, announced a private 
showing at an Ottawa theatre but 
changed his mind on the request 
of Archbishop Alexander Vachon of 
Ottawa. 

7. Announcement Thursday that 
private screening would take place 
at the embassy. 

Film, it was stated, was verboten 
by the Quebec censors on moral 
grounds. 

At the screening Friday night, 
however, general consensus. of 


the censor’s decision would 


|industry and union heads met again 


charge of the 20th-Fox continental 
public relations here. 

This is the first effort here of 
the American industry to work in 
except, of course, for 
MPA proper, and is_ considered 
significant, 


307, EXPORT CUT TO 
SAVE BRIT. RAWSTOCK 


London, March 4: 
committee of film 





Emergency 


today (4) to discuss the acute raw- 
stock shortage caused by the current 
fuel famine. According to estimates 
given at the meeting, film producers 
can only except 11,000,000 feet of 
rawstock weekly as against their 
minimum needs of 13,500,000. 

Figure of 11 million feet, how- 
ever, is dependent upon Eastman 
Kodak’s plant obtaining 50% of 
normal coal supply plus the addi- 
tional 80 tons weekly promised 
under Sir Stafford Cripps’ latest 
scheme. Under these _ conditions, 
Kodak will turn out 7,000,000 feet 
of rawstock weekly with two million 
more expected #@ about 12 weeks 
when they in&&“ an oil-burning 
system. Ilford expects to produce 
the other jwo million feet. 

In a move to conserve rawstock, 
the government is expected to cut 
down exports by 50%, giving home 
consumers a million extra feet, but 
the supply can’t be made to fit the 
demand no matter what steps are 
taken in present emergency. 


Ealing Upping Aussie 
Sked; Williams, Watt Due 


Sydney, Feb. 25. 
Bungy Williams, ace sound engi- 
neer attached’ to Ealing Studios, will 








opinion of the press and diplomatic 
corps was, however, that the film, 
with few deletions, could easily pass 
for public showing as “adult enter- 
tainment.” Pic’s quality of acting 
received high praise. 


the film which goes into production 
March 17 in both English and Span- 
ish versions. 





plus 
supervision from cultural 


Current London Shows 


London, March 4. 
“Anthony-Cleopatra,” Piccadilly. 
“Bertram Mills Circus,” Olympia. 
“Between Ourselves,” Playhouse. 
“Born Yesterday,” Garrick. 
“Caste,” York’s. 

“Clutterbuck,” Wyndham. 
“Eagle Two Heads,” Haymarket. 
“Fifty-Fifty,” Strand 

“Fools Rush In,” Fortune, 
“Guinea Pig,” Criterion. 

“Hattie Stowe,” Embassy. 
“Jane,” Aldwych. 

“Lady Frederick,” Savoy. 

“Man From Ministry,” Comedy. 
“No Room at Inn,” Winter Garden. 
“Pacific 1860,” Drury Lane. 
“Perchance to Dream,” Hipp. 
“Piccadilly Hayride,” Wales. 
“She Wanted Cream” Apollo. 
“Shop Sly Corner,” St. Martins. 
“Song of Norway,” Palace. 
“Sweetheart Mine,” Vic Palace. 
“Sweetest and Lowest,” Ambass. 
“The Gleam,” Globe. 

“Under the Counter,” Phoenix. 
“Winslow Boy,” Lyric. 

“Wizard of Oz,” Saville. 

“Caviar to General,” Whitehall. 





When the controversy started, film 
hadn't even been booked. Now it’s 
being awaited avidly and is slated 
for the Orpheum, Montreal, largest 
house in town playing French pix, 
if and when it gets over the objec- 
tions of the official o.0.ers, 





Ontario to Back Ban 
Toronto, March 4. 

Likely that “Les Enfants du Para- 
dis,” French-made film banned in 
Quebec Province because of the pic- 
ture’s “immoral scenes,” will not be 
shown in Ontario either, according 
to comment of O. J. Silverthorne, 
chairman of the Ontario censorship 
board, who said his board usually 
follows the Quebec rulings as a guide 
in the matter of Ontario showings of 
French-language films. 

Quebec Government was criticized 
by Count Jean de Hauteclocque, 
French ambassador to Canada, who 
charged “lack of courtesy” in the 
banning of the film. Meanwhile, 
Yvonne Taylor, operator of the 
Cinema here, which is devoted to 
exhibiting of foreign films, plans to 
protest the proposed Ontario ban. 





| arrive here March 30 to set plans for 
| Ealing’s Aussie pic production up- 
|beat, commencing with “Eureka 
| Stockade” and “Robbery Under 
|Arms.” Williams is bringing his 
family with him, indicating a lengthy 
stay. 

Michael Balcon decided to con- 
tinue Aussie production after the 
smash success of “Overlanders” and 
has again appointed Harry Watt in 
charge of the new production sched- 
ule. Watt is due here in 
Understanding is that Ealing will 
also ship some stars to the Aussie 
field for marquee value, with Googie 
Withers, Michael Redgrave and John 
McCallum mentioned as a likely 
early trio. 

Aussie-born Chips Rafferty, star of 
“Overlanders,” will have lead in 
“Eureka.” 


é . > . e 
Rosalinda’ Aussie Click 
Sydney, Feb. 20. 

Williamson-Tait’s new show, “Gay 

Rosalinda,” looks set for long run at 
Royal, Sydney. Cast includes Tara 
Barry, Max Oldaker, Herbert 
Browne and Letty Craydon. 
Borovansky Ballet is feature of 
new show. W-T have given “Rosa- 
linda” a very lavish mounting. 


PINCUS’ EUROPEAN 0.0. 


Arthur Pincus, assistant to David 
Blum, Loew’s International ad-pub 
veepee, is slated to fly today 
(Wednesday) to Europe for a three- 
to-four months’ tour of England, the 


April. 











facts before Premier Paul Ramadier, 
together with SACEM prexy Albert 
Willemetz. They want taxes cut 
another 15%, hoping to obtain 10%, 
They also want production of new 
plays by French writers to obtain a 
| government subsidy, which also en- 
ltails a reduction off taxes down to 
|5% instead of the current 30%. This 
| would mean curtailing the chances 
|of foreign adaptations, also of revi- 
| vals, 
| That the poor average showing of 
j legit is greatly due to inexpert and 
| unbusinesslike management is evi- 
denced by the case of the Francaise, 
which despite subsidies, a recently 
acquired second stage at the old 
Odeon, and thorough government 
help, is currently on the rocks. An- 
dre Obey has resigned. With two 
plays of the Francaise rep, Volterra 
at the Marigny playing Marivaux’s 
“Fausses Confidences” and Louis 
Jouvet starring himself in his pro- 
duction of Moliére’s “Ecole des 
Femmes” at his Athenee, are both 
operating SRO. 


Many current managers got their 
jobs after the liberation On political 
credentials, Plays are produced 
without an eye to boxoffice poten- 
tialities, or being done in a way 
not to give them their full chancé. 

Taxes Film Bane 

As to films, exhibitors, though not 
in the red and most of them makin 
money, as evidenced by the high 
prices asked for theatre sales, are 
also complaining of taxes. They also 
threaten to close, though not work- 
ing in conjunction with legit opera- 
tors. Should they close, they may 
hit a snag from the unions. Prexy 
Charles Chezeau of the Cinema 
Labor Unions, tells Variety that 
should exhibs decide to darken, the 
unions would agitate to have the 
government seize the theatres and 
continue operation in the interests of 
the workers. 


Since part of the distrib business 
is also strongly unionized, the dis- 
tribs could not help supplying them 
with prints even if they didn’t want 
‘to do it. This would open the door 
to eventual nationalization of the 
exhib business. In Morocco, where 
the exhibs struck recently to protest 
the 10% admission cut when it is 
only 5% elsewhere in French terri- 
tories, they won their case in one 
day, which did not raise the ques- 
tion of government operation, as 
would be the case if closings were 
to last. 


The real muddle in the French pix 
industry comes from the productioa 
end, French producers invest about 
$20,000,000 a year (at official rate of 
exchange) to make about 100 fea- 
tures. this, they get returns leav- 
ing them about $8,000,000 in the red. 
Their activities, totaling less than 
an American major, are divided be- 
tween numerous producers, mean- 
ing that they can neither prepare 
proper production plans to use the 
available facilities of various kinds, 
nor publicize stars. 


Lack of internationally publicized 
stars makes their product hard to 
sell abroad, even if well made, be- 
sides which the diminutive scale of 
each separate producer precludes 
proper selling organization, and 
showcases. Gen. Corniglion Moli- 
nier, Gaumont veepee in charge © 
production, is currently trying 
abate some of the evil by mustering 





i Continent and the Near East. 


a group of producers to agree 0B 
some sort of cooperation. 
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French Film Producers in Lush 


Returns From German Territories 


French producers are getting lush 


returns, amounting to over 20% of 
their export revenue, from German- 
speaking territories, where their 
business is handled by Films Unis. 
Georges Loureau, of Regina, is 
prexy of the board, with Capt. Mar- 
cel Colin Reval, who organized the 
French pix business in the French 
zone of Germany for the military 
government, handling the organiza- 
tion in Baden Baden. 

All French product, as soon as 
censored here, automatically come 
in the. Films. Unis monopoly for 
German distribution, getting 100 
points rating per picture distributed 
in Germany and Austria, 10 points 
rating for distribution in the Saar, 
and one point per short. Dubbing is 
done in Remagen and, by arrange- 
ment with the Russians, in the Ber- 
lin Neubabelsberg studios. Besides 
distribution in Germany, the organi- 


zation also sends German-dubbed 
French product in the German- 
speaking part of Switzerland 


through a Zurich agent, and in Pal- 
estine and the East. 

American pictures are doing well 
in the French zone, where they are 
played by the French organization 
which exchanges them for French 
pix to be played in the American 
zone, Same applies to the British 
zone. The French are also sending 
pictures in the Russian zone, but 
since Russian pictures are not draw- 
ing well, they exchange them with 
the Russians for German pix made 
under Russian aegis. 

Besides dubbing and distributing 
pictures, the French are boosting 
their export business through man- 
ufacture of equipment in Germany 
where they have a-faetory in Bad 
Kreutznach. They produce photo- 
cells and projection material. Since 
the. Russians control the Iena works, 
and the Silesian sand pits where the 
sand comes from for making lens 
glass, the French are importing 
suitable sand from Le Vesinet, near 
Paris, the other spot on the conti- 
nent where the right kind of sand 
ean be obtained, and melt it in Ger- 
many. They buy American-made 
material in Munich, bring it to Bad 
Kreutznach, and fit it with the 
lenses. 

Export sales from Germany, be- 
sides supplying the local demand, 
are facilitated by the current dearth 
of equipment in Europe. The French 
government is looking very favora- 
bly on these exports which permit 
it to get foreign exchange, which 
explains the willingness of their 
generally tough exchange control 
administration to pay French pro- 
ducers, in francs, a substantial part 
of the German marks grossed by the 
organization. 

Georges Loureau 
U. S. visit in March. 

~ 


MEX PIX UNION HEADS 
MEET IN PEACE MOVE 


Mexico City, Feb. 25. 


Overtures to bring about peace 
between the pix labor unions, the 
National Cinematographic Industry 
Workers (STIC) and the Picture 
Production Workers (STPC), have 
been started by leaders of the 
unions with conferences with Presi- 
dent Miguel Aleman and other high 
government officials. 

Quarrel between these unions has 
frequently jinxed pix production. 
Peace plan is to merge both into 
one big union. That doesn’t sit well 
with STPC as it was organized by 
six locals quitting STIC. Pedro 
Tellez Vargas, STIC boss, wants 
President Aleman to sponsor an 
agreement between his union and 
STPC, which is headed by “Cantin- 
flas” (Mario Moreno), tops comic. 


is skedding a 








FLETCHER’S PERU POST 


Herbert E. Fletcher, formerly 
manager of Warner Bros. branch of- 
fice in Cali, Columbia, has been 
named manager for Peru by Wolfe 
Cohen, WB International veepee. 

Fletcher succeeds James E. Pep- 
per, resigned. New manager for Cali 
office has not been set. 








Mex. Union Going Into 


e Feature Production 


Mexico City, March 4, 

National Cinematographic Indus- | 
try Workers Union (STIC), Mexico's | 
pioneer pix labor organization,, is | 
going into feature production, al- 
legedly contrary to a government 
ruling that it stick to newsreels and 
other shorts, with the participation 
of all its members. 

Each member is being docked a 
day’s pay to foot costs of the pic- 
which has been started at STIC’s 
studios near Cuernavaca. Cast is 
topped by Anita Blanch and Pilar 
Sen, Spaniards; Margarita Maris, 
Austrian, and Tito Navaro, Mexican. 





PACED BY HIGH 


LIVING STANDARD 


Zufich, Feb, 27. 

Swiss prosperity, which 
reached boom proportions without 
evidences of inflationary runaway 
since war’s end, has been reflected 
in showbiz. U.S. pix still dominate 
the market solidly despite fact that 


| population speaks German, French | 


and Italian, with English a second- 
ary language at best. And since 
Swiss francs are one of few Euro- 
pean currencies worth having, Hol- 
lywood studios are sending increas- | 
ingly better and late releases. 


Recently strong at Swiss b.o.s have 
been “Dolly Sisters,” “Scarlet 
Street,” “Till We Meet Again,” 
“Heartbeat” and “Tree Grows in | 
Brooklyn.” Best British grosser has 








Paris, March 4. 

It appears unlikely that Sir Alex- 
ander Korda will be able to go 
through with his plan for affiliating 
with the local Regina outfit in a 
distribution - production combine. 
British exchange contro] is making 
it difficult for him to put up the 
coin for the 51% of the stock of 
Regina which he was to have con- 
troled under a reorganization plan 
for the outfit. Korda is also believed 
to object to the numerous outside in- 
terests of Georges Loureau, Regina 
managing director. 

Loureau and Gen. Edouard Cornig- 
lion-Molinier, also associated with 
the company, are scheduled to leave | 
shortly for the U. S. 


SUNDAY TEEN-AGE BAN 
JOLTS BRITISH EXHIBS 


London, March 4. 

Exhibs and the film industry in 
general have been severely jolted 
by the decision of Justice Henncol- 
lins handed down Friday (28) that 
local councils granting Sunday film 
house licenses have the power to 
ban the admission of children under 
15 years. Judgment was given 
against a Staffordshire cinema con- 
trolled by Association Provincial 
Pictures, a subsidiary of J. Arthur 
Rank’s Gaumont British Picture 
Corp. 

High court’s ruling was hailed by 
the Lord’s Day Observance Society, 
which viewed it as a great victory 
for Sunday schools. Court’s finding 
will likely affect some 4,000 theatres 
in Great Britain as Sunday is con- 
sidered an important family get- 
together day. Other cities already 
hampered by Sunday restrictions are 
London, Liverpool, Sheffield, Bristol, 
Nottingham and counties of Surrey, 
Middlesex and Cornwall. 

Rank, who is a lay Sunday school 
teacher, is meeting staffers over the 
weekend to discuss the effect of the 
court’s ruling. He’s also conferring 
with highest legal authorities, hav- 
ing in mind an appeal to a higher 
court. 








Workers Want Early Shows 

London, March 4. 
Trade union representatives told 
government heads ai special meeting 
over weekend (2) that nightshift 
workers feel penalized by late cin- 
ema openings and unless changes | 
are made a big drop in late work- 

ers would result. 


Government decided to make 
concessions for early openings in 
areas housing substantial night 


workers with unions to make 4 
direct application to government, 
which will be granted. 





‘Caviar’ Suits London 
London, March 4. 

“Caviar to the General,” opening 
at the Whitehall yesterday (3), was 
well received and looks good for 
the nine weeks’ run scheduled. 

Show had transferred from the 
Lindsey. 


been German-dubbed version o 
“Brief Encounter,” 


Swiss are presently enjoying 
world’s highest living standard, not 
excepting that of the U. S. The dif- 
ference is that there are no short- 
ages, strikes, political strife or un- 
controlled prices here. Practically 
everyone has money in the bank and 
works hard at his job. Prices have 
risen some 60% since the war’s start. 
But wages have moved along, too, 
particularly in productive fields, al- 
though white collar and government 
people squawk they can’t make ends 
meet. This month finds less than 
2,000 registered unemployed among 
the country’s four million. 


Picture houses, outside the big 
cities: Zurich, Geneva and Berne are 
pretty primitive against even small- 
town houses in the U.S. Hard seats, 
ancient architecture and non-exist- 
ent ventilation are the rule. At 


|even the top spots in the metropo- 


lises air conditioning’s unknown. No 
matter how good biz gets nobody 
seems to try a grind policy. Two 
shows a day, three in better spots 
are the rule. All or part of houses 
are reserved, but seats are sure ex- 
cept weekends. Prices run from one 
frane (a little under a quarter) to 
almost a buck for a loge (usually 
at extreme rear of orchestra). Au- 
diences patiently suffer through a 
session of advertising slides and of- 
ten a commereial short or two as 
well. There’s always an intermis- 
sion, with candy and Eskimo pies 
plugged from the screen at just the 
most dramatic point of the feature. 
This burns U. S. visitors, but Swiss 
seem accustomed to it. They are 
likewise willing to attend shows in 
firetraps, often converted stores 
which no U. S. city’s building de- 
partment would pass. 
Rep Companies 

In the legit field Zurich, Berne, 
Basle and Geneva all maintain pret- 
ty successful repertory companies. 
In addition Zurich has a _ State 
Opera, which receives both Federal 
and City subsidy. A number of 
smaller cities like Schaffhausen, 
Winterthur, Solothurn and Laus- 
anne support legit companies as well. 
In industrial towns subscriptions are 
augmented by sizable subsidies 
from factory owners who take an 
active interest in keeping workers 
contented. Zurich’s Schauspielhaus 
sells out solidly throughout season. 
Subscriptions are peddied not only 
in city but in outlying towns, with 
special bus fleets or trains chart- 
ered for attendance nights. This 
year’s repertoire was topped by first 
postwar German-language appear- 
ances of Albert and Else Basserman. 
They played Ibsen’s “Master Build- 
er” and Osborn’s “On Borrowed 
Time,” both to strong critical suc- 
cess. “The Devil's General,” dram- 
atic piece dealing with internal Nazi 
intrigue, was also big. “Glass Men- 
agerie” wasn’t so hot, All dramatic 
repertoires are heavy with classics, 
like Schiller’s “Maria Stuart” and, 
of course, “William Tell.” But low 
comedy like “Charley’s Aunt” and, 
on the musical side, “White Horse 
tastes are still definitely in the 
Weber and Fields stage. 


Solid Swiss virtues don’t include 
much taste for night life. Every- 
thing shuts down, even in the big 
towns, at midnight sharp—and no 
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Russians Would Like U. S. Pix But 
Insist on Auditioning’ Them First 
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|Marcel Hellman Arrives 
For Powwow With Zanuck 


Marcel Hellman, managing direc- 
tor and producer of Excelsior Film 
Productions (British), is slated to 
arrive in New York today (Wednes- 
| day) from London en route to Holly- 
wood. Hellman’s going to the Coast 
for discussions with 20th-Fox pro- 
duction chief Darryl F,. Zanuck on 
it the next two pictures he'll make for 
| 20th release. 


“Wanted for -Iurder,” first pro- 
|duction of his three-picture con- 
| tract with 20th, has already played 
|in the U7. S. Hellman is also expected 
to try to import 20th stars for Eng- 
lish films, His next picture is slated 
| to go into production early in July, 
probably at London’s Elstree stu- 
dios. 


West End Nitery 
Biz in Doldrums 


London, Feb. 

London’s West End nitery ay is 
in the doldrums with operators of 
these spots plenty worried. They | 
have approached several agents to 
press the Government for permission 
to import foreign attractions for 
clubs, as they claim these are essen- 
tial, if the pending foreign influx 
should prove successful, to provide 
the visitors with recreation. 


Some of these clubs and other 
night rendezvous are trying to bol- 
ster up trade by the introduction of 
new bands, with changes already 
taking place, with plenty more to 
come. 

Eustace Hoey’s latest nitery, the 
Nightingale, which started off with a 
17-piece band, headed by Felix King, 
is undergoing a change. ‘Found that 
the aggregation is not competent 
enough to supply both rhumba and 
jazz. 

The Embassy is another spot that 
is looking around for a new band to 
replace Lew Stone, who has been 
there over a year. There is talk of 
Ambrose and band quitting Ciro’s 
club, as he expects to make another 
trip to America sometime in March. 
Likely replacer is Maurice Winnick 
and band. 

The Churchill club has already 
taken Edmundo Ros from the Astor, 
besides engaging Jack Jackson, a 
former Mayfair hotel attraction. 
Former has replaced Roberto Inglez. 

The Astor now has Don Marino 
Barreto as the relief band to Harry 
Roy. And there are plenty more 
changes pending with object of mak- 
ing night life in London more virile 
and attracting to bring better and 
bigger patronage. 


BELGIAN PIX GROSSES 
DROP 307%; FRANCE OK 


Paris, Feb. 27 


Distribs here are reporting a heavy 
drop in recent Belgian pix grosses, 
of about 30%. This is not only on 
American product, but affects all 
pictures. Belief is Belgian spending 
power is currently decreasing. 

In France, American product is 
doing fine in the first runs and main 
keys, but not so well in the sticks, 
except for tints and action pix. The 
rustics don’t care for American 
comedies or sophisticated stories, and 
much prefer home-made pix even if 
of very inferior quality. “On De- 
mande un Menage,” a low-grade 
product, is doing landoffice biz in 
the provinces. Top b.o. is “Pere 
Tranquille,” starring Noel-Noel. 

















GROVAS MEX. SCHEDULE 

| Mexico City, March 4, 
Producciones Grovas is holding its 

1947 pix output to four, according 


to prez Jesus Grovas. 

If one or more exceeds expecta- 
tions, however, production will be 
upped. 


al b 





The Russians are allegedly anxious 
| to buy American films and U. S. 
| distribs are allegedly anxious to sell 
| them, but somehow the twain never 
;}seem to get together. At least they 
haven't since the summer of 1945, 
when the Russe government bought 
|three Universal pix in this country, 
|'two of them Deanna Durbin starrers. 
| According to Nicholas Napoli, head 
lof Artkino, Russian distributing or- 
ganization in the U. S., Soviet would 
like to buy some American films, 
but they must be shipped to Moscow 
for selection. According to Ameri- 
can distribs, Russians have never 
contacted them or showed any signs 
of interest in acquiring films since 
|the U deal, In any case, they have 
}no intention of shipping a quantity 
of prints to Moscow ®for inspection. 

Miss Durbin appears to be as 
popular with the Muscovites as 
borscht, first having been seen in 
Russia in “100 Men and a Girl” and 
then called for in two additional pix 
which were among the 1945 trio. 
They were “Spring Parade” (1940) 
with Robert Cummings and Mischa 
Auer and “His Butler's Sister” (1943) 
with Pat O’Brien and Franchot Tone, 
Third film was “Appointment for 
Love” (1941): with Charles Boyer 
;}and Margaret Sullavan. Short time 
previously, Russe film monopoly 
bought Warner Bros.’ “This Is the 
| Army.” 


Bulgars Yen ’Em Too 


Slight crack is seen developing in 
the Iron Curtain with a deal now 
afoot for distribution of Hollywood 
product in Bulgaria. This is the first 
Soviet-orbit nation to evidence a 
desire for U. S. pix, although coun- 
tries more close to the fringe of the 
Russian orbit already have made 
deals. They are Czechoslovakia, 
Hungary and Rumania. 

American pix were distributed in 
Bulgaria after the war by Metro 
for all companies in a pooling are 
rangement. That went on until the 
industry was nationalized and Metro 
was told to turn over all prints 
to the state monopoly, with some 
indefinite payment to be made in 
the future. Instead, the prints were 
sent to American consular missions 
for storage. They've been sitting 
there ever since, but now appear 
likely to go back into circulation 
shortly. Terms being offered by the 
Bulgarians are relatively liberal, 
with the likelihood of Americans 
even being allowed to export part 
of the coin their pix earn. 


London Legit Matinee 
Ban Lifted; Pay Cuts 
Restored by Managers 


London, March 4. 


West End managers Monday (3) 
began the resumption of matinee 
performances, previously  elimi- 
nated because of the current fuel 
shortage. Afternoon performances, 
however, will begin at 4 p.m., in- 
stead of the customary earlier start- 
ing time, with normal matinees 
probably beginning again next week. 
Current schedule puts evening back 
to practically prewar hours. 

Decision followed close on the 
heels of arbiter Sir Valentine 
Holmes’ ruling to award actors full 
pay retroactive to date of paycut 
inflicted by managers as a result of 
the cancellation of matinees. Sir 
Valentine’s ruling involved about 
$20,000 in back pay and for a while 
it was rumored that some of the 
shows might be forced to close as a 
result, but managers’ spokesman 
Walter Payne scotched the talk. 

Although the theatre managers 
claimed great hardship as a result 
of the decision, they emerged from 
their meeting Thursday (27) with a 
declaration in favor of granting the 
back pay, plus an additional res- 
olution to pay eight shows salary 
for the duration of the matinee cut, 
In their meeting, the managers also 
decided that indiidual members 
could discuss their positions with 
the casts of their shows, and, if 
agreeable, to drop an unortefitable 
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SEATTLE 


“San Quentin” (RKO) and “Beat the 
Band” (RKO) (2d wk), good $4,000. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 45-80) 
—“Song of South” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Fine $11,000 in 5 days. . Last week, 
big $17,000 


Liberty (J-vH) . (1,650; 45-80)— 
“Jolson Story” (Col) «10th wk). | 
Great $12,000. Last week, terrific 


$14.200. “ 

Music Bex (H-E) (850; 45-80)— 
“The Verdict” (WB) and “Betty Co- 
Ed” (Col) (2d wk). Good $4,500. 


Last week, “Rue Madeleine” (20th), | 


$4.600 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 45-80)— 
“Cross My Heart” (Par) and “Seven 
Were Saved” (Par). Solid $10,000. 
Last week, “Stanley-Livingstone 
(20th) and “Frenchman's Creek 
(Par) (reissues), mild $6,300. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 45-80)— 
“Man I Love” (WB) and “Singin’ in 
Corn” (Col). Good $9,500. Last 
week. “Verdict” (WB) and “Betty 
Co-Ed” (Col), nifty $10,400. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 45-80)— 
“Rolling Home” (SG) and “Hotel 
Rescue” (RKO) plus vaude. Fair 
$5,000. Last week, “Gun for Hire 
(Par) and “Romance of West” (PRC) 
and stage, slipped to thin $5,300. 

Parameunt (H-E) (3,039; 45-80)— 
“Clouds Roll By” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Great $9,500 Last week, great 
$15,200. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 45-80)— 
“Magnificent Doll” (UW) (3d wk). 
Nice $3,000. Last week, $3,400. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800: 25- 
eS ra gat (U) and “Bachelor's 

aughters” (UA) (3d run). Oke 
$2,900. Last week. “Cloak and Dar- 

r” (WB) and “Courage of Lassie” 
#M-G) (3d run), slow $2,700. 





Crosby Ups ‘Sigma Chi’ 
Wow 336, Cincy; ‘Henry’ 
126, ‘Bedelia’ Big 136 


Cincinnati, Marci. 4. | 
Return of stage shows at RKO’s 
flagship Albee, with Bob Crosby's | 
band topping, and “Sweetheart of | 
Sigma Chi” along with roadshowing 
of “Henry V” are hypoing down- 
tewn biz in face of snow over week- 
end. Of firstruns, “Bedelia” is hotsy | 
and “Return of Monte Cristo” is | 
chilly. Most holdovers are strong. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-95) — 
“Sweetheart Sigma Chi” (Mono) and 
Bob Crosby orch, others, on stage. 


several weeks helping to sock $33,- | 
000. Last week, “Mighty McGurk” 
(M-G) at regular scale, moderate 
$14,000. 

Capitel (RKO) (2,000; 55-70) — 
“Till Cleuds Roll By” (M-G) (4th 
wk). Good $7,500 after big $9,500 
third frame. 

Grand (RKO) (1,430; 

“Bedelia” (E-L). Torrid $13,000 or 
near. Last week, “Sinbad Sailor” 
(RKO) (m.o.), dandy $8,500. 

Keith’s (UP) (1,542; 55-70)—‘“Song 
of Scheherazade” (U) (2d wk). Tor- 
rid $8,000 after smash $13,000 tee- 


off. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 55-70)—“Rue 
Madeleine” (20th). Second transfer 
for third downtown week. Trim 
$6.000. Last week, “It’s Wonderful 
Life” (RKO). fourth stanza on front 
line, big $5,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 55-70)—“Re- 
turn of Monte Cristo” (Col). No 
dice at $8,500. Last week, “Cross My 
Heart” (Par), feeble $9,500. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 55-70) — 
“Sinbad Sailor” (RKO). Switched 
for third round on main stem. Limp 
4,000. Last week. “Madeleine” (20th) 
(m.o.), fine $7,500. 

Taft (Ind) (2,500; $1.90-$2.50) 
“Henry V” (UA): Novelty of road- 


at boxoffice in view of pic's swell 
notices. Stout $12,000 on kickoff. 
Last week was legit operation. 


New Storm Hurts D.C.; 





Washington, March 4. 

Snowstorm over the past weekend 
has the downtown exhibitors crying 
the biues again. With main stem 
largely dependent on suburban trade 
and town’s transportation system 
stymied by the snow, a bad storm 
really rocks theatre takes here. 
“Perfect Marriage” with vaudeville, 
ait Loew’s Capito], looks solid to pace 
the town. 


Estimates for This Week 
Capitol ‘Loew’'s) (3.434; 44-80) — 
“Perfect Marriage” (Par) plus vaude. 
Solid $30,000. Last week, “Lady in 
Lake” (M-G) (2d wk), so-so $18,000. 
Celumbia (Loew’s) (1,263; 44-70) 
—“Andy Hardy” (M-G) (2d run). 


first run here, with over average 
$9,000. Last week, “Secret Heart” 


(M-G) (2d run), $7,500. 
Earle (WB) (2,154: 44-85)—“Jol- 
son Story” (Col) (2d wk). Down 


to modest $18,000 after a sock first 


high on Saturday of first week. film 
likely would have broken the rec- 


| fuse in their radio blew out as they 


Siageshow revival after recess of | 


55-70) — | 


show screen revival no hindrance | 


‘Marriage’-Vaude 306 


Doing comparatively better than on | 


week at $28,000. With an all-time | 


Grosses 


rom page ‘7 
,ord here if not for the opening day 
of blizzard. 
| Keith’s (RKO) (1,838; 44-80) — 
| “Wonderful Life’ (RKO) (4th wk). 
| Still holding well at $15,000, after 
$16,000 last week. 
| Little (Miller) (285; $1.20-$2.40)— 
“Henry V” (UA) (16th wk). Bad 
| weather cut to fair $5,000, with eve- 
|nings and week-ends generally good. 
| Last week, stout $6,000. 
Metropolitan (WB) 
—‘‘Beast Five Fingers” 
wk). Average $7,500 
$10,000 last week. 
Palace (Loew's) (2,370; 44-70) 
“Beginning or End” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Mild $15,000, despite, crix kudos. 
Last week, $20,000. 


‘RAMROD’ BALLY AWRY 
BUT SALT LAKE B.0. OK 


Salt Lake City, March 4. 


(2d 
fine 


(WB) 
after 


Hoopla created by the world 
preem of “Ramrod,” initial Enter- 
prise release, at the Utah theatre | 


here, resulted in a nifty week’s 
| gross—plus charges of “bad taste” 
and political repercussions. Any ill- 
feelings created by the junket of 
Hollywoodites and newspapermen, 
however, hardly showed up at the 
b.o, with a big $12,000 recorded on 
the week. Pic moved over Satur- 
day (1) to the Capitol. 

Not going down so well with the 
rival politicos was success of Enter- 
prise flacks in getting the Utah 
legislature to “elect” Joel McCrea, | 
star of the film, “Utah’s second gov- | 
j}ernor.” Also spotted at once by the 
| local burghers as a press stunt was 
| the “forced landing” made by Andre 
|de Toth and Veronica Lake when a 


started’ home’ in their private plane. | 


Femme allegedly ruined a $5,000 | 
mink coat when she used it to} 
smother the ensuing flames, but | 


when newspaper photogs sought to | 


get pix of the coat, they were told it | 
was dark fur and the burns couldn’t | 
be seen very well. 





Storm Slaps L’ville . | 
Albeit ‘Pilgrim’ 166 


Snowfall and cold weather hurt 
weekend biz and all houses are feel- 


ing the sag. “Shocking Miss Pilgrim” | 


looks to top the list at Rialto. 
Estimates for This Week 


Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 30-40) 
—“Show-Off” (M-G) and “Lady 
Luck”. (RKO). Fair $3,000. Last 


| week, “Plainsman” (Par) (reissue) 
jand “Gallant Journey” (Col), $3,100. 
| Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,100; 
| 40-60)—“Nora Prentiss” (WB) (2d 
|wk). Good $7,000 after last week’s 


(1,513; 44-70) | 


| conceded. 


‘Calif.’ Stout 126, Omaha 


Omaha, March 4. 

Snow hd severe cold cramped 
everything in town except “Califor- 
nia” and “Sinbad.” Former at the 
Paramount looks fairly good. “Sin- 
bad” is nice for second Brandeis 
week. Both are excellent Lenten 
grosses in view of the weather. 
Estimates for This Week — 
| Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— 
“Sinbad the Sailor” (RKO) and 
“Betty Co-Ed” (Rep) (2d __ wk). 
| Snappy $7,500. First week, big $9,800. 
Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 16-65)— 
'“Man I Love” (WB) and “Accom- 
'plice” (PRC). Only $8,500. Last 
| week, “Mighty McGurk” (M-G) and 
| “Great to Be Young” (Col), $9,300. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 20-85) 
|-—“The Verdict” (WB) plus Charlie 





| Spivak orch. Barely okay at $19,000," 


'and not big for stage layout. Last 
week, “Two Smart People” 
and “Talk About Lady” (Col), 
| $9,000 at 16-65c scale. 
Paramount (Tristates) (3,000; 
| 65)—“California” (Par). Solid $12,- | 
|000. Last week, “Shocking Miss Pil- 
| grim” (20th), $10,300. 


Theatre Buys a 


Continued from page 5 
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(M-G) | 


16- | 


| 
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Blondie’s Holiday 
ithe local bank president rewards 
Bumstead for having saved his pari- 


mutuel-addicted wife from being 
picked up in the police raid on the 
bookie joint, : 
Lake and Miss Singleton, aided by 
their celluloid family of juve actors 
| Larry Simms and Marjorie Kent and 
|a kennel of puppy dogs, manage to 
mix up enough normalcy with their 
zaniness to be recognizable human 
| beings. Cowan, newly added to this 
| series as Bumstead’s boss, is a good 
| counterfoil for Lake's dim-witted- 
ness. 
formly competent performances. 
Herm. 





The Lone Hand Texan 
release of Colbert Clark pro- 
Stars Charles Mmiley 


(‘olumbia 


duction. Starrett 





tres. There won't be that approach 
of “you take that house, and Ill take 
this,’ one exec said, and short of | 
paying a price beyond all reason, | 
the majors will be in there with 
heavy coin. Urgent need of majors 
to hold valuable locations will prob- 
ably spell handsome sellout profits 
for their partners, it’s generally 


} 


Paramount, for instance, contrary 


to reports that it intends to split | 


the 1,100 partly-owned theatres with 
its partners, has now planned to buy 
wherever practicable. 

Indicative of large-scale buying is 
the fact that Par has already spent 
some $3,500,000 of surplus cash in 
stock operations which were _ ini- 
tiated in November. Thus, the com- 
pany has acquired approximately 
120,000 shares of common, - ranging 
in price between 35 and 27. Com- 
pany has a minimum of $40,000,000 
in current assets, exclusive of pix 
inventory, for theatre acquisitions 
plus unlimited bank credit. 


Metro’s Strategy 


Metro, with the same objective in 
mind, is currently tackling the prob- 
lem in a somewhat different manner. 
Company has nixed extra dividends 
to stockhalders, it was disclosed last 
week at a stockholder’s meet, with 
the idea of accumulating a cash re- 


ment requirements, should they be 





| healthy $9,000. 

National (Standard) (2,400; 40-60) 
|—“Song of Scheherazade” (U). One 
| of best bills at this house since going 
_film policy, but looks only mildish 
| $8.500. Last week, “I'll Be Yours” 
|}(U) (2d wk) and “They Were Sis- 
j ters” (U), $5,500 in 6 days 
| Rialte (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 40- 
|60)—“Miss Pilgrim” (20th) and 
| “Strange Journey” (20th). Neat $16,- 


, 000. Last week, “Nocturne” (RKO) 


| and “Vacation in Reno” (RKO), 
$14,000. 
State (Loew's) (3,300: -40-60)— 


“Johnny O'Clock” (Col) and “Susie 
Steps Out” (UA). Modest $14,000. 
|Last week, “Love Laughs Andy 
Hardy” (M-G) and “So Dark Night” 
| (Col), lively $17,000. 

| §$trand (Fourth Avenue) (1,200; 40- 


| 60)—“Stella Dallas” (FC) and “These | 


Three” (FC) (reissues). 
;000. Last week, 

|(Rep) and “Home 
| (Rep), about same. 


“Calendar Girl” 
in Oklahoma” 





upheld. M-G, after a number of 
| years of fat profits, has piled up 
working assets, exclusive of inven- 
tory, of an estimated $50,000,000 
which should amply support an ex- 
pansion move. 


Warner Bros. strategy is based on 
| its policy of paying off the company’s 
funded indebtedness. During fiscal 
1946 WB reduced its fixed indebted- 
| ness to $28,010,000 as of Aug. 31 by 
paying out $16,242,000 to banks. WB's 
| view is that should it need the cash, 
| its improved financial condition will 
| make it readily available at low 
| interest. Company has a minimum 
of $25,000,000 in ready cash and with 
| ently 25 houses partly owned and it 
| will undoubtedly be able to meet 
requirements. 


| RKO’s Attitude 





Fairish $5,- | 


| -RKO will follow a flexible pro- 
| gram on deals with partners, a com- 
|pany biggie said, but will aim to- 
| wards acquisition of what the com- 












Metro’s Imports 


Continued from page 3 





| 

| Although Metro sales toppers re- 
fuse to divulge the number of play- 
dates obtained for each, it’s khown 
ithat “Last Chance.” Swiss-made 
picture and first on the list, was the 


only one to make out well. Film the company is hankering to own 
opened at Loew's Criterion on | outright. Interest of 10% which 
Broadway, played the Loew's cir- RKO has in the Butterfield circuit in 
| cuit and thereafter was booked into , Michigan will likely be sold. an 
a number of indie accounts through- RKO exec said. Mention of the | 
out the country. necessity of large sums of ready 


Other Instances 

Other two films saw a steady de- 
'cline in playdates. “It Happened 
at the Inn,” French-made picture, 
opened at the 55th Street Playhouse, 
N. Y., an art theatre, then played 
the Loew's circuit but got booked 
into very few other houses. 
“Stormy Waters.” also  French- 
made, preemed at an art house also 
but, although it’s been in release 
several months, has played very 
few houses in the Loew’s circuit and 
practically no indie theatres. Most 
exhibs are averse to booking the 
films on the grounds the only place 
for them is in the art houses. 


pany considers are important houses. 
While RKO is inclined to buy wher- 
ever feasible, it has no intention of 


|paying exhoritant sums, jt was | 
| stressed. 
Most important joint ownership 


'of RKO is with the Brunswick-Reade 
circuit in New Jersey. It's under- 
_stood that RKO has its sights lined 
on a number of these houses which 


cash for the acquisitions has been 
made several times at RKO board 
meets, it’s said, but no tangible steps 
steps have yet been taken. 

With some $60,000,000 of working 
capital available for a similar move 
by 20th-Fox, toppers in that com- 
pany believe it will be in an advan- 
'tageous position to make the ne- 
cessary expansion moves before the 
two-year decree deadline expires. 
Same reasons which impel others of 
the Big Five to buy rather than 
sell or divide applies to 20th and 
that company is expected to parallel 
the action of the other theatre-own- 
ing outfits. 


serve to meet the partial divorce- | 


Burnette; features Mustard & Gravy Di- 
rected by Ray Nazarro, Screenplay, Md, 
Farl Repp:; camera, George F. Kelley; edi- 
tor, Paul Borofsky. Tradeshown N, Y. Feb. 
27, ‘47. Running time, 57 MINS, 
ee Tee Charles Starrett 
Smiley..... voeeccceneteees Smiley Burnette 
Mra. AGAMS...:scecovocces..- Mary Newton 
Se MN a. ns cn cttbenesescuns Fred Sears 
Mustard & Gravy........ Mustard & Gravy 
Mattio Hatfleld «i sc.cocdecvel Mannie Prickett 
Sea nlon.......ceeeeceeeess Geoige Chesebro 
Bocmer Kildea......ceeeces Robert Stevens 
First: Outlaw. .......eeee--2.5-+. Bob Cason 
BUPA CONE 606 os veccccnccsceccsee cdi Diok} 
Second Outlaw. .c.cocecess ..George Russell 
Gs oS cc Becteiccdes Jasper Weldon 
Straight action fare, “The Lone 
Hand Texan” is due to rouse some 


excitement for the Saturday matinee 


juve trade. Production, otherwise, is 
| shaved to the bones of the western 


| formula. Chief ingredient is a series 
|} of repetitious chases across a fiat 
| countryside, with a moderate quota 
|of gunplay and fisticuffs. Pic dis- 
| penses entirely with such firrbelows 
| as romance and elementary logic. 

| Charles Starrett, as the Durango 
Kid, ranges down to the oil country 
where one of his old pardners is hav- 
ing a tough time bucking the local 
varmints scheming to get his land. 
After a round of potshots at him and 
an attempt to frame the Kid in a 
holdup, the gang is finally uncov- 
ered as working for an apparently 
kind old lady rancher, 

Starrett operates okay \behind a 
mask but in the open is awkward 
and wooden. Smilev Burnette is good 
as the comic relief and yodels a 
couple of hillbilly tunes with Mus- 
tard & Gravy in standard form. 
Mary Newton, as the femmie villain, 
puts in a surprisingly polished per- 
formance that only puts into relief 
the surrounding mediocrity. 

Herm. 





| Temptation Harbor 
(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, Feb. 26. 


Pathe Pictures release of Associated Brit- 





ish Picttre Corp. production. Stars Robert 
Newton, Simone Simon, Directed by Lance 
Comfort. Sereenplay by Rodney Ackland, 
Frederick Gotfurt. Vietor Skutezky from 
Georges Simenon's novel, ‘““Newha ven- 
| Dieppe'’; music by Mischa Spoliansky; cam- 
era, Otto Heller. At Pathe, London, Feb. 
“7, "47. Running tine, 102 MINS, 
+} Mullinson...........+0+--.-.Kobert Newton 
STE 6 ae 06 60.69 006 6.0% 0.6 a Simone Simon 
MUOWU oN wn dssiGocctscises William Hartnen 
DUPER) 0c cb nade cobscccctsesc.,.. Matecol- Date 
Hetty. ..cccccccscccceseces + Margaret Barton 
ry Ae Joe 0aseneeegich Kdward Rigby 
RE. OSPR ss Es oi teats. Joan Hopkins 
| Mubel........cececcceees- Kathleen Harrison 
SPUR ccctio'sncs bengeecee at ¥4 Lestie Dwyer 
Gawehall. ..0:. «+ scestecs .. Charles Victor 
Mrs, Gowshuall cooeeesstrene Hand) 
a ee eee ees. Wostie Watson 
C.LD. Inspector.......--- John Salew 
PRO iar cas iee dee dtl George Woodbridge 
SR: URE vcsree sans eeee the Kathleen Bontall 








| First of the Simenon thrillers to be 
| filmed in Britain, this tells of the trag- 
,edy that enters the quiet uneventful 
| life of an honest railway signalman. 


Mallinson, when, after. witnessing a | 


| dockside murder. he comes into pos- 


| session of $20,000. Buttling with his | 
{conscience he decides not to hand it | 


| over to the police, and complications 


| begin when he falls for a fairground | 


| “mermaid,” Camelia, and is constant- 
| ly pursued by Brown, the murderer, 
trying to retrieve the cash. 

Climax is reached when. just be- 
fore Mallinson has decided to skip 
the country with his daughter and 
| the gold-digging “mermaid.” he acci- 
| dentally kills the murderer who is 
tailing him. 





self up to police, emphasizing that 
it is impossible for an honest man’ to 
run away from his conscience. 

| Well acted and well produced, the 
picture fails to excite as it should 
because of its slow pace. Inclination 
| to linger on unessentials, in order to 
create an “arty” atmosphere, has 
robbed the story of many of the 
| thrills it should have had. 
ing in direction and dialog could 
have given the film a cleaner psycho- 
logical twist. 

Robert Newton. around whom most 
|of the action pivots, gives a sound. 
thoughtful interpretation of the 
honest, distraught signalman. 
ney accent was a mistake, since the 


| character gains nothing by it and 
does not help the boxoffice. Simone 


Simon, excellent in the fairground 
/ Sequence, fails to keep the characte 
| vivid, and surprisingly fails to sug- 
| gest the sexy side of the litile trollop 
in spite of her scanty costumes. 

| Consistent good acting comes from 


Margaret Barton as Newton's teen- 


Film Reviews 
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Rest of the cast turn in uni- 


| } With the $20.000 tucked | 
|under his arm. Mallison gives him- | 


Tighten- | 


Cock. | 


a , 


~ 





| age daughter, Only physical limita. 
tions prevent this young actress be. 
| coming a star, but as a character 
| player she has few equals. William 
Hartnell, once again good as a crook 
|is in danger of becoming monoton. 
| ously typed. He needs a change of 
part. Nice studies are contributed by 
| Marcel Dalio, Charles Victur and a 
| host of fine character players. 
; A cut of at least 10 minutes would 
mprove its fair chances at the box. 
office here, but only hope in America 
is in dual situations. Cane. 





A Cage of Nightingales 
(La Cage Aux Rossignols) 
(Songs) 
(FRENCH-MADE) 

Lopert release of Gaumont production. 
Sturs Noel-Noel: Micheline 


features Frane 





leey, Georges-Biscot, Rene Genin Rene 
| Biancard Directed by Jeun Dre ille, 
|; Screenplay, Noel-Noel, Rene Wheeler: diae 
log, Noel-Noel: music, Rene Cloere< came 
| era, Paul Cotteret; English titles, Edwin 
Denby. Previewed in New York, Fel 27, 
"47. 
Ciement Mathieu.... Noel- Noe} 
Martine..........0.+.....Micheline Francey 
SELES POOF OM Georges Riscot 
Ee ay i er ee ... Rene Genin 
a eee | ee a Blancard 
Madume Martine......} Murgueiite Ducouret 
The Chairwoman.........Mareelle Praince 
Old Marie ETT rTrery . Marthe Mellot 
Bie.  Temeseles oe. scenes .. Georges Paulais 
Mr. de ia Prade...... : Andre Nicolle 
Mr. de Mazeres....... Richard Francoeur 
New Dirertor.....cccce Jean Morel 
|} Academy Memiber............ Roger Vincent 
DE hs ov dctteaebeeehes Jamin 
Lequerec Michel Francois 
| Lunugies i960 ¢eK0002 Roger Krehe 
} And the Little Singers of the Wooden Crosse 


(In French; English Titles) 


Life in a French reform schoo] for 
boys is a holy terror for the inmates, 
aged 10-14, and their instructors as 
well, until tutor Noel-Noe! fires the 
youngsters with new hope by han- 
dling them with understanding and 


|compassion. Told in flashback, “A 
Cage of Nightingales” is a worthy 
French entry whose minor story 


faults are overcome by fine direc- 
tion and credible acting. Lending 
itself to exploitation, film's b.o. ap- 
peal should also build on word of 
mouth. 

Noel-Noel writes of his experiences 
jin the City Reform School in a 
novel aptly called “A Cage of Night- 
ingales.” With no takers and penni- 
less, he ekes out a living shilling for 
pitchman Georges Biscot who sells 
toy airplanes. In a far-fetched ruse, 
Biscot plants the story in the Paris 
Telegram. 

Micheline Francey, Noel-Noel's gal 
friend, is astonished to read the script 
in the paper. As she studies the first 
installment, the story flashes back to 
the authors initial entrance at the 
| reform school. And shocking indeed 
|is the situation. Branded as incor- 
| rigibles, the boys are brutally ruled 

by principal Rene Blancard. Touched 
| by the boys’ mistreatment, and ap- 
|parently a master of psychology, 
| Noel-Noel brings out their latent 
| Sood-behavior notably through the 





medium of a choral group. 

Toward its closing moments. pic- 
|ture tends to become a shade too 
| melodramatic by invoking lightning 
| to destroy the school while principal 
| Blancard is in Paris collecting plau- 
dits for creating the choir. Children, 
| fortunately, have been visiting a 
nearby carnival shepherded by Noel- 
Noel and are saved. Later their en 
|masse escape to attend Noel-Noel’s 
| wedding to Miss Francey, cousin of 
one of their classmates, aiso rings 
| implausibly. 
| However, Noel-Noel’s — scripting 
| faults are minor and his portrayal of 
'the schoolteacher is colored with 
| honest realism and earnestness. Miss 
|Francey as Martine is refreshingly 
' beautifnl while Blancard is genu- 
inely severe as* the cruel principal. 
, Michel Francois and Roger Krebs, 


| juvenile mischief-makers, do wel] in 
their moppet roles. and the Little 
Singers of the Wooden Cross further 
embellish the film with fine choral 
offerings. 

Jean Dreville’s direction paces the 
film nicely and his technique is espe- 
,cially evident in the reformatory 
scenes. Lensing of cameraman Paul 
Cotteret is also good as is Pau] Cloe- 
rec’s music. Particularly well done 
‘are Edwin Denby’s English titles 
whose captions have ably caught the 
story’s movement. 


New Foreign Film 


(Unlikely for Anglo-U. S. Market) 


———<—— 








“Ditte Menneskebarn” (‘This Human 
Child’) (DANISH), Nordisk Films Kem- 
poeni release and production Stare ‘Teve 
| Maes, Karen Poulsen: features Rasmus ©t- 
|tesen. Karen Lykkehus, Jette Kehlet, bedvin 
Tiemroth, Ebbe Rode, Kai Holm. Mara 
Garland, Mogens Wieth. Directed by 
iarne Henning-Jensen. Screenplay, Her: 





ning-Jensen; camera, Verner Jense: must. 
Herma D. Koppel. Reviewed in Coven 
lagen. Running time, 108 MINS. 

Based on Martin Nexoe’s novel, 
picture introduces actress Tove 


Maes who does well in her debut. 
Dramatic story is also played to the 
hilt by a supporting cast of some 25 
Danish actors. Fine scripting. 4’- 
rection and camera should make 
|this film a success in Scandina\!a 
and afford it a chance in the werld 
market, 
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A WINNER! 


says SAN FRANCISCO EXAMINER 


“Especially a ‘must see’ for connoisseurs of leather and 
stirrup sagas...stellar cast. Producer Wayne has suc- 
ceeded to noteworthy degree. Simple down-to-earth 
drama ...rough and ready vigor.” 

—SAN FRANCISCO EXAMINER 


“Wayne and the great outdoors at their best. The plot... 
fresher than most. All praise due Writer-Director James 
Edward Grant.” — SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE 


“One of the lustiest barroom brawls you ever saw and 
cattle stampedes and shooting. Able cast. Wayne com- 
petent and engaging. Gail Russell glamorous in high 
degree ...rattling good, she is, too. Harry Carey aces 
as always.” — THE SAN FRANCISCO NEWS 


“Something away from run-of-the-prairie tales. Am- 
bushes, wild chases, a cattle stampede and a barroom 


battle royal. The climactic twist is also there.” 
— SAN FRANCISCO CALL-BULLETIN 





JOHN WAYNE : 


“THRILLING!” 


says NEW ORLEANS STATES 


“The ‘angel’ happens to be the most captivating bit of 
fluff that has happened recently. Perfectly planned West- 
ern romance...all you have to do is relax and enjoy 
yourself for a couple of hours.” 

~— NEW ORLEANS STATES 


‘,.. judiciously mixing romance with fast-on-the-trigger 
adventure. Will please you mightily for it’s well done 
... backed up by an-able cast.” 

— THE poe 







BIG 
SAN 








ZALMAN 





HARRY CAREY - BRUCE CABOT - IRENE RICH - LEE DIXON 


ond STEPHEN GRANT * TOM POWERS ° PAUL HURST 
Written and Directed by JAMES EDWARD GRANT - a JOHN WAYNE Production 


A REPUBLIC PICTURE 
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im. Amus. Plans Expansion For 


Candy, Popcorn Sales; Xchange News 


% 
> 


Minneapolis. 

Minnesota Amus. Co. (Paramount 
theatre circuit) is launching a pro- 
firam of expansion and improvement 
of merchandising in its 82 Minnesota, 
western Wisconsin and North and 
South Dakota houses with the aim 
of increasing candy and popcorn 
sales. To do this it has created two 
new positions and made one promo- 
tion. 

George C. Shepard, general auditor 
in charge of accounting, was ap- 
pointed to the new post of director 
of sales and merchandising. Robert 
P. LaPiner, who has been in charge 








of the candy department since 1936, | 


becomes the company’s first director 
of special events, and Forrest 


D. | 


Sathre has been promoted to replace | 


Shepherd. 

Shepherd’s new post puts him in 
charge of all purchasing and selling 
of candy, popcorn and any other 
sales within theatres. LaPiner will 
be in charge of planning and execu- 
tion of special events, including con- 
ventions, business meetings, and traf- 
fic management. 

Ben Blotcky, Paramount 
manager, has assigned Duane Becker, 
until now an extra man in the North 
Dakota area, to a permanent spot in 
the southern Minnesota territory. He 
replaces Wendell Bjorkman, 
signed. 





Kirsch Reelected 
Chicago. 

Holding its 17th annual meeting 
at the Continental Hotel, Allied The- 
atres of Illinois reelected prexy 
Jack Kirsch for a three-yea. term 
and named Van Nomikos veepee and 
Benjamin Banowitz secretary-treas- 
urer. Harry Nepo continues as ser- 
geant-at-arms. Some 15 directors 
were appointed for a one-year term. 





Grabois Named 
Joseph Grabois named Century 
Theatres home office manager, suc- 
ceeding Norbert Kellman, resigned, 
ceording to comptroller Martin H. 
ewman. 


Mrs. George Clark Quits in Ia. 

Des Moines. 
Mrs. George F. Clark, who has 
been manager of former Shrine 
Auditorium (now KRNT Radio thea- 
tre), 4,200-seat house, for nearly 15 
ears, has resigned, effective March 
} She plans to take a vacation in 


Florida. Mrs. Clark took over man- 
agement of house followin the 
death of her husband, who had been 


manager since opening in 1928, and 
she continued his ambition to bring 
tage shows to the theatre. KRNT 
oy announced that Duane Peterson, 











branch | 





re- | purchased Leverette Interstate chain 


| ferred from San Joaquin Valley to | 





formerly treasurer of the Cowles 
stations before serving in the Navy, 
will become house manager. 





“Henry V” for Albany 
Albany. 

Colonial, 1,400-seater here, will be 
taken over for a five-day run of 
“Henry V,” starting March 10) It 
will be shown on twice daily, re- 
served-seat policy. Colonial nor- 
mally is a third-run house. It was 
reopened last fall by Jack Holt and 
Jacob Olshansky, New York and Al- 
bany lawyers, after extensive refur- 
bishing that followed a fire. 


F-P’s Six First-Runs in Teronto 
Toronto. 
Because of backing up of top prod- 
uct through lengthy runs, 
Players Canadian will add two first- 
run theatres to its 


will play “Jolson Story” day-date. 
New plan will give Famous Players 
six first-run houses here. 





Leverette Chain Sold 
San Francisco. — 
Oregon-California Theatre Circuit | 


of eight houses, two each in Cali- 
fornia and six in Oregon, last week. 
District manager Matt Freed trans- 


the new territory. 
Chi Palace $300,000 Facelift 
Chicago. 
Face lifting of RKO Palace, calling 


for $300,000 to be spent, is about to | 


Famous | 


for the Maritimes, with office in St. 
John, N. B; Harry Law, one of the 
Canadian film industry’s pioneers 
and recently booker and buyer for 
Associated Theatres in Ontario, takes 
position of chief booker for Eagle- 
Lion Films at head-office in Toron- 
to: Don McLean, former manager of 
three Vancouver film houses, goes to 
Calgary as sales representative for 
Eagle-Lion in the Prairie Provinces. 








Charlotte Chit-Chat 
| Imperial, Glenn Grove, manager, 
‘celebrated 12th anniversary with 
| green and red trimmings. 

Mrs. Nell Ray Hatley, cashier- 
‘clerk for Warner Bros, here, resigned 
to await the stork. 


Max Holder has opened his new 
| Morris Field theatre, five changes 
weekly 

Hal Keeter, PRC branch manager, 
ensconsed in new offices 

Broadway (Kincey) readying for 
$10,000 facelift job 

Theatre Booking Service buying 


for the Robertson, recently opened 
at Lumberton, N. C. 
A. T. O’Berry opened 
green, in Evergreen. 
The Bern, all-Negro house at New 
|Bern, N. C, opened recently by 


the Ever- 


Toronto circuit. | Cedric Boyd; 580 capacity. 
Policy will be inaugurated March 21 | 
when the Tivoli and the Eglinton | 


Ruth Hardin, sister to Mrs. Paul- 
ine Griffith, secretary of the Thea- 
tre Owners of North and South Caro- 
lina, new sec. of Variety Club of 
Charlotte. Formerly with South- 


| eastern Theatre Supply. 


H. D. (Hank) Hearn, owner of 
Exhibitors Service, recently received 


| certificate of appreciation for serv- 


ices rendered in supervising enter- 


| tainment for the armed forces from 
DuBose, com- | 


Rear Admiral L. T. 
| mander of the 6th naval district. 
E. H. Everett, Everett Enterprises, 


| lotte YMCA, 

| Carroll hotel, Bessemer City, N.-C., 
owned by E. L. Carroll, who oper- 
j}ates the Roxy theatre, damaged 
heavily by fire recently. 

The Roosevelt (colored) opening 


recently elected treasurer of Char- | 


{ 
| 


| Sack L. Warner, trust, $13,808; Jack 


M. Warner, $24,050; Rea E. Warner, 
| $14,666; Doris Warner Le Roy, $65,- 
280. 

| William R. Goodheart, Jr., (MCA) 
| $5,068; Victor and Elsie Borge, $6,- 
'667: Arthur M, Loew, $24,350; Ger- 
‘trude Lawrence, $9,369; Mark War- 
now, $18,942; Brian Aherne, $16,923; 
'Carl Brisson, $5,422; Harry James, 
| $18,587; Carl Laemmle Estate $48,024; 
Thomas Mitchell, $14,644; Joseph 
Pasternack, $9,437; Anne Revere, 
$8.613: Irene Rich, $5,991; Charles R. 
Rogers, $5,635; Helen Weiss Rogers, 
$7,110: Wesley and Marcella Ruggles, 
$11,872: Marcella Ruggles, $24,233; 
Don and Dorothy Searle, $6,901; 
Kathryn Grayson, $5,466; estate of 
Lupe Velez, $6,176; John Wayne, 
| $16,515; Sabu Dastigar, $15,014. 

Mary Boland, $678; Canada Lee, 
$1,201: Alicia Markova, $2,544; J. E. 
| Brulatour, Inc., $870; Charlies E. But- 
| terworth, $4,725: Shep Fields, $3,954; 
|Ben Grauer, $595; George Jessel, 
| $1,167; Jan Kiepura, $6,956; Bert 
|Lahr, $2,860; Vincent Lopez, $536; 
|Lenore Ulric, $647; David Warfield, 
| $1,433; Louise Allbritton, $859; June 
| Allyson, $1,241; Judith Anderson, 
|$2,135: Lois Andrews, $1,902; Laura 
|La Plante Asher, $1,185; Lew Ayres, 
$2,506; Mihail Bakaleinikoff, $1,110. 

Gracie Fields—$7,091 

Gracie Fields Banks, $7,091; Lionel 
Banks, $810; Wendy Barrie, $799; 
|\Cobina Wright Beaudette, $1,491; 
Maxine J. Beery, $780; Noah Beery, 
| Jr., $1,460; Turhan Bey, 
| Charles Bickford, $630; Tala Birell, 
| $684: Henry Blankfort, $578; Michael 
| Blankfort, $925; Sylvia Blankfort, 


Continued 





get under way with plans calling for | jn Kinston, N. C. Theatre Booking | 57g: Eric Blore, $2,140; Ann Blyth, 


completion early next year, Interior 
of house has already Leen redeco- 
rated prior to installation of 2,500 
new seats. Front will be entirely 
new. House will continue doing biz 
while workmen take over. 


Hankin’s St. Leo FC Post 


Sol Hankin tapped by_ Film Clas- | 


sics for branch manager of St. Louis 
exchange. FC recently acquired the 
exchange from the franchise holder. 





Eagle-Lion’s Can. Shifts 
Toronto. 
As further expansion of Eagle-Lion 
Films of Canada, Ltd, distributors 
here for the J. Arthur Rank product, 
following appointments have been 


made by Frank H. Fisher, general 
managers: 

Lou McKenzie, with many years 
experience in the Canadian east with 
Warners and Empire-Universal, be- 
comes immediately branch manager 








New York Theatres 





| Service 
| booking. 


in Charlotte handling its 








Film Snags 


Continued from page 3 





|20% of what the newspaper hoped 
for. Similarly, argues Owen, he sees 
no reason why theatres shouldn't use 
| their equally volatile medium—the 
| screen—to bring to their “circula- 
ition” (the film fans) the kindred 
problems besetting a theatre. 
Owen's thought is to do 
| pungent two-to-five-minute 
or trailers. 
Cross, March of Dimes or kindred 
funds? Why not 
for our own business?” he argues. 
“Certainly the usage of top person- 
alities like Bergman, Garson, Cros- 
by, Tracy and the like are extra 
star-power which is not on the mar- 
quee. And it needn’t be just solo 
stuff. As the idea grows, and I’m 
sure it will, there may be a judici- 


it via 
shorts 





John Rodney 

Preduced by United States Pictures 
For Warners 
In Person 


LOUIS PRIMA 


And His Orchestra 
WARNERS’ 
BROADWAY 


AT 47TH STREET $ T R A N D 





ANN SHERIDAN 


In Warner Bros. New Hit 


“NORA PRENTISS” 


‘ Co-Starring 
Kent SMITH © Bruce BENNETT 
Robert ALDA 
Directed hy Vincent Sherman 
WARNERS' 
Bway at 51 St. HOLLYWOOD 





ous theme song by a Judy Garland 
or a Sinatra to punch over whatever 
message is involved. We might do 
a pithy five-minute playlet to dram- 
atize that 20% taxes, and additional 
local taxation, or even the decree, 
can mean only one thing—it must 
be passed on to the public, and that 
they eventually must bear the bur- 
den of these constantly new attacks 
on motion pictures.” 

Owen is of the opinion that even 





the judiciary follows popular senti- 





ment. Let the screen in Washington 














‘THE BEST PICTURE OF THE YEAR’ 
N. Y. Film Critics 





Sto ASTOR "xs" 





MIOMIGHT FEATURE 
mienty 











carry the message that competitive 
| bidding, for all its theoretical balm, 
'must hurt the exhibitor because of 
skyrocketing prices, and that in turn 
| the paying public will bear the bur- 
den, and soon enough, argues, the 
| jurists will soon become aware of 
the condition. 

If this is a matter for the Eric 
Johnston office for institutional 
ballyho, it's OK with Owen, but he 











CAPITOL’: 


‘ON SCREEN IN PERSON : 
Thurs, Mar. ¢| Molly Picon ps Teun” 
leretta YOUNG] = UR Ine END 
id NIVEN : Brion DONLEVY & 
— Eddie Robt. WALKER 
‘The PERFECT; PEABODY AUOREY TOTTER 
MARRIAGE’ plus Others ; 
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DANA ANDREWS in 


“BOOMERANG” 


A 20th Century-Fox Picture 


Pius on Sta PHIL REGAN 
KATHERINE DUNHAM 
ERNESTO LECUONA 


Et SULLIVAN SID CAESAR 





Rockefeller Center 
Spencer TRACY — Katharine HEPBURN 
Robert WALKER — Melvyn DOUGLAS 
“THE SEA OF GRASS" 
A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION 





RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL____ 


is arguing with Reagan and his 
Paramount colleagues that the most 
direct way of attack is the simple 
procedure of going out and getting 
these shorts made and onto the 
screens, 


NCCJ Funds 


Continued from page 9 














“Why confine it to Red | 


periodic trailers | 
| 


a 


| $1,045; Tilly Losch Carnarvan, $689; 
Morris Carnovsky, $584; 


,man, $775; Cirstrand Theatres, Ltd., 
'of Los Angeles, $1,212; Coast Music 
|Co., of Los Angeles, $776; Howard da 
| Silva, $680; Jane da Silva, $527; Isa- 
| bel Dawn, $1,003. 

| Bette Davis, $922; Reginald Denny, 
| $1,001; Isobel Denny, $852; Mozelle 
Dinehart, (Alan Dinehart estate) 
$2,338; Jimmy Dorsey, $1,170; Jinx 
Falkenburg, $3,887; Jill Esmond, 
| $547; Sidney Greenstreet, $839; Louis 
Hayward, $3,245; Jane C. Hemphill 
(Beverly Hills), $5,498: Paul A. 
Hesse, $2,343; Oscar Homolka, $2,040; 
| Miriam Hopkins, $7,304; Cyril Hume, 
| $1,349. 

Mrs. Walter Huston, $9,699; Rex 
| Ingram, $717; Dean Jagger, $618; 
|Ann Harding Janssen, $1,595: Wer- 
/ner Janssen, $2,644; Alexander Knox, 
| $844; Doris Knox, $844; Otto Krue- 
| 8er, $1,585; Sue Krueger, $1,585; Sue 
| Carol Ladd, $1,642; Ring Lardner, 
| Jr., $739; Francis and Marian Leder- 
er, $1,895; Irving Lesser, $1,222: Bela 
Lugosi, $571; Alexis Minotis, $1,997: 
Katina Paxinou Minotis, $1,997; Pat- 
ricia Morison, $2,000; Ona Munson, 
$762; Herbert Marshall, $763. 

Archie Mayo’s $5,211 

Mona Maris, $2,099: Archie L. 
Mayo, $5,211; Lucille Mayo, $1,211; 
Hattie McDaniel, $791; Grace Mac- 
Donald, $1,370; Butterfly McQueen, 
$786; Marcia and Norman Panama, 
$1,596; Ernest Pascal, $7,235: Gail 
Patrick, $2,060; Gloria de Haven, 
$1,793; Eddie Quillen, $1,408; Carl 
Ravazza, $1,583; Marcella Ravazza, 
$1,338; Harry Richman, $960; Robert 
Riskin, $1,402; Fay Riskin, $792; Jean 
|Arthur Ross, $2,737; Frank Ross, 
$2,739; Freda’ W. Sandrich, $2,650: 
Ivy and Joseph Santley, $1,262: Jo- 
seph and Marie Schildkraut, $2,993; 





Mack Sennett, $549: Douglas G. 
Shearer, $1,673; Marlene Dietrich 
Sieber, $1,550: Rudolph Sieber, 


$1,550; Joseph and Eleanore Spurin- 
Calleia, $1,855; Jeri Sullivan, $698; 
Akim Tamiroff, $1,155; Tamara Ta- 
miroff, $1,155; Ted Tatzleff, $552: 
Arthur and Virginia Treacher, $1,- 
705; Ernest Truex, $505: Frank Tut- 
tle, $2,208; Tatiana Tuttle, $2,343; 
John van Druten, $674; Edgar Van 
| Vechten, $698; King Vidor, $760: 
| Vinstrand Theatres, Inc., $597. 

Erich von Stroheim, $1,198: Val- 
erie M. Von Stroheim, $1,378: Wil- 
| liam Wilder, $1,905; Betty Lou Wills, 





$1,193; | 


Phoebe | 
¢ Carnovsky, $681; Marguerite Chap- 


Lc. 


| Show Biz Tax Refunds 





from page 9 


| $4,513; James Robert Wills, $5,063: 

Margaret Wycherly, $657: Blanche 
Yurka, $926; Harry and Lillian Zim. 
balist, $677. 

Andrea Radio Corp., Long |: 
City, $6,626; Ansley Radio Can 
Long Island City, $10,109; Milton 
Caniff, $1,961; Lafayette Radio Corp 
|Ilinois, | $1,423; Lafayette Radio 
Corp., of Georgia, $718; Milton Berk 
$9,472; Harry Brandt, $837; Cafe So. 
iciety (128 E. 58th, N.Y.C.), $11,204. 
|Casa Loma Orchestra, Inc., $2,688: 
|Columbia Broadcasting System. $2... 
\073; Columbia Entertainment Bureau 
| $972; Duke Ellington, Inc., $659: Film 
| Center Bldg. Corp., $6,078: Robert B 
Graham (c/o Guy Lombardo) $503: 
Yvette, $1,192; Hercules Theatre 
Corp., $2,006; Dickie Jones. $1,252: 
King Cole’s Sound Service, Inc. $1. 
721; Sam Lager (c/o National Show. 
man’s Assn.), $512: Netco Theatres 
|Corp., $8,118; Atlantic Broadcasting 
|Corp., $3,016; Press Wireless, $9.39: 
|Leona Roberts, $1,245; Abbie Ruth- 
rauff, (Ruthrauff & Ryan), $6,864: 
|F. B. Ruthrauff, $568; Jane Steppe, 
$1,452; Norman Steppe, $1,471: Ted 
Straeter, $1,520; Carl Van 
$1,636. 





Doren, 











Brit. Crisis 


—_e, continued from page 3 
| drawing to a close. Final showdown 
(on the status of American films is 
jexpected to .come during early 
| months of next year when America’s 
\first postwar loan of °$3,750,000,000 
|to Britain will have been exhausted. 
At that time, British politicos will 
|again sharply focus attention on sta- 
| tistics revealing the U.K.’s lopsided 
position on the short end of inter- 
national film trade. 
Must Open Up U. S. Screens 

One proposal that’s been thrown 
into the hopper for consideration by 
the U. S. film industry as a means 
of demonstrating good faith to the 
British is to hammer out an agree- 
ment among the major’s theatre 
affiliates to guarantee a fixed per- 
centage of playing time for suitable 
British pix. Distributors, proponents 
of the idea claim, have most to lose 
by British: imposition of quota re- 
strictigns and therefore should take 
the initiative in promoting sale of 
British films to maximum of their 
ability. Legal angle of whether such 
an agreement would constitute a 
conspiracy in violation of U. S. anti- 
trust laws has been raised, but as 
yet has remained unanswered 

Definitely in the cards is a wide- 
spread campaign by the majors 
among all exhibs for greater accept- 
ance of British films. Campaign 
arguments will run along lines of 
persuading theatre owners that adop- 
tion of such a policy, even at cost 
of temporarily lower grosses, will 
ultimately rebound to their benefit. 
If the major area of the U. S. 
foréign market is given the iron 
door treatment then, it’s pointed eut, 
prices for film exhibition will have 
to go up in order to meet costs plus 
the average profit. Or else, costs of 
U. S. films will have to be brought 
down sharply with consequent 
danger that poorer quality will chase 
prospective patrons away. 

Always internationally-minded, 
U. S. film leaders realize that tied to 
the fate of Britain is the fate of the 
whote world market without which 
American industry, above all the 
film industry, could not survive. If 
Britain collapses in bankruptcy, 
forces alien to U. S. concept of trade 
would rush into vacuum, spread into 
Europe and write finis over Ameri- 
can trade prospects there. 
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done to date as an industry endeavor 
“has been more fully appreciated 
by the American people.” J. Robert 
Rubin, Metro veepee, chairmaned 
the meet. 


meeting to set up a group of legit 
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stage could do to further intercul- 
tural relations. Committee, 


berton as chairman: Brooks Atkin- 
son, Oscar Hammerstein II, 





| bert Miller, Lawrence Langner, Emil 
|Friedlander, Lee Shubert, Vinton 
|Freedley, Moss Hart and Robert E 
| Sherwood. 


Brock Pemberton promised at the | 


an- | 
nounced Friday (28), includes Pem- | 


John | 
|Golden Mrs. Richard Rodgers, Gil- | 











| FOR SALE 
Two Railroad 
Passenger Coaches 


Take ‘em away. Quick. 
One or both at $2,000 
each. Built by Harlan Hol- 
lingsworth. 68 ft. long, 10 
ft. wide, 1412 ft. high. 
Wrought steel wheels. 


Hurry 
Hurry 


Standard gouge. four- 
| wheel trucks. Wood con- Ask for 
struction. Each seats 72 Geo. L. 


j 
! 


people. Now on our sid- 
ing at Lancaster. 





‘ 


Hurry! 





ALTEN'S FOUNDRY 
P.O. Box 426 Phone L.D. 944, Lancaster, Ohio 
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PRIZE BABY OF TNE INDUS TRY- 









oes your theatre have 





(‘SALES APPEAL) 


The PRIZE BABY’S got it...and your theatre can get 
it... by building up that $. A....the SALES APPEAL 
that brings entertainment-seeking patrons to your 


Box Office! 


It's just a matter of putting on a big “front” with 
eye-socking ACCESSORIES ... enticing your patrons 
with the irresistible lure of eye-and-ear-arresting 
TRAILERS ...and being up-to-the-minute... with the 


latest news about your coming attractions! 


itis S. A. that wins patrons...and if you put 
your best foot forward...with that unbeatable com- 
bination... of TRAILERS and ACCESSORIES... you 
can count on getting them to make a “date’...to 
meet you at your BOX OFFICE! 
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Webs-Guild $7.50 Apart on Writers: 
Companies Won't Arbitrate Dismissals 





The three networks which main- 
fain writing staffs in New York— 
ABC, CBS and NBC—have offered 
the Radio Writers Guild, with which 
they are now negotiating a new two- 
year basic contract, a new schedule 
of weekly salaries, On the key issue 
of senior writers the webs have 
offered $92.50, instead of the present 





hiring-in minimum of $75 (and $90 
after one year cn job), but the Guild 
is asking $100 weekly hiring-in mini- 
mum with automatic pay hikes after 
one, two, three years, 

Outwardly the two sides are only 
$7.50 apart on seniors, but there are 
related issues on which the division 
is somewhat wider. The minimum 
hiring-in salary is not to be con- 
fused with actual salaries paid most 
staff writers, some of them going to 
$150 weekly. A main point with the 
webs is that they want to reserve the 
decision of above-scale raises to 
exercise on a basis of “merit.” 

Working condition clauses have 
proved a tough hurdle as the webs 
ere fighting double time for over- 
time. Although the webs have ac- 
cepted grievance machinery for staff 
writers, they flatly refuse to arbi- 
trate dismissals. 


Writers Set New 
Verbal Pact Plan 


N. Y. Radio Writers Guild’s griev- 
ance committee has come up with 
a plan it believes will avert beefs 
after writers have entered into ver- 
bal agreements with producers to 
deliver scripts or series of same. 
Trouble in past has been that 
writers and producers often “re- 
membered” quite different terms. 
It formed bulk of grievances 
brought before the committee. 

Plan, unanimously adopted at the 
Jast eastern region membership 
meeting, calls upon writers to reg- 
ister terms of verbal agreements 
with Mike Davidson at N. Y. 
Guild’s office immediately after en- 
tering into deals. Davidson, RWG’s 
regional executive secretary, re- 
cords the facts and sends the pro- 
ducer a dupe copy. 

Plan is obligatory on all members 
(except, of course, } deals covered 
by contract), those failing to use it 
forfeiting the right to bring any 
resulting differences before the 
committee. Setup doesn’t apply to 
agreements made prior to March 1, 
however, and registration does not 
represent a contract. 


BORDEN SIMMS WASHOUT 
CUES AGENCY BIDDING 


With Borden washing up its Ginny 
Simms Friday night CBS show at 
the end of the season, it looks like 
Young and Rubicam may lose out on 
the billings unless the agency comes 
through with a show that pleases the 
client. 

Kenyon and Eckhardt, which pro- 
duces Borden’s “County Fair’ show 
on CBS, is making a pitch for the 
Y & R business too, and Compton 
agency reportedly also has its eyes 
on the billings. Meanwhile it’s prac- 
tically an “open market” sweep- 
stakes to inherit the Y & R revenue. 
As far as Borden’s concerned, all 
they want is what they consider the 
right kind of show. 


WGN Breaks Out With 











Chicago, March 4. 
Heavy biz for WGN has outlet 
preeming four new half-hour com- 
mercial shows and full hour Chicago 
Philharmonic orchestra concerts, 
“Boy Meets Girl,” audience par- 
ticipation show for Schutter Candy 
Co. sold through Schwimmer & 
Scott agency, set for 52 weeks for 
9 p.m., Fridays. Valparaiso Univ. 
Association has taken “Valparaiso 
University Hour,” musical spot, for 
7:30 p.m., Saturday night slot. 
Teen-ager, “Hi-Time,” with George 
Wirth orch, goes at 9:30 a.m., Satur- 
days, for Wieboldt stores, through 
Needham, Louis & Brorby. New 
Lou Cowan plattered series, “Mur- 
der at Midnight,” airs for Birk Bros. 
Brewing Co. for 13 weeks on Fri- 
days, 8:30 p.m. Engel Advertising, 
Inc., is agency. Concerts, set for 
8:30 p.m., Tuesdays, have been taken 
by Chi Tribune 


u 


Rash of Com’! Shows. 


Ray Paige’s +-Hr. Show 


Half-hour musical show, with a 
novel format of a script story with 
dialog in rhyme, was cut at CBS 
in New York, Saturday (1) by Cecil 
& Presbrey, 

Cast includes Raymond Paige and 
a 38-piece orch and chorus of eight; 
Johnny Desmond, Johnny Thomp- 
son and Martha Stewart, 

Price of package is said to be 
$7,500. 


GF, Seventeen Mag 
Cancel MBS Shows 


Wave of network cancellations hit 
Mutual this week, with two shows 
skedded to go off this month, They 
are “It's Up To Youth,” the Wed- 
nesday night half-hour show spon- 
sored by venteen mag (Triangle 
Publications) and the Buck Rogers 
afternoon kid strip show, bankrolled 
by General Foods. Cancellations go 
into effect after 26-week run, 
Pull-out of General Foods is said 
to be cued to a reshuffling of the 
GF programming budget currently 
in the works. Just how it will effect 
other GF shows is undetermined as 
yet. 


They've Met Each Other 
Coming ’n’ Going Before, 
That fs, Corliss ’n’ Hildy 


Hollywood, March 4. 

There'll be a new hand at the 
Campbell soup ladle April 6 and 
the stirring will be done 3,000 miles 
from Camden, N. J. “Corliss 
Archer,” last year’s “outcast,” has 
been welcomed back into the fold. 
Cast out this time is Hildegarde, 
who was moved in when “Corliss” 
was moved out after the little lady 
(Janet Waldo) did such valiant sum- 
mer duty in the wake of “Request 
Performance” which was asked to 
move over the premises. 

Deal was negotiated by James L. 
Saphier, who gained complete con- 
trol of the package on a leasing 
arrangement with F. Hugh Herbert, 
author-owner of the literary prop- 
erty, an offshoot of the stage suc- 
cess, “Kiss and Tell.” No summer 
replacement, “Corliss” is firm for 26 
weeks. Marks second package sale 
by Saphier in recent weeks, his 
handiwork having been behind 
Frigidaire’s buy of “Man Called X” 
as replacement for “Hollywood Star 
Time.” Last August, shortly after 
its cancellation, “Corliss” was rated 
by Nielsen the top Sunday show on 
any network, 


RDG-ABC Huddles 


Hollywood, March 4. 

Radio Directors Guild and ABC 
execs are slated to sit down today 
(Tuesday) for the first session of 
negotiating a new contract. 

Following the ABC huddles, RDG 
toppers will meet the same day 
with Sid Strotz and NBC chiefs. 
Latter deal was started two weeks 
ago but is now being resumed on the 
basis of information obtained by 
Strotz while in the east. 











through with a 10 or better rating 


No. 4 spot In the new report. 





TOP 15 

Be Pere rerT 31 

Fibber & Molly.......... 29.8 
ce ae ee » 29.0 
Amos ’n’ Andy........... 26.8 
,  - | Eee 
Red Skelton ........+.... 24.6 
Charlie McCarthy ...... . 246 
Lux Radio Theatre...... « 23.0 
Duffy’s Tavern ....... occ aan 
Screen Guild Players.... 20.5 
ee BOOSUE bands scaeuse . 20.4 
Se el MR died adeeb 96 cs 0en 20.0 
Walter Winchell ......... 19.3 
Burns & Allen..... 19.0 
Take It-Leave It......... 17.8 





| 12 Years on KLZ Podium 
LES WEELANS 


Denver's busiest music director 
pilots more local, live-talent musical 
shows on KZ than are carried by 
any other Denver station, and he’s 
been doing it 12 years. 


KLZ, DENVER. 


Damocles Threat 
HasN.Y. Networks 
Staffers Uneasy 


Tension appears to be mounting 
around the Manhattan offices of the 
major networks in the face of the 
economy waves that have been 
initiated since the first of the year, 
with the big question mark center- 
ing chiefly around “how far will 
they g0?” 

CBS and Mutual got rolling last 
week ‘with their belated axe, €o- 
lumbia starting at the bottom and 
giving 17 of the 22 page girls no- 
tice, The other five will be absorbed 
in other departments, with the net- 


work hdqs. henceforth operating 
without pages. At Mutual, the axe 
swung. into more vital arteries, with 
about 15 in the New York and Chi- 
cago offices reportedly getting 
notice or on the way out, Among 
those affected were employees in the 
promotion, news and publicity de- 
partments, with the promotion end 
particularly hit. 


ABC went into action shortly after 
the first of the year, but now says 
“we're through firing.” At NBC an 
effort has been made to prevent 
layoffs where possible by “trimming 
around the corners,” but there have 
been dismissals in the engineering 
depaxtment, the sustaining roster has 
suffered and a good chunk of the 
contracted talent has gotten notice. 

Economies are being effected be- 
cause of increased operating costs as 
against a static income. 








Radio Guild Protests Firings 


Radio Guild, CIO, union of radio 
office workers, is filing charges with 
the National Labor Relations Board 
jagainst the Mutual Broadcasting 
System, maintaining three firings last 
week, were for union activity rather 
than for retrenchment. 

Trio included two men in the pub- 
licity dept. and one mailer. Guild, 
which has been running a drive to 
organize white collarites at MBS 








and WOR, Mutual’s N.Y. flagship, 
plans continuing its drive. 





Top 15 and the Opposition 


Seven shows in competition with the Top 15 managed to crash 


in the new (Feb. 28) Hoopers. The 


latest tallies significantly reveal that the Amos ’n’ Andy No. 3 spot 
in the previous listings was not exactly all freakish. 


They're in the 


Total 

Network 

OPPOSITION Competition 
a tan . 5.9 
niet ats 11.1 
aneves 10.7 
a cases 16.2 
12.5 Crime Doctor.......... 16.0 

- 
10.4 Sam Spade......... o. See 
10.1 Telephone Hour........ 15.9 
pivece 18.4 
seveke 11.2 
14.7 Blondie ....... 19.4 
cones’ 16.8 
11.6 Man. Merry-Go-Round. 23.3 
{ 14.2 FBI Peace & War 

1.11.1 Johns Manville News... 19.5 
eccses 16.2 





Upton Close Says His Feelings Hurt 
To Tune of 2006 by Warner, Cowles 





‘Manor House’ Expands 


Chicago, March 4. 

New deal for “Manor House 
Party,” longtime local spot, puts 
Manor House coffee show on NBC 
Midwest Regional Network which 
will. carry it on seven outlets, 

Five-a-week 15-minute musical 
show, which features groaner Skip 
Farrell and Art Van Damme quin- 
tet, remains in 6:30 (CBT) time slot. 
Sherman-Marquette is agency. 


CBS Leaps Into 
Lush Co-op Setup 


CBS is going all-out on an am- 
bitious co-op setup, reflecting anew 
the big-business aspect of co-op 
shows as one of the newer facets of 
radio operation. Up till now, it’s 
been practically Mutual and ABC’s 
“baby,” with both webs wrapping 
up multiple programming schedules 
and snaring such properties as Kate 
Smith, “Town Meeting of the Air,” 
Fiorello LaGuardia, etc., for co-op 
sponsorship. 

Now CBS is out to capture a 
firmer hold on co-op programming 
and has set up a Co-Op division, 
naming Ralph Hatcher as sales man- 
ager. Hatcher for the past three 
years was manager of CBS Station 
Relations in the Central Division. 
Named as co-op promotion manager 
is Nancy Cook, for the past 15 years 
identified with advertising, selling 
and promotion. Meanwhile the net 
has blueprinted techniques for im- 
proved sales promotion material on 
its co-op programs and is readjust- 
ing its rates to compensate for dif- 
ferences in sets in use in the vari- 
ous time zones. 

Network currently has seven 
shows on a co-op basis, including 
Red Barber and “House Party.” 

Meanwhile, NBC is also reported 
prepping an ambitious co-op roster. 


CBS NIGHTTIME SKED 
IN SHARP OVERHAUL 


CBS. nighttime schedule wunder- 
goes some more reshuffling, with 
network clients jockeying for better 
time slots. Fridigaire’s “Hollywood 
Star Time” moves from its Saturday 
8 p.m. slot to Thursday at 10:30 ef- 
fective March 27. Thursday slot is 
being vacated by Household Finance 
Co., currently sponsoring “That's 
Finnegan,” but which drops the 
show to take on “The Whistler” in 
the Wednesday night at 10 segment. 

Week after Frigidaire moves over 
to Thursday it drops “Star Time” 
to assume sponsorship of “Man 
Called X.” Bob”Hope stars on “Star 
Time’s” fadeout as a means of bol- 
Stering audience interest in Frigid- 
aire’s new time segment, 


Kraft Mulls New Show 
For ’47-’48 Semester 


Although Eddy Duchin rides out 
the Kraft Music Hall season on NBC, 
sponsor is reported shopping around 
for a new show for the "47-48 sem- 
ester. From all accounts, Kraft has 
not been any too happy with the au- 
dience pull @f ite $10,000-a-week 
program. 

Since the Bing Crosby checkout 
from the Kraft fold last season, the 
show has undergone several revi- 
sions in a move to bolster the Hoop- 
ers, with top eoin guestars booked 
in. Eddie Foy, Jr., stepped in a 
couple months back when Edward 
Everett Horton bowed out. 


De Mille’s Buck Beef 


Los Angeles, March 4. 
Cecil B. DeMille was granted a 
new hearing by the California Su- 
preme Court on his appeal from a 
lower court decision upholding his 
suspension from the American Fed- 
eration of Radio Artists. Rehearing 
of the case is slated for late April. 
AFRA suspended DeMille in 1944 
and tossed him off “Lux Radio 
Theatre,” following his refusal to 
pay a one dollar assessment during a 
political campaign. 

















Washington, March 4. 

Erstwhile NBC and Mutual gab- 
ber Upton Close filed suit here last 
week against Albert Warner, WOL. 
Mutual news chief, and the Cowles 
Broadcasting Co., which owns WOL, 
Charge was libel to the tune of 
$200,000, 

Close based his case on a March 
6, 1946, broadcast in which Warner 
followed Close on the Mutual ether 
to lambast him as a fascist and end- 
ed up with the statement: “Where 
you find greed, selfishness ahd stu- 
pidity, there you find Uptdn Close.” 
Close also charged Warner and 
Cowles with implying he was dis- 
loyal to the Government of the 
United States, was “corrupt, men- 
dacious and avaricious ... and a 


supporter of the enemies of the 
United States.” 
The ultra-conservative ex-MBS 


commentator filed the suit hot on 
the heels of his dismissal from the 
web last month. That step was 
taken by his sponsor, the National 
Economic Council, and Mutual in 
response to growing criticism from 
liberal groups throughout the coun- 
try 

Close filed the suit in the District 
Court of the United States for the 
District of Columbia under his real 
name—Josef Washingon Hall. His 
lawyer is Nathan Boone Williams, 
local attorney. 


Says Lecture Biz Hit 


Warner is sued as perpetrator of 
the libelous broadcast and _ the 
Cowles Broadcasting Co. for permit- 
ting Warner to use its facilities for 
the attack. By virtue of the wide 
press publicity given Warner's 
broadcast, Close claimed he had 
been injured: professionally, “had 
lecture engagements cancelled, had 
pressures brought against radio sta- 
tions and chains for eancellation of 
radio programs and contracts, had 
pressures brought upon school au- 
thorities to reject his textbooks in 
the schools of the cougtry .. . and 
has suffered great pain, humiliation 
and mental anguish to his damage 
in the sum of $200,000.” 

Close’s complaint cited the pub- 
licity given the Warner broadcast 
by Senator Claude Pepper ((D., 
Fla.) who inserted it into the Con- 
gressional Record on March 8, 1946. 
Pepper added his own description of 
Close and complimented Warner for 
his “remarkable restraint” in going 
after the commentator. 

Close mentioned other papers 
carrying Warner’s blast. These 
were PM, Variety, Weekly Digest 
of Radio Opinion, Washington 
News Letter of the Anti-Defama- 
tion League of B'nai B'rith, the 
North Dakota Education Association 
Bulletin, and In Fact. 

His complaint declared that his 
speeches, books and writings have 
been devoted to the “continued 
preservation and support of the 
Government of the U. S.” for the 
past 30 years. The complaint-ac- 
tion declares Close served in China 
in World War I and was one of the 
first observers to “warn the Govern- 
ment of the United States of ap- 
prodching war with Japan and of 
the menace of Communism and Rus- 
sian imperialism in Asia, Burope 
and the United States.” His latest 
book is a textbook on world history 
published by the Macmillan Com- 
pany. 

Close was an NBC commentator 
and consultant on affairs of the Pa- 
cific and Orient before that net- 
work terminated his contract in 1944 
and he was signed on Mutual. 


Flock ef U. S. Sponsors 
Signed for Radio Lux, 
Including Pix Companies 


Jacques Lacour-Gayet, exec veepee 
of Radio Luxembourg, in New York 
for a short visit, announced signing 
of important U. S. sponsors for the 

uropean setup in recent weeks, with 
clients including Goodrich, Longines, 
Columbia Pix, Paramount, RKO and 
Lever Bros, Station last week cele- 
brated inauguration of its first post- 
war one-hour long sponsored pre- 
gram. 

Guy Bolam, who represented Ra- 
dio Lux in London before the war, 
has been appointed U. S. sales and 
service rep, with headquarters '” 
N. Y. Louis Merlin, of Paris, prez 
of Informations et Publicite, which 
handles overall sales and time for 
Radio Lux, is due in N. Y. this week- 
end, 
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The Unimportance of N. Y.? 


| The “traditional period” is on with a vengeance. 


Re-evalua- 


tion is the order of the day. Stars and programs are being 
dropped and shifted; budgets pruned, strategies sales-wise re- 


planned in the direction of economy. 


A number of drug prod- 


ucts are especially wobbly as the seller’s market of the war years 
recedes and something closer to normality develops. The present 


period will not last, but while it lasts there's 


in the radio trade. Jobs, 


Now comes Davidson Taylor, 


of 


general uneasiness 


careers and sales are in the balance. 


CBS, back from his second 


visit to Hollywood in a year and issuing for the second time a 
prophecy that New York, like Chicago before it, will pass out as 


a major production center. 


Taylor thinks everything will shift 
to the west coast. This prediction, 


if it comes true, constitutes 


about the most uneasy slant of all on the “transitional period,” 
because if the postwar changeover also means moving 3,000 miles 
to sunshine and slacks, then indeed the radio business is doomed 
to a shakeup of nuclear dimensions. 


The “move” to Hollywood is not imaginary. There has already 
been such a move. It’s been steady since 1932. But whether the 
CBS veepee’s estimate of New York as eventually no more than 
a news and public service point is valid must remain in the area 


of “maybe so—wait and see.” 


It’s 


by no means a foregone con- 


clusion that advertisers or even agencies would okay universal 
Holiwood origination. Business men still cling to their impression 
that when radio people go west they are “infected” with Holly- 
wood ideas on money, billing and grandiosity generally. This to 
the man who packs pressed beef in Minneapolis sounds like 


needless cost. 


New York would seem to have a natural job as counterweight 


and business anchor to the Hollywood colony. 





The Taylor 


Trade Cries ‘It’s sa Damm Shame’ To 


M'wkee Journal's Reverse Technique 


Dropping of the Milwaukee Jour- ¢ 


nal's daily radio column as of last 
week (24) has stirred up quite a bit 
of 


ciation 
columns, the Journal’s president and 
editor, J. D, Ferguson, chimed in last 
week with the assertion that “inter- 
est in the radio column outside of 
professional radio circles no longer 
justifies the use of space and the cost 
of a daily column of this type.” 
However, those familiar with the 
Journal’s decision say there’s more 
than meets the eye to the folderoo 
and the relegating of the daily’s 
radio editor, Ray McBride, to the 
Sunday amusement section. It’s. a 
story, they say, that involves Walter 
J. Damm, operator of WTMJ, the 
Journal-owned station, and Damm’s 
repeated squawks over hard-hitting 
criticism of station programming 
that’s appeared in the column. 


Insiders say it was Damm’s beefs | 


that cost Dick Bellamy (now with 
Benton and Bowles in New York) 
loss of his job as radio editor of the 
Journal, and Bill Pepan after him. 
And that when Damm started 
squawking again about McBride's 
critical pieces, the editor of the daily, 
which is heralded as a “free and in- 
dependent liberal newspaper,’ met 
the protest last week by chucking 
the column completely. 

Ferguson announced program list- 
ings will be continued and Sunday 
magazine section will carry “radio 
news and features.” 


The Customer’s Always Right 
Chicago, March 4 
Star Courier, Kewanee, Ill., daily, 
eliminated radio log and yarns, but 
three days 





caused. sudden change. 

Editor notified stations and webs 
that papér would discontinue 
table bcause interest in feature did 
not merit space. 
thought differently. 


Rose and Gibbs Serve 
Up Pabst for Summer 


Hollywood, March 4. 
Dave Rose and Georgia Gibbs will 





pour for Pabst during the summer 
layoff of: Eddie Cantor for the 13- | 
week period from June 26. It will 


bea straight musical with only gab 


On the lead-ins. 

Charles Herbert writes and di- 
rects, with Cecil Underwood, Coast 
head of Warwick & Legler, super- 
Vising production. 


trade feeling. At a time when | 
there’s a growing nationwide appre- | 
of the readership of radio | 


| ures, 


, audience studios this 


; ern 





They Used to Send Seeds 


What is believed to be first time 
for a Congressman buying radio 
time for other than political cam- 
paigning, is purchase of time on 


| WINS, N. Y., by Rep. Jacob K. Ja- 
vitz to acquaint New Yorkers with | 


doings in Congress, and to let his 
constituents know he’s still around. 
Javitz, a first-termer, 
21st Congressional District, will 
speak on first and third Friday of 
each month, 8:30 to 8:45 p.m., dis- 
cussing events in 
gress (and himself) voted on meas- 
what’s on the agenda, etc. 
Program begins Friday (7). 


NBC’s New Studios 
Ready, Expect Rush 
Of Shows From East. 


Hollywood, March 4. 
throws open its two new 
month which 
is expected to bring a rush of east- 
shows to the Coast. Each of 
the sites will have a seating capac- 
ity of around 350 and have beén 
erected just east of the main build- 
ing. Cost of the two new audi- 
toriums exceeded $700,000 and will 





NBC 


be in full operation by month’s end. | 


Due to the congestion on certain 
nights, NBC has been forced to farm 
out shows to rental studios. New 


/plants will take care of the chain’s | 
| programs 


with occasional 


made available to ABC, which is 


| still quartered at Radio City. 


| with the way 
}ences haye been run, 
' . , 

| allowed to become too large, it’s felt, 





| large part, 


from the | 


| siderations. 


D. C., how Con- ! 


space) 
‘They don’t fancy him anymore than 


NETWORKS 


CHOW Parade of Cancellations, Program 


LOSS OF INTEREST Shifts Add Up to $8,000,000 Cutback: 
Wave Seen Assuming Tidal Strength 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


If local radio stations follow the 
lead of the national networks, broad- 
caster 1947 
tute Radio in Co- 


lumbus markedly 


attendance at the 


for Education by 


will be off from 


recent seasOns. For in 1947 the nets 
are translating. into eloquent action 
their growing irritation with the 


Institute which has met for the past 
16 years under Ohio State auspices. 


| Here's the proof as regards the webs. 


Their delegations to Ohio State: 


Last This 
Year Year | 
NBC 25 5 
ees tetas de 19 3 
eee potion ae ° 
MBS 4 4 
* Undecided 
Radio men have been annoyed 


the Columbus confer- 
They have been 


too confused in planning, with meet- 
ings overlapping, and the Institute 
trying to schedule discussions on al- 
most every conceivable subject. It 
wag always an embarrassing choice 
between meetings, with the result 
people wandered from one confer- 
ence room to another disorganizing 
fongirng and annoying guest speak- 
ers who might begin with a crowd 
and end with a handful, or 
versa. 


Last year’s registration for the In- 


 etieute was glose to 1,500 and several 
| recent 


have hit 
a feather 


conferences 
1,000. This was 
Tyler’s hat, but it’s the cause, in 
of the reaction. Room 
reservations became too trying, 
trains to Columbus going and coming 
took on a football weekend conges- 
tion. Broadcasters didn’t fancy trav- 
elling to Columbus to queue up for 
restaurants. 

Behind the complaints of 
fun any more” 


over 


“it isn’t 
there are other con- 
Radio men have talked 
among themselves about the Insti- 
tute. Rightly or wrongly they have 


come away with the impression that | 


| they've been supporting an annual 
conference whose main objective was 
to keep educators and the press 
stirred up about the “evils” of radio 
advertising. The Institute’s idea of 
something wonderful 
lambasting the and 


industry, re- 


| versely, attempts 6f industry spokes- , 


men to say a good word for their 
side got rough treatment. 

One telling criticism of the Insti- 
tute has been the failure of really 
standout educators to show up. The 
great names were never there. In- 
stead the broadcasters found them- 
selves listening again and again to 
the familiar charges. As one New 
York executive put it: “I guess the 
boys think they’ve heard H. L. Mac- 
Carty’s speech. It’s always the same. 


Why travel overnight for an en- 
core?” 
MacCarty, of the Univ. of Wiscon- 


is an oldtimer at the Ohio State 
peppering the 


sin, 
events and has been 
broadcasters since the early 


he fancies them. 


Insti- | 


vice 


in Keith ; 


is somebody | 


1930's. | 


‘Star Night’ BbtaDtinie 
Now that the 9:30 Wednesday 
night slot opens up, with Tums 
scrapping “Pot O’ Gold,” ABC 
execs are buckling down in all 
performances to achieving their 
plans for a “Wednesday Star 
Night” roster of top personali- 
ties for next season. 
Web is currently in 
tions with agencies for 
ship deals involving 
personalities, 


negotia- 
sponsor- 
top coin 
although execs 
say it’s too premature to tip 
names, etc. Bing Crosby and 
Henry Morgan form the nucleus 
on the Night of Stars agenda 


—-¢% 





All's Not Glitter 
On Pot 0 Gold 


As Tums Scrams 


The “Pot O’ Gold” $1,000-weekly 
| giveaway, which a few years 
cued one of radio’s major 
versies because of its “lottery” im- 
| plications and was_ subsequently 
taken off, is again gasping for air— 
but this time from audience anemia. 

Disappointed over its rating, 
Lewis-Howe Co. (Tums) is giving up 


contro- 


the show March 27 and is also re- 
linquishing the _ time. Program. 
heard in the Wednesday night 9:30 


(pre-Crosby) ABC time, 
been on the air 26 weeks. 
Seen as a factor in the diminish- 
ing audience returns is the “spoiled” 
attitude of the li8teners. In the days 
when Horace Heidt headed up the 
“Pot” show, the weekly grand pay- 
off was big stuff in terms of give- 
aways, but the giveaway program- 
ming in the interim years has taken 
ithe edge off the stay-at-home-in- 
case-your-phone-rings come-on, 


Willson’s Canada Dry 
‘Sparkle Time’ Fizzles 
Out; Not Enuf Sugar 


Add to the list of cancellati’ “s 
the Canada Dry Friday night CBu 
Meredith Willson “Sparkle 
Time.” It goes off the air the latter 
part of March at the end of 26 
weeks. Canada Dry is also turning 
back the time. That adds an addi- 
tional half-hour to CBS’ expanding 
nighttime availabilities. 
in Canada Dry’s decision 
to scram is said to be the sugar 
shortage, although the general eco- 
is also regarded 


will have 





show, 


Factor 


nomic uncertainty 
|as one of the principal reasons for 
‘pulling in the spending reins. 





later reinserted data. | 
Heavy reader demand is said to have | 


time | 


Subscribers | 








14th Annual 


Survey of Showmanagement 


To Be Published 


In Next Week's Issue of 


VARIETY 








| media. 


ago | 
0 | already, 


land 


|coming a disk jockey 
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With advertising volume down 
and selling tougher in a more 
high competitive market, it’s ex- 
pected that the wave of cancella- 
tions that’s been hitting radio will be 
accelerated by the summer 

LIt’s estimated that the cuthacks in 
recent weeks total $8,000,000. This 


includes cancellation of time, as well 
as programming, by such radio bank- 


rollers as Miles Labs, Cresta Blanca, 


Canada Dry, Tums, American Home 


Products, Eversharp, etc., with the 


swing toward lower-budgeted shows, 


1s in the case of American Tobacco, 


Philip Morris, Frigidaire, Texaco, 
etc., accounting for other econo- 
mies, ] 
} 

Newspapers and magazines have 


been hit just as hard, if not harder, 
than radio, with the latter, as a mat- 
ter of fact, enjoying the 13-week ad- 
vaniage that doesn’t pertain to other 
If an advertiser wants to 
puH out his printed stuff, he just 
doesn't bother sending in the plates. 

NBC has some white space in its 
nighttime sales roster for the first 
time in months, and CBS with a few 
has just had another haif- 
hour evening slot tossed into the 
“for sale” column with “Ellery 
Queen” skedded to move out. ABC, 
too, had “Pot o’ Gold” cancelled out. 

Meanwhile, the self-styled econo- 
mists within the trade say that 


« there’s more on the way, with a par- 


ticularly slim summer in the offing. 
CBS’ Hollow Daytime Strip 

American Home Products’ cancel- 
lation of the Kenny Delmar “Holly- 
wood Jackpot” 30-minute show on 
CBS and relinquishing of the time, 
has created a CBS afternoon open- 
time situation that hasn't existed ia 
many years, 

There are now 12 successive quar- 
ter-hour strips (from 3 to 6 p.m.) 
available for sale on the Columbia 
roster. That's strictly a throwback 
to the major network's beginnings, 
is evidence of the current 
tightening-up among bankrollers. A 
couple months back the web lost 
another half-hour afternoon sponsor, 
General Electric, which dropped 
“House Party.” now being sold co- 
op. 


‘Hit Parade’ In 
Switch to NBC 


CBS loses one of its choice prop- 





erties on April 26, when American 
Tobacco’s “Hit Parade” 
to NBC. Switchover 
45-minute gap in Columbia's night- 
time programming, folowing on the 
heels of Canada Dry’s Friday night 
exit and the scheduled moveover of 
“Ellery Queen” to NBC. 

“Hit Parade” will be reduced to 
30 minutes when it goes to NBC and 


moves over 
leaves another 


' will take over the 9 to 9:30 slot 
being vacated by Miles Labs’ Roy 
Rogers show. 

' About 20 NBC clients were bid- 
ding for the Saturday time. includ- 
‘ing Pabst, which wanted to move 
Eddie Cantor into the segment from 
his present Thursday night 10:30 
period 


AFRA Okays Bandleaders 
As Disk Jocks—No Choice 


Hollywood, March 4 
American Federation of Radio 
Artists has declared that band lead- 
ers or anyone else desirous of be- 
can do s0, 
claiming it has no way of preventing 

it. either unionwise or otherwise. 
AFRA has pointed out to platter 
pilots that anyone already in radio 
or with the promise of a job cannot 

be prevented from joining union, 


oe 
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Washington, March 4. 

American Federation of Musicians’ 
boss James C. Petrillo, who hasn't 
put in a personal appearance on 
Capitol . Hill since January, 1943, 
dodged another one yesterday (3). 

Petrillo wired Rep. Fred. Hartley 
(R.-N.J.), chairman of the House 
Labor Committee, that it would be 
“improper” for him to testify before 
the committee while his suit against 
the Lea Act is before the Supreme 
Court. 

(The high court, incidentally, said 
yesterday it would rule on the con- 
stitutionality of the Lea legislation. 
The Justice’ Department had ap- 
pealed a Chicago court decision 
which found it unconstitutional on 
three counts.) 

The House Labor Committee had 
asked Petrillo to appear on or 
around March 12, The committee 
is in the process of drafting an 
omnibus labor bill and wanted to 
be sure it covered Petrillo’s activ- 
ities, 

In charateristic double-talk, Pet- 
rillo’s wire said, “I appreciate the 


committee’s invitation but regret 
my inability to appear.” 
It was not known at this time 


whether the committee would sub- 
poena the music czar under its 
newly-won subpoena powers. Rep. 
Hartley thought it would. 

The committee heard Dr, Joseph 
Maddy testify in February that the 
Lea Act did not prevent the AFM 
from unfairly blacklisting schools 
and music camps. Petrillo was to 
have been quizzed, too, on present 
AFM sanctions in effect on FM, 


i, Dodges House Committee 
}| | Labor Hearing on ‘Improper’ Grounds 
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Just in Case 

Not being sure whether How- 
ard K. Smith will be able to 
broadcast from Moscow when it 
puts on its special documentary, 
“Prelude to Moscow,” Sunday 
(9), on eve of the Foreign Min- 
isters’ meeting, CBS is playing 
safe. Bob Heller, head of the 
documentary unit, arranged with 
Smith to cable a word-picture of 
the setting and political atmos- 
phere and any last-minute news 
of the conference. 

If the Russians won’t let Smith 
go on the air, CBS will have an 
announcer in New York read his 
cables. Otherwise, Smith will 


| read his own stuff. 


‘Year Study of Skywave 


| Signals Asked of FCC 
| Before Channels Are Set 


Washington, March 4. 

The Clear Channel Broadcasting 
Service called on the FCC last 
Thursday (27) for a year-long study 
of skywave signals from standard 
broadcast stations during the day- 
time hours and urged FCC to hold 
off action on all bids for daytime op- 
|eration on the favored clear channels 
| until the investigation is over. 

The Clears were turned down in 
an earlier request to FCC to halt 
spotting of scores of “daytime only” 
operators on the clear channels. The 
CCBS claimed FCC’s indiscriminate 

















JACK LAWRENCE 


A few short weeks ago this coi- 
umn announced: “Songwriter Jack 
Lawrence will vocalize exclusively 
for Lang-Worth’s 400-station tran- 
scription net.” Since then Jack has 
come up with a smash hit “Linda,” 
a solid record contract and over- 
tures from two prospective radio 
sponsors. 

What next little man—Hollywood? 


LANG-WORTH, INC., NEW YORK 


———- — 


B'casters, Profs 


Meet on Cal. FM 











| Braintrust Net 


Hollywood, March 4. 


Wednesday, March 5, 1947 


From the Production Centres 


(IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Pres. Truman grabbed himself a fast 34 Hooper and 91.3% of available 
audience in his four-web talk Monday (3) night....John Hymes of Biow a 
father. Mother was Rita Hurwick, ex-WOV....Martha Von Malotke elect- 
ed secretary of the A. C. Nielson Co. last week, filling newly-created post 
....In a reshuffle designed to slow down the pace of 70-year-old Dr, 
Walter H. Eddy, American Institute of Food Produce has brought in Dr. 
James A. Tobey to handle its half-hour across-the-board food program on 
WOR. Formerly known as “Ask Dr. Eddy,” program has been retitled 
with Tobey’s name substituted for Eddy’s....Marjorie Morrow, CBS audi- 
tion and casting director, leaves Friday (7) for Bermuda on vacation... . 
Cyril Armbrister, indie producer for Mutual, planed out Sunday (2) for a 
week of Florida sunshine with his family at Lake Worth....Murray Forbes 
of the “Ma Perkins” cast has finished his third novel, “Call Me B.Z,” about 
radio people. , 

Ed East and Polly back after months in Hollywood, doing a spell at the 
Westchester Country club, but may return to Coast soon... .Millard Lampell 
has a $3,000 advance on a new book via Messner, Inc.....Robert Cone off 
writing staff at WNEW....Lou Cooper has another radio cantata, “The 
Meeting,” circulating. He did music (to Carl Carmer’s text) for last year’s 
FDR memorial, “Last Speech,” on Columbia Workshop....Bob Landry 
victim of sneak thief who got off with three watches, fountain pens and 
other valuables....Diana Gibbings, ex-N. Y. Times, succeeds Margaret 
O’Connell as music editor in CBS press dept., with latter leaving to wed 
....Ruth Gilbert checking out of “Iceman Cometh” when it goes on road 
tour to sign for radio series....Roger W. Clipp, gen. mgr. of WFIL in 
Philly, elected chairman of the ABC Stations Planning and Advisory Com- 
mittee....Florence Warner switched over to mag division in CBS press 
dept. as aide to Dorothy Leffler-...C. E. Hooper got in a week of skiing 
in Vermont. 


Radio actor David Kerman and wife Bunny, children’s book writer, run- 
ning shindig for kids called “Bunny and David's Show Party” at Bar- 
bizon Plaza theatre Saturday afternoons, complete with pre entertain- 
ment, games and favors....Jack Overall, of Mutual sales, a papa. Son, 
John, Jr., was born last Thursday... Edward Rosenwald elected veepee 
of Louis G. Cowan, Inc. Formerly with Biow, where he served as account 
exec for the past several years....Robert Swezey, v.p.-g.m. of Mutual, 
vacationing with family in Miami....Larry Lowenstein, who did a tempo- 
rary hitch in WOR'’s publicity office, joining WQXR next Mon. (10) as 
Pat Hurley’s press aide.,..Paul Jonas, MBS sports director, home with a 
Miami sunburn after supervising airings (for Gillette) of Hialeah’s Widener 
and Flamingo stakes....William Morris package “Manhunt” by J. Frank- 
lin Jones will get an airing over Mutual March 8 with Russell Maloney 








television and shortwave broad- 
casting.’ 


Radio Men Study 
FM, Tele Threats 


Hollywood, March 4. 

If greatly expanded FM opera- 
tion and television are to be a com- 
petitive threat local broadcasters | 
want to know how, when, where and 
why. They have suddenly alerted | 
themselves to the possible danger | 
and will shortly begin making | 
studies of the situation. Cognizance | 











opens with the subject high on the | tion giveaways has been worked out | broadcasters.” 
agenda of the next meeting of the | for “Winner Take All” on CBS, with | ‘ 
Broadcast Sales Executives Associa- |@™mcee Bill Cullen now ringing in | with a committee of northern Cali- 


tion, March 12. 

An attempt is now being made by 
Fred Wendler, prexy of the group, 
to obtain a really informed person 
who can explain in detail both types 
of operation and who possibly can 
also point up business angles that 
may adversely affect AM broadcast- 
ers with some light on how the sit- 


licensing policies 
causing interference to present op- 
erations of the bigtime stations but | 
might shut off any possibility of giv- 





were not = | 


ing them superpower up to 750 kilo- 
watts. 
FCC should not assign any of these 
part-time stations within 1,200 miles 
of the dominant clear stations pend- | 
ing a decision on the effect of sky- | 
wave signals during daylight hours, 
tHe CCBS petition said. It would not | 


| be necessary, however, to defer de- | 


cision on the clears’ push for 750 kw 





Anything For a Change 


New twist to audience participa- 


participants from all 
country via telephone. 

Contestants compete with one an- 
other, this being an added compe- 
tition gimmick to regular studio con- 


parts of the 


| testant setup. 





GRANEY’S PLAY-BY-PLAY 
Cleveland, March 4. 





uation may be met. 

A secondary consideration for some, 
those whose present stations may 
be in both AM and FM, and possibly 
video «lso, will be to study the so- 
called advantage of FM over AM. 
Few, if any, understand more than 
the elementary meaning. of the let- 
ters and would fortify themselves 
for the double-barreled or triple- 
threat sales approaches. With some 
seven tele stations to be on the air 
by year’s end, and a currently esti- 
mated 20 FM’ers girding, coupled 
with the economically altered stand- 
ard radio picture, the boys want to 
be up on the latest dope. 


‘FORTUNE’ TAKES U.S. 
RADIO HARD TO TAS 


Fortune magazine, March 





in its 


issue, discusses “The Revolt Against | particular, has been full of vitality, | English. Arabic and Hebrew lessons 


Radio” in all its facets and winds 
up for its conclusion with a quote 
from Variety: “The networks aren't 
kidding anybody; until now they've 
dished out public-service program- 
ming ... but only so long as it did 
not interfere with the balance sheet. 
- . . Today, with restrictions off, 
both financial] 
the lip-service era looks set to ride 
high and wide.” 

Since it looks as though the “res- 
onant leaders” of radio can be ex- 
pected to continue their “lofty de- 
nials” that there’s anything wrong 
with the medium, only hope for bet- 
terment seen by Fortune is that 
“any substantial improvement in the 
standards of American radio must 
wait on the rise in the industry, 
from within or without, of directing 
personalities willing to take a 
chance on higher quality—because 


(Continued on page 42) 


C 


and Governmental, | 


‘applicants, WGAR has named its 
| Sportcasters for the coming baseball 
| season. Named to describe play-by- 
‘play activities of the Indians are 
| Jack Graney, former Indian out- 
| fielder and ex-sportsman for WHK 
}and WGAR, and Van Patrick, for- 
|merly with WJW. 


After a long search among many | 


ommittee of commercial broad- - 7 : 
Ac | emceeing, on the “For Your Approval” show....Norman Brokenshire to 


rg nl eg pee Serene | lecture at Fordham summer school....George Crandall of CBS into hos- 
e 2 ’ | recurrence of leg trouble... .John 


of the proposed state-sponsored FM | pital tomorrow for several weeks in 


network that resulted in a temporary | neers wee oe the cocktail parties before his marriage, now goes to 


tempering of tempers. At the peace : j ‘ : 

pipe puffing session the educators, Paul Gardner checking out of Institute of Public Relations March 14 to 
Dr. George Pettit, of the University | freelance....Sandy Stronach, who resigned from Young & Rubicam and 
of California, and Francis Noel, | iS 20w vacationing in Nassau, joins Wm. Morris radio dept. later this 
chief of the Audio-Visual Section of | Month....Jean Sablon off to Coast March 8 for six weeks of Coast 
the State Department of Education, | °Tiginations....Bill Lewis, radio veepee of Kenyon & Eckhardt, to Holly- 
explained their purpose in sponsor- | WOOd next week....Current issue of New Republic giving a three-page 
ing the two bills that ask for a break to “Superman” for program's tolerance pitch....Ex-Girl Scout 
State-financed educational net. How- | C8ndy Jones doing a couple of guest shots in conjunction with the 35th 


ever, at its conclusion the broad- | 22ual GS ‘drive, also getting in plugs for her owr book, “How to Make 


power, the FCC was told. 


casters would not disclose whether | Your Name in Modelling”....Johnny Thompson, Paul Whiteman’s fea- 
or not they were satisfied there was tured singer, began his own program Saturday (1) on ABC for the Ben- 
no threat, stating only that “after a| jamin Moore Paint Co... .Jackie Kelk dropping from “Superman” show 
‘thorough study of the facts and find- | f0F an indefinite period during rehearsals and run of the new Judith 
ings a report will be made to all Abbott-Mary Mason “Tenting Tonight” legiter in which Kelk has second 
comedy lead. He'll remain on “Aldrich Family” show 

Death of John McNeil’s wife (Loire Brophy) early yesterday (Tues.) 
| after long illness came as shock to Manhattan radioites. She was one of 
fornia broadcasters, their second, | the top consultants to business executives and author of several books, 
since the sponsors also consulted | 


some broadcasters even before the [TN HOLLYWOOD . — 


bills were presented to apprise in- : y 
dustry reps of their true intentions | After a hitch with Amos 'n’ Andy, Howard Harris and Sid Zelinka are 
and to allay fear. In both instances | toiling over their type mills for Joan Davis. They were moved in by Pro- 
the educators sought endorsement | 2Ucer-Editor Dick Mack when Joe Quillen and Bobby Q’Brien moved 
and cooperation, and were virtually | °Ut.-Benny Goodman's contract for the Victor Borge show, held by the 
promised it by the northerners— | trade to be the longest ever drawn up (some say 56 pages), has been re- 
while the downstaters took the op- | duced to fewer conditions so the format can be released from the strait- 
posite tack and started forming a | Jacket. It could have gone the other way had there been any “words” 
lobby front. over it....Bing Crosby's ever changeable comings-and-goings allows for 
For past fortnight situation had | the possibility of a live broadcast in the Philco series April 7 should he be 
been fraught with much misappre- | '" Atlanta as he this day plans. Whether or not, he'll finish out the season 
hension on both sides. Educators | '9 New York with g cutting of the last six spinners....Cal Kuhl produc- 
thought they had the green light of | ("8 “Take It Or Leave It” now that “Maisie” is playing out her string.... 
the industry only to find themselves | Hal Peary’s sponsors are already !ooking ahead to next season and he may 
(Continued on page 42) kick off from that end of the country next September....Sid Strotz and 
es | his NBC cabinet of 18 department heads tossed an au revoir luncheon for 


Educators held a previous meeting ' 











Non-Comm’l Palestine Radio Patterns 


Self After U. S.; 


Radio, like other branches of en- 
tertainment, such as theatre or films, 
| has continued active in Palestine last 
|year despite the troubled political 
| situation. The Hebrew section, in 


according to Peter Brunswick, who 
spent eight months last year as 





| Interest in foreign radio progress, 
| especially American, is avid, with 
‘attempts made to duplicate or re- 
| broadeast some of the outstanding 
U. S. programs. 

The. Palestine Broadcasting Serv- 
ice, founded in Jerusalem in 1935, is 
still comparatively young and un- 
tried, according to Brunswick. Like 
the BBC, it’s non-commercial. It 
broadcasts in Hebrew, Arabic and 
English. Hebrew and Arab programs 
are broadcast simultaneously on two 
transmitters on _ different wave- 
‘lengths. Staffs and programs are 
| different. English programs go out 
on both transmitters as one, on the 
same wavelength. 

Programs are aired from 7 to 8:15 
|a.m.; an hour and a half at noon, 
and from 5 to 10 p.m. Programs in- 


jclude news, lectures, drama and_ he'll do on the Coast. 


|radio producer-writer in Jerusalem. | 


| Bob McAndrews, who moved over to Young & Rubicam’'s publicity and 
audience building dep’t....Veteran writing team of Hugh Wedlock and 
Howard Snyder blew the Ginny Simms show to dream up some sillies for 
| Abbott and Costello's next picture....Bill Burton east to warm up some 
| deals for Margaret Whiting and other clients.. Visiting firemen include 


* | Harry McCann (& Erickson), Ralph Atlas (WIND, Chicago), Freeman 

cri ts etch $20) << (Russe] Seeds)....Jack Benny finally received approval from 
American Tobacco to take a spin on the wax with B. Crosby. Client 

| couldn’t entirely forget that Frank Morgan (Pall Mall) vies with der 

, music, with a children’s trilingual | Bingle for the Wednesday night audience....Bob Ballin and Sam Perrin 
| program in the afternoon. Quarter- | of the. Benny menage turned out their second ditty called “If”.... 
hour news programs are given in | Mickey Rockford, one of MCA’s radio directors, will shuttle between New 

| English morning and noons, while | York and Hollywood so he can devote more time to package and talent 
| 





|35% of evening programs are in| sales. His roving assignment will take him wherever there's a client in 
the mood to buy....Ken Niles cut a sample record of a gab session about 
things that interest the gals most....Lux ran into a controversy over story 
ete., in the English section. rights to “It’s a Wonderful Life” and may do something else March 10. 
Pay is low on the PBC, says 
Brunswick. Employees are civil | y 
servants, so that staff members vil IN CHICAGO Rae 
all sorts of work. Announcers (who | 
'read the 15-minute news bulletins | 
, three times a day) have to fill in on 
other jobs, as in clerical work, 
answering letters, filling out forms, 
,etc. The average pay of announcers 
|is $180 a month; for producers, $250 
,a month. The Hebrew section uses 
jin the main for its dramatic pro- 
| grams, students of the university 
who know Hebrew. Nominal fee for | 
acting in a half-hour show is $3 to 
$5. Fee for a script is $20. 
Brunswick, who was with the RAF 
during the war in Forces Broadcast 
| Service in the Middle East, founded 
a radio theatre there, and wrote and 
directed plays for FBS. He's now 
in America to finish a play, which 


|are given to English police, firemen, 


Lou Cowan hosted at Ambassador hotel press party on arrival here irom 
coast... . Irving Berlin set to add ink to “Mistletoe Song,” penned by Sam 
| Cowling and Jack Owens of “Breakfast Club”....Sole femme disk jockey. 

Rosemary Wayne, adds flacking for Benny Meroff to six-hour per week 
WJJD chores....Ell Henry, ABC Central Division publicity head, off 
to visit Indiana and Kentucky radio scribes... Jimmy (Prof. Backwards) 
Edmondson guesting on Tommy Bartlett Show prior to Chicago theatre 
stint... .Philip Rouda set as veepee at Bozell & Jacobs, takes. charge of 
radio and pix for Chi office. .. .DeWitt Mower, Mutual midwest sales man- 
ager, to Schenectady due to death in family....Wayne King airing new 
Jack Fulton tune, “Quien Sabe”... Jack Ryan back at NBC Central Divi- 
sion flack top desk after short illness. ...John M. Edmands resigns as !ocal 
Community Fund radio head to take over American Cancer Society cam- 
paign....Jan August into Oriental theatre March 20....“Town Meeting 
of the Air” airs from Chi April 3 under Kiwanis Club sponsorship. .. . Bill 
Dooley, longtime WBBM salesman, now account exec at Kuttner & Kutt- 
ner....John Ravenel, former WHFC music director, joins McCann-Erick- 
son staff as writer....I. E. Showerman, NBC Central Division genera! 
manager, and Jules Herbuveaux, program director, both awarded citations 
from Navy for wartime NBC radio aired from Glenview Naval Station. 
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-HUCKSTERS SET TO TAKE 0 





Co-ops Lash Back at Fulton Lewis 
Jabs; Would Put Him on FTC Carpet 


* Washington, March 4. + 


Boiling-mad members of local co- 
operatives petitioned the 
Trade Commission here last Friday 
(28) to compel Mutual commenta- 
tor Fulton Lewis, Jr., to appear be- 
fore the agency and justify charges 


Federal | 


against the co-ops which he has been | 


making on broadcast 


every since 
Feb. 22. Co-op men said FTC 
should also require Lewis to “reveal 


the names of those who are financ- 
ing his attacks.” 


Meanwhile, before FTC could | 
move, Arthur Gaeth, another MBS 
gabber, rushed to the defense of the 


c0-ops and announced yesterday (3) 
he would devote his daily broadcasts 
this week to interviews with co-op 
leaders. “The co-ops have a story to 
tell on the air and I am going to 
see that it is heard,” he said 

Lewis has been winding up hi; 
nightly newscast with a blast at the 
present tax exemptions given co- 
operatives as non-profit organiza- 
tions. He has, the co-op protest de- 
clared, been “following the line of 
argument developed by the National 
Tax Equality Association and found 
to be without basis by the House 
Committee on Small Business.” The 
Potomac Cooperative Federation, 
which joined the Cooperative League 
of the U. S. A. and National Co- 
operatives, Inc., in the petition, said 
Lewis has admitted he receives part 
of his information from the National 


Tax Equality Association—which 
allegedly is plugging for the large 
grocery chains who want the co- 


operatives subject to the same tax 
penalties. The co-ops implied sawte| 
might be partially financed by the 
Association. 

The cooperatives also asked that | 
the Mazor Furniture Co. w ae | 
sponsors Lewis locally, be made a 
party to the complaint. The 
Potomac Federation said it believed 
the company had unknowingly “en- 
gaged in unfair competition and 
defamation of cooperative competi- 
tors in the Potomac area and that 
the company would be glad to have 
the matter thoroughly explored.” 

WDL te Rebroadcast 

Gaeth said he would give time 
Tuesday through Friday of this 
week to interviews with those co- 
op leaders whom Lewis has attacked 
on his broadcasts. Gaeth is heard 
on Mutual at 10 a.m. but normally 
is not carried on WOL here. How- 
ever, this week the station will re- 


broadcast his shows locally at 11 
a.m. daily. 
The Potomac Federation, it was 


pointed out, might also have lodged 
protest with WOL or with FCC 
which already has a file full of kicks 
against Lewis. WOL, to avoid jam 
it is now in with Upton Close, im- 
mediately proffered time to the co- 
operative organizations to reply. 

The Potomac Federation expects 
to be on the air this summer with 
the first cooperatively-owned FM 
radio station, which will operate 
with\the call WCFM. In which case, 
spokesmen said, it will have its own 
mouthpiece to talk back to Mr. 
Lewis. 


CASHMAN PICKED TO 
DIRECT MARTIN SHOW 


Hollywood, March 4 
Edmund Leo Cashman (1-2-3) was 
picked last week by Myron Kirk, 
radio head of the Kudner agency, to 
direct Texaco’s new Sunday 





| 





night | 


CBS entry, The Tony Martin Show. | 


Exclusive to the company, he'll re- 
linquish production of the Hoagy 
Carmichael musical piece and also 
manage the Hollywood office for 
Kudner. 

Takeoff is set for March 30 with 
everyone set but the girl singer, 
who it is hoped will be Metro's 
Jane Powell. Glenn Wheaton scripts, 
Victor Young wields the baton, 
Jimmy Wallington announces, and 
Bob Hope is guestar for the opener 
followed by Eddie Cantor on a 
Straight fee basis. Show will run 
the Texas Co. around $12.500 a 
week. Kirk is remaining in Holly- 
wood until the series gets under 
way. 


| 





| dles with AFRA as its contract 





It’s An Old Story 
Washington, March 4 

WOL-Mutual is consider! 
earmarking some time “just to 
answer Fulton Lewis, Jr.” This 
kickback from the 10,000 coop- 
perative members in the D. C 
area, station men said, is only 
the latest in a long line of sim- 
ilar complaints. 


Most recent incident was 
_ Lewis’ attacks against former 
Housing Administrator Wilson 


Wyatt for refusing to give the 
Chicago Chrysler plant to Pres-_ | 
ton Tucker, new automobile 
manufacturer. WOL narrowly 
averted a suit on that occasion 
and literally put the 
the commentator 

In 1945 WOL was ona tem- 
porary license for a brief time, 
until the station got its lines 
Straight on charges by Lewis 
against the Political Action Com- 
mittee and a study made by a 
Columbia University researche1 
named Leila Sussman. On that 
occasion Miss Susstnan analyzed 
the political complexion of radio 


silencer on 


—-—-— > 





commentators prior to the 1944 
election and Lewis didn't agree 
with her conclusions. 

Before that, the _ largest 
volume of protests came on his 
attacks against the adminisira- 
tion generally, and the late 
Franklin D. Roosevelt in par- 
ticular. 


AFRA Strike In 
Three St. Louis 











Spots Averted —— 


St. Louis, March 4. 

A strike of 125 members of the | 
American Federation of Radio Art- | 
ists employed in three local stations 
—KXOK, KMOX and KWK— 
skedded for midnight Sun. (2), was 
averted six hours before the dead- 
line when the local AFRA board of 
directors heeded requests that the 
walkout be deferred. 

Sterling Harkins, local AFRA 
prexy, said appeals for a no-strike 
action came from execs of KXOK, 
from A. J. Hummert, representing | 
the U. S. Conciliation Service, and 
the local board of education. School 
board is in the midst of a campaign 
to inerease school taxes and the! 
election will be held Friday (5). 

The strike will be called. how- | 
ever, Harkins said, unless the 
union’s demands for a wage hike 
from $55 to $80 for gabbers and a 
30% hike for actors, singers, and 
others, plus a three-week vacation 
with pay, are met by March 12. 
Meantime, negotiations will be re- 
sumed. 

Union originally asked a top scale 
of $85 for gabbers, pointing out they 
had received but one 10° increase 
since 1939, which brought their base 
pay to $55. The stations have offered 
$70 per week. 

In event the strike is called, ob- 
servers in local stations are won- 
dering what the engineers, tech- 
nicians and others, who have no} 
part in the present controversy, will 
do Question arises whether they 
will cross picket lines if lines are 
thrown up, So far the engineers, 
et al. have not announced what 
action they will take. 

KSD, owned and operated by the | 
Post-Dispatch. is continuing hud- 
with 
the union does not expire until 
April 12. The contract and strike 
notices with the other stations have 
expired. 


HURLEIGH EXPANDS 
Chicago, March 4. 
Robert F. Hurleigh, WGN com- 
mentator, started a Mutual sustainer 
network show last Saturday at 8:30- 
8:45 a.m., to be heard weekly in that | 
slot. i 
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Rumblings of national advertise 
gripes which began more than a 
year ago finally erupted and crystal- 


zed Thursday (20) at a meeting in 
New York marked by one of the 
biggest concentrations of top radi 
agency and advertiser. bra 
sutside of an NAB conventio O 
of the huddle came a proposal fo! 
4 permanent commercial 

stitute which, if passed upon, will 
virtually govern the top-level trends 


radio in- 


| and policies of network commercial 


programming. 
discuss further 


A second meeting to 
details has been set 


Elder to Step Out 

Robert F. Elder, 
former assistant to the preside 
at Lever Bros., has asked to be 
permitted to step aside 
man of executive committee of 
the radio council of the Assn. of 
National Advertisers Elde: 
tendered his resignation at the 
meeting Thursday (20) betweer 
members of the ANA, the Four- 
A’s and the networks, pleading 
“pressure of duties’ which made 
it impossible for him to handle 
the job 

At one point last summer 
Elder was offered the post of 
radio rep for ANA, a position 
which the assn. has been trving 
to fill for the past year and a 
half without success. Lever 
Bros. exec declined at the time 

Slated to follow him as chair- 
man of the radio council “exec 
committee is Charles G. Morti- 
mer, General Foods’ veepce. 
favored as a result of his pro- 
posal of an advertiser-network- 
agency organization to run com- 
mercial radio. Likely runner-up 
in case Mortimer can’t take the 
post is Don Stetler, veepee at 
Standard Brands. 


veepct ina 


as cna} 








for next Thursday (6) at the Wal- | 


dorf-Astoria, N. Y. 


Networks, pressured into the 
meeting by the sheer weight of cash 
wielded by the Assn. of National 
Advertisers, were represented by 
their respective presidents who saw 
Charles G. Mortimer, Jr., veepee of 
General Foods, propose an organ- 
izational setup which could eventu- 
ally take from them the guidance of 
sponsored network radio. 


As proposed by Mortimer. the 
new radio institute would have one 


representative each from the ANA. | 











WFIL’s Reverse Switch 


Philadelphia, March 4 
WFIL last week reversed the 
usual pattern by buying spot 
announcements from a grocery 


chain 
WFIL bought 69 spots weekly 
to be aired over the Store 


Broadcasting Co.’s hookup of 30 
Baltimore Markets in the Philly 
area. In addition WFIL and the 
Philly Inquirer, which operates 
the station, are broadcasting 
news bulletins for the interstore 
system. Store Broadcasting is 
owned by John B. Kelly, vice- 
pipers of WIBG. 


WFIL also announced the pur- 
chase of Stve ord messages about 

l programs on the telefia 
outside the Click Cafe, giant 
|} musical bar operated by Frank 


Palumbo 





0 Dwyer, Flamm 
Bids Nixed; FCC 


Gives New k OK 


Washington, 


“finis” to a 





March 4 
Spelling hotly-con- 
tested battle, FCC last Priday (28) 
| awarded the 620 ke wavelength to 
‘the Newark Broadcasting Corp. for 
a new 5 kilowatt, 
station in Newark. 
| town’s third fulltime station. In the 
same package, the Commission ap- 
proved more power and nighttime 
hours for WCAX, Burlington, Vt. 
and WAGE, Syracuse, 
same channel. 
Turned down, 
| Metropolitan Broadcasting 
| whose principals are Jerome and 
Nathan Ohrbach and New York 
Mayor William O'Dwyer. Also re- 
jected was bid of Donald Flamm, 
former owner of WMCA, who 


unlimited time 


Service, 


620 ke slot. New York has plenty 
of service now, FCC said, and the 
radio act requires it to distribute 
| precious channels “on a fair and 
equitable basis among the cities 
and states.” . 








the networks and the Four-A’s. to | 


act as the mouthpieces for perma- | 


nent committees within those or- 
ganizations. The committees would 
meet separately at designated pe- 
riods and make their recommenda- 
tions to their representatives on the 
three-man institute. Final organiza- 
tional details depend upon recom- 
mendations at next Thursday's meet. 

While final approval by 
cerned waits on further meetings 
and intra-organizational correspond- 
ence, ultimate establishment of the 
three-man group is practically a 
concluded fact, with representatives 
from both the Four-A’s and the net- 
works already fingered. Tapped to 
carry the agency banner jis Hereld 
Beck Jordan, top exec of the middle- 
man organization, while the  net- 
works are about agreed upon Ken 
Dyke, NBC veepee, to rep for them. 

Dyke, it’s felt, is an especially 
happy choice since he’s a former 
U. S. Rubber exec who has had ex- 
perience with the sponsor's side of 
the radio question. ANA, which has 
been trying for more than a vear to 
pick a man to represent them in 


| radio matters, has mentioned no one 


in connection with the position but 
probability was expressed that prexy 
Paul West leans to Mortimer on the 
strength of his- proposal. 
Advertiser's Dollar Pays 


Current series of meetings is the 


result of increasing feeling on the, 


part of ANA members and, though 
less strongly, their agencies, that 
they should have a voice in setting 
policy on talent, rates, censorship, 
labor, etc., sentiment being that “it’s 


(Continued on page 42) 


all con- | 


Strausses (Eversharp) 
In Curious Legal Maize 


On ‘Maisie’ Cancellation : 


lannounced last week the American 


N. Y. on the! 


however, was the | 


wanted a Manhattan station on the | 


;one of the sock musical 


|Gambles, the 


} 


| 
| 





iglee at the two major 


j}ups and downs, 


|haven’t exactly 
It will be. the 


; operas. 


AN ANSTITUTE: Lowly Soapers Coming Into Own 
CET NET POLY Again As Housewives Ris Rise in Defense 


The subject of daytime radio as 
t relates to soap operas vs 
types of 


other 
programming is ~-being 
projected into the na- 
ynal limelight again And in such 
a manner as to create unconcealed 
networks that 


prominently 


|} thrive on daytime serial billings, 
iamely NBC and CBS 
In recent years both lay and pro- 
fessional critics have been having a 


field day at the expense of the suds 
sagas, on the contention that they 
add up to escapism and day dream- 
ing to keep the listener in a world 
of wishful thinking. For the most 
part these criticisms have gone un- 
defended — except that so far as the 


advertisers are concerned, they've 
been pouring the same amount of 
coin into sponsorship of the soapers, 
corivinced that they're gettine a 
suretire audience payoff 

In recent weeks, however, the 


trend has been reversing itself. Na- 


tional mags are highlighting articles 
vritten—or told—by housewives who 
,;are championing the serial form of 


{radio entertainment, and a flock of 
}others are preparing such articles 

The repeated efforts over thi 
| few years to make a 
soap opera’s 
most part, 


past 
dent in the 
popularity have, for the 
fizzled out. Owens-Illinois 
a couple of seasons back tried an 
expensive musical comedy format 
with Alfred Drake. but it didn’t pan 
out. The audience participation and 
giveway shows seem to have their 
but make no lasting 
impression on the Hoopers, NBC } 
aggregations 
in all radio, Fred Waring’s Pennsyl- 
vanians, riding cross-the-board in 
the morning. but the Procter and 
General Foods, et al., 
been tripping over 
each other to get to the sales door 
first. 

Eight years ago the 10 top ratings 
in daytime radio included all soap 
Today eight of the top 10 
are serials, The only two that suc- 
cessfully invaded the “sacred por- 
tals’ were ABC’s “Breakfast in Hol- 
lywood” and the CBS noontime 
“Kate Smith Speaks.” 


‘Pep It Up Say 
Soviets to U. S. 


Washington, March 4. 

More “loud, simple and tuneful” 
jazz, flash news and human interest 
items and less bombast and technical 
discussions are being injected into 
this country’s “Voice of America” 
broadcasts to the U.S.S.R. 

After a 10-day trial period, As- 
istant Secretary of State Bill Benton 


Cancellation by Eversharp of the Embassy in Moscow had gauged the 


“Maisie” show, 


bow out of its Friday 
into a curious wife vs. husband legal 
Ann Marlowe, part- 
owner of the “Maisie” package, may 
file suit against Eversharp for 
; breach of contract. Eversharp prexy | 
Martin L. Strauss II is Miss Mar- | 
lowe’s husband. 

Package is owned by the 
Radio Corp., 


entanglement. 


Regis 
comprising Miss Mar- 


lowe, former radio singer; Manny 
Rosenberg, and Larry White. Metro, 
which originally licensed the 


Ann 


show, has 


“Maisie” title and permitted 
Sothern to star on the 
filed suit against Regis, claiming that 
cancellation of the show after 13 
weeks is a breach of the contract 
calling for a 26-week deal. Regis, 
on its part, may be compelled to sue 
Eversharp for the full 26 weeks. 
Eversharp, which bankrolled the 
through the Biow agency for a 
| full 52 weeks before inking the last 
contract, has reportedly pulled out 
because the audience payoff hasn't 
justified the $13,000 weekly talent 
nut. 


| show 


Regis is presently planning to ped- 
dle a new “Maisie” show, with Nell 
Martin, 
current series, signed to write the 
jnew one. 


which is slated to |! Russians’ 
night CBS | 


slot on March 28, has resolved itself \for the work-weary Comrades. 


; 
| 


| Turkey-in-the-Straw 


reaction to the shortwave 
shows as “on the favorable side” 
but added they needed pepping up 


were cool to the 
type of folk 


The Russians 


|'songs beamed in the opening broad- 


| 


casts. Benton said. Benton's office 
here receives a daily critique of the 
| one-hour “Voice of America” shows 
ifrom Ambassador Waiter Bedell 
Smith’s staff in Moscow. 

Nearest thing to enthusiasm regis- 


tered by Les Russes, Benton said, 
is their praise for the “excellent” 
Russian they hear on the U. S. 


broadcasts. The biggest difficulty to 
date has been the terrific sunspot 
interference and poor physical re- 
ception. 

The Soviet Government, accord- 
ing to Benton, has not warned its 
people against listening to our pro- 
grams or to those of the other 12 


‘countries beaming to the USSR. No 


mention of the “Voice of America” 
shows has, however, been carried in 
the Soviet press, though the BBC's 


| Russian broadcasts have been plug- 


who scripted several of the | 
lcasting. almost its entire set 


ging the American programs along 
with their own. 

Benton estimated between 500,000 
and 1,000,000 shortwave sets are in 
service in the Soviet. Since Russia 
uses short wave for domestic broad- 
pro- 
duction is shortwave units. 
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BBC Charged With Intimidating 
Personnel Testifying on Corruption 





London, Feb. 27. + 


caeiuent Attlee, Britain’s Premier,| me 
has just received a detailed state- Binnie Barnes Opens 


ment accusing British Broadcasting 
€orp. producers of threatening radio 


artists with complete disbarment 
from the air if they give evidence 





on corruption in Broadcasting House. 


Some of these producers have also | 


sent threatening letters to 
agents who represent these acts. 
The statement was sent to Attlee 
by Wing - Commander 
Cooper, Parliament member who im- 


some 


stigated the official inquiry by the | 
bribery and cor- | 
j 


government into 
ruption in the BBC. Cooper accom- 
panied his “threat evidence” with a 
completely independent report on 
the activities of BBC personnel. He 
told Variery: “I have _ witnessed 
statements from people in the va- 
riety world who were personally 
threatened by BBC men with being 
permanently kept off the air if they 
assisted Sir Valentine Holmes, who 
is conducting the official inquiry 
into broadcasting corruption. 

Sir Valentine is conducting a 
thorough check, but many people 
are afraid to appear before him in 
case BBC personnel involved in the 
corruption allegations counter-at- 
tacked by keeping them off the air 
and so ruining their careers.” 

Findings of the government in- 
quiry are expected to be ready in 
14 days time, but they will not be 
published then, and at present there 
is no intention of making its results 
public. 


The report will be sent simultan- 
ecusly to Lord Inmam, chairman of 
the BBC board of governors, and Sir 
William Haley, director-general of 
the BBC. A special meeting of the 
board is to be called to discuss the 
report and decide what action should 
be taken against Broadcasting House 
personnel against whom corruption 
allegations are proved. But it is 
understood the report will not con- 
tain any really startling accusations 
against producers, 

The official probe has involved 
interviewing dozens of witnesses, in- 
cluding top and low grade BBC staff 
members, variety artists and dance 
band leaders. 

If the Holmes report does not 
throw complete light on serious al- 
legations made by Cooper, he in- 
tends to fight until, as he says, “the 
people responsible are brought to a 
court of justice, and where neces- 
sary, imprisoned.” 





| from 

'into live programming—and with a 
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' Hollywood star yet!—Binnie Barnes. | cast it the next day. 

Geoffrey | 
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4 Hub Stations Offer 
Assist in Pioneering 
N. E. Radio Education 


Boston, March 4. 


Experimental radio venture to be 
launched over WBZ, WBZA (NBC), 
WEEI (CBS), WNAC (Mutual) and 
WCOP (ABC) on July 7 for a three- 
week period and designed to im- 
prove quality of educational pro- 
grams over regional stations, puts 
New England weli ahead in pioneer- 
ing radio education. 


New venture, supplementing the 
already flourishing Lowell Institute 


broadcasts of three _ educational 


series weekly over these four top 
ranking Hub stations, is called a 
summer radio workshop and is spon- 
sored by the N. E. Committee on 
Radio in Education and Boston Uni- 
versity 
radio stations named. 


Workshop is directed by Dr. Ever- 


ett L. Austin, director of secondary 
education of Rhode Island, assisted 
by 15 specialists in various phases 


of radio. Enrollees in the workshop 
will be teachers, principals, super- 
visors, librarians and school super- 
intendents, 
eredits in the B. U. School of Edu- 
cation for application toward a 
bachelor’s or master’s degree. 
School is limited to 200 enrollees 
for first session. Ben Hudelson, 
newly appointed educational direc- 
tor of WBZ, is consultant. 


DuPont Award to Davis 


Among DuPont awards to be 
handed out this year, that in the 
commentator category will go to 
Elmer Davis. 

Awards will be made Saturday 
(8) and will include several other 
categories. Recipient names are 
being kept under wraps. 





in cooperation with the 


who will receive four 


; Rochester, N.Y. 


Breakfaster on KFVD 


Holty wood, March 4. 


Another growing-vp step was 


taken by Los Angeles radio this | py 
Indie KFVD, recently hiked | .° 


week. 


1,000 to 5,000 watts, launched 


Station bowed yesterday ‘(Mcn- 


| addition 
‘transcribed the show and rebroad- 


WCAU’s Brotherly Love 
Spills Over Into Jersey 


Philade!phia, March 4. 

In a spirit of friendly coopera- 
tion, WCAU, Philly, and WSNJ, 
Bridgeton, N. J., teamed up in a 
public service effort to plug the 
South Jersey town. 

Bridgeton was the subject of a 
| “salute” program, one of a series 
which WCAU is running on differ- 
lent cities in its listening area. The 
| show was aired Sunday (2). WSNJ 
| helped plug its “big brother's” show 
running free spot announcements 
calling attention to the show. 
the South 





Jersey outlet 


“Breakfast With Binnie and Mike,” ) the smaller station. 


(Binnie Barnes and husband, Mike 
| Frankovich), 
from 8:30 to 9 a. m., Monday through | 


Chit-chat session airs | 


Friday and it’s first of its type to 
originate here. 

Participating sponsorship is 
planned, show having opened with 
two local accounts. Four more may 
be added for maximum of six. Novel 
treatment of commercials will be 
tried with plugs being spotted only 
in the running patter instead of end 
and midriff traditionals. The station 
alto recently added maestro Al 
Donahue as a disk jockey with a 
five-times weekly afternoon session, 


| 





and plans further expansion into | 
live programming in its dress-up | 
drive. 





Price Subpoena 
Cues Hearst Call 


Washington, March 4. 





poena for Gwilym Price, president 


of the Westinghouse Electric Corp., 
to appear and testify in behalf of his 
company’s request for 50 kilowatts 
for WOWO, Ft. Wayne. Request for 
Price was made by Dorothy 
Thackrey, owner of WLIB, New 
York, which is seeking nighttime 
hours in a mutually-exclusive appli- 


FCC last Friday (28) issued a sub- | 





cation on WOWO's wavelength. 


FCC’s subpoena for the top brass 
at Westinghouse was regarded by 
observers here as meaning that 
commission stands ready to sub- 
poena publishef William Randolph 
Hearst himself when the FCC is 
finally permitted by the court to 
hear the license renewal of Hearst 
station WBAL, Baltimore. Hearst, 
however, may come east voluntarily 
rather than wait for subpoena, it 
was reported. 


Gwilym Price’s appearance is sig- 
nificant since he has no contract 
whatever with operation of West- 
inghouse Radio Stations, Inc., a sub- 
sidiary corporation of the parent 
company. FCC had earlier insisted 
on hearing testimony from principals 
in the case of Howard Hughes of the 
Hughes Tool Co. and Tommy Lee 
of Don Lee Network. Both of these 
were excused, however, on doctors’ 
representations. | 





Ersatz Sackcloth 


Shrinks Going To 
Radio Cleaners 


Washington, March 4. 

Clergymen are called upon to “put | 
away the pea-shooters” and to 
buckle down to extensive use of the 
modern techniques—radio and mo- 
tion pictures—by Navy Chaplain 
Monroe Drew, Jr. 

Drew, in charge of the Navy’s 
morale film project, presses the use 
of new media to save souls in the 
current issue of “The Army and 
Navy Chaplain,” official publication 
of the Chaplains Assn. Use of them 
up to now for religious purposes has 
been hammy, according to Drew. 

“It is still evident,” writes Drew, 
“that few of our clergy have awak- 
ened to even the most conservative 
vision of possibilities in a wise and 
strategic use of those modern tools 
of propaganda which lie at our very 
fingertips. 

“We have only to spin the dials 
of our radios through the gamut of 
religious programs to get a painful 
demonstration of our lack of imag- 
ination, skill, or even good sense. If 
we are not merely adding our 
‘friends of the air’ to a somewhat 
abbreviated version of typical serv- 
ices of worship, or putting a super- 


tively well - known 
lecture or sermon, we are making 
day as well as night hideous with 
the strained but sanctimonious 
howls of untrained and mediocre 
singers...to say little of the well- 
meaning but ham-acting brethren of 
the makeshift cloth who pay their 
way into the microphones of a thou- 
sand ‘coffee pot’ radio stations with 
about the poorest excuse for prop- 
aganda imaginable. 

“The Christian might profit great- 
ly by speculating as to what Jesus 
might have done if today’s tools had 
been commonplace 2,000 years ago... 
And the Jew might ask himself in 
all seriousness what use Elijah, or 
Moses, or Amos might have made of 
radio, or the motion picture or tele- 





vision!...” 





While There Are 


Washington, March 4. 

Over 100 FM applicants, including 
the country’s biggest labor unions, 
have apparently come to the con- 
clusion that without a standard 
broadcast station to support it, FM 
won't be a sound investment for 
some time to come, 

FCC figures show that approxi- 
mately 115 bidders have dismissed 
FM permits in the past year and a 
half and another 15 have actually 
turned back pérmits or conditional 
grants. The number one reason, ac- 
cording to Commission men, was 
failure to win an AM station license, 
coupled with scarcity of FM sets on 
the market. Lack of enough capital 
to finance a joint AM-FM operation 
was also blamed by some of those 
quitting the FM field. (Others pulled 
out earlier when they saw no hope 
'of beating out competition for the 
| choice markets. ) 
Last week, 





the Amalgamated 


| Broadcasting System, owned by the 
_CIO’s Amalgamated Clothing Work- 


turned back an FM grant in 
“Changing condi- 


ers, 


Non-AM FM Hopefuls Ditching Idea; 


No Sets, It's No Go 


tions in Rochester” was quoted as 
reason for the move. The union 
said it would hang on to applications 
for New York and Chicago. Amal- 
gamated, which earlier pulled out 
of FM in'Philly, has no standard 
broadcast bids on file. 

Meanwhile, FCC men pointed to 
the United Automobile Workers 
| (CIO) which is hot after an AM sta- 
‘tion to bulwark its FM operation in 
| Detroit. The depleted UAW treas- 
\ury, however, is not expected to be 
equal to supporting independent or 
even joint AM-FM operations in 
Chicago and Cleveland where other 
bids are on file. The union has 
withdrawn from Newark, N. J.,, 
and Los Angeles and is expected to 
pull out of Flint, Mich. 

The AFL's chip-heavy Interna- 
tional Ladies Garment Workers is 
the only union with more than one 
FM request in the hepper which has 
not pulléd out some of its applica- 
| tions. 
| bid for standard stations to support 
FM operations in New York, Boston, 
Philly, Los Angeles, Chattanooga and 
St. Louis. 

Three other FM permittees turned 
| back their permits last week. 








j the 
WCA¥ reciprocated by acknowl- | heen postponed to March 31. Meet- | 
day) new daily family-type show, edging the help and cooperation of | 


dignified spotlight upon some rela- | under 


But ILGWU recently voted to | 


jtors in use of the mike. 


FCC, in ‘No Trafficking’ Mood, Sets 
Hearing on Hubbard's KSTP Bic 





Swezey Heads NAB’s 
Code-Drafting Body 


Washington, March 4. 
Robert Swezey, veepee and gen- 
eral manager of Mutual, will head 
| up NAB’s committee to draft a new 





N | “standards of practice,” it was an- 


nounced Friday (28). At the same 
| time NAB said the March 5 date of 
code committee meeting has 


ing of the Program Executive Com- 
mittee has also been shifted to April 


+ Washington, March 4. 


Frankly indicating it wanted no 
trafficking in radio licenses, FCC 
last Friday (28) set down for hear. 
ing March 13 in Washington, two 
competing bids to buy prize radio 
station KSTP, Minneapolis. 

Bidders are station manager and 
25° stockholder Stanley Hubbard 
versus 24 local businessmen who 
vigorously oppose Hubbard's terms 
of purchase. They are designated as 
I, A, O'Shaughnessy et al., and the 
Thomas Hamm Brewing Co. 

FCC hit hard at Hubbard’s plan 
| to buy out the 75% bloc of KSTP 
| for $825,000 with an option to 





1 and 2. Both the code gnd program | sell the same bloc within six or s« ven 
committees will meet at the Wal-| months of FCC okay to the Crosley 
dorf-Astoria in New York City. | Broadcasting Corp. for approxi- 

Meanwhile, the Association last | ™ately $1,200,000. Hubbard would 
Thursday (27) announced the mem-| get the dough to buy KSTP from 
bership of a five-man committee to | Crosley and/or its parent company, 
study proposals of the nets and | the Aviation Corp., in the first place, 
AFRA on a new contract. Thej|and then retransfer the stock at a 


group, which was set up at request | profit. 
of the NAB board, will meet in; The FCC hearing order said it 
Washington, March 5. Committee | would investigate “whether the 


members are: Roger Clipp, WFIL, | transfer ‘of KSTP) to Hubbard is 


Omaha; I. R. Lounsberry, WGR, 
Buffalo, and Herb Pettey, WHN, 
New York. 





FCC, House Group 


In Lovefes 


Washington, March 4. 
Prospect of an FCC investigation 
by the House Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce Committee appeared un- 
likely last week following an all- 
day appearance of FCC members and 
department heads before’ Rep. 
Charles Wolverton (R., N.J.), and 

his colleagues on the committee. 


In fact, at wind-up of the closed 
session, both Wolverton and FCC 
Chairman Charles R. Denny, Jr., 
were so pleased with *the results 
both promptly issued mutually con- 
gratulatory press releases. 
.Wolverton said the meeting was 
the first of a series with al! agencies 
the committee’s purview. 


clergymen’s | There was no discussion of specific 


legislative proposals for FCC, he 
said, adding that the committee felt 
much happier about thifgs at FCC 
since the commissioners had come up 
in person. 


Denny described the committee 
hearing as an “exploratory” one 
and “very worthwhile.” He added: 
“In the past, Congressional commit- 
tees have had to depend upon an- 
nual reports by the agencies and 
formal hearings on particular bills 
to learn about the administrative 
| agencies and the various regulatory 
, problems facing them, 


“On the whole, these meetings 
should prove to be a very flexible 
{procedure whereby the entire ma- 
chinery of government—both legis- 
jlative and executive—can be made 
to function more smoothly.” 


Happy sendoff of FCC with the 
committee does not mean, however, 











‘later development within the com- 
| mittee itself, one Republican mem- 
‘ip declared. 


} 


_ Mutual’s Daytime Shifts 


Mutual’s “Queen for a Day” will 
| hit the air from 2 to 2:30 p.m., half 
hour earlier than now heard, start- 
ing March 31. New slot gives week- 
| day giveaway program “a more ex- 
| panded listening audience,” net says. 





that an investigation may not come | 
| from other House members or be a | 


Philadelphia: John Elmer; WCBM, | for the purpose of providing a bona 
| Baltimore: John J. Gillin, Jr... WOW, | ide broadcast service by 


the 

| posed transferee or for the purpose 
{of a retransfer at a higher price.” 
|Commission is also interested to 
jlearn “the method and manner of 
,control over KSTP by transferee, 
| Hubbard, including what influence 
and/or 


pro- 


control, if any, would be 
exercised by Crosley Broadcasting 
Corp. (or AVCO, the parent come 


pany) prior to the exercise of the 
| option between Hubbard and Cros- 
| ley to acquire control of KSTP.” 


| AVCO through Crosley’ Broad- 
{casting Corp. already owns the 
|powerful 50 kw _ station WLW, 


|Cincy, and WINS, New York City. 
One of the issues in the hearing, 
FCC said, would be to decide what 
overlap service would result from 
stations commonly owned. In other 
words, could Crosley legally hold 
WLW and KSTP if it developed 
their service areas duplicated each 
other in violation of the FCC's rule 
{on dual ownership? 

Another headache in the disposal 
| of the St. Paul station was uncov- 
| ered by FCC. Harking back to al- 
|legedly illegal contracts held by 
ichurches and former owners in 
radio stations, the FCC said it would 
study an “agreement of Nov. 23, 1927 
between KSTP and the St. Paul 
Assn. of Commerce granting the 
latter certain rights and interest in 
}and to the station.” FCC wanis to 
know what effect that contract may 
have on freedom of any new licen- 
see to run the station as he sees fit. 

FCC men indicated a growin 

number of cases which “look to FC 
like trafficking in licenses’—a prac- 
tice specifically forbidden in the 
radio statute. The commission re- 
cently gave this as reason for setting 
for hearing a proposed sale of radio 
station WTMV, East St. Louis, IIl, 
to Evansville-on-the-Air for $325,- 
000. Present owner Myles Johns had 
| purchased the station less than two 
| years ago at a figure around $100,000. 


ROGER BAKER TO HEAD 
ALBUQUERQUE’S KOB 


Cincinnati, March 4. 
| Roger Baker, recently resigned 
| from the staff of WLW, has been ap- 
pointed general manager of KOB, 
50,000-watt station in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico. The announcement 
was made today (Tues.), by the Al- 
buquerque Broadcasting Co. 
Baker’s resignation from WLW 
was announced several weeks ago 
and becomes effective March 15. He 














| will proceed at once to take up his 
| new duties, 


Albuquerque station is an NBC 


|Miles Labs picks up a 15-minute | affiliate and operates on 770 kilo- 


tab on 
| taining. 


| Shift cues time changes in three 
other Mutual afternoon items: Jackie 
Hill Show moves from 1-1:15 to 3:45- 
|4; Cedric Foster's co-op from 2-2:15 
jto 1-1:15: Harlem 
| from 3:30-4 to 2:30-3., 


“Queen”; other half is sus- 





WCCO BRIEFS SOLONS 


Minneapolis, March 4. 
WCCO is making sure state legis- 
latures know what it is all about, 
radiowise. 


It conducted a class in radio 


j 


Hospitality Club | 





cycles. 





WCOP’s Free-For-All 


Boston, March 4. 

Everybody's a news commentator 
in a new WCOP (ABC) series be- 
ginning this week. 

Station is sponsoring 23 weekly 
newspaper editors in the Greater 
Boston area as commentators on #n 
11:10 p. m. slot. They'll take turns 
and are given a free rein to handle 
the chore as they see fit, tackling 
national, local or eommunity issues 
or giving newscasts for their towns 


ore attended by some 40| and cities. Series launched March 
aH ons. E. W. Ziebarth, CBS edu-|3 with A. E. Larsson, editor of 
cation director, conducting the class, | the Wellesley Townsman. Wellesley, 


instructed representatives and sena- 


| home of swank gal’s colloge, one of 


} wealthiest Hub suburbs. 
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~ WNBT PREPS 


WIBG, Philly News Pool Interests In 
New Quaker Outlet for DuM. Web 


Philadelphia, 

The Philadelphia Daily News 
evening tabloid, and WIBG last week 
teamed up to file an application with 


the FCC to construct a new televi- 
sion station in this city 

The new company will be known 
as the WIBG-Philadelphia Daily 
News Television Corp Both the 


News and WIBG had each previously 
applied for video outlets 

The FCC had advised the News to 
make certain technical changes in 
its original plans, and WIBG, along 
with other major Philly stations, had 
withdrawn its application when the 
war interrupted progress being made 
in the field. In 1946, when interest 
in the field was locally renewed and 
the FCC began considering the tele- 
situation in Philadelphia, both 
decided to 


wiein 
visi 


organizations combine 
their interests 

However, it 
there was no 
station and the 


was emphasized that 
tieup between 
newspaper, and it 
was pointed out in this connection 
that the two other Philly dailies, 
the Inquirer and the Bulletin, both 
have radio affiliations. The Inquirer 


March 4. 





the | 


owns WFIL and the Bulletin owns | 


WPEN and recently acquired WCAU 
through the package deal involving 
purchase of the Philadelphia Record. 

The new corporation 


proposes to} 


utilize the former WIBG transmitter | 


building and tower in suburban 
Cheltenham Township for the new 


station’s transmitter, with studios to | 


be constructed both in the 
WIBG studio downtown 
John Wanamaker store. 

An expenditure of approximately 
$500,000 will be involved in bringing 
the new tele station to Philly. 


present 
and the 


Of- | 


ficers of the new corporation include | 


chairman of the 
board; Paul E, Harron, president; 
Lee Ellmaker and John Morgan 
Davis, vice-presidents, and K. A. 
Harron, secretary and treasurer. 
The new station, .it is believed, 
will become the Philadelphia outlet 
of the DuMont television network. 


John B Kelly, 


TBA, Realtors Huddle 
To Mull Interim Plan 
In Tele Aerial Snafu 


Television Broadcasters’ Assn.’s 
special sub-committee on apartment 
house installations was slated to meet 


with the N. Y. Realty Board yester- | 


day (Tues.) afternoon tg submit an 
interim plan for the immediate in- 
stallation of video sets in multiple- 
apartment dwellings. Details of the 
plan are being kept under wraps 
until it's learned whether the realty 
board will accept it. 

Plan was developed by the TBA 
committee, headed up by Ernest 
Marx, salesmanager of DuMont tele 
Fact that the plan 
described as an interim arrangement 
indicates it’s not a master antenna 
system, which most N. Y. apartment 
house owners have demanded be 
developed before they'll permit in- 
stallation of tele sets in their build- 
ings. Landlords have complained 
that the present necessity for each 
individual set to have its own an- 
tenna constitutes a fire hazard and 
also would make the roofs look like 
pincushions. 

Recognizing the immediate neces- 
sity for such a system by set manu- 
facturers, Marx last week sent a 
letter to all manufacturers of elec- 
tronic equipment, inquiring whether 
they have produced or are develop- 
ing a multiple antenna capable of 
operating a large number of sets. 


Was 


receivers. 


L.A. Coliseum Adopts 
Wait-and-See on Tele 


Hollywood, March 4 

Los Angeles Coliseum is issuing 
contracts entitling the stadium to 
retain all television rights to events 
held on the premises, with the ex- 
ception of the Los Angeles Rams 
pro football team. which has a con- 
tract with two years left to run not 
video. 
Stadium officials feel video is 
quantity ind do not 
want to let it slip out of then 


covering 
still 
an unknown 


: ' 
natias., 


| Producer-Director: 


| mediately. 


claimed 
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GOLDEN GLOVES TOURNAM ‘NT 

Announcer: Joe Wilson 

Director: Don Cook 

Three Hours, Thurs. (27), 8:30 p.m. 
(CST) 

GENERAL MILLS 

WBKB (ABC), Chicago 


(Knox-Reeves) 

Video at ringside, whether it be 
boxing or wrestling, has always 
made for best televiewing from this 
outlet. This 


show, however, sur- 
passes other sports remotes. Offer- 
ing a clear three-hour picture of 
never-slowing parade of _ three- 
rounders, Golden Gloves via tele- 
vision was a ringside bargain for any 


nent tan, 
WBKB, which has continuously 
aired bout from smaller arena, 


managed to spot its cameras to nifty 
advantage in huge Chicago Stadium. 
One of two cameras overlooked ring 
at about 30-degree angle, showing a 
good overhead picture of entire go- 


ings-on. Other lens came in for 
closeups which brought viewers 


sharp scenes of battle principals. 

Long a sports must, Chi Tribune- 
sponsored Golden Gloves tourna- 
ment brings fast-paced show, with 
short bouts following each other at 
two-minute intervals. 

Announcer Joe Wilson’s comment 
is tailor-made for video. Wilson 
cleverly leans more to commentary 
than description, allowing. pix to 
speak for themselves. Without using 
regular broadcast type of blow-by- 
blow stuff, he acts as guide and asks, 


“Did you notice that left?” o1 
“Smith looks tired, doesn’t he?” 
Interspersing the neat. chatter 


with humor, Wilson kept show going 
between rounds with interesting bits 
of boxers’ background and previous 
performances 

Pictures came through clear and 
sharp and cameramen did excellent 
job of catching every blow And 
32 bouts an evening ought to be 
enough for anyone. 


WHERE THERE’S A WILL 
With Carel Goodner, Mary Patton, 

Cyrilla Dorn, Alexander Clark 
Fred Cee 
Writer: Lex Richards 
Set: Bob Wade 
25 Mins.; Sun. (2), 8:45 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WNBT-NBC, N. Y. 

Production of “Where There’s a 
Will.” new play by Lex Richards, on 
WNBT last Sunday (2) night, offered 
further evidence that television of- 
fers a near-perfect medium for the 
almost extinct one-acters. Running 
25 minutes, “Will” was much easier 
to take than the full-length, three- 
act plays which have become 
WNBT’'s Sunday night forte. With 

(Continued on page 40) 


WCBS, Viewtone Mixup 
Backs Up DuMont Claim 


Qn New Transmitter 


DuMont 


television, which prom- 
ised that its new transmitter cur- 
rentiv under construction would be 


the most powertul in the country, is 
apparently living up to that promise 
Presently off the air until the new 


transmitter has been fully tested, 
DuMont put out a test pattern last 
Thursday (27) night. Almost im- 


viewers watching the 
regular show on WCBS-TV (CBS. 
N. Y.) phoned CBS claiming some- 
thing had gone wrong with their pic- 


ture. Check by CBS engineers re- 
vealed that all the calls had come 
from Viewtone set owners Engi- 


neers claimed the high-powered Du- 
Mont signal had revealed a defect in 
Viewtone sets, affected the 
CBS picture 

Viewtone 
mitted the 
stymied 11 
it was 


signal, 


which 


prexy Irving Kane ad- 
DuMont had 
Viewtone but 
the CBS’ 
which over- 
DuMont and therefore 
images. Defect, 
immediately 
the 
new 


signal 

sets 
result of 
weak was 
shadowed by 
resulted in 
Kane declared. was 
corrected in all 11 sets 
simple expedient of inserting a 
condense the cost to 
the set owner of sets put 
out in the will in- 
clude the 


ghost 
through 


sets, ata 
50c. All 

future. of course, 
coils tuned to 


Kane 


into 


the new 


, 
nighner sald, 


frequencies, 


|announced at 


|; operation, 


FOR 


MORE LIoTENE RG 
GUE MORE CON 


NBC television, acting on the as- 
sumption that the greater numbe 
of sets now in the homes of N. Y 


viewers provides more potential 


buyers fol products plugged ~~ on 


video, will boost its time charges 
for tele sponsors in the near future 
It's been learned that top brass at 


*WNBT. the web’s N. Y 
are waiting only until a sponsor is 
signed for telecasts of the N. Y. 
Giants home baseball games before 
upping the prices on its rate card 
WNBT was the first station in the 
country to issue a rate card, putting 
it out early last year when there 
were an estimated 7,500-10,000 sets 
operating in the N. Y. area. NBC 
the time that it was 
only a tentative schedule. established 
for the 


ment 


tele outlet 


commercial 
period.” Today, with 
than 17,000 sets now in 
WNBT apparently be- 

the preliminary period has 
Details of the new rate 

schedule are being kept sub rosa un- 
til the Giants’ sponsor is found 
WABD (DuMont. N.Y.) 

WCBS-TV (CBS, N. Y.) have no 
immediate plans for boosting their 
time charges, both of which went 
into effect shortly after the original 
WNBT schedule. NBC move is ap- 
parent effort to lift their station’s 
operating expenditures out of the 
red. where they've been sunk since 
tele first went commercial back in 
1941. Move was apparently cued by 
the announcement several weeks ago 
that WBKB (Balaban & Katz, Chi- 
cago) had doubled its time charges 
with a doubling of the number of 
sets in the Chi area. Capt. Bill Eddy, 
WBKB station manager. hopes to 
begin operating at a profit within 
the next six months. 
N. Y.’s 17,000 


Although actual figures on the 
number of tele sets now operating 
in N. Y. are impossible to obtain, a 
survey of ‘several of the leading 
manufacturers indicates the 17,000 
estimate may be correct. DuMont has 
delivered about 1,000 sets since the 
end of the war, most of which went 
to homes in Metropolitan N. Y., and 
}is currently turning them out at the 
rate of 50 a day. In the four-week 
period ending Feb. 23, DuMont ship- 
|ped more than $875,000 worth of 
receivers and still has back orders 
totaling more than $3,100,000. Com- 
pany is gradually hypoing its pro- 
duction rate and hopes to turn out 
15,000-20,000 for 1947. 

Viewtone, which didn’t begin pro- 


‘initial develop 


estimates 
ot more 
lieves 


passed 


and 


Sets 


duction until the middle of 1946, has 
delivered more than 4,000 sets to 
date Firm is currently having 
trouble .getting cabinets and. with 


about 1.100 sets on the floor awaiting 
temporarily slowed its 
pace. RCA. which has 


has 
_proauction 


boxes, 


frozen information on set produc- 
tion. is believed to have neared the 
10.000 goal originally set for 1946. 
Some of these. however, were 


slotted for other cities than N. Y. In 
addition, RCA prexy David Sarnoff 
recently predicted the entire in- 


dustry would turn out more than 
200.000 sets during 1947 

WNBT's” present time charges 
range from $750 per hour ‘plus a 


$100 transmitter charge) to $250 for 
10 minutes for live studio shows. 
Included in the charges are five 
hours of free camera rehearsal time 
with each hour show and 1% hours 


for a 10-minute show. For com- 
parison, WCBS-TV charges a flat 
$150 per hour for either rehearsal 
or z:ctual broadcast. so that with 


he same five hours of rehearsal for 
hour's show. the CBS figure 
$900. WABD charges $300 
broadcast time and $65 
rehearsal, asking for a 
hours 
hour. 


each 
vould be 
pel nou of 
per hour of 


larantee of two rehearsal 


time tor 


H’d AC to House Tele Acad 


Hollywood, March 4. 

The Hollywood Athletic Club will 
serve as the temporary headquarters 
of the Academy of Television Arts 
and Sciences. and at its next meeting 
membership stand- 
ards will be taken up. Some 200 are 
now unofficially associated with the 


each broadcast 


the 


question of 


, group. 


— 


RATE BOOST 





| 


| 


| advertising 


Plug-Usly Sponsors Face Real Task 


To Get Distasteful Enough for Tele 





anaes + St. Louis, March 4 
‘ What may happen to plug-uglies 
Ladies Day vh television is rece. 1 Into 
Chicago, Marc 4 homes in the volume that radio now 
Whether it be a trend or not, is, Was disctissed editorially last 
a disk jockey show will be tele week by the St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
vised from ladies lounge of hotel | (Pulitzer), whose KSD becarhe the 
here when Ernie Simon brings tion's first newspape wher ‘= 
many disk intics before dio station to successful D icast 

WBKB cameras from Continental ision progran 

hotel this week The paper, which has been bate 
This marks first time Chi video tling against commercial plug-uglies 
takes on platter show, and the since the middle of World War II 
Simon method promises to be said, “One of the best features of 
unique. Jock, who is regularly television is that it presents such a 


heard via WJJD. uses gimmick 
of breaking into vocal at certain 


spots by stopping turntable, 
“conversing” with singe and 
receiving aS answers next line 


ot son 


Ford, GF to Step 
Out Tele-Wise 


Ford Motors and General Foods, 
which last week signed to co-spon- 
sor telecasts of Brooklyn Dodgers’ 
home games over WCBS-TV (CBS, 
N.Y.), are both prepping for heavy 
expansion in video advertising. 

GF, which makes its video 
with the Dodger games, has set up 
a special tele committee headed by 
Howard M. Chapin, to handle its tele 





Committee is shopping 


around for .other shows currently 
and, although no commitments have 
been made, is expected to sign for 
a studio show over WNBT, (NBC, 
N.Y.) GF recognizes, according to 
Chapin, that tele will not pay off 
as an ad medium immediately but 
wants to gain experience and also 


get a foothold on the choice time 
slots still available. Firm’s tele ad- 
vertising will be split among Young 
& Rubicam, Benton & Bowles and 
Foote, Cone & Belding. 

Ford, probably the top spender in 
tele to date, has concentrated its 
entire investment on remote pick- 
ups of sports events. J. Walter 
Thompson agency, which handles 
the account, is now shopping for a 
co-sponsor for telecasts of the Chi- 
cago Cubs’ home games over WBKB 
(Balaban & Katz, Chicago). Ford 
is also expected to bankroll tele- 
casts of the Detroit Tigers’ home 
games, as soon as the first station 
begins commercial operation in De- 
troit. WWJ, owned and operated by 
the Detroit News, {s expected to 
go on the air this month, and ABC 
is also prepping for an early video 
start in Detroit. 


Fashion Fair to Help 
Sell Tele—So It May 
Later Help Sell Gowns 


Fashion industry's first all-embrac- 
ing exposition is set for a showman- 
ship hypo in its Madison Square 
Garden, N. Y., opening June 12 to 
June 18, with television definitely 
in the forefront. While fair will be 
meant specifically for the industry, 
show biz angles are being worked 
n to attract the wandering con- 
sumer. 

Special pitch is being 
chairman of the Fashion 
mittee. Tex McCrary, for television 
medium for apparel industry 
advertising. With plans still being 
worked out for detailed showings, 
t present development 


made by 
Fair com- 


as a 


the huge stage in the Gar- 


> modelled after the viewing 


screen on a video receiver. with en- 
tire presentation produced exactly 
like a television show. Pending 
clearance of engineering details, the 


show will be 
placed at 
inside the Garden 
it will be 


tire 
enclre 


transmitted lo 
recelvel Various points 
while portions of 
scheduled as regular pro- 
gramming by New York stations 
Since radio has never 


been a sat- 


isfactory medium for the apparel 
industries. execs in that business 
have becn looking to television as a 
means oi: getting their plugs acros 


(Continued on page 40) 


bow |} 


problem to 
ugly plugs 


those advertisers with 
It will be a task to make 


something reasonably pictorial and 
suitably distasteful out of deodor- 
ints, pills and soap dish jelly. We 
don't know how the DO! will 
urmount the problen But ire 


ifraid they might 


“Anyone ingenious enough to fig- 


ure out a tooth powder with a 
‘built-in mouthwash effect’ plus a 
wintergreen flavor as well, is likely 
to take television in stride. Such 


stuff has been on the radio. but onlv 
time will tell whether television can 
produce something twice as bad. 
“After listening to 
is possible to 
screen 


plug-uglies, it 
imagine a 
presenting 


television 
dramatized vere 


sions of hair falling, stomachs acidiz- 
ing and folks growing older than 
35. There could be pleasant famils 
scenes involving mother who is 


dull, father who is tired and Junior 
who is nervous, all being improved 
by animated pills rolling down dia- 
grammed intestinal tracts, until 
everybody glows with health 

“Not that anyone will look long at 
it. Television has been introduced 
a great new mediumeg for 
service, and anything close to a 
plug-ugly would make it look like a 
medium for public revulsion. But it 
a point that struggling new televi- 
sion stations, tempted by advertising 
revenue, will have to consider. Ii 
they bill radio's taste on a 
screen, the audience won't have to 
take Alka-Seltzer to get prompt re- 
lief.” 


as 


publie 


Ss 


television 


No FCC Compromise 
In Color Tele Decision, 


Expected About March 17 


Washington, March 4. 


FCC decision on the color tele- 
vision question is expected to be 
handed down during the week of 


March 17, and certainly before the 
end of this month. 

Despite reports of a compromise 
decision that would placate both 
CBS and the black and white pro- 
ponents, it’s believed the FCC will 
not hand out a commercial permit 
for CBS color without setting stand- 


ards at the same time Decision is 
expected either to approve or nix 
the CBS bid for color standards all 


the way, consequently. 

FCC, meanwhile, is keeping strict- 
ly mum on the subject. 
tremely reluctant to say 
about the imminent 
present time. 


DETROIT STATION RUNS 
FIRST TEST TRYOUT 


Detroit's 
station 


rath 
day) with a 


bein >, CXe 
anything 


decision at the 


television 
(Ttries- 
power trons- 


Iv as at t of 


first operating 


preemed yesterday 


reduced 


mission intended lara: 


equipment. Outict own-d by the 
Detroit News. which also owns ra- 
dio station WWJ. and will transmit 
on Channel 4, as an NBC affiliate 
Video studio facilities are arranged 
in conjunction with WU radio sta- 
tion and have been fully completed. 
Transmitter on the Penobscot Build- 


transmit at 
Schedule set un calls 


ng is finished enough to 
reduced power 


for Monday-through-Friday opera- 
tion 12 hours a week, all but twe de- 
voted to test patterns with music 


The live shows will be split into fou 

eegments,. with a half-hour in after- 
noon and evening of Tuesdays and 
Fridays 


Stato: has no 


reaqay 


remote equipment 


to operate as vet. 


eet 
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STORY OF AN IDEA... It began with Alexander 


Graham Bell, born one hundred years agg, on March 


3, 1847. He gave thé world the telephone and lent his 
name to the great Bell ‘Telephone System with its 
family of millions of subscribers. 

Early in its career the telephone was enlisted for 
service as well as communication. Our history is full 
of valiant telephone operators who warned endangered 
communities in times of fire, flood and storm. 


In 1922 the idea was carried another step forward— 


Wednesday, March 5, 1947 


to entertainment by telephone lines. The American 
Telephone and Telegraph Company believed the in- 
fant art of radio could be served by linking stations 
° 
across the nation with telephone wires. The result was 
the world’s first radio network, nucleus of NBC. 
The linking of communication and entertainment 
was further advanced seven years ago when the Bell 
‘Telephone System sponsored the initial ‘Telephone 
Hour on NBC. Since then every Monday night ithe 


dial tone in millions of homes has been oreat Music. 


AMERICA’S NO. 1 NETWORA 
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Simply by turning on their radios, listeners can be 
entertained by the great artists of the musical world. 
Fritz Kreisler, Helen Traubel, Marian Anderson and 
a host of others are regular guests. Accompanying these 
great soloists are Donald Voorhees and his 57-piece 
Bell Symphonic Orchestra. One noteworthy feature 
of the ‘Velephone Hour is its commercials. These are 
among the most interesting in radio and deal with 
subjects which help the listener understand his tele- 


phone service better and use it more effectively. 


How to dial America? Build a program like the 
Telephone Hour. Give it wings that Mercury would 
envy—the powerful facilities of the NBC Network. 
Flash its weekly gift of fine music to the grateful homes 
of the vast NBC audience. Let it be heard in the com- 
pany of other great shows on NBC. 

The result: a distinguished program that rings the 
bell with millions of listeners at the same time it wins 
scores of critical awards, hailing it an outstanding 


model of radio excellence. 


... the National Broadcasting Company 


Padio Corporation of Ametica 
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RADIO REVIEWS 


VARIETY 
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PAUL WHITEMAN’S ASSEMBLY 

With Whiteman oeorch and chorus; 
Mindy Carson, Johnny Thompson, 

Earl Wild, pianist 
Writer: Norman Rosten 
Producer: Melville Ruick 
80 Mins., Wed., 9 p.m. 

NATIONAL GUARD OF U. 8. 
WJZ-ABC, N. ¥. 
(N. W. Ayer) 

Having injected a_ considerable 
showmanship hypo into the Army 
recruitment program over the past 
year via its “Sound Off” program, 
perhaps it was only natural that N. 
W. Ayer agency should be entrusted 
with the production task on behalf of 
the National Guard of the United 
States, which is footing the talent 
bill for this half-hour weekly pro- 
gram, with ABC waiving the billings 
on air time. 

Ayer grabbed itself a ready-made 
package, the Paul Whiteman show 
that’s been a longtime feature on the 
ABC network, and with a production 
assist by Melville Ruick and a writ- 
ing job by Norman Rosten, it adds 
up to an impressive showcase. This 
wne doesn’t have the appealing 
“Sounds Off” cadence chant as a 
come-on, but in its stead there’s Ros- 


ten's midway “commercial” employ- | 


ing the 


r he 
sell 


documentary technique to 
the National Guard with a 
well-written, cavalcadish recap of 
past performances, etc. 

On the entertainment side, it’s the 
familiar Whiteman show and format, 
which remains easy on the ears. That 
goes for Whiteman’s “Then and | 
Now” musical (“Bright Eyes” )’ insert; 


the nod in tribute to the Dorsey 
boys, graduates of the Whiteman en 
semble, on the occasion of the preem 
of their “Fabulous Dorseys”; the sock 


vocalizing of Mindy Carson with “To 
Me” (from the Dorsey pic) and a 
songstress, incidentally, who sounds 
destined for the big time, plus the 
usually capable Johnny Thompson. 
On the preem Gen. Butler B. Mil- 
tonberger was brought on for a spiel 
to tie in with the National Guard 
sponsorship auspices. Rose. 


HIGH ADVENTURE 

With Lawsen Zerbe, Charles Holmes, 
Emily Kitt, Joe Edelson; Henry 
Norell, narrator; Phil Tonkin, an- 
neuncer 

Writers: Robert Green, Emil Lipper- 
man 

Producer-Director: Emmett Paul 

30 Mins.; Saturdays, 9:30-10 p.m. 


Sustaining 
WOR-MBS, N. Y. a 
Second half of a Mutual-built | 


hour, this adventure program shapes | 


“up as a definite bid for a lead among | 


the ranks of rating-stealers: those 
programs which don’t cost much but | 
cause plenty of consternation in the 
Hooper department. All it needs is 
a better time slot and the prestige 
of a sponsor. 

Preem show had a timely angle, 
that of the w.k. fight fix, but more 
important, was expertly acted by a 


top cast. headed by Lawson Zerbe. | 


A lot of the dialog was undistin- 
guished except for what the thesps 
gave id, but the overall plot made 
for suspense and puazlement that 
wasn’t cleared until the last-minute 
denouement. 

Story told of an attempt to fix a 
championship fight by approaching 
the favorite, played by Zerbe. Pug 
went along, planning to win any- 
way and thus get back at the hoods 
who killed his brother for not fall- 
ing into line. In the early rounds 
he broke his hand but won anyway. 
Fact that aud never knew what 
brother was killed fur and whether 
he'd been fixed added tension. Zerbe 
was tops as Freddie Gard, the boxer. 


Narration by Henry Norrell was | 


fine. but similarity between his voice 
and tiat of announcer made for con- 
fusion. Sound effects were excellent 
and overall production quality was 
obvious. Tomm. 


UNCLE DON’S RECORD PARTY 
Writer-Producer: Uncle Don 

30 Mins.; Sat., 9:30 a.m. 

Sustaining 

WOR, N. Y. ’ 

If there must be a disk jockey for 
children—and why not. daddy?— 
then Uncle Don shall lead them. For 
the breezy master of the kid's set, 
from his~experience of two decades 
@of programs for children, knows his 
tuts and ways to win them, and gives 
them here a program which is kid- 
sister to the mature disk airers. Of 
course it’s a little difficult, from the 
jaundiced vaniage point of advanced 
middle-age. 
scious «or project oneself back 50 
years to one’s own childhood in 
order to determine the effectiveness 
of this new program, but a hunch 
s' vs it suits. 

Program (‘as judged by Saturday’s 
(1) premiere) has sufficient variety 
for all children. in songs about 
animals. songs as birthday greetings, 


disks on hillbilly music, nursery 
rhymes, jazz. etc., a visit to a zoo 
and a song introduction to the 
animals. ‘and finally, songs from a 


couple of tiny guest stars (in Satur- 
day's ease from two five-year-olds). 
On disks. Al Trace and his Silly 
S.mohony render (no pun intended) 
*The Three Bears”: a hillbilly group 
does “Our Red Hen.” Uncle Don, 
who seems to be having a NWeckuva 
good time through it all. chats in- 
formally. simply about various songs 
and matters. not patronizingly at all 
He gets in a olug for the Red Cross: 
pluvs a fast disk slowlv to see how 
ft sounds: pulls other stunts. Oh. to 
be » kid again, now that Uncle Don 
is here! Bron. 


to consult one’s subcon- , 


ADVENTURES Or 
DRUMMOND 
With Ned Wever, Rod Hendrickson, 
others 
Producer-Director: Mendy Brown ° 
Writer: Edward J. Adamson 
30 Mins.; Friday, 9:30 p.m. 
AMERICAN TRANSIT ASSN. 





WOR-MBS, N. Y. 
(Owen & Chappell) 
“Bulldog Drummond,” through | 
long residence on the Mutual net- | 
work, has virtually lost his clipped 
English accent. Sleuth, as essayed | 
by Ned Wever, forgets his British 
origins too frequently and there's | 
little resemblance to the character-- 
ization that made its bow on the | 
Mutual web in 1941. In fact the 
only limey tone is by the assistant 
' dick, played by Rod Hendrickson, | 
Current “Bulldog Drummond™ 
series has little to distinguish itself 
from the multitude of mystery 
sions currently prowling through 
loudspeakers There’s little finesse 
in writing or enactment, and initial 
show wound up &as an unimaginative 
and routine thriller, devoid of mys- 
tery elements of the story line. Sav- 
ing factors were the good production 
and rapid pacing. 
“Drummond's” 
sponsored by tie 





ses- 


current rebirth is 
American Trafsit 
Assn. with sales spiels devoted to 
advantages of using local public 
transit lines instead of private ve- 
hicles. Commercials are built along 
institutional lines and are capably 
delivered by Ted Brown. Jose. 


BATTLE OF THE BLOODS 
With James Hill, Mark Perkins, Jo 
Cody, Isabel Rogers, Rosalie Ker- 
man: John Saunders, announcer 
Writer-Directer: Todd Bransom 
Producer: Howard Malcolm, 
15 Mins.; Sat. (15) 12 (noon) 
Sustaining 
WTOD, Toledo 
This quarter-hour dramatic cap- | 
sule burst open like a. thunderclap | 
and hit like a sledgehammer. Pre- 
sented as part of this station’s con- 
tribution to Brotherhood Week, 
sponsored by the National Confer- 


program jarred the nervous system 
with an impact that will last beyond 
the date set for the end of the 
tolerance campaign. 

Power of this show flowed from 
the uncompromising honesty with | 
which it came to grips with the 
country’s most explosive, therefore 
most double-talked vnroblem 


status of the Negro. It was not | 
intended to be pleasant listening. | 


As the announcer warned in his un- 
usual intro: “You will find more 
pleasant listening at another point 
on the dial.” It was the right idea. | 
To eat through the calloused layers 
of tradition. no unetuous mixture of 
sentimental hopes and pious half- 
truths will do, but only the acid 
of relentless criticism and consum- 
ing indignation. 

On this note. the drama opened 
|} into the predicament of a young 
| Negro boy in the dawning realiza- 
| tion of his social stigma. Using the 
| technique of rapid shuttling between 
| dramatization and commentary, the 
| script managed to squeeze into its 
| narrow confines the major questions 
full equality as a fellow human be- 
ing. Even the problem of inter- 
marriage—called just that and not 
the Latin circumiocution of misve- 
genation—was treated with simple, 
unfrightened -.candor. 
minute sequence, the lynch-burning 


| 
| 





WTOD, rate high praise. 
From a different angle, the prob- 


a reading, full of pathos, of the tragic 


| Cornelia Otis Skinner, currently in 
“Lady 


| statement. 


| “Cymbeline.” , 
the | the emcee chore with stately good WNBC, 


tre. 


| 
| 
| 


In one two- |‘ - af : ’ ; 
few into the political maneuverings | the discussion, 


| 
| 


BULLDOG | BORN IN A MERRY HOUR 


With Ingrid Bergman, Helen Hayes, 
Cornelia Otis Skinner, Eva Le 
Gallienne, Margaret Webster, Wal- 
ter Hampden, Sam Wanamaker, 
John Gielgud 

Continuity: James Hart ai 

Director: A.bert Ward 

30 Mins.; Thurs. (27), 11:30 p.m. (One 
Sho?) 

Sustaining 

WCBS-CBS, N. Y. 

After the legit houses on Broad- 
way shut down last Thursday night 
(27), a group of great stars with the 
grease paint still on them came be- 
fore the CBS mike to pay tribute to 
the memory of Ellen Terry on the 
100th anni of the actress’ birth. They 
put on a beautiful show—more beau- 
tiful than money could buy. Un- 


fortunately, the show had to be | Bob Corley, young Alabaman who 
slotted for such a late hour. It rates had been active in a veterans the- | 
a repeat at a better time atre “project in Atlanta. Charles | 

Shakespeare scripted the main wien) 7 dp tel ge sor original 
part of the show and fully measuring | S"0W. Ws assigned to whip up a 


up to the incomparable majesty of | 
his lines was a cast of players about 





spearean plays in which Miss Terry 
appeared. Miss Bergman, assisted by 


Wanamaker, led the cavalcade with 


Imogene role from “Cymbeline.” 


Windermere’s Fan.” told a 
story with sensitive under- 
Eva Le Gallienne and 
Walter Hampden evoked. the dark | 


short 


powers in their rendition of the mur- | 


der-plotting scene from “Macbeth” 


| while Jane Cowl recited the “where- or ! , 
thou Romeo” piece from | Day.” Eileen Wilson purring smooth- 


ee nier- |“Romeo and Juliet” superbly. 
‘ence of Christians and Jews, this | 


fore art 


Mounting from one brilliant climax 
to another, the program followed 


with Helen-Hayes as Portia impas- | 
| sionately 
| scene from “The Merchant of Ven- 


playing the courtroom 
ice.” . John Gielgud, piped in from 
Baltimore, closed the show with an 
excellent reading of the dirge from 


Miss Webster handled 


taste. 


This show presented an array of 
talent which is unlikely to appear 
again together under the same roof. 
First rate jobs by James Hart, who 
wrote the continuity, and director 


Albert Ward allowed for maximum | 


use of it. and for that: much thanks. 
CBS aired the show in cooperation 
with the American Repertory Thea- 
Herm, 





FRONTIERS OF SCIENCE 
With Quincy Howe, narrator 
15 Mins.; Tuesday, 6:15 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WBCS-CBS, N. Y. 

“Frontiers of Science” represents 
another step in CBS’ Current move | 


it's a good one. With Quincy Howe! 
narrating the entire 15 minutes in a’ 
crisp, precise delivery style, the show | 
attempts to outline new scientific dis- | 
coveries in terms that the layman | 
can understand, at the same time go- | 


quently, was pegged to the Senate 
hearings on the appointment of Da- 


lem of racial intolerance -was ‘ackled | Vid Lilienthal, with Howe spotlight- 
'by WTOD during Brotherhood week | ing the opinion of the top U. S. scien- | 
‘with its regular “Moods at Mid-Day” | tists that Lilienthal should get the 


program of plattered music. 
nouncer John Saunders spun stories 
|of America’s Main street and the 
| various types of people who walk 
on it to get across the tolerance mes- 
| sage as subtly as possible. Story of 
|W. C. Handy. author of “St. Louis 
Blues.” was told on one show with 
a long but well-handled ‘narration 
punctuated by the author’s music. 
| At the conclusion, Saunders said: 
“The man whose story we told today 
Was a Negro.” 


TODAY’S WOMAN 
With Anne Hayes, Dal Stallard 
Producer: Ken Heady 


15 Mins.; Mon. through Fri., 11:45 
a.m. 
Participating 


KCMO, Kansas City 

Session is basically the spot for 
KCMO’s director of women's activi- 
ties to air the daily chitchat about 
recipes, homemaking and what- 
have-you of interest to femmes. At 
times the program is only that, but 
frequently rises above this level by 
interviews with prominent femme 
visitors and other guests in the town 
and area. 

Formula calls for Anne Hayes to 
write up her daily chatter for wom- 
en and talk it over with Dal! Stal- 
lard of the station announcing staff. 
As its being done, however, it’s 
| mainly Miss Hayes reading off her 


An- | job as head of the Atomic 


copy with occasional questions from | 


| Stallard. Probably could be more 
listenable if a bit more conversation 
developed between the two. Com- 
mercials on this one went for Sea- 
side Lima Beans 
nuts. and show tisually has plugs 
| ior two or three food or houschold 
) preducts. Quin. 


and Diamond Wal- | 


Nergy 
Commission to forestall President 
Truman's turning to military men. 
In his discussion, Howe revealed in- 
teresting and heretofore unexpanded 
facts, such as the fact that. even 
though atomic power is harnessed 
soon to peacetime uses, the U. S. will 
still use other forms of fuel power 
which can presently be produced at 
jower costs. Rest of the world. with- 
out the U. S. store of raw materials, 
however, needs atomic energy. and 
if it’s provided for other countries, 
the U. S. will benefit through in- 
creased standards of living through- 
out the world. 

Aired in the middle of the dinner 
hour, the show should garner many 
listeners among both the nation’s 
businessmen and school kids. Show 
caught (25) originated from WGAR 
(CBS. Cleveland). Sta 


STUMP US 


| script 


| ly to the latter. 


THE BEULAH SHOW 


| Erie Rolfe; Hank Weaver, 
nouncer; Basil Adlam orch 

Writer: Charles Stewart 

Producer: Bill Johnson 

Director: Jack Hurdle 

30 Mins.; Mon., 9 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WJZ-ABC, N. Y. 


This is a revival of the situation 
comedy program, sponsored by Tums 
at the time, which went off the air 
about a year ago as a result of the 
untimely death of Marlin Hurt, who 
created the Negro maid character of 
“Beulah.” Since that time ABC has 
been hunting for an actor to re-create 
the role. Search finally turned up 





new series employing the same for- 
mula. 


whom nothing more need be said | Spotted dpposite the high-Hoop- 
than name them: Ingrid Bergman, | ered “Lux Theatre” show would 
Helen Hayes, Cornelia Otis Skinner, | have to be sensationally sharp to 
Eva Le Gallienne, Margaret Web- | lure much of an audience. As it is, 
ster, Walter Hampden, Sam Wana- | judging from Monday's (3) second 
| maker and John Gielgud. And at | stanza, “Beulah” offers easy but quite 
bottom of this show was the stu- | unarresting listening. At best, it 
pendous idea of having this group | might hold those listeners who “love 
do nothing more than to act. And | dat gal” Beulah, inasmuch as Corley 
that they did. turns in a pretty capable imitation of 

Except for Miss Webster. who | the original. The script seems most 
emceed the show, each of the ac- | at fault, depending too strongly on 
tresses was presented in short se- | punny gags; the payoff is not overly 
quences from some of the Shake- | laugh-laden. 


Miss Corbet as Aunt Alice and Jess | 


Kirkpatrick as Mr. Harry offer be- 
| lieveable performances. But Ernie | 
} Whiteman as Bill, Beulah’s boy | 


friend, seems out of character, a fact 


| which can be blamed largely on a’ 
him to deliver | 


which forces 
lines a little too clever and well con- 
trived for the role. 


“Buzz” 
tuneful interludes with peppy rendi- 
tions of “Blue Skies” and “It’s a Good 


—————— 


WNBC BALLOT BOX 


Judge Anna M. Kross; announcer, 

Ray Barrett 
Producer-Director: Clay Daniel 
| 30 Mins.; Saturdays, 6:15. p.m. 
Sustaining 
N.Y. 

Old-type discussion program with 
a new gimmick; “WNBC Ballot Box” 
provides a half-hour of enlightening 
discussion, and some pretty good en- 
tertainment for this type of show. 
Latter quality arose largely from the 
pair of intelligent distaffs taking op- 
posite sides on the question, “Do 
our young people need more disci- 
pline?” The gimmick, a machine 
pywhich registers audience opinion by 
| the press of a button on each seat, 
with connéctions to a master dial. 
acts mostly as a means to hold the 
listening audience to their sets to see 
| the final score. 

Use of the machine, polysyllabi- 


| Cally named opinionmeter by its in- 
smart | 


John Churchill, is 
showmanship. however, with studio 


| ventor, 


uieogiated with Give Naara’s claim te | to hypo its public service shows, and |aud of 261 polled on the question be- 


fore the discussion began and then 
afterwards to see how much influence 
the speakers had. Results of both 


polls are announced at the end of) 


the program. 
Moderator Ben Grauer stays out of 
letting the femmes 


of a Southern Negro was re-enacted behind important scientific stories | gab until expiration of the time limit. 
with nerve-wracking intensity. All | ftom current headlines. | Tomm. 
associated with this show, including Preem show last Feb. 25, conse- ee 


MR. PNB 

Producer-Director: Fred Eichorn 
60 Mins.; Sat., 4:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 

KXLF, Butte. 

This live quizeroo on a six-station 
Pacific Northwest hookup combines 
information, entertainment and 1,000 
miles of friendly competition from 
Yellowstone Park to the Pacific. Ob- 
jective of weekly hour sustainer is to 
familiarize listeners with  little- 
known facts about Pacific Northwest 
area, so these facts will be spread 


out over rest of world alerting them, | 


in a folksy way, that the PN section 
of U. S. A. and Canada is a desirable 
place in which to spend the tourist 
time and dollar. 
Original format of this “non-com- 
mercial commercial” presents three 
participants from groups represent- 
ing industry, clubs. lodges, unions, 
trade groups, knife and fork aggrega- 
tions, who are stationed in each of 
the six Outlets ‘seven when 
Falls, Mont., XL transmitter becomes 
operative). After approximately ten 
minutes of news emphasizing Pacific 
Northwest happenings. weather re- 
ports, and interpretations. 


cae 

rogram 
y ne, hn Ademy | ae 

iS teas tile tionet Fri, 3 p.m. | “sues into a quiz, with prizes 
2 4 eo; 8 ail ° = ™ | awarded. 

Susi i 

ra | Questions asked concern past. 
Proving a potent letter-puller, this er gl . of pear va tans Ag 

quarter-hour stretch is a good idea, edgeable to a. ‘Anowens nm ay be 

packing an entertainment punch iehibeihs on eben 


along with strong listener interest 
via giveaways. Phil Fine, vet pianist, 
and John Ademy, singing announcer, 
invite song titles and dip down into 
memory for performance. 

Titles are drawn from a sealed box | 


mulled by group ~—an 
facet. especially when there is con- 
tention in the ranks—and best an- 
swer delivered Mr. PNB within the 
20 second interval between gongings 
after question is put and time’s end. 

Program. an outgrowth of onetime 


and piano or vocal guesses regis- | KGIR-Butte Booster program which 
tered better with old tunes when | orew to state network and then re 
caught than the new ones. Lads are | gional proportion has listen . ; 
able performers and give out with | peal, clarity of idea on-the-ball 
good sesh of music to round out | switching and pleasing voice ( ualits 
the test gimmick. Should make a | Good humor and precision avarceane 
good giveaway slot for commercial | slight line trouble fuzziness oi Mi 
product. Burm. | PNB's inland reception. Mull. 


With Bob Corley, Lois Corbet, Jess 
Kirkpatrick, Ernie Whiteman and 
an- 


Adlam’s orch provides two | 


With Ben Grauer, Alice Thompsen, | 


Great | 


interesting | 


| 
LISA SERGIO 
15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 11 p.m 
Sustaining , 
Wwov, 1 A # 


At a time when few if any of the 
so-called liberal commentators re. 
main, the return of Lisa Sergio to 
the New York airlanes is in the wa 
of beifg a heartening sign. As such, 
WOV, the Bulova-owned Manhattan 
indie, rates a nod of commendation 
for reversing the technique in a move 
to restore some measure of balanced 
commentary on the air. Although her 
15-minute nightly stanza is for sale 
to all comers, the station meanwhile 
bas allocated sustaining time for Miss 
Sergio. ; 

Femme commentator, last heard 
locally on WQXR and under spon. 
sored network auspices (Botany 

| Mills) on ABC, had a flock of well. 
| Wishers on hand for her initial broad- 
| cast Monday (3) night. among them 
Fiorello LaGuardia, Quincy 
and Stanley Isaacs, 

Miss Sergio outlined the scope she 
intends to embrace, giving an over- 
all picture of conditions in Europe 
as she saw them on her recent trip 
and also what these people expect of 
us. She highlighted the precarjous- 

jness of freedom in the nations that 
| could not outlaw poverty and hunger 
and gave her thoughts on what she 
believed a commentator should do 
and how the role of a commentator 
today differs from what it was in the 
war years. Radio alone. she said. can 
meet the new requirement of inter- 
preting the news of the day by back- 
ground and fact, and this she pledged 
| herself to do, so that the people can 





Howe 


| form their own opinion 

It was an outspoken espousal of 
| the freedom Miss Sergio has long 
advocated. Rose. 


% 
| HOW’S YOUR HEALTH? 
With Dr. Currier McEwen, Dr. L. 
Emmett Holt, Jr.; Dr. Elaine P. 
| Ralli, Dr. Otte Arthur Bessey 
15 Mins.; Sat., 2 p.m. 
Sustaining ° 
WNBC, N. Y. 


Presented in cooperation 
New York University’s College of 
Medicine, this new public service 
feature is designed to bring the 
facts of healthy living to attention 
of dialers. Roundtable discussions 
among guest medicos on_ topical 
questions of public health are kept 
on a simple non-technical level for 
general absorption. 

On the preem program 
cussion suffered somewhat 
excess of informality 
|vented the doctors from driving 
home a clear point. Topic was 
nutrition, and although many inter- 


with 


(1), dis- 
from an 
which pre- 


j 
| 
| 


and about obesity, dieting and old 
|} age, the doctors failed to tie the 
random facts together. Herm. 


esting facts were disclosed about 
| effects of nutritional standards on 
| growth and height of population, 
| 


| ANYTHING GOES 
With Roger King, Jerry Fordyce, 

Jerry Brown, Kenny Riehl orch. 

30 Mins., Mon, through Fri., 12:30 

p.m. 
| Sustaining 
| WGRC, Louisville 

Title is apt, and zany doings break 

on the air with theme “Anything 
_ Goes,” teed off by accordionist Ken- 
ny Riehl and his musical aggrega- 
| tion. Roger King emcees the fun ses- 
sion, which follows a _ pattern of 
| exaggerating the giveaways on quiz 
shows, and poking fun at various 
types of radio programs and air 
characters, with the caricatures how- 
ever not bearing too close a resem- 
blance to any particular shows or 
persons. 

Gets under way with search’ for 
girl vocalist to be given a spot on the 
show. Then brings on a couple of 
exaggerated hillbillies to sing. Next 
a bit of tomfoolery by Bertram Blab, 
reciting some corny verses culled 
from his stint “Poetry Corner.” King 
| also plugs for votes for musicians to 
| become members of the orch 
| Comedy shows are few and far 
| between on local stations, and this 
| effort on the part of the WGRC staff 
Is commendable. Invited studio au- 
_dience helps a lot, and all concerned 

set a lot of fun out of the doings, 
|; which evidently is shared by the 
| listeners. Lively half-hour of comedy 





and music, Hold. 
LET'S ASK MOM 
With Radcliffe Hall, Dr. Howard 


| Lane; Ray Barrett, announcer 
Writer: Bill Burns 
Producer-Director: Lee Jones 
15 Mins.; Saturday, 12:45 p.m. 


Sustaining 

| WNBC, N, Y. 
| This is one of a new series ol 
| morning kid shows being lined up as 
| a public service by WNBC, N. Y.. for 
| airing on the airlines locally. For- 
'mat for each weekly session will 
| have a trio of mothers, each includ- 


mother or 8 
| mother of a celebrity. Under guid- 
lance of Radcliffe Hall, moderator, 
| and Dr. Howard Lane. child psychol- 
| oxist of N. Y. U., panel discusses 
| 
| 


|ing either a famous 


phases of child development curbs 


}on delinquency, etc. A question ses- 


sion for those in the audience fol- 
lows. 
| Quiz on teeoff session Saturday (1) 
ldealt with “What Part Do Tare’ 
| Play in Moulding Childr n’s Ca- 
jreers?” Hendine trio of mothers 1! 
i this session wa Mrs Cather 


(Continued on page 42) 
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Lane Goes After ‘Subversive’ Gab, | WX0 Gets Extension 


Washington, March 4, 

Three new bills on radio have 
been dropped into the legislative 
hopper recently, but none of them, 
it was believed, will ever get out 
of committee. 

Most recent legislation was in- 
troduced last Thursday (27) by Rep. 


+ 


Albany, March 4. 


| 
} 


. i | The license of WOKO has been ex- | 
B Tr bd 'tended to April 1 by FCC. Station | 
ll 0 0 A ‘ n ing has been operating on a temporary | 


permit for some time, the last exten- 


sions being until March 1, 





. 





Thomas J. Lane (D., Mass.) to im- | 


pose regulations barring broadcast 
of “subversive propaganda.” Under 


the guise of free speech, Lane} 


charged that “subversive elements” 
have turned to broadcasting to plug 
ideologies foreign to America. Under 
his bill broadcasting facilities would 
be denied to anyone for dissemina- 
tion of views contrary to the con- 
stitution. 

A second bill—a rewrite of a bill 
introduced in the 79th Congress— 
was entered by Rep. Emanuel Celler 
(D., N. Y.) as an amendment to the 


Communications Act. Celler urges | 


five steps which would give FCC 
powers far beyond anything its 
members have ever sought. The 
Celler Bill would require advertising 
of license expiration dates and com- 


petition for the existing facility on | 


“public service’ standards; FCC 
could not re-license stations without 
a finding that there had been “no 
excessive commercialism.” FCC 
would fix a certain number of hours 
a day for sustaining programs; the 
Commission would prescribe form 
of all records to be kept by radio 
stations and require publication of 
all financial reports: finally, the bill 
would place a price ceiling on all 
stations up for sale, Specifically, 
Celler would forbid the approval of 
any sale in which the price exceeds 
the fair value of the property—‘pro- 
vided such fair value shall not ex- 
ceed double the depreciated cost 
value of the tangible’ broadcast 
property transferred or assigned.” 

The FCC once wanted price con- 
trol powers but never followed 
through on its promise in the AVCO 
decision to ask Congress if it should 
get them. 

The third bill is the latest in a 
series of measures to outlaw liquo1 
advertising on the air. Violation 
would require revocation of the 
station's license and the alcohol per- 


mit of the advertiser. Sponsor is | 


Senator C. Johnston (D., Colo.). 


WONS Does News Job 
In New Britain, But 


Hartford Uninterested 


Hartford, March 4. 


WONS here is pointing out to 
radio industry just what type of 
overall coverage can be given to a 
newspaperless town. Station, for- 
merly of neighboring New Britain, 
has taken over task of giving to pub- 
lic of that city a well rounded news 
coverage since the typographical 
members of the New Britain Herald 
went on strike about two weeks ago. 

Cooperating with the struck sheet 
to give a news coverage is WKNB of 
New Britain. Understood it took a 
lot of persuasion to get the anti- 
radio sheet to give its facilities to 
station, Latter is provided by news- 
paper with four daily news reports 
of city’s activities. 

Two days after union pulled strike, 
WONS station manager Ralph Kanna 
assigned news editor “Milt Berk- 


Owitz, a resident of the city, to de-| 


vote full attention to coverage of 
news beat of city (population 70,000). 

News coverage includes all civic, 
political, business, municipal, police 
and hospital reports with the usual 
club meetings. Station is giving five 
five-minute newscasts daily and 
wrapping up with a nightly 15- 
minute news roundup. WKNB gives 
four broadcasts, including a 15- 
-minute news roundup. 


For years WONS has been trying 
to divorce itself from New Britain 
attachment in order to give itself 
a Hartford trade name and prestige. 
This effort also included a change 
in call letters from WNBC. Claim 
that heavy attention to New Britain 
now is being done at the expense of 
Hartford listeners who don't give a 
hoot about the run of the mill news 
of New Britain. Feeling is that sta- 
tion is being set back several years 
in its efforts to assume a Hartford 
heritage. Thusly, instead of erad- 
icating the New Britain tie in the 








eves of its listeners, station Is em-, 


phasizing it. 


Supreme Court recently upheld | 


e - | the action of the FCC in denying 

WHUM, Reading, in 876 | WOKO’s application for renewal, on 
T | the ground of alleged concealment 
wo-Way Share Swap ° a common stock interest held by 


, am Pickard, ex-CBS vice- si 
Reading, Pa, March 4. | sa nat rg CBS vice-president, 
Holders of majority of shares in 
Eastern Radio Corp., licensees of 


WHUM, Reading, have agreed to WEEI Skeds Juve Panel 
sell their shares t 'y Oliver Re: ° 

fol SeRbdLiG th bec and 80008 | On Tail of CBS ‘Brood’ 
loan from Rea to the Eastern Radio | Boston, March 4. 


Corp, | _ —- é' 
I ; WEEI, CBS station here. will air 
Rea, according to a notice given |a special 15-minute 





roundtable dis- 


FCC, has in turn assigned his rights | cussion tomorrow (Wed.) at 11 p.n 
under the agreement of purchase to | immediate], following broadcast ol 
two Darien, Conn., purchasers, Hum- | Columbia’s hour-long doc umentary 
boldt J. and Jessie P. Greig: and toon juvenile de linquency, “The Eagle’s 
Robert G. Magee, Reading, and Brood.” 

Thomas P, Robinson, Greenwich, Participating in the panel, which 
Conn, will comment on the network pre- 


WHUM is the newest of the three | sentation, will be Mrs. Alfred B. 
radio stations here. Magee, vice |Cobb, chairman of youth conserva- 
president in charge, is the only local | tion reconstruction, Massachusetts 
man in the ownership organization. | Federation of Women’s Clubs; O. T 

ea | Gilmore, executive secretary, Neigh- 
borhood Houses and youth agencies 


GOODWIN’S CBS SHOW of Greater Boston Community Coun- 
cil; Dr. George E. Gardner, execu- 
tive diréctor, Judge Baker Guidance 
Center, and the Hon. John J. Con- 
nelly, presiding justice of the Boston 

Show is scheduled as a summer | Juvenile Court. Program was set up 
replacement. bby Fred Garrigus. 

—a 





CBS is mulling a situation com- 
edy built arounc Bill Goodwin, the 
announcer. 


| (28) warned all bidders for new FM | 
| Stations they would have to file three | 


FCC Ignores NAB Slap, Orders FM 
Bidders to Submit Program Data 


Washington, March 4. casters last week. Said he: “All 


Ignoring a slap at the legal status ; broadcasters . . . are again urged to 
of Blue Book requirements which | &ceompany pee: of program 
, . . |information . , . with a clear state- 

came from NAB president Justin | — 


ment to the effect that such sube 
mission is in no way to be construed 
;as acquiescence in the Commission’s 
asserted right to require this pro- 
gram information.” 


Miller last week, the FCC on Friday 


copies of a “weekly program an- 
alysis with their applications before 
the Commision would consider them 


The “weekly program analysis” re- WTIC Pp . 
intcedy aes Welttgek ane its tes ats Self on Aerial 
Blue Book and has since been re- 


quired by FCC on all new standard In Ice Fliers Newscast 


station bids and applications fo! 


rtford hy 4 
license rene wals, eeu Hartfor ' Mar« : 
..-- WTIC doing ome mild self- 
FCC said there are now 52 request: . ) ] 
‘ . , ' apping [fo coverage 
for new FM stations on whic! no 
Ol on-the-spot ews 
iction ‘ ee! take! pecause the f 
) ‘ rroadcasi 0 eturn of marooned 
applications do not include the neces iS te f . j 
fliers irom Greenland 1c¢ cap. 


sary pregram info. Hereafter, the WTIC 
Commission added, all FM bids 
reaching FCC without this program 
hreakdown will be returned. Com- 
mission cited authority for this 
action in a rule which gives it right 
to reject “defective or incomplete” 
applications. Commission added that 
it will re-examine FM requests and 


announce! Ed Anderson, 
ewsman Ernest Peterson and chief 
engineer Albert Jackson set up a 
mike a short distance from where 
C-54 landed on its flight from Green- 
land 

Through a piece of luck they were 
ble to get a direct line to place of 
operations at Westover, Mass:, and 


take such action a may t z - j j 

“uy . ” sie anal escription of landing—was included 

lave In) Cases where | propose " } 

I sal . . os Poser n 8 a.m. newscast. After the land- 

weekly rogram analysis has not : h]} 
aie, caabeae . ing, an interview with Lt. Bobby 

een submitted 


; Cavnar, hero of the rescue opera- 
Meanwhile, NAB chief Miller | tions, was aired. Later WTIC fed a 
reiterated his advice given to broad- | <pcc’al program to NBC. 





“New York’s Most Beloved Radio Station ...“ 


and they like us in Cincinnati, too! 


WOXR has many listeners from Canada to the 
Carolinas, and as far west as Ohio. In fact, 20% of 
the 40,000 families who subscribe to the WQXR 
Monthly Program Guide come from outside the 
New York primary trading area. This distant audi- 
ence is plus-coverage, in addition to the more than 
half a million families in metropolitan New York 
who tune regularly to WQXR, “New York's Most 
Beloved Radio Station.” Listeners everywhere seek 
out WOXR for its outstanding programs of good mu- 


sic and the news bulletins of The New York Times. 


OXR 


AND FM STATION WQXQ 





It’s Feather In Cap 
Of Eastern Station; 


* . * _ 
Dialed In Cincinnati | 
. BY MAGEF ADAMS. ee 
2 The matdral preference for bet- 
ter reception long since has limited 
most dialing to local stations. A 
exception becoming too notable t 
Agnore ig the case of WQXR, New. 
York, 1560 Ke. Boe, 
Cominenta and Ictters reaching — 
us indicate that the station has # 
much larger audience in this sec- # 
tion than would be expected. The | - 
ather duy, for Instance, a woman. 
telephoned to ask how she could © 
improve her reception of WQXR. ; 
“It necessary, I'll gladly buy a new : 
set,” she declared. 
Numerically, WQXR's Ohio Val- 
ley uudience may not threaten the 
Hoopers of locals. But when. lis- 
-teners willingly submit to the vag- 
aries of out-of-town reception to 
hear what they like, that cannot 
he dismissed as inconsequential. © 
In every case, WQXR fans de- 
clare that they dial the station 
becatise of its consistently superior. 
music and intelligent restraint in 
‘commercials, Evidently, the “bet- 
ter mousetraps” principle holds, 
even in radio. If nothing else, the 
tase of WQXR ought to be encour: 
aging. for: lucal station managers 
who are taking steps to improve 
their own schedules. ; 


* 





















reprinted from 
THE CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 


Radio Stations of The New York Times Jonvory 21, 1947 
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NIELSEN OFFERS 


A NEW YARDSTICK 


_..Which again shows that 
an advertiser gets more 


for his money on CBS 

















The Nielsen Radio Index, which measures the minute-by-minute listening of U.S. radio 


’ 


families, creates a new and valid yardstick for measuring network values. 


It is: cost per rating point per minute... or, the cost per minute of actual 


audience earned in terms of total time and talent expenditures. * 





EXAMPLE: a half-hour program with a talent cost of matics: total cost for 30 minutes: $9.000. Cost per min- 
$3.000 and time cost of $6,000, and an NRI rating of 10, ute (regardless of rating) $300. To get cost per rating 


has a cost per rating point per minute of $30. Mathe- point per minute, divide by rating (10). Answer: $30. 


sources: Nielsen's computations were based on month-in month-out NRI Average Audience Ratings, on talent costs as estimated 


by Variety, and on actual time costs (with discounts earned) quoted on network rate cards. 
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OF NETWORK COSTS © 


Averaging audiences and costs for all sponsored network programs broadcast during 
the twelve months of 1946, Nielsen found that: 


CBS costs less per rating point per minute than any other network. 


Taking CBS.as 100, the chart and tables below show the standing of the networks: 








ALL COMMERCIAL NETWORK PROGRAMS Cost Per Rating Point Per Minute 


136 





Costs in ratio to CBS. CBS = 100 














Here, at last, is a realistic index to the COST PER RATING POINT PER MINUTE 














7 All Daytime All Evening 
‘i ; 7 Commercial Programs Commercial Programs 
relative dollar values delivered to the adver- 
a 100 Ger esseestee 100 
i . NETWORK A .... 9 NETWORK A Tres 
tiser by each of the four networks. —_— — ‘ 
NETWORK B .... 195 NETWORK B .... 141 
NETWORK C .... 134 NETWORK c ciao VOR 














It confirms again the leadership of CBS. 


COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
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WRUL 25%, on Own Again As Govt. 
Keeps Rest for Daily UN Airing 


Boston, March 4. daily programs beginning later 
WRUL, shortwave pioneer in| March from the United Nations at 
beaming educational stuff to Europe | Lake Success, N. Y. 


as a foundation, is back to public | The station resumes 


service again after five years war- 


time service with the OWL, | beaming lecture and musical courses 

Government, however, retains | under direction of advisers from fac- 
control over 75% of the station’s | ulties of Harvard, MIT, Brown, Yale, 
Columbia and Princeton. Courses 
currently set include agriculture, 
| world geography, architecture and 
the State Department, for beaming ‘ housing, public health and epidemic 


day using 10 different languages in 


time for the present and will use it, 
through the information division of 


in 


its private 
educational programs two hours a 


control, agriculture, animal hus- 
bandry and craftsmanship. 

Walter S. Lemmon is president 
and founder of the foundation, 
known as World Wide Broadcasting 
'Co. Began operations in 1935 and 
‘now has four transmitters, WRUL 
'on 25 meters, WRUW on 19 meters, 
and two others in government serv- 
ice exclusively. 





Freemantle’s U. S. Setup 
U. S. branch of Freemantle Over- 
seas Radio Co. of London has been 
|formed into a separate company to 
ibe known as Freemantle Overeas 


| Radio, Inc. Paul Talbot will be! 
| president. 

Company represents stations in 
Europe, North Africa and South 


' America. 

















ROCHESTER 
































GUNNAR O. WIIG 


Ceneral Mar. Station wHEC = NIE VWAY towers 
CLARENCE WHEELER 
Vice-President 


LEMOINE C. WHEELER 
Commercial Manager 


Chief Engineer 
* 
WILLIAM J. ADAMS 
Program Manager 
as 
LOWELL H. MacMiLLAN 
Production Director 


5. P. McKINNEY & SON 
National Representative 
New York, Chicago, San Francisco 








» NOW 
>» 5.000 


=—») WATTS! 


BASIC 
CBS 


...-A GREATER VOICE FOR THE 
“BIGGEST SHOW IN TOWN” 


: NEW transmitter 
SY, alae NEW transmitter LOCATION 
NEW power-—5,000 watts 


NEW compLeteNEss OF COVERAGE OF 
° THE RICH ROCHESTER TRADING AREA 
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| Cleveland — Lita Sands 














| CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 











Des Moines--Harold Fulton has 
| been named general sales manager 
‘of WHO, and not general manager 


| as reported last week. J. O. Maland, | 


| veepee of the Central Broadcasting 
/Co.. is manager of the station. Hale 
' Bondurant, reported as former gen- 
eral manager of WHO, was in actu- 
ality the former sales manager. 





Pittsburgh—Lois Crawford, recent 
graduate of the School of Journalism 
‘at Syracuse University, has 
added to the continuity department 
lat WCAE. Quarter-hour Sunday 
'night newscast at 6:45 on KDKA, 
| sponsored by. natural gas companies, 
|has been renewed for another year 
with same lineup, Ed Schaugkency 
doing the news, Bill Sutherland the 
announcing and Adelaide Sachs the 
dramatized commercials. Rosalind 
Kharfen, former radio actress, has 
returned to town to become Cluett- 


| Peabody's local Nancy Dixon over 


KQV five afternoons a week for 15 
minutes at 1:15. 





Charlotte—Leading radio distribu- 


tors of the Carolinas recently formed 


a new association to accelerate the 
distribution of FM receivers in this 
section. J. P. McMillan, president of 
Southern Radio Corp., was elected 
*hairman of the newly formed Char- 
lotte Radio and Appliance Distribu- 
tors Association. 





has been 
|named female vocalist for WTAM, 
succeeding Dorothea Brooks 
i has moved to New York City. 





result 
in their 
divorce proceedings and with FCC 


Tex.—As a 


Sweetwater, 
agreement 


iof a mutual 


full ownership of KXOX here. 





| 

} 

Dallas—F™M -broadcasting, its prin- 
ciples and future, will be discussed 
at a meeting to be held here of Local 
radio dealers at WFAA, owners and 

| operators of FM station KERA here. 





| §t. Leuis— Frank J. Prendergast, 
sales‘ manager of WTMV, East St. 
Louis, has been upped to general 
manager of the station. For 15 years 
Prendergast was local 


manager for the St. Louis 





St. Leuis—Gene Claussen, former 


now on 
local CBS outlet. 





Ceolumbus—Jack Kelly manager of 
WCOL, announces the appointment 
of Frank N. Jones as sales manager. 
In addition, he'll head the promotion 
and publicity department. 





Roanoke—Jim Walsh, authority on 


has joined staff of WSLS, Roanoke, 
as news editor. 





Worcester — Bill Brown, former 


joined the staff 


WNEB. 


announcing 





Hartford — WTIC has inaugurated 
new series of interview shows from 
Washington. Tagged ‘The Senator 
From Connecticut”, 
nate weekly interviews with 
necticut Senators. 


Con- 


day (3). 





Des Moines—KCBC, Des Moines’ 
new basic Mutual station, is sched- 
uled to begin operations on or about 
March 15, set back from Sept. 15 
because of equipment shortage. Sta- 
tion has signed a staff of 10 to handle 
writing, production, announcing 
chores. These will include writer- 
producers Jimmy Walker and Verne 
Jay. The latter is best known for 
his network scripts for “Mr. and 
Mrs. North,” “Famous Jury Trials” 
and “The Shadow.” 


| ———— 


will script the third series of Mon- 
tana history dramas for school chil- 
dren in Z-Bar Net area. Mrs. Place 
was instrumental in starting series 
co-sponsored by Junior League and 
Z-Bar. Last year’s group was au- 
thored by Variety mugg, Kenneth 
Mulholland. 








Kansas City—Local delegation to 
the Annual Radio Conference on 
| Station problems at the Univ. of 








been | 


who | 


approval, J. S. McBeath will assume | 


advertising | 
Star- | 
Times, owner and operator of KXOK. | 


news gabber at WMT, Cedar Rapids, | 
the news staff of KMOX, | 


historical phases of record collecting, | 


announcer at WHA, Madison, has | 
of | 


features alter- | 


Senator Raymond | 
Baldwin teed off the series on Mon- | 


Butte—Marian Place, local writer, 








Oklahoma included E. K. Harten- | 


(bower and Sid Tremble, k 3 
Don Davis, Johnny Peston a 
Morrie Greiner, WHB: Dr. Charle 
Church, Ed Shurick, Caroline Ellis 
and Joanne Taylor, KMBC: Be 
Ludy, KCKN, Bi 





Des Moines—Jim Cooney, for. 
merly with United Press, has joineg 
the news department of KRNT and 
will specialize in wire recorder as. 
_signments, 


Louisville—Jean Clos, WHAS head 
of production and continuity, left 
March 1 to become general manager 
of WLEX, new airer in Lexington, 


WB PITCH FOR JUICE 
HYPO HITS TECH SNAG 


Hollywood, March 4. 

got their frequencies 
Warner Bros., and as a 
result the studio’s dream of hypoing 
KFWB here to 50,000 watts from its 
present 5,000 has been temporarily 
hamstrung on a technicality. Mistake 


Somebody 


crossed at 


was made of asking for the boost 
on a new frequency, 830—a free 


channel band that 
that much juice. 

Studio’s application, tendered just 
_ prior to the FCC freeze, was tem- 
porarily withdrawn this week to per- 
|mit revision or the awaiting of the 
clear channel breakdown, 
ticipated here. 


does not allow 


long an- 














WHOM 


“THE IL PROGRESSO STATION’ 


LEADS NEW YORK 


ITALIAN 
LANGUAGE 
PROGRAMS 


Outstanding 
Shows Also in 

















| @ POLISH 
e JEWISH 
e GERMAN 
@ RUSSIAN 
e GREEK 


PLUS 
“AFTER HOURS” 
All-Nite English 
12 Midnite to 5:30 A.M. 


WHOM 


1480 on the Dial 























Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
UNITED REXALL DRUG CO. 
Friday—CBS—9:30 p.m., EST | 

M-G-M—“This Time for Keeps 








“It Happened in Brookly"” — 
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Don’t believe all you hear 
about Pacific Coast Radio} 





Rumors are flying about the buying markets on the Pacific Coast... rumors 














¢ ——r that could easily leave an impression which is entirely incorrect. It has been 

Fike Pea eb said that people living outside certain major counties of the Pacific Coast 
O : account for nearly half of the retail sales. 

— oO That is true. But it confuses county boundary lines with metropolitan districts 

ho git adequately covered by radio signals. For example: San Francisco County alone 

— C accounts for only 41.5% of the total retail sales in the San Francisco metro- 


ee ui politan district. Get the point? 
ee it HERE ARE THE FACTS: In eleven Metropolitan Districts on the Pacific Coast are 


a . 70.5% of population 73.5% of radio homes 


72.6% of retail sales 77.6% of effective buying income 


ABC Pacific Coast covers these markets, plus eight others—from within. 
ABC Pacific Coast actually reaches: 

94.6% of the Coast daytime listeners : 

92.5% of the night-time listeners (primary areas) 


Test your program on ABC Pacific! You’ll be amazed at the extraordinarily 
effective selling job this network will do for you. 


(REMEMBER: all seven of ABC Spot Sales’ keys to America’s leading markets 
are under one roof...one contact for your convenience.) 





ay, ,. A" Maney, 


KECA 5 los Angeles 


NEW YORK CHICAGO SAN FRANCISCO LOS ANGELES DETROIT 
33 West 42nd Street Civie Opera Building 155 Montgomery Street 1440 Highland Avenue Stroh Building 
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TELEVISION-RADIO 


VARIETY 





Tests conducted by Westinghouse 
engineers with the Stratovision 
method of networking televsion via 
airplanes have proved that wave- 
lengths in FM and video bands 
can be propagated from the air to 
the ground. In a report on the 
tests submitted to the FCC last week, 
Westinghouse announced that it is 
now ready for the second phase of 


testing, which will attempt to 
transmit actual FM and tele pro- 
grams from airplanes to ground 


receivers, 

Preliminary tests, set up primarily 
fx quantitative calculations, were 
conducted on cross-country flights 
in a plane built especially for 
Westinghouse by the Glenn L. Mar- 
tin Co. Westinghouse is now build- 
ing equipment for a second plane, 
which will be about the size of a 
B-29 Superfortress, for the qualita- 
tive tests. Westinghouse spokesmen 
declined to predict how soon Strato- 
vision would become commercially 
feasible but declared the original 
estimate of six planes to cover the 
continent should still hold up. 
Problem of weather has not yet 
been encountered since the _ test 
flights waited for favorable condi- 
tions before taking off. Westing- 
house eventually hopes to have 
planes that will actually cruise in 


any storms. 





WMBD’S 20TH ANNI HOOPLA 
Peoria, March 4. 


WMBD is set to wind up its 
month-long 20th anni celebration 
March 22 with a two-hour special 
broadcast from the Peoria Armory 
where 5,000 townsfolk will see CBS 
quipmaster 
show billing the Kings Jesters and 
Bennett Sisters from CBS Chicago, 
Ozzie Osborne’s 16-piece WMBD 
orch and the station's talent staff of 
30. 

Gov. Dwight H. Green is skedded 
for a mike appearance. 
— 


f 
TAG 


ORCESTER 











Stratovision Nears Com] Goal In 
Westinghouse Air-to-Ground Tests 


| Upsweep in 
| equipped bars 


the stratosphere and so fly above} 


Naeckel New Ramsey Top 


Hollywood, March 4. 
L. W. Ramsey Co., national agency, 
has named E. G. Naeckel as its new 
president and treasurer, succeeding 
the late L. W. Ramsey. 
Other new officers are A. C. 
+ Naeckel, executive v-p and secre- 


N.Y. Video to Show tary; W. J. Henderson, G. E. Bis- 


choff and A. M. Walgren, v-p’s. 
‘Breakfast’ Flight | Ruth Lambert remains in charge of 
Hollywood, March 4. 


the Hollywood branch and French 
The “Sixth Annual Breakfast Club | L;, Eason stays on in the Chicago 
Flight,” private plane armada trip to 


| office. 
| Palm Springs, will probably be seen 


see ore on elseiion Chaaver NBC Picks Up Kraft To 
lof Commerce here, it comes off Fill Standard: Brands 
Loss; Plan Dramat Show 


|March 9 and Telefilms, Inc., will 
NBC television broke even on its 


shoot it in 16mm color for distribu- | 

tion by Standard Oil on the Coast | 
sponsor list this week, picking up | 
Kraft for a new series of shows 


{and for WNBT, New York. Latter 
starting May 1 and losing Standard 


| 
Brands, one of the top-spending | 

















| probably wants it for U. S. Rubber. | 
Show biz names to participate in 

the flight thus far are Linda Darnell, 

Dick Powell and Bill Goodwin. They 





| will join with 500-odd other ships | 
| that rat ha on Palm Springs for a | bankrollers on tele to date. SB 
|mass breakfast. Telefilms will lens wound up its Dancing On Air 
lthe takeoff, preliminaries, arrival | show last Sunday (2) night and 
‘and will assign a plane to the flight | “Hour Glass bows out after tomor- 
lfor air shots. 'row (Thursday) night. J. Walter 
| | Thompson agency handles both ac- 
} counts. 

Format of the Kraft show is not 





| Chi Barkeeps Groggy 
On Competition From 
Tele-Equipped Spots 


Chicago, March 4. 

biz for local video- 
has 

television 


| yet set but it’s believed the food firm 
| will back a one-hour dramatic show 
on WNBT, NBC's N. Y. tele outlet, | 
every Thursday night. Company | 
originally selected the 9-10 p.m. slot 
but with SB bowing out, there’s a} 
possibility Kraft might take over the | 
latter’s 8-9 p.m. segment, since | 
starting a show at 9 o'clock would | 
put it in direct opposition to “Kraft | 
steady customers walk out in favor | Music Ree Feet! oop — one 
; now aire ursday nights from 

of free show, clamoring for sets. | 1. 9-39 over the NBC web. Possibil- 
With 150 bars currently offering | ity also exists that Kraft will pick 
video, number of WBKB audience | up Eddie Mayehoff, present star of 
soars beyond figures based on 1,197 , “Hour Glass,” and thus do a com- 
sets in use in Chi area. |edy show. 

Receiverless pubs have suddenly | SB still has faith in television as 
recognized serious competition |a potentially good ad medium, but, 





saloonkeepers 


| without draw, whose 


| Mar. 25; “Television, Present Market and Future Possibilities,” 


Bob Hawk emcee a/| 





EE 











brought on by neighboring bistros 
who aim exploitation at sports fans 
via signs and newspaper ads. 
There isn’t much questiqn as to 
whether gimmick is paying off for 
video-minded innkeepers who hap- 
pily watch customers float in until 
the walls bulge. 

Telephone survey conducted by 
WBKB,. during recent series of 
Golden Gloves bouts, indicated pubs 
with receivers -to have as much as 
five times the normal amount of biz. 
Several spots actually have two sets 
and cater to up to 200 televiewers 
per show. 

Most saloon sets are in nabe spots, 
with situation not limited to loop 
area. Sharp competition is really 
felt in outlying sections where two, 


where one inn, with video, can har- 
vest a healthy batch of trade merely 
by placing the magic word in its 
window. 





WBAY Debuts in Florida 
Miami, March 4. 


Newest radio outlet for the south 
Florida area, WBAY, makes its de- 
but Wednesday (5) with a special 
dedicatory program at 7 p.m. Sta- 





AVAILABLE 


Fermer M.C., 20 years experience, 
musical comedy and dramatic stock, 
vaudeville, nite clubs. Actor, direc- 
tor, manager. Seeks position as G.I. 
Veteran on-the-job trainee on pro- 
duction or managerial staff. Write 
Box 819, Variety, 154 West 46th 
Street, New York 19. 








‘tion will remain on the air around 
| the clock with music and news, chief 
|features for the present. 

| New indie is licensed to operate 
on 1490 kilocycles with 250 watts 
|power. Norman McKay is general 
| manager for the outlet which is 
owned by Atlantic Shores Broad- 
| casting, Ltd. 
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ing books: 


THE CLASSIC GROUP 
INSTRUMENTALISTS 
VOCAL GROUPS 
PIANISTS 


able to you if your station 


THE W. E. LONG 


1996 


“DISC JOCKEYS 


We offer you thumbnail biographies of 350 recording 
artists ready to put on the air, grouped in the follow- 


These biographies are included in the 1996 contract, 
now in use by over 200 radio stations. They are avail- 


books. Write for sample script of biography and prices. 


155 North Clark St., Chicago 1, Ill. 


1996 


THE NOVELTY GROUP 
BAND LEADERS 
FEMALE SINGERS 
MALE SINGERS 


uses 1996, or separately by 


CO. Radio Division 


1996 








after spending more than $200,000 


for the two shows during the last 


Wednesday, March 5, 1947 
Inside Stuff—Radio 

In its first full-scale, nationwide foray into airborne propaganda, fra. 
ternal order of the Knights of Columbus has begun to line up hundreds of 
stations across the country for its series of plattered dramats center 
around anti-Communist, anti-Russian themes. To date 228 stations are 
granting cuffoed time to the series of six half-hour shows titled “Safe. 
guards to America.” 

Platters were produced by the K. of C. Supreme Council in New Haven 
and are being distributed to local indies and network affiliates via branches 
in each city. In an effort to promote widest possible distribution, platters 
are being delivered gratis to stations willing to carry the series. Accord. 
ing to Charles Ducey, K. of C. official, anti-Red content of the broadcasts 
has produced no organized squawks directed either at the order or the 
individual stations. 

Platters were disked at WOR recording studios in New York with full 


union help in order to avoid any labor mixups at any of the stations. 
Scripting, which is handled in March of Time documentary fashion, was 


| done by James M. Weldon with Sherman Reilley handling the direction. 


Ducey said that although many network affiliates were carrying the pro- 
grams, no key station had as yet agreed to pick them up. No move is being 
made to air them on a network hookup because, Ducey explained, the 
shows are designed to boost local K. of C. chapters. In addition, he said 
wider coverage is possible with stations accepting platters at times of their 
own convenience. In N. Y. metropolitan area, WBNX in the Bronx is 
largest indie to air series thus far. 





Success of Radio Writers Guild’s first workshop series |ast fall, which 
drew turnaway turnouts, has prompted Guild to slate a second set of 
gy this time at Allerton Room in Midston House, Madison ave. at 
8th St. 

Opening next Tuesday (11) at 8 p.m. with powwow on “Packages and 
Presentations” led by Julian Funt, series will include sessions on “Day- 
time Serials, Conception, Plotting and Writing,” Lynn Stone chairman, 
Ed Rice 
chairman, Apr. 9; “Documentaries,” Mike Sklar chairman, Apr. 22. 


Following complaints to the top brass in Washington, D. C., Los Angeles’ 
indie stations witnessed a complete about-face on being excluded from 
U. S. Navy events. The sailor boys so completely reversed themselves as 
to invite two of the indies, KMPC and KLAC, along on the giant Pacific 
maneuvers that started last week. However, three-week haul was re- 
garded as too big a holiday for a gabber and stations declined. But they 
still want invites. 





It isn’t true, says Jerry Colonna, of reports that he is monkeying with 
his own show for next season. Comic has scotched rumors with the state- 
ment that no such move is contemplated now nor in the future. He’s still 
under contract to Bob Hope and Pepsodent, and as the situation stands 
now he would not consider moving. Certainly no such discussions could 
even come up without consulting his bosses first, says Mr. Mustache. 





Maybe it’s the retrenchment blues but whatever the reason, KFI, NBC 
outlet in Hollywood, has instituted a checkup system of weekly “progress 


year, the company feels it’s learned 
_considerably about the medium and 
|/now wants to vacation until such 
\time as video advertising will pay 


reports” from all department heads. 


week for the perusal of W. B. Ryan, 





Those in charge of sections must 


furnish a detailed account of activities and accomplishments during each 


g.m. 








|off in the way of product sales, ac- 
|cording to Donovan B. Stetler, SB 


three, and sometimes four bars can | 
be found in a single block. Here is | 


veepee over advertising. SB real- 
izes it’s losing the franchise it had 
'on the two cream time slots but still 
_would rather look in from the out- 
|side for awhile, Stetler said, and 
|take its chances of picking up good 
\time when it returns to the video 
| waves, 


‘CHI VIDEO SLATED 
FOR UPWARD SPURT 


Chicago, March 4. 

Prediction that Chi video will 
spurt upward within the next year 
was made by Ardien B. Rodner, Jr., 
Television Advertising Productions 
prexy, who told the Commerce Assn. 
ihere last week that receiver manu- 
facturers have allocated 20% ef 
their planned production of 360,000 
sets to local market. Action would 
make about 72,000 receivers avail- 
‘able to Chi area which now has 
1,200 sets in use. ; 








| 
| 











Continued from page 31 =e 
video still operating in the red, the 
lower budget for a one-acter should 
also be a point in its favor. 


Featuring a competent cast and 
on-the-toes production by Fred Coe, 
“Will” nonetheless faltered slightly 
because the script itself was weak. 
Supposedly a subtle comedy about 
three catty sisters fighting over some 
jewelry left them by their mother’s 
will, the show was all talk and no 
action and, with slight alterations, 
would have gone much better on 
the all-audio radio. Tele requires 
more action than most video pro- 
ducers want to give it. 

Carol Goodner, legit actress who 
scored recently in the preem pro- 
duction of Emlyn Williams’ “Think- 
ing Aloud” on WNBT, topped the 
cast with an excellent portrayal of 
the wealthy sister trying to fight off 
the greed of her old-maidish sister 
to protect the third member of the 
family. Mary Patton overplayed the 
role of the spinster. Cyrilla Dorn, 





Local influx of new units would 
make for WBKB, Chi 
Katz outlet, boosting their opera- 
, tions, both from a commercial and 
,quality standpoint. Rodner pointed 
'out that WBKB had a mere seven 


|KSD-TV, new St. 
'started biz 
| shows. 
| Badly needed video 
|should come around when 
sets hit the Chi market, 
| vision exec stated. This in itself will 


Louis 
with 27 


station, 
commercial 


do more to improve video fare than | , ‘ 
anything else. The outlet can’t be | '° the public on a broad entertain- 
bggen basis. Visual angle, of course, | 


expected to come through with top 
'quality sustainers unless the cash 
comes in to back operations. 


Chicago WBBM’s Unique 
Honor in Willkie Awar 


Chicago, March 4. 





WBBM, CBS outlet, and Chicago | t 
Defender, Negro weekly, were pre- | year. Pointed out by many in the 


sented certificates of merit of the 


Wendell L. Willkie 
Awards Committee by 
| Truman 


category for radio in conferring 


| 


program “Democracy, 


Balaban & | 


sponsors | 
more | 
the tele- | 


Journalism | fashion industry's pitch to officially 
President | take world leadership away from 
last. Friday night at the ; Continental Europe. If the ‘47 fair 
| National Press Club in Washington. | g0es over, Hollywood and Coast de- 
Willkie committee created special | signers are expected to take an in- 


|honor “for significant success in ad- | topper said. 
|vancement of national unity” with | 


| 


| 


| 


sponsored shows last week, while| 


| was unostentatious but good. Stal. 
| a 


Production for the entire fair will 


as the third sister, and Alexander 
Clark, as the lawyer caught in the 


i of the family squabble, were 
good. 


_Coe directed the actors with the 
light touch required for situation 
comedy and handled his cameras in 
excellent style. Bob Wade's single 
set of the late mother’s living room 











Fashion Fair 


Continued from page 31 


is the basis for the plans. 


| be done by Leon Leonidoff, Radio 
| City Music Hall producer, while de- 
signing of sets and other stage busi- 
| Ness will be handled by Raoul du 
| Bois, Coast designer. 

| Fashion Fair will be presented on 
a nationwide basis in 1947, but plans 
go international the following 


industry is that this is the U. S. 





New Orleans—A permit to con- 
struct equipment for broadcasting 


; = 7 
Television Revi | 
e vision eviews via FM has been granted the Stephens 


Broadcasting Corp. by the FCC. 








Making the best 
even 
better! 





NOW — 


along with 
“The Texas Rangers” 


A sure-fire give-away or 
self-liquidating offer! At- 
tractive 48-pages of Original 
Songs The Texas Rangers 
Sing and scrap-book album. 
Provided sponsors of “The 
Texas Rangers” at cost! 


Write for full details. 





creasing interest in the biz, one 


Working with McCrary as execu- | 


U. S. A.” tive director of the fair is Lester B. 


|which has been aired since May, | Stone, exec secretary and asst. bud- 


| 1946. 


station has been so honored. 


| get director in the LaGuardia ad- 


It was the first time a local radio| ministration and Mayor O'Dwyer’s | 


1945 campaign director. 


The Texas Rangers 


AN ARTHUR B. CHURCH 
PRODUCTION 
PICKWICK HOTEL, KANSAS CITY 6, moO. 


———- 
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Radio Helping Negro Get Better 
Education, Bryson Tells AASA 


: Atlantic City, March 4. 
Through the medium of radio the 
American Negro is given an oOppor- 


of communication, like the motion 
pictures and cheap print and radio 
—especially radio—is open to their 








K. C. Theatre, Station 
Combine on Film Quiz 


Kansas City, March 4. 
A longtime study on how to put 
a theatre on the air as a local spon- 
sor has culminated in the signing of 
a contract here between the New- 


Radio Reviews 


Continued from page 34 


Hayes Brown, mother of the stage 
star, Helen Hayes, who gave*.an in- 
teresting account of how she encour- 
aged her daughter, when a child, to 
embark on a theatrical career. She 
opined that all children should be 





tunity to get the popular education 
that is counting so much in Amer- 
ican culture, Lyman Bryson, CBS 
counsellor on public affgirs, told | 
the annual convention of the Amer- 
ican Assn. of School Administrators 
here yesterday (3). 


anybody else. 

“There are places in this country | 
where a Negro has a hard time} 
getting a good education even if | 
he has brains,” said Bryson. “But | 
he can make full use of the popular | 


| People on the same terms as to 
| 


Leaders of the Negro minority education that is counting so much 
and other racial groups in the | in American culture And this gives 
United States are right in fighting} him his chance to understand his 
for better education and better | world and live in it.” 
working and living conditions for This knowoledge of western in- 
their people, he seid. dustrial civilization in which they 

“But they should not overlook the | live can be put to another use, the 

~ fact that a great deal of education | speaker declared, even more impor- 


tant that the betterment of the lives 
minority groups, 

Leaders among. the American | 
Negroes, he pointed out, are not only | 

a part of the U. S., but they also 

“belong to the great majority of 
mankind which is not white but col- | 


by means of the great mass media 


ol 


> b J J 
Des Moines’ Giant Tower 
Des Moines, March 4. 
Des Moines is slated to have the 
tallest structure in the world since 


an application on file with the FCC ,ored ... and in the future they may | 
asks for an FM tower 1.530 feet aspire to be the intermediaries | 
high for station KRNT-FM. The | between the West and Asia and 
tower would be higher than either | Africa.” 


This chance to serve humanity 
the highest level of greatness would 
chance enough for American 


the Fiffel tower or the Empire State on 
building. 

FCC has_ already authorized 
KRNT-FM with the power of 157,000 Negroes, Bryson concluded, to com- 
watts. pensate them for what they have 
= lsuffered at the hands of white 
|men, and make coming generations 
| grateful. 


be 

















| ‘Fortune’ on Radio 


Continued from page 28 








they get a satisfaction from higher 


quality, and because they have a 
|conviction that eventually it will 
| pay. In the hands of such pioneers, 


|radio might at long last become an 
| institution of rich and varied and 
solid worth.” 


Chief point of rebuttal made by 
Fortune against radio defenders is 
against the argument advanced by | 
top radio brass that the revolt iS a} 
“minority action.” If that’s true, 
Fortune points out, there’s “very lit- | 
tle of the hothouse” in the revolt. | 
“Thus, the great show business trade 
weekly, VARIETY,” the mag declares, | 
|‘whose brow may be broad but is} 
|searcely high, is one of radio's! 
critics, observing among | 




















| severest 


|embrace seriously any other 


Be 2. Je ithan that of an _ entertainment 


| medium.’” 
One of the most penetrating 
ed cashman 
HOLLYWOOD 


points made by Fortune is_ that 
| radio has lost all sense of showman- 
{ship. “One would seldom suspect 
| from radio,” the article says, “that 
the U. S., as Broadway has repeat- 
\edly preved, contains many superb 
showmen—masters of pace, suavity, 
glitter. And why, in passing, has 
the whole radio industry produced 
no outstanding new comedian, save 
the rising Henry Morgan, in the 
past 10 years? Finally, when radio’s 
performance happens to be good, 
the listener ‘must put up with fatu- 
ous and maddeningly incongruous 
commercials. A great many people 
who are not in the least highbrow 
are repelled by the whole pervading 
tone of radio salesmanship.” 


























OLAN SOULE 
Sterring in 
“GRAND MARQUEE” 
NBC—Coast to Coast 
Rayve Cteme Shampoo 
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ON TARGET 


The fiovice soon discovers that there’s 
more to a “‘strike’’ than meets the eye. 
Perfect timing, impact, and follow,;through 
—marks of the expert — distinguish each ex- 
perienced Weed and Company representative. 


WEED ,,, 3 


STATION 
anbp company 





REPRESENTATIVES 
NEW YORK > BOSTON- CHICAGO - DETROIT-SAN FRANCISCO-ATLANTA-HOLLYWOOD 


| Wife,” 


ited to the Victor Borge show which 


| tainment into the super brackets 


| other things that ‘radio has failed to | 
role | 


encouraged by parents, despite 
whether latter are not entirely in 
accord, figuring that if the kids get 
off on the wrong foot they'll switch 
of their own accord to such pur- 
suits for which they are better suited, 


man theatre and KCMO. ; 
Manager M. D. Cohn signed to 

back a half-hour show for teen-agers, 

teen-age experts to answer questions 








but if not properly encouraged may Saturday mornings. Series started | 
resent discouragement and cling to| March 1. Idea includes a board of 
something for which they are not | teenage experts to answer questions | 
suited through stubbornness, Other| sent in by listeners and by theatre | 
mothers’ problems were usual run-| patrons. Experts are high-schoolers 
of-the-mill stuff, with Dr. Lane con-| chosen in a recent competition. If 
curring that children should be en-| he answers the question correctly | 
couraged by parents and will rem- ’ 


- 7 contestant gets Gucats to the .theatre; | 
edy their mistakes later in life and 5 atre, 


will be all the stronger in character if not answered the sender gets $3. 
for finding their own niche in life, Program was tried out last De- 
whatever it may be cember with a half-hour broadcast 


Opening session made for good | from the stage of the theatre. Only 
listening, was instructive and should | change in the new deal is to take the 
build up a sizeable listening audi-| proadcast inte ‘the =KCMO studios. 
— cuneng Eide and setts coe Ken Heady and Sid Tremble of the 
1e lunchtime airings. * |KCMO staff produce with Chuch 
Frizzell, Junior College student, as | 
emcee. 

Principal reason for the show 
establish a radio time at which 
listeners can always get Newman 
theatre news, and the show will also | 
day night on Mutual’s “Family The- | plug the industry as well as product 
atre” in a warm, captivating dra | (Paramount and Warners) booked 
matic vignette tabbed “J. Smith and | into the house, Cohn said. 

with Irene Dunne playing |, 


opposite him. The story of the mar- 
| 
| B’casters, Profs 


i 

ried couple (who die in a boat sink- | 
} Continued from page 28 
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{Follow-up Comment 
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is | 
to 





Bing Crosby went “straight” Fri- 











ing) outsi@e the gates of the Elysian 
Fields was full of tenderness and 
beauty, keyed to the thematic pur- 
pose of the “Family” series. 








| confronted with possible bucking or, | 
“Telephone Hour” put on its most | at best, split thinking between | 
ambitious entertainment effort to | northern and southern broadcasters. 
date with its Monday (3) show, In addition to the FCC sticking its | 
marking the 100th anni of the birth | nose in the situation to act as “me- 
of Alexander Graham Bell. It was a | djator,.” another Federal office. Of- | 
classic 60 minutes of classical music |g... ,, ye Ae o. ree, 
extending over into the time allot- | fice of Education, has written the 
|educators in support of the bills. 


usually follows. Such top-flight tal- | Dr. Franklin Dunham wired from 
ent as Jascha Heifetz, Helen Traubel | Washington: “At meeting of Federal 
and Raymond Massey put the enter- | Radio Education Committee I was 
| instructed to forward you a letter 
Program had some memorable in support of statewide educational 
moments, such as Miss Traubel’s| noncommercial FM network to ex- 
rendition of “Voi Lo Sapete” from | tend services of education by radio 
Cavalleria Rusticana” and Heifetz’s |t all schools . 
soloing of two movements from | ; Ps d 
“Bruch’s “Scotch Fantasy,” but ma- | ~ 
jor strength was contained in the | COUrSES in 
dramat section conférenciered by | California.” 
Raymond Massey. Script by Norman | 
Rosten montaged the early develop- 
ment of the telephone. Withal a 
solid package. 


school systems, col- 
universities, and adult 
education throughout 


leges 





FMA Woos: Educators 
Washington, March 4, 
| A committee of the FM Associa- 


_ _ |tion met with FCC last week to dis- 
Lillian Roth, self-admitted disci- cuss FM allocation problems but 
| ple of Alcoholics Anonymous, made | came out of the meeting with a 


for a _ revealing, stimulatin ‘ 

rather heroic ctstect as Gee = strong press release endorsing the | 
Barry Gray’s WOR guesters. Lam- | formation of educational FM net- 
misters from the “Lost Weekend,” | Works. 

if of the sterner sex, are one thing | Declared Roy Hofheinz, president 
in show business; it’s something else | of FM Association: “I strongly urge 
again when a gal like Miss Roth | educational institutions to et busy 
tells her story of spiritual awakening | “eH: g usy 
on all-night disk jockey program o aos 9 Cognex jn Be sci 
Those in show business who knew tions. _ FMA’s endorsement of edu- 
of Miss Roth when she was the wife ipmoreeres in ‘radio was backed up by a 
of Judge Benjamin Shalleck. and | special $25 membership offer to edu- 
the manner in which Milton Berle |¢@tors. Regular commercial FMers 
re oh A nee scene s show biz hee: $100 a year. 

: sional comeback, kept it with- The FMA endorsement came at a 
in the trade, as in the case of so | timeswhren-some-FC€ members were 


many another intra-show biz inci- F sh: 

dent. But for a girl to get nag Bo pr ihe i ang yl ronan 
the mike—the week before she tol | of broadcasters in California to for- 
it to Earl Wilson, N. Y. Post col- | ™ation of a statewide educational 


umnist—is not only a self-sacrificial | "¢twork. 
commentary but in no small meas- | 























|ing drama and music groups. 


FMer Ties In Schools 
On Programs to Mold 
Moppets’ Music Tastes 


San Antonio, March 4, 

Long-range plans aimed at bring. 
ing FM reception of classical music 
into San Antonio schoolrooms were 
crystallized here last Saturday (1) 
at a luncheon attended by music 
and drama teachers from local 
schools and high schools, principals 


of several of the schools and Charles 


| D. Lutz, manager of KYFM, local 
| FM outlet owned and Operated by 


| the Express and Evening News 
Under a cooperative program ar- 
ranged by the group, FM receivers 
will be set up in each school and 
while music appreciation Classes 
|convene, KYFM will air a special 
|“Know Your Fine Music.” 
At the same time, a 45-minute 


program each Monday over KYFM 
will be staged by the schools, featur- 
First 
quarter-hour will be devoted to a 


| dramatic offering by students of 
| Lanier High School. A half hour 
featuring the band and soloists of 
Tech High School will follow. As 
equipment becomes available KYFM 
will send a remote crew to various 
schools and pick up programs for 
i} remote broadcasts. 














“HIRES TO YA'" 
FOR SECOND YEAR 
CBS, COAST-TO-COAST 














ure an inspirational keynote; par- | 
ticularly in view of her admission| Raleigh — Spartanburg Broadcast | 


that since she was 19, and for the|ing Co., which oper 
* : 40... tes 
16 years thereafter, alcoholism was | at ort, ‘wah bee 


a peculiar personal problem. Spartanburg, S. C., has been | 


| granted an FCC permit to construct | 
an FM station. 
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LANNY ROSS 


BROOK CLUB 
MIAMI’S FINEST 














WRITER 


Topical satire a la Will Rogers in- 
vites inquiries. 
Box 550, Variety. 
154 W. 46th St., New York 19 

















Hucksters 


Continued from page 29 








(GIN THE CENTER OF 


our buck that’s paying for this op- 
eration.” Recent factors, such as 
high cost of production and talent, 
labor scares, and much-publfcized |” 
dropoff in the overall quality of pro- 
gramming, brought matters to a 
head during past weeks. Original 
idea was to have West meet with 
his members and their agencies, and 
then subsequently huddle with the 
four network presidents, but the | 
final arrangement had everyone 
meeting together. 

At the close of the confab, those | 
present were asked to set forth ' 
their recommendations for the struc- 
ture of thee, institute in letters to 
front offices of their own organiza- 





tion. Letters will be sifted and re- 
sults of the correspondence dis- 
cussed at the next meet. Word so 


far is that most of the correspond- 
ence has shown general approval of 
the structure and function of the in- 
stitute as proposed by Mortimer, but 
| that the networks are. inclined to 
| look askance at placing too much 








| three-man committee. | 
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THE UTAH MARKET 





| emphasis on the control angle of the JOH 
pJOHN BLAIR & CO., NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE 

















[ 


i ee ee 


Wednesday, March 5, 1947 


VARTETY 





























ee 


ee | oo 
‘DR. I. QO.” 
STARTING IETS 9th YEAR 

on NBC 


Thanks va: 


GRANT ADVERTISING, INC. 
MARS, INC. 


From: 


Dr. I. @.°s Creator-Ownrer-Writer 


LEE SEGALL 


The Lee Segall operated stations KIXL and KIXL-fm in Dallas, 
Texas, will go on the air soen. These stations will offer an 
actual work-shop test program service for new ideas. Write 
for particulars te: Lee Segall, ¢ e@ Radice Town, 1401 South 
Akard Street, Dallas, Texas. 
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Marry James, an established disk- 
xer, is just about the only nickel- 
deon regular to come through 
is week. His Columbia of “You'll 
ever Know” sounds like a real 
enateher. Taking this Gordon-War- 
ren tune at a slow tempo and provid- 
ing it with a pleasantly uncompli- 
ted arrangemenet, James makes it 

e best Wurlitzer possibility among 
the ourrent batch of disks. There's 
mo vocal but James’ trumpet sings 
the melody with a good deal of 
gg It’s a danceable face. Back- 
g. “Keb-Lah,” is another instru- 


a 


Best Bets 


Dance—“You'll Never 
(Harry James). 
Ballad—“I’m in the Mood for 


Know” 


Love” (Monica Lewis). 
Novelty—“Bobby Sox Idol” 
(Wilmouth Houdini). 
Blues—“The Spider and the 
Fly” (Myra Taylor). 
Mot — “Bill's Mill” (Count 
Bagie). 
Instrumental — “Lydia” (Ray 
Bloch) 





ental on the order of “Caravan.” 
gs one, writte: by James and his 
trombonist, Juan Hizol, who com- 
posed “Caravan” for, Duke Ellington, 
will draw some trade among the hot 
fans, but the money bet is “You'll 
Never Know.” 


Monica Lewis revives two oldies 
—“‘Why Do I Love You?” and “I'm 
In the Mood for Love” on Signa- 
ture. Backed by an unobtrusive Ray 
Bloch accompaniment, she manages 
to get across a good deal of s.a. 
“Mood” sounds like the bigger hit of 
the two, but either side could be- 
come coin machine hits. Miss Lewis’s 
vooal pashiness should prompt disk- 
box ops to investigate her without 
delay. 


Ceunt Basie’s second for RCA- 
Victor brackets “Free Eats” with 
“Bill’s Mill.” Basie’s ensemble has 
rarely sounded more exciting than 
e “Mill,” a Basie-Gene Roland tune. 

ount’s piano has sparkle, brass 
plays with bite and cleanness, and 
the whole band has the relaxed 
quality that brought it attention 
some 10 years ago, Featured soloists 
on this face are Gene Gonsalves, 
tenor sax; Basie, and Harry Edison 
and Emmett Berry, trumpets. This 
job has immense delicacy and, for 
all its rhythmie drive, a good deal of 
restraint. If probably won't be a 
diskbox wow, but it should do hand- 
somely with hot fans and race loca- 


locks: Jukes and Disks 


By George Frazier 








certainly be built into an attraction 
if Mercury gets behind her. “The 
Spider and the Fly” is one of those 
things that could become a big 
seller, 

The Modernaires with Paula Kelly 
do “Hoodle Addle” and “It’s Lovin’ 
Time” (Columbia) in a style that 
should put them across on the ma- 
chines. “Hoodle” is the novelty 
number that’s beginning to catch on, 
while “Lovin’ Time” is a slow and 
pleasant ballad. 

“Richard” is still with us. This 
week the nonsense is increased by 


“Richard’s Answer (I Ain’t Gonna 
Open That Door),” written by 
Fetchit and someone named Jerome. 
Personally, we found it pretty dull, 
but race locations will give it at 
least a mild play. Other entry is an 
Empey label of “Open the Door, 
Richard.” This is a really bewilder- 
ing item, apparently a West Indian 
treatmtnt of the number marked in 
spots by accents that sound com- 
pletely West-Indianish. To quote 
from+the label, it is “Sung, Acted 
and Swung by Tosh (One String 
Willie) and His Jivesters assisted by 
Dorothy Chappelle and Virgil Van 
Cleve.” This should give you a faint 
idea. Things being the way they are 


British Best Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending Feb. 27) 
London, Feb. 28. 
Old Lamplighter.,.........Dash 
Anniversary Song......Connelly 
April Shower-.........Chappell 
To Each His Own......Victoria 
Five Minutes More.,....Morris 


ge Ae ovedeons Uae 
Dream Again....... eeaboner Box 
Things We Did........... Morris 


May I Call You Sweetheart. Dash 
Sentimental Reasons...Maurice 
Stars Will Remember. .Feldman 
Whole World Singing.F. D. & H. 


Second 12 





two more releases. First is a two- | 
part Apollo by Stepin Fetchit called | 





in the record business, however, this 
job is so screwy that it might click 
in race locations. We wouldn't bet 
on it, though. 


King Houdini and His Calypso 
Parliament do “Bobby Sox Idol” 
(Apollo) and it’s one of the most 
engaging calypso numbers to have 
come along in a great while. It has 
verve and inventiveness and should 
attrack attention among jukes and 
jocks. Idol referred to is, obviously, 


Suggested Programs 

“Down South Camp Meeting” 
—Benny Goodman (Victor). 

“Sweet and Lovely”—Russ Co- 
lumbo (Victor). -+ 

“Whispering” — Lena Horne 
(Black & White). 

“Emperor Waltz”—Harry Hor- 
lick (Decca). 

“Dip Your Brush in the Sun- 
shine”—Ted Lewis (Columbia). 

“She Didn’t Say Yes”’—Peggy 
Lee (Capitol) 


“Bill’s Mill’”—Count Basie 
(Victor). 

Program 2 
“The Man in the Moon’— 


Tommy Dorsey (Victor). 
“At Your Command” — Joe 
Alexander (Capitol). 





tions. “Free Eats” has a vocal by the 
nd and some fine ensemble work. 

it’s not quite up to “Bill's Mill” 
trom the point of le jazz hot, it’s 
probably, because of the singing, a 
lightly stronger nickelodeon possi- 

ility. It’s a cinch in race locations. 
Im any event, no one interested in 
pig band jazz at its best should ig- 

ore this disk. 

Jane Harvey, who chirped briefly 
with Benny Goodman, is out on 
Victor with a coupling of “Foggy 
River” and “My Number One Dream 
Came True,” backed on both by the 
Page Cavanaugh Trio “Foggy,” a 

ilibillyish item, has a pleasant me- 

ody and an engaging lyric and 

could conceivably attract a lot of 

nickels. “Dream,” on the other hand, 
merges as fairly routine stuff. Miss 
arvey shows possibilities, 

Johnny Bothwell’s “Get a Pin-Up 
Girl” (Signature) really hasn’t much 
to recommend it, but it ends with a 
trick that is just silly enough to give 
it a chance on the machines. What 
happens is that a girl with an insin- 
uating voice (Clare Hogan, presum- 
ably) gives her telephone number. 

Miklos Rossa, who did the impres- 

ive scores for “The Lost Week 

d,” “The Killers,” and “Spell- 
bound,” has a tune galled “Lydia” 
from an Alexander Korda film of 

is name) whieh makes highly 
pleasant listening in a Signature 
version by Ray Bloch. This sort of 

isk—soft and tuneful and without 


“ @ vocal—is admirable for the cock- 


lounge burgs. The reverse— 
“When I Grow Too Old to Dream”— 
is done more pretentiously, featur- 
ing a vocal choir and some effective 
piano by Johnny Guarnieri. “Lydia” 
is the nickelodeon side, though. 
Myra Taylor, a fine blues singer, 
has four Mercury faces which are 
Raturals for the race locations—as 
well as for jocks and hot disko- 
hiles. They arg “Tell Your t 
ri Nothin.” “The Spider an 
the Fly,” “Take It Easy, Greasy,’ 
and “Still Blue Water.” Miss Tayloy 
sings quietly and feelingly and-can 


“Tangerine” — Jimmy Dorsey 
(Decca), 

“Aloha 
(Decca). 

“Got a Date With an Angel’— 
Hal Kemp (Columbia). 

“Suddenly” — Hildegarde 
(Decca). 

“You Made Me Love You”— 
Harry James (Columbia). 


Oe” — Bing Crosby 


Mr. Sinatra. He has no reason to 
complain at the way he is treated by 
the Houdini gang, who say “Frankie, 
my boy, you don’t know—you have a 
perfect voice to sing calypso.” The 
disk has, by the way, a fine beat. 


Wax Facts 
Carl Brisson is out with an Apollo 
album that will probably delight 
Birrsonatics. He does: “The Mani- 


curist,” “The Perfume Song,” 
“Doodle Song,” “Girl Around the 
Corner,” “Lillette,’” and “The 


French Marquise.” Jerry Jerome’s 
band handles the backgrounds .. . 
“Baby, You Can’t Get Me Down” by 
Ted Daffan and his Texans (Colum- 
bia) sounds like the likeliest of the 
new cactus cuttings ... Big Bill, 
one of the most reliable of all blues 
singers, does “Double Trouble” and 
“All By Myself” (Columbia) with 
his usual depth and authenticity. 


SIGNATURE SELLS ALL 
295,000 COMMON STOCK 


Signature Records has disposed of 
all 295,000 shares of common stock 
put up for sale at $1 per. By the 
middle of last week the block was 
oversubscribed, Signature claimed, 
all of it going out in parcels of 1,000, 
500, 200, 100, etc., quite a large slice 
going to those within the music and 
recording businesses. 

Willis E. Burnside Co., New York 
stock broker, handled disposition of 
the shares. 








World Belongs to You.Strauss-M 


Accordion .....:.....+...+. Wright 
Zip-A-Dee-Doo-Dah ........Sun 
Ole Buttermilk Sky......Morris 


Sooner or Later. .....cccee. Sun 
Rickety Rickshaw Man.Southern 
You Make Love...Macmelodies 
Shall Always Remember. Sterling 
Somewhere in Night.New-World 


Don’t Fall in Love........ Wood 
Each Little Hour....Cinephonic 
Tite: Is BIW Re.cescaces Wood 





Reorg Plan Laid 
Before Owners 
Of Musicraft 


Musicraft Records’ reorganization 
plan, to be officially placed before 
stockholders next Monday (10) in 
New York, was distributed to the 
latter last week. Designed to take 
the company out of the deep fi- 
nancial straits in which it has been 
in recent months, the plan outlines 
a complete reorganization in an at- 
tempt to overcome a net loss of 
$1,952,833. 

By this setup, which entails issuing 
470,518 shares of authorized common 
stock, par value $1, Musicraft hopes 
to raise a total of $838,147 in cash, 
which would put it back on a sound 
financial basis. However, the plan 
asserts, before this can be done “it 
is recognized that the corporation 
requires the services and assistance 
of some outstanding and successful 
person in the phonograph record in- 
dustry to help guide it to a success- 
ful position” (a failing virtually all 
recording companies have recog- 
nized, particularly the indies; there 
just aren’t enough men of experi- 
ence). “Musicraft feels that the one 
who can fill the bill is Milton 
Diamond, former secretary, associ- 
ate chairman of the board and gen- 
eral counsel for Decca Records, If 
the reorganization plan is okayed, 
he will head the company, or be- 
come one of its top executives. 

Plan also points out that Apollo 
Records, in which Garwood In- 
dustries has extensive holdings, has 
“indicated a possible interest in ac- 
quiring some of the (new) stock 
to be issued.” This was denied a few 
weeks ago by John Bergen, head 
of Garwood. 

In the reorganization plan, Atlas 
Corp., which was understood to have 
invested $400,000 in Musicraft, is re- 
vealed to have put only $250,000 into 
the firm, as a straight loan. This 
would be wiped out by the substitu- 
tion of 100,000 shares of common 
stock. 

While a total of $888,147 would be 
realized via the reorganization, not 
all of it would be realized from the 
sale of stock. Only $588,147 would 
come from this quarter, the re- 
maining $250,000 to be secured via a 
bank loan already arranged. 


HANNAH WILLIAMS CUTS 
WITH TOMMY DORSEY 


Hannah Williams, ex-wife of Jack 
Dempsey, is attempting another vocal 
comeback, this time with the aid of 
Tommy Dorsey. She recorded four 
sides with T. D. last week in New 
York for RCA-Victor release, Dorsey 
heading an eight-piece background 
combination. Songs cut were all 
future pops. 

Dorsey’s date, the first since sides 
he cut with the studio band he used 
on his recent Capitol theatre, N. Y. 
run, was done with such musicians 
as Johnny Mince, sax - clarinet man 
in T. D.’s first band; tenor-clarinet 
Boomy Richmond, trumpeter Charlie 
Shavers, Billy Bauer, guitar; Sandy 
Bloch, bass and Alvin Stoller drums. 








Perry Como on vacation for three 
weeks at Boca Raton, Florida, along 
with Tommy Valando, Santly-Joy, 
George Joy, of same firm, and Dick 





Voltter of Shapiro-Bernstein. 





10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


1. Anniversary Song (5) (Mood).......+.. Di MI ii + vis sect 


tteees Columbia 
2. For Sentimental Reasons (15) (Leeds).. } Chae Cole’ Trio. .... Capitol 
Charlie Spivak..,,, -- Victor 
. ' Freddy Martin 

; , a (9) (Encore)....e6. } s+ + eeees Vieto 

3. Managua, Nicaragua > Kay Kyser....... Colenaie 
: ' Jack McVea. Black & 

) eeeeee Whi 
4. Open Door, Richard (5) (Duchess) \¢ ount Basie,......._ Victas 

Perry Como........., Vict 
5. Sonata (9) (Oxferd) eer? eer eereee eee eae eerene bn Al Cavallaro er Need 

f Buddy Clark......Col ; 
; I l Morra (2) (Cha w.$ »» ©olumbia 
6. Things In Glocca Mor ppe ) Tommy Dorsey... Victor 

: , Dinah Shore.......Col i 

. nite ive) j -Columbia 
7. 'll Close My Eyes (2) (Maurice)....... ) Johnny Desmond... Victor 

; ; Te { Sammy Kaye........ . Vict 
8. Old Lamplighter (16) (Shapiro-B)..,... ) Kay Kyser...... ‘Columbia 
’ : \.Margaret Whiting... Capito} 
9. Gulley <R) (Peiat) cco: ancsesss ‘+ ) Johnny Desmond... Victor 
2 Ps { Clark-Noble ..... Columbia 
10, Linda (1) (Morris) ........00.. ‘+ ) Charles Spivak... _... Victor 

Coming Up 

F . we | Tex Beneke........... Victor 
Gal in Calico (12) (Remick) ....... ‘++ ) Bing Crosby.......... Beers 
z , | Harry James...... Columbia 
Oh, But I Do (7) (Witmark) Ses eer ae | Margaret Whiting... Capitol 
Huggin’ and Chalkin’ (9) (Hilidson),,...... Hoagy Carmichael... .Decca 
ee | ey MOP... ..... Columbia 
Old Buttermilk Sky (Burke-VH) .......... ) Connee Boswell,...... Besos 
y ; { Harry James......Columbia 
Sente. SSUNOEED \ cious coe ccnaduceee eaves t ) Herbie Fields... ...... Victor 
d {Perry Como ....,....Victor 
I Want To Thank Folks (Oxford).......... ) King Cole Trio .... Capitol 
ee TUE ININGNE Dc <5 5 sews bb cd a vod 60 03 sane Jan August.........Diamond 
ag re er ry Al Jolson............ Decca 
: P { Perry Como.......... Victor 
That's Beginning of End (ABC)........,.. ) King Cole........... Capitol 
: . : { Sammy Kaye......... Victor 
Zip-a-Dee-Doo-Dah (Santly-Joy) .......... ) Johnny Mercer...... Capitol 
: \ Frank Sinatra.... Columbia 
This Is Night (Jefferson). .... eecccces-oe ‘** ) Andy Russell........ Capitol 
You Can’t See Sun (Simon)................ Vaughn Monroe...... Victor 








Inside Stuff —Orchestras-Music 


Over past weekend, just prior to Stan Kenton orchestra closing month's 
stand at Avodon ballroom, Carlos Gastel, band’s manager, was admitted to 
the terpalace aftet owner earlier had banned him from premises. Jack 
Rogers, Avodon proprietor, had ordered Gastel out as climax to series of 
running arguments between the two. Although Kenton had done com- 
paratively good biz for the high-nut terpalace, Rogers proposed that the 
crew take a salary slice and work only three days (over weekend) instead 
of full final week. Gastel fumed at the suggestion and subsequent loud 
arguments brought about owner insisting manager stay away from his door, 

Gastel burnup at Rogers came as a result of having been forced initially 
to accept the Avodon date. Months ago orch was booked at a flat $6,500 
weekly, Early in December Rogers requested release from pact and Gastel 
agreed. Meanwhile Kenton had been amplifying crew and vocaljsts until 
payroll was $7,100 weekly. Then Rogers changed mind and insisted the 
engagement be fulfilled, even though band would lose coin, 





Apparently the suspicion of major music publishers in New York re the 
nomination of Irving Caesar as a publisher candidate for the board of the 
American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers presages exactly 
what was expected. One of the incumbents, who hasn't been using his 
board-ballot weight on major problems in the manner his contemporaries 
feel he should—i.e., voting as they vote—seems to be the objective of a 
clean-house campaign. 

Due to the method of ASCAP voting on such items (ballots are weighed 
according to the availability strength of individual firms; highest has more 
power, and so on down the line) a caucus of only four or five major pub- 
eso representatives can swing any man into or out of a position on the 

ard. 4 

Caesar himself got the same treatment from the writer faction of the 
Society’s board last year, when they ganged up on him and put him out 
after he had been on the board for years. 





Tommy Dorsey had some fun last week calling friends via marine tele- 
phone from his new boat, launched last week from a New York shipyard 
preparatory to a trip along the inland waterway to Florida. Phone, which 
cost Dorsey some $1,600 to install, was no more than regulated to the 
various wavelengths required than he began ringing friends to test the 
apparatus. Next day (Thursday), the 40-foot cruiser, named The Senti- 
mentalist, left N. Y. for Norfolk, where T. D. was to pick it up Saturday 
(1) after @ broadcast the night before on the Chesterfield program. Storms 
and ice forced the boat into Barnegat Bay, N. J., where it still awaits more 
favorable weather. Dorsey is still in N. Y. 





Tommy Dorsey’s representatives last week were barely in time to re- 
cover from the defunct 400 Club, New York, band platforms that he had 
loaned the elub’s operators when it was first opened. Club's equipment, 
liquor, ete., was all being sold at auction to satisfy creditors, and Dorsey $ 
platforms, worth $800, had been mistakenly listed for sale. He recovered 
them just in time. They originally were built for use at his Bernardsville, 
N. J., estate, now sold, during broadcasts done by his band from there. 





“Open the Door, Richard,” the screwiest novelty to hit since “Music Goes 
Round,” hit the top in column attention last week. It drew a spread in the 
staid American Banker, trade sheet of banking. Piece was due to the use 
of the song's title by several banking houses in advertising. Emigrant 
Savings Bank of N. Y., for example, used it in a tieup with the “Poor 
Richard” story to urge the opening of savings accounts. National Bank 
of Duluth used the phrase to point up an “Open the Door to Security” idea. 





Irving Berlin’s “Blue Skies” picture spurred some of the music punch 
into recalling that the inclusion of his “Everybody Step” marks the harbor 
out of which sailed Gershwin’s “Fascinating Rhythm” to everlasting glory. 
Not that Gershwin lifted anything, it’s just that both numbers present 4 
distinct similarity in construction. Hum each of ‘em and you'll get it 
immediately. This particular Gershwin ‘tem, from the score of the show, 
“Lady Be Good,” is still regarded by many as the best rhythm tune he 
ever wrote, 

é Quasee 

New York cops last week recovered in a pawn shop a new trumpet stolen 
Feb. 6 from Louis Armstrong. Horn was a new French Selmer, the only 
type Armstrong uses, which had just been delivered to him after a walt of 


nearly two and a half years. He hadn't played it publicly at all when it 
was stolen from one of his aides. 
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Doesn't Berlin Think He’s Made Good? 


Irving Berlin individually and collectively figured in two rather his- 
toric picture deals within a period of less than a month, both with 
Metro, one item calling for $600,000 and the other for $650,000. Yet, 


Berlin sometimes acts as if he’s considering the possibility of i 
last dollar. Ward Morehouse quotes the No. 1 iis cee en 
stating, “You know, if something happened and I found I had to go 
back to work, to start working at Jimmy Kelly's all over agin, I think 
I could do it. The change wouldn't be too bad, or difficult to make. I 
could still sing a little, I guess. My voice has always been a sort of 
whisky voice-—it’s just one of those things.” 

This crack, in Morehouse’s crack bit of reporting (“A Trip to China- 
town With Irving Berlin—A Sentimental Journey by a Man, With 
a Talent That Now Produces Millions, to the Places and Days When 
His Talent Produced Pennies and Dimes”: N. Y. Sun, Feb. 24), struck 
many showmen that Berlin acts as if he still doesn’t know if he’s 
made good. 


Which brings us back to those nifty items above mentioned. The 
600G is a record for a single straight screen-writing assignment, in this 
instance Berlin’s “Easter Parade,” calling for three or four original 
songs and seven or eight oldies—including the famed title song. 

Berlin will have the pick of the Metro talent stable, not excluding 
Frank Sinatra, Judy Garland, Jimmy Durante, Mickey Rooney and 
Kathryn Grayson, under Arthur Freed’s production, 

The $650,000 item covers the screen rights to “Annie Get Your Gun,” 
tunes by Berlin, book by Dorothy and Herbert Fields, as produced 
currently on Broadway by Rodgers & Hammerstein (Ethel Merman 
starred), wherein he shares one-third thereof with the librettists. 

Back to Morehouse’s sentimental journey (journalistically) with 
songsmith Berlin, to his old Bowery and Chinatown haunts, one of 
the slight omissions which Berlin regrets was the fact that it was in 
the drugstore at No. 6 Bowery that he first met Joe Schenck, his friend 
through the years. When Berlin was sapolioed in the 1929 debacle 
Schenck came to his rescue. Schenck helped bankroll the Music Box 
theatre, and it was in Schenck’s home, as a house guest this past couple 
of months, that Berlin set both Metro deals. 

















Pluggers Union Weighs 3 Gripes 
On Payola; Major Pub Involved 


Musie Publishers Contact 
ployees union in New York is cur- 
rently digesting a trio of complaints 
filed by members vharging others 
with payola activities. One of the 
cases, it’s claimed, involves a maior 
publishing outfit, and if the charges 
are sustained and the union takes 
the action it is expected to under 
the circumstances, the lid may once 


‘ again blow off the situation in New 


York. 

If that occurs it will be the first 
time that the MPCE has moved in 
against any member or publishing 
house on payola charges in years— 
since a case involving the Three 
Suns, where a small group of contact 
men were fined, one $1,000. 

Meanwhile, the MPCE is due to 
deliver soon the final results of «@ 
letter circulated among members 
and publishers several months ago 
asking for opinions on three ques- 
fons re controlling the payola biz. 

ey are: (1) whether to set up a 
“czar”; (2) whether to eliminate 
clauses eight and nine in the MP€E 
contract which forbid paying for 
plugs, thereby meking it a wide- 
open affair, and (3) to call for Gov- 
ernment intervention, Latter means 
calling in tax people to eheck sums 
handed out for plugs and whether 
the donors and recipients are prop- 
erly itemizing such items on tax re- 
ie th tively f 

Apparently, the comp vely few 
letters returned to the MPCE of the 
batch sent out are not in favor of the 
“ezar” idea, nor are they anxious 
for Government intervention. Most, 
it’s elaimed, would like to see the 
two forbidding rules knoeked out in- 
stead, 


‘Anniversary Song’ 
Top Sale Points Up 
Value of Pic Co-op 


Current position of “Anniversary 
Song” at the head of all bestselling 
lists once again points up the value 
of close cooperation between Holly- 
wood film producers and the music 
publishing field. With representatives 
et Hollywood studios who know the 
tremendous value of the proper 
spotting of songs in pictures, such 
as Jonie Taps at Columbia studios, 
and Dick Powers at Metro, the pos- 
sibilities for mutual exploitation of 
both pictures and songs are almost 
unlimited. 

“Anniversary,” due to the way it 
is done in “The Jolson Story,” pro- 
duced by Columbia, received tre- 
mendous impetus, which, of course, 


had to be followed up by publisher 
Shapiro-Bernstein. It isn't often, 
however, that a tune gets such spot- 
ting. Song, incidentally, is the first 
waltz to hit the top slot in sales in 
years. 
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Buddy Morris Maps 


Spring Europe Trip 
Edwin H. (Buddy) Morris, head of | 
the Morris music publishing com- | 
bine, leaves New York May 24 for | 
a European jaunt. He'll go first to | 
England to look over his afffiliation 
there with the Dreyfus publishing 
interests, with which he operates a 
Edwin H. Morris, Ltd. From there, 
Moyris goes to the Continent. 
Trip will consume eight to 10 
weeks, 


Big 3 Office Aides 
Vote Tieup With 


| 








An Epidemic 

“Open the Door Richard!” 
craze has spawned a rash of 
follow-ups by various diskeries. 
Jack MeVea, who introed “Rich- 
ard” on the Black & White label, 
pressed a sequel, “The Key’s in 
the Mailbox” backed by “Rich- 
ard Gets Hitched” for the same 
waxery while Dusty Fletcher, 
who cut “Richard” for National, 
is readying a sister platter. 

Apollo has Stepin Fetchit on 
shellac with “I Ain’t Gonna Open 
That Door” and _ songsmith 
Clarence Gaskill has dusted off 
| “Close the Door Dora” on sheet 
music. 


ASCAP Coast Sesh 
Unusually Quiet 


Hollywood, March 4. 

Last week's American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers’ 
;confab here proved dull by many 
jpast standards. Coast members 
j usually blow off a bit of steam, but 
,this year they did little to plague 
; the visiting ASCAP biggies—prez 
| Deems 











eee 


Taylor, general manager 
|John G. Paine, secretary George 
| Meyers 

Only one mild flurry was caused 


{when several writers persisted in 
jasking why the Society continued to 
;permit publisher members to set up 

Broadcast Music, Inc., — subsids 
whereas a writer member cannot 
have a link with the rival. Paine 
stilled the rising tumult by announc- 
ing that ASCAP plans to probe this 
|matter “and perhaps resolve” it by 
| next September. 

At the confab, which was closed 
to all except ASCAP members, the 
1946 report of the Society was offi- 
cially read. It was explained that 
the Society is seeking to inspire a 
congressional bill to pave the way 
for the collection of royalties from 
iukeboxes, that plans are being made 
to license television stations, despite 
fact James C. Petrillo as yet has not 
okayed video work for musicians. 

Also revealed was reason behind 
ASCAP’s recently announced inten- 
tion of commencing negotiations in 
March with National Association of 
Broadcasters, although the radio pact 
does not expire until 1949. Accord- 
ing to the ASCAP toppers, they got 
wind of reports that BMI biggies 
were buzzing Justin Miller that 
ASCAP was quietly waiting until 
eve of contract’s expiration and then 
would ambush radio with mountain- 
ous demands. Just to prove such was 
not the case, according to the visit- 
ing firemen, negotiations have been 
set to start well ahead of pact’s ex- 





Picture Union 


Office employees of Robbins, Feist 
and Miller music eompanies (Big 3) 
last week voted to form a unit of 
the Motion Picture Office Employees 
Union. Unit, consisting of secretaries, 
bookkeepers, et al., are, with officials 
of the MPOE, preparing to negotiate 
a contract with Robbins officials and 
controllers of three firms. Com- 
panies’ employees are eligible for 
MPOE membership because of the 
firm's Metro control. 


Only other music group whose 
office employees are members of 
the MPOE is the Warner Bros. com- 
bine of Harms, Remick and Wit- 
mark. These outfits, via their con- 
nection with the parent organiza- 
tions, are wide open to unionization 
by the MPOE. Professional staffs, of 
course, cannot be approached by the 
lattey since they are all members 
f the Music Publishers Contact 
mployees union, 


SIGNATURE CLOSING 
DOOR ON ‘RICHARD’ 


Few songs have been the center 
of so much attention as Leeds’ 
“Open the Door, Richard.” 

Last week, Signature Record Co. 
voluntarily withdrew its recorded 
version from the market after the 
disk, by Walter Brown and the Tiny | 
Grimes Sextet, had been banned 
from most recorded radio programs. 
In addition to oe | aoe 
pressings of the disk, ignature 
claims to have withdrawn unsold 
pressings from the market. 

Signature’s action is said to have | 
been based on charges that its ver- 
sion of the song was off color. Ex- 
actly how many pressings were re- 
called by the company is unknown 
even to the latter. i 





piration. 
About 200 Coast members turned 
out, of whom only four were pubs. 


JACK KAPP’S SLOGAN 


Abortive Flight to Havana Leaves 
Him Hot For Choochoos 


Jack Kapp. Decca prez, now en 
route to the Coast—by train—for a 
fortnight’s recording 0.0. brings 
back a new slogan from Havana, 
to wit: “go by air if you got time 
to spare.” He says that’s the new 
theme song in daiquiri-land, due to 
disrupted schedules which took him 
from the Cuban capital to Tampa 
to Charleston, S. C., period. From 
there on he and five other passen- 
ers, similarly laden down with 
ll rum and cigars, were told 
there were railroad accomodations 
awaiting them. These turned out to 
be chairs in the club car, and they 
sat up all night, again laden down 
with said Cuban rum and seegars 
(“which I don't drink or smcke, 
says Kapp). 

Following the Decca sales execs’ 
regional powwows in Chi and New 
Orleans, he clippered to Havana for 
the weekend, to house-guest with 
author J. P. McEvoy. That’s where 
the Decca prez made his second 
aeronautical mistake. About a year 
ago he and Mrs. Kapp decided on a 
Bermuda trip by air which was 
equally abortive, only more so, start- 
ing out from New York and winding 
up in Baltimore, after doubling back 
twice. 

That's why Kapp is now en route 
to the Coast for some Bing Crosby 
recording huddles, but by train. Oh 
yes, there's a Chi stopoff tomorrow 
(Thursday) when he addresses the 








“records are the textbooks of the 
future, used either alone in certain 
pedagological approaches or as com- 
panion pieces to lectures.” He will 
accent the value of “sound-on-disk 
in the documenting of the symbols 
of civilization to preserve their 
historic and educational values.” 


senior class of the University of Chi- | 
‘cago Law School on the thesis of 





Feist, Writers of ‘Rum and Coke’ 
Lose Infringement Rap in N. Y. 





NCAC Bucking Judson’s 
' Hold on Longhair Maestros 


National Concert & Artists Corp., 
| rival to Columbia Concerts in the 
|longhair field, is going into the biz 
lof representing conductors, a field 
hitherto monopolized by Columbia's 
|}prez Arthur Judson, who virtually 
{has a stranglehold on concert baton- 
ists in the U. S. NCAC, which started 
lining up conductors a year ago, ex- 
pects however to stick to a small 
exclusive list. 
| Marks Levene, NCAC v.p. last week 
igned up Fabien Sevitzky, conductor 


chestra, and nephew of Serge Kous- 
sevitzky, Boston Symph head: Gae- 
tano Merola, director of San Fran- 
cisco Opera Co.; Erich Kleiber, con- 
ductor of Havana Philharmonic; 
Walter Herbert, Fritz Busch; Fritz 
Stiedry, Emil Cooper and Louis 
| Fourestier. Last four named are now 
conducting at the . Metropolitan 


Opera, N. Y., NCAC having been in- 
strumental in getting these contracts 
Busch came from South America for 
the booking, other three direct from 
Europe 


Hampton, Decca 


Sign for 2 Yrs. 
At $50,000 Per 


Lionel Hampton's weeks - old 
wrangling with Decca Records over 
|a new contract was ended last week 
| with the signing of a new two-yéar 
‘agreement calling for an_ overall 
| guarantee of $100,000. Deal covers 
lan unusually low minimum number 
lof sides yearly—only 16—for which 
| Decca agrees to guarantee Hampton 
$50,000, against the usual royalty 
|terms, of course, 


one-year. Decca some time ago, how- 
/ever, claimed this contract carried 
|a one-year option. Hampton claimed 
|it did not. For a brief period there 
was quite an argument over the 
point 

Decca’s Hampton part rounds out 
ithe big-money deals secured from 
| various recording manufacturers in 
|recent months by top Negro bands, 
|Duke Ellington’s deal with Musi- 
craft, including single sides, albums, 
etc. will return him approximately 
$100,000; Count Basie’s deal with 
RCA-Victor calls for a yearly guar- 
,antee of between $35,000 and $50,000, 
and Billy Eckstine’s recently made 
agreement with M-G-M calls for 
$35,000 annually. None but the top- 
most white bands commands that 
'kind of money on recordings. 
' 


INFRINGEMENT RAP 
FILED IN NY. VS. BMI 











he wrote but never published the 
tune, “I Give You My Word,” 
charged Broadcast Music, Inc., with 
pirating his unpublished work, in 
a suit filed in New York federal 
court last week (26). Action seeks 
an injunction and an accounting of 
profits derived by BMI from the 
publishing and licensing of others 
to use the tune. 

Vincent claims to have composed 
“Word” in 1937, and copyrighting it 
as an unpublished work under the 
copyright laws. He charges that in 
1940 he submitted a manuscript 
copy of the song with notice of copy- 
right to BMI for possible publication, 
and sale, but BMI failed to return 
the tune to him, and thereafter 
published a song with the same title, 
allegedly composed by Al Kavelin 
and Merril Lynn.” Vincent alleges 
BMI's action was a deliberate and 
illegal infringement of his unpub- 
lished tune, claiming that not only 
the title was appropriated by BMI, 
but also a substantial part of his 
| song. 








| Mr. and Mrs. Russell 


Capitol Records is cutting its first 
husband-and-wife platter with Andy 
Russell and Della Norell dueting. 

Song used is “Unless It Can Hap- 
pen With You” backed by a Rus- 
sell solo, “Dreams Are a Dime a 
Dozen.” 





* Calypso singer 


the Indianapolis Symphony Or- | 


Hampton's old agreement was for | 


Ray Vincent, composer who said | 


“Lord Invader” 
(Rupert Grant) and his assignee, 
| Mohamed H. Khan, won their fight 
\for ownership of the song “Rum 
| and Coca Cola” in New York last 
| week. Federal Judge Mortimer H. 
| Byers ruled the version published 
by Feist, a “deliberate piracy” of an 
original published in Trinidad in 
1943. Court hit Feist, orchestra 
| leader Paul Baron, comic Morey 
| Amsterdam and singer Jeri Sullavan 
; with an injunction and accounting 
| which will run damages up to $500,- 
000, according to estimates of Khan's 
‘lawyer, Emil K. Ellis. Decision will 
be appealed, however. Ellis had 
| offered to settle for $50,000 pre-trial. 
Accounting before a referee will 
raise a novel point, heretofore, unde- 
| cided. It’s based on the fact the in- 
fringement charge refers to the 
lyric only. Music is in public domain. 
| Question interesting to music trade 
}is whether Khan will be entitled to 
all profits on the song or only that 
| part deemed to stem from the lyrics 





if successful on appeal. 
Court found that Grant had writ- 
ten the song and had assigned it to 
} Khan, who published the work in 


| Trinidad booklet form to peddle to 
|}GIs. Amsterdam, the opinion said, 
visited Trinidad in '43 and “he found 
jthe song in current and widespread 
use, and therefore deemed himself 
at liberty to appropriate it to his 
own repertory.” Such appropriation 
was “deliberate and _ intentional,” 
|opinion declared. 

In answer to defendants’ conten- 
tion that Grant’s song was “immoral 
and lewd” and therefore could not be 





sued on, Judge Byers 
“The words are not seen to be other 
jthan a recital or recognition of a 
idevelopment in the economy of 
Trinidad which was too important 
to escape the comment freely cir- 
culated in the Calypso shows.” 
Pointing further to this defense, 
court said, “the capacity to edify 
intended auditors is certainly no less 
conspicuous in plaintiff's song than 
in defendants’ and considering its 
origin, the former is entitled to the 
greater tolerance of appraisal.” 
Court tossed out .a number of 
other defenses including a claim of 
unreasonable delay in bringing the 
action; and an assertion that the 
assignment of the right of action 
to Khan was not properly consum- 
mated within copyright rules. Julian 
T. Abeles represented the defend- 
en 


Johnstone, T. Dorsey 
Withdraw Embassy 
Co. From Sale Block 


Embassy Music Corp., jointly 
owned by Tommy Dorsey and Jack 
Johnstone, was on the block until 
Monday (3) morning, when it was 
withdrawn. Broadcast Music, Inc., 
with which Embassy is affiliated, has 
been negotiating for the purchase of 
the firm. Dorsey and Johnstone 
had asked $200,000 for the property, 
but withdrew it from the block for 
an undisclosed reason, 

Embassy is 90% owned by John- 
stone, according to its papers, the 
remaining 10% held by Dorsey him- 
self. Firm consisted of its own 
catalog as well as those of Mohawk 
and Seneca, which had been ab- 
sorbed by it some time ago. An- 
other outfit, Yankee, had been ab- 
sorbed by Dorsey Bros., handled by 
George Marlo, but it had not been 
involved in any sales talk. 


TOTEM POLE AGAIN BACK 
TO NAME DANCE DATES 


Boston, March 4. 

Totem Pcle Ballroom, Auburndale, 
Mass., which has used local bands al- 
most exclusively since an unfortu- 
nate experience with Harry James 
last July (except for one good try 
with Les Brown in November), is 
|again booking name bands. Spot 
has Guy Lombardo lined up for four 
days beginning March 26 and has 
piled up a large advance sale for the 
run. ‘ 
Next comés Eddy Heward's or- 
chestra’ for five days beginning 
Aprik 22, and Tex Beneke’s crew 
for two four-day dates, June 16 and 
June 23. Others will follow. 




















Art Jarrett orchestra, currently 
at Peabody hotel, Memphis, has 
taken on chirper Nell Carter, so- 
cialite from Youngstown, O. 
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Songwriters, Publishers Extend Pact 
Another Month Pending Confabs 


Songwriters Protective Assn. 
the Music Publishers Protective 
Assn, have agreed to extend for an- 
other month the contract between 
them which originally expired last 
Dec. 31. This is the third extension 
of the old pact, pending negotiation 
of a new one, binding the two fac- 
tions together until April 1. 

Meanwhile, the SPA and MPPA 
committees designated to work on 
the formulation of a new agreement 
longer meetings in an 


are scheduling 

effort to clean up the details of a new 
contract as soon as possible. Fourth 
meeting of the two factions is due 
to start today (Wednesday) at Ill 
a.m, at the MPPA offices in N. Y 
and it will run all day. Confab, 
while it probably will clear up a lot 


that haven't yet been 
touched by either side in their ne- 
gotiations, is not expected to bring 
into focus a final draft of an agree- 
ment that can be placed before the 
ruling bodies of either organization 
for ratification. 

Most of the major details of such 
a contract have yet to be ironed out. 


of details 


There is a tendency to hold in abey- 
ance the final settlement of the more 
important points to be ironed the 
minute any serious argument de- 
velops over them. 

Tony Pastor orchestra cut first 
four sides on new Columbia disk 
contract in New York, Monday (3) 
following two-week run at Click 


Club, Philadelphia. Initial release of 
new disks won’t hit market until late 
April. 


and ¢ 


| Pop-priced hoofery, 
largest terpalace between L.A. and | 


| posed a 





San Jose Hidatacy Preems 
San Jose, Cal., March 4. 

Under construction since Oct., 

1945, the $150,000 Palomar Ballroom 

opened here last night (Tuesday). 

said to be the 


San Francisco, has 9,000 sq. ft. of 
dancing space. No liquor will be 
sold on the premises. 


Palomar officers include J P 
Silvia, prexy; Charles Silvia. 
and treasurer: and. former 
leader Thomas I. Coakley, 
Latter’s attorney 


veepec 
band- 
secretary 
now an 


D. C. DISKBOX OPS 
BATTLE $12 TAX LAW 


Washington, March 4. 
Disk box is having hard 
sledding—at 
Ira T. Byram, 
Silent Sales System, 
tributors, told D. C 
day (3). Byram was 


hearing, who op- 


industry 


least in these parts. 


general manager of 
machine dis- 
officials 


one ol 


vester- 
several 
Witnesses at a 
proposal to license 
boxes with an annual $12 fee. 

local machines are 
by operating at 5c pet 
record play and asked tax exemp- 
tion. He said it was 
too difficult to raise prices per play 
a penny or two and that boosting it 
to 10c might be too high. 


Byram said 
losing money 


juke | 





Words & Music Taken 
Over Fully by 0’Keefe 


Francis (Cork) O'Keefe 


| quired 100% ownership of Words & 


| Mauate, publishing firm 


| owned by a group of name band- 
‘leaders. including Abe Lyman and 
O’Keefe last week 
completed a deal with Fred Waring 


Guy Lombardo. 


for the latter’s 10% of t 


Prior to that he’d gotten control of 


190%. 
O’Keete i: now looking ar 
'a contact man to take over 


'sional work on the firm. 
will be started 
You Desire Me.” 


immediately 


has ac- 


formerly 





for Meétro’s “Easter Parade”... 
score for Columbia’s “Three Were Thoroughbreds”... 
first four sides under new pact with M-G-M Records....Lucky Wilber h 

quit as Coast rep of Advance Music (Warners’ subsid) to become a 
man for E. B. Marks Music, vice Fred Dempsey, who has 
to open a floral shop....Jose Iturbi due hack in Hollywood March 91 

eomplete additional.recordings for Metro’s forthcoming “The ” 


——______ 


Music Notes 


Irving Berlin has completed four of the eight tunes he { 
.Marlin Skiles tabbed to clef p: 


s pwiiting 
icKgroun 

-Art Lund has aa 
Hollywood 
quit the biz 


he firm. the Bees”....Joe Liggins’ combo last week sliced four sides for ‘hoe 
| Records, including three originals of leader, “The Blues,” “Walkin’ ” a 

ound for | Blow for Mr. Jackson”... .Carl Zoehrns, national sales manager of EB. 
profes. | Marks, due back at his N. Y. office Sat. (8) after Coast junket. . Andes 
Plugging Villon cut four sides for a Mastertone album....George Antheil wil] score 
| “Repeat Performance” for Eagle-Lion..,. .Dale Butts scoring “The C 7 


“As 


on 


| Key” for Sol Wurtzel. 
16 tunes for C; P, 
ff Bregman, Vocco & Conn, 


Mel Torme and Page Cavanaugh Trio have 
MacGregor Transcription: 
prowling 


rimson 


waxed 
.Lee Finburgh, Coast chief 
Rocky Mountains on tune -touting 


OK expedition for firm Silver Spur Records, Hollywood odd-label founded 
JORDAN GETS JAM by oatuner Don Weston, has given up the ghost....Harry Fox trustee a 
Music Publishers’ Protective Assn., in Hollywood, checking up on the ! rr 
FROM SEPIA LOCAL | of platteries there Smokey Rogers this week sliced four side: for Foi 

| Star Michel Michelet will score Seymour Nebenzal’s forthcomin» im 

Los Angeles, March 4. “Atlantis” Elliott Fisher, violinist, cutting six-faced album for owes 

Negro Musicians’ Local 767 has! Records Freddy Martin band this week added to its bool ae hy si 
given Louis Jordan a courtesy mem- | over the zone, “Baby’s Treatin’ Me Right.” new ditty written he Slatin’ 
‘ VY Wlartin 


bership card which permits him to 


sessions and 
now 


work in jam 
hereabouts. Leader, 
ing from wounds 
melee with his wife about 
ago, asked union for the cc 
tion, explaining that he w 
work occasionally before 


recuperat- 
inflicted 


anted to 
reorganiz- 


secretary, Jean Barry. 
on gigs | 


two being “The Egg and I” 


Larry Douglas, WHN “Gloomdodge¢y,” 


cutting four sides for Signature 


during | ,. +. and “Beware My Heart” “Managua, Nica- 
a month | ragua’ composer Irving Fields completed two piano solos fo publishing 
ee by Mills. ...Louis .j ‘ename - wane me 
ana Mnene ay ao © s Prima renamed one of his race horses Baciagaloop” 
|; after his new 


record hit. 


ing his combo so that injured ten- Manor Record Execs § Set 
dons in his left hand would not stif- 
fen too much, U ip Talent Agency in N.Y. 
Rule here with both Local 767 Samuel Lehrer and Irving Berman 
and Local 47 is that traveling musi- | who operate Manor records. are or- 
|} clans cannot sit in on Jam sessions; . : i 
at all. Saxplaying Jordan is a} Paderdt. ‘ talent agency labeled 
member of Local 208, Chicago. |Federal Artists Management, Inc 
}Outfit will do a. general agency 


mechanically | 


resumes regular 
19 at the Paramount 
Other 


Jordan 
March 
. Sae 4 


and a concert at Fort Way 
have been cancelled. 


dates—one-nighters | 


bookings 


business 
theatre, ' 


ne, Ind., 


« | filing the papers. 


Firm was incorporated last week 
in Albany with Andrew Weinberger 





nomena 





THAT S MY DESIRE 












A great REcoRD 
FRANKIE LAINE 


singsationg/ On 
Mercury 5007 






LOVE SONG 


Our Copies are ready, 


BACIAGALOOP 


Mae 


LOUIS PRIMA 


WATCH FOR OTHER CORD RELEASES 






In A RO 


MANTIC BALLAD 


THAT'S MY DESIRE 


Words by CARROLL LOVEDAY Music by HELMY KRESA 


























CHORUS 
a Cc } Cé C, Cdim G7 Dm7 
F— an 
a 
eee A: : 
To spendone night with you in our old ren - dez-vous, 
, G7 Dm7 Cdim G7 Dm7 G7 F Ddim Cé€ Cc 

t t + — t t -} 








And re-mi + 


nisce with you 
C6 





THAT'S 
a G7 ae Cdim 





C Cdim G7 


MY DE - SIRE... To meet where 




















F 




















G7 Cdim 
1 | 




















gyp-sies a —___ down in that dim ca-fe, And dance’till break of day — 
. F6 
4 _ t ‘ t 4. i =| 
ji =: 
eet 
— THATS MY DE — We'll sip a lit-tle glass of wine, 

















gaze in - 


to your eyes di-vine.__._ I'll feel the 


G7 Gdim G7 Em G7 C 














press-ing on 


_— 


Dm? G7 Dm7 Cdim 
—_ + : omen | 








just when it's 
F Ddim C6- 











time to go, 





“Che-nie, I 
Copyright 193! and 1947 by Mills Music, Ir Inc., 1619 Broadway 





love you so, 





__— THAT'S MY DE - SIR — 
New York 19, N. ¥. 





We've Bagged the Season's Breezy Novelty 


OSHKOSH, WIS. 


recorded by HARRY ‘BABBITT (Mercury 3056) 
DICK THOMAS (National) and more to follow 





Jdinnd« 


MILLS. 


~ i 


> MUSIC 


A New Song by MITCHELL PARISH and PETER DE ROSE 


DID THE 


MOON TAP 


ON YOUR WINDOW LAST NIGHT? 


an RD k 
~ 


N 


‘. 


Ie 


Hollywood: 
Hollywood Blvd 
Paul Mills 


Al Gannaowoy 


—<—<—$— 


IRCA Closing Deal 


For ‘Brigadoon 


RCA-Victor has stepped in on the 
|idea of marketing albums of Broad- 
/ musical scores. Firm is in the 


| ay 

;} process of completing a_ contract 
| 

| 


with Cheryl Crawford, producer of 
“Brigadoon,” under which she. will 
guarantee to produce the cast for 


| recording. 


, Broadway 


Show is an 
incomer, due 


important 


Soon 

RCA, which is giving Miss Craw- 
ford a royalty from the sale of 
the album, is reported giving Mis: 
i; Crawford a $15,000 advance. Vic- 
| tor denies the figure, although it's 
| known that such a sum was asked 
;0f Columbia Records to do the 


| disks, 
| against 
Frede: 


Advance would be. 
reyalties, 


of course, 


‘ick Loewe and 
; Wrote the “Brigadoon” score, whose 
| disks will be the first set made by 
the cast of a legit musical marketed 
by Victor. Currently, that company 
has an album of the “Finian’s Rain- 
bow” score on the market, but it 
was not made by the show’s cast. 
That album is being made by Co- 
lumbia, Previously, Decca more or 
less had a “monopoly” on 
show-score albums. 


Alan Lerner 


such 


Court Upholds Le Local 
802’s Ability to Up 


Nitery Classification 


In what may be termed a test 
case, N, Y. Supreme Court Justice 


Lloyd W. Church recently upheld 
the reclassification of the Iceland 
testaurant, N. Y. by Local 802, 


American Federation of Musicians. 
Court also ruled that Federal war- 
time wage stabilization measures 
had been modified prior to the 
union’s action in changing the Ice- 
land from a Class B to a Class A spo! 

“It was clearly lawful and prope! 
for the union to demand,,” the court 
said, “and for the plaintiffs to pay. 
the wage increases sought by the 
| union without obtaining the approval 
'of the National War Labor Board.” 
According to Local 802’s attorney 
Samueb M. Sacher, other spots em- 





| Ploving musicians had similar beefs 
about their reclassification and 
| Justice Church's decision sets 4 


| precedent. 

| Suit was originally brought against 
| Local 802 by Mike Larsen, former 
} operator of the Iceland, to recover 
1$981 which had been placed in 
| escrow with the union to cover the 
| difference in musicians’ wage scales 
'for the period of severa! weeks 1 
|the fall of 1945. Formerly Class B. 
nitery was reclassified as Class A ¢ 


of Oct, 22, 1945 by the union. Sum 
in question was deposited with th 
union pending a_ court rulins 
whether the musicians were entitled 
to the additional coin and, in effect. 
whether the union was justified in 
changing the nitery’s classification 
Peer Heading Home 
Paris, March 
Raiph Peer, American m pi 
lisher, who has been tourt nil 
rope, has left here on his way hom 
He’s planning to stop in Lonce 





on the way. 


























March 5, 1947 













W ednesday, 


*RECORDED BY 


Blue Barron 
Billy Butterfield 
Perry Gomo 
King Cole Trio 
Larry Douglas 
Saxey Dowell 
Joan. Edwards 
Ernie Fiorito 
Eddy Howard 
Inkspots 


Charley Jordan 


and the 
Sweetwood Serenaders 


Alvino Rey 

Frank Sinatra 
Charley Spivak 
George Towne 
Buddy Two Trio 
Buddy Weede Trio 


(*Listed Alphabeticelly) 











New York: Eddie Joy. Artie ¥ 

















I Want To Thank Your Folks 


Words and Music 
by BENNIE BENJ 
: AMIN and GEO 
RGE WEISS 


CHORUS 
Slowly wi th expression 


at & 




















P 5 10 I feel ¥ e-V¢ t 
res ] Ww eel, co - It'S I y I lov ? WA TO ( ) » 
n f dS and ; a] ny og I 


















































* Do ‘ r] e b { \ I 
yo I call th irth-da par ty t 
4 > . wy 


aati i ite 








| 























SAE 
7 








gave you When w j 
e were just a ¢ i 
jus a sou - ple of kids? Well sup-p th 
, ose they had-n’ 1 
; . y had-nt thought. of in- 

























































it . mf 
vil- ing me tou 
, — See what Id hav i 
ave missed! And here's 
1 fom eres my thanks to 
you 
y 
ae But, dar- li to be 
| 












for mak-ing all my lovedreams comé 
. a a 










——_ nied 


real- | 
y must thank your folks. —. I WANT TO 
raat | folks _— 
pyright 1947 by OXFCRD MUSIC COR PORATION, 1619 Broad 
5 wey, New York.N.Y. 
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1619 Broadway, New York 19, N. Y. 


e410) 4) - ile) @ President : 
Botton: Jack Fay 


Chi; Ted Travers Hollywood: Bill Coty 
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‘Loanout’ of Scarce Tooters Creates 


Problem for AFM’s Disk-Coin Fund 


There’s a bit of grumbling among ,stances. the borrowed musician's sal- 
various locals of the American Fed- | @y should come out of the coin allo- 
cation to his home local. 

Other details of the AFM’s dis- 
tribution of the money are not being 
argued with; these decree that the 
coin allocated to each loeal must be 





one of 
the rules by which the revenue de- 
rived by the AFM from its contract 
with recording and_ transcription 
companies is being distributed. used within a year or it reverts back 

It seems that in some of the ‘to the fund. Also, the various locals 
smaller locals there are not sufficient | never see the money themselves. 
musicians who play every type of| When a free date is scheduled, the 
instrument to fill out some types of | local involved submits to the AFM 
Bassoon, oboe, French;a plan of it 30 days in advance. 
horn players and good lead |The two men retained at the AFM 
men are scarce, even in_ big! (at $10,000 a year each, salary com- 
locals, and practically non-eX-|jing out of the 5% of the fund set 
istent in small ones. Since the rules / aside for administrative purposes) 
governing distribution of the coin | check the plan and okay its use 
make it mandatory for a local to use | Thereafter, the local must set up a 
only its own members for free per-|fund to pay the musicians used im- 
mediately after the date and is in 


eration of Musicians over 





orchestras 


10 Best Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending, March 1) 


Anniversary Song.........Mood 
Managua Nicaragua......Encore 
Glocca Morra.........- Chappell 
Heartaches ‘ocs-cssc esis ces Leeds 
OOP SP ts: eee Feist 
OS Se Cai ie ok oe Oxford 
Sentimental Reasons....Duchess 
Open Door, Richard....Duchess 
Old Lamplighter..... Shapiro-B 
I'll Close My Eyes...... Maurice 
Second 10 
OE a OO Remick 
Girl ey ovicc ches cee Berlin 
Uncle Remus Said...Santly-Joy 
Linda ... .Mayfair 
Always Be ‘One I ‘Love . Sinatra 


Zip-A-Dee-Doo-Dah Santly-Joy 
Rainy Night in Rio....Witmark 
Oh-But I De. 6... suse Witmark 
Ever Leave Wyoming...... Feist 
Huggin’ And Chalkin’...Hudson 


2 Jose Iturbi Hot 


Fort Worth, March 4. 











formances at hospitals, high schools, | 

etc., some feel the distribution rules | turn reimbursed in due time from 
are inadequate. When forced to ga|the national’s fund. 
into another local to “borrow” oT Incidentally, the first performance 
needed musician, the latter’s salary|}. an AFM local paid for by the 
must be paid out of the first local’s | recording fund occurred last Friday 
own bankroll and cannot be col- | (98) at. Barringer High School, 
lected from the AFM’s recording Newark. N. J. Walter Kurkewicz, 
fund. There's a move afoot to Cor- | Bioomfield, N. J., conductor, led 25 | 


rect this condition at the erg second | men in a concert before 1,200 young- 
AFM convention in Detroit in June. | 2:6 Date cost approximately $500 | 


It's felt that under such circum- | at existing rmsd rates. 














PHIL KORNHEISER 
SUGGESTS FOR YOUR PROGRAM 


DON'T 
BLAME 


ME 


Musie by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


ROBBINS 


ANDREWS SIS LONDON 
DUAL DATES SET| 


Hollywood, March 4. 


Contracts have been 
'cementing deals for the Andrews 
Sisters’ London personals during 
June and July. Trio will double be- 
tween Palladium and Ciro’s nitery, 
working two shows daily in Variety 
Hall and one nightly in Ciro’s. Prior 
to the British junket, act had been 
set for three weeks at Oriental, 
Chicago, starting May 1. at $45,000 
for the engagement. Deal was made 
through the MPM agency of London, 


Andrews trio current at Flamingo, 
Las Vegas, will remain on Coast 
for four consecutive shots on Lucky 
Strike Hit Parade, starting March 22. 














= ee Se ee 


A MUST FOR YOUR 
EASTER PROGRAM 


MILTON BERLE’S NOVELTY HIT 
Impersonator of Paul Whiteman, 


Jr., was sentenced to 30 days in jail 
last week for defrauding’ the 
Stevens hotel here of $54. He's 
4 Ralph White, Philadelphia _ elec- 


trician, 

White is also wanted in Miami 
Beach and Jacksonville, Fla. and 
Charlotte, N. C., on similar charges. 





‘POPS’ JR. IMPERSONATOR 
Chicago, March 4. 





“emZocaHa aACOUZP-4H 


ALL MATERIAL AVAILABLE 
PAULL-PIONEER 





MUSIC 




















Rudy Vallee has switched to 
Associated Booking Corp. 
because Associated is 
best equipped in all fields 


* ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP. 


JOE GLASER, Pres 
745 Fifth Ave., New York 22 54 W. Randolph St., Chicago 





signed | 


Jose Iturbi attracted the largest 


| paid audience in the ll-year history 


of the local Will Rogers Auditorium 
Sunday (22). 

He played to 3,540 persons, under 
sponsorship: of the State Fair of 
Texas. 


Wednesday, March 5, 1947 


Indie Diskers Form Combine As 
Front Vs. Major Manufacturers 


At a meeting at the Park Central;al, Jack Pearl, of Hub Records, was 


‘hotel, New York, last week, a group named chairman of the group. 


Attendees, while the list is not 


. complete, included repr 
+ Ee h t presentatiy 
manufacturers banded together tO} +o Apollo, 20th, Bell. Cardinal, 


form the Record Manufacturers) Banner, Davis, Diamond, Gotham, 
Assn, Though the major companies— | Keynote, King, Manor, Mercury, 
RCA-Victor, Columbia, Decca, Capi- | National and Signature. 


of so-called “independent” record 








| 


| hasn't 
| were invited to participate, they did 





|The companies involved also hope, 
by uniting, 


tol and M-G-M (which is being 
recognized as a major though it 


Chub Jackson Heads 
Outfit at Own Club 


“Chubby” Jackson, bass man last 
with Woody Herman's 


launched its first record)— 


not send representatives to the meet- 
in. The principal idea behind formu- 


lation of the org, ironically enough, orchestra, 





lseems to be to combat whatever | ought a small club in Valley 
[squeeze the majors work on the Stream, L. I, last week which he in. 
indies. tends operating as well as working 
. W 5 < 0 - ; tha 

There are other reasons, of course, with a small combo, Spot is the 


Esquire Club, which had been em- 
ploying Jackson at the head of a 
jazz group. It’s not far from his 
Freeport, L. L, home. 


Jackson will work three nights a 


but the above is the main factor. 


to present a combined | 
buying power for materials, create 
a clearing house for credit ifNforma- 4% 
tion, etc. Incidentally, one of the | Week as a musician at his own place, 
items discussed at the meet was the | Friday to Sunday. And on Sunday 
smaller-company aversion to being | @fternoon he’s running jazz matinees, 
called * “independent, ° “odd } label,” es _—_ — 

















| Coverage Index Music 
Mutual networks, 
Service. 
Director. 


Survey 


Anniversary Song—7‘Jolson Story” 
Bless You .... . hr 
For Sentimental Reasons. i 


Gotta Get Me Somebody To Love—? 
CUTRY Ak. ces seGe 

How Are Things In Glocca Morra—*' 
I'll Close My Eyes........... 
It’s a Good Day 


My Adobe Hacienda .... 


Oh, But I Do—;“Time, Place, Girl’. 


On the Other End of a Kiss 


Te eee 
To Me—?*“Fabulous Dorse ys” 
Too Many Times ... 


Years and Years Ago 


Zip-a-De-Do-Dah—7“Song of South” 


Remaining 20 songs of the week, 


All By Myself—“Blue Skies” 
Among My Souvenirs.......... 
And So To Bed.,... 
At Sundown—7“Fabulous Dorseys” 
Best. Man .... 





Old Lamp-Lighter .... 


Sooner Or Later—;“Song of South” 
There Is No Breeze 











+ Filmusical, * Legit Musical. 

















- MAJESTIC—EDDY HOWARD 
e ViICTOR—BILLY WILLIAMS 


} COLUMBIA—LOUISE MASSEY AND WESTERNERS 


MERCURY—BOBBY TRUX TRIO 
RHAPSODY—ESQUIRE TRIO 

x ENTERPRISE—COFFMAN SISTERS 
WORLD—EDDY HOWARD. 


ASSOCIATED—HANK D'AMICO-MINDY CARSON 


of 
f SOUTHERN MUSIC PUBLISHING COMPANY, Inc., 1619 Broadway, New York 19, N. Y 
® 


A © EE © <> © © <0 <> © <a © <a 0 <> 0 <m © <a> 0 <> 0 <a 0 <> 9 <> 0 <a 9 em 0 xa 0 = 


ee ee ee ee 


Managua gNicaragua..........c0. 0. eee 


‘Songs With Largest Radio Audiences 


Hereunder are the top 30 songs of the week, compiled by the Audience 
BroadcaSi over NBC, CBS, ABC and 
based in New York on tabulations by Accurate Reporting 
Published by Office of Research, Inc., D*. John G 


Survey Week of February 21-27, 1947 
| A Gal in Calico—;“Time, Place, Girl” ng 
A Rainy Night In Rio—7“Time, Place, Girl”............ 


Girl That I Marry, The—*“Annie Get Your Gun’ y vs 


coach so let ms tales ee Southern 
There Is No Greater Love ............ 


Oh Why Did I Ever Leave Wyoming? 
Ole Buttermilk Sky—i“Canyon Passage” 


So Would I—*“My Heart Goes Crazy” 


ee ee ee ee 


Uncle Remus Said—;‘ ‘Song of the South” 
What Am I Gonna Do About You?—+**‘ 
Why Did I Have To Fall In Love With You 
You Broke the Only Heart That Ever Lov ed You. 
You Can't See Sun When You're Crying.....; 
You'll Always Be the One I Love—?“Song of South” 


which did not have enough performance 
credits to rate inclusion in the first 30. 


ee ee ee ee ee 


PPehveed bat cy ob 0 Bice eeen Famous 
VES Ss RS iv as ee ee OOS Feist 


For You For Me Forever—i“Shocking Miss Pilgrim” .. Chappell in i 
Give Me Something To Dream Adele: . soy eas ‘ ' ee AUTRES Capitol Sung by Deanna Durbin in 
ER sinc dake ceva Gti cic cans omaie entire sa scks cc cic, Leeds aye te 
| I Can't Believe It “Was All Make-Believe,.................. BVC ’ LL BE YOURS | 
I Gotta Gal I Love—i“Ladies Man”. ....................... Famous (Universal-International) 
| | Tipped My Hat and Slowly Rode Away .................. Robbins 5 
| It Might Have Been a Different Story......................C-P 
| It UO UE eo Visnaces overs YrrrrreerrTrT: tle Ss! IT S 
| Life Can Be Beautiful—' ‘Smashup” cceeres POTTS cass wee Melrose 
Maybe You'll Be There .. Seba Oth dakne cid 3 Triangle 


September Song—*“Knickerbocker Holiday” 


When Am I Going To Kiss You Good Morning ir imiktces eh ine Martin 


TOP HITS OF YESTERDAY 


GREAT POPULAR 
STANDARDS TODAY 


Peatman, 


: From the Charles R. Rogers Prodotti 
© "THE FABULOUS DORSEYS" & 


es: 
SUNDOWN 


Werds and music by 
Walter Donaldson 


. Remick 

.. Witmark ste 
....Mood 

. .Shapiro-B 
; .. Duchess 
06608 Berlin 
“Duel In the Sun”,.....Morris 
...Feist 

. Crawford 
...Maurice 
sho besa vd ane &seeIeen 
ee be To Pee Pe Encore 


eee eee eens 


“Finian’ $s Rainbow’ oy 















are World 
... Witmark 
ideas (ah ade teed ».» Feist 
ga oe we eeveess BUrke-VH 
a nonce BOVEFY 
... Burke-VH 
. Oxford 
..Dorsey Bros. 
.. Advanced 
. Santly-Joy 
..Paramount 
.. Mutual 
Saibas eens Bourne 
. Chappell 
i= 2p 4s 2 
Becta Sinatra 
. Santly-Joy 


The Newest, Fastest Growing 
Revive! Hitl 


SUGAR 


Werds by Sidney Mitchell end 
fdne Alexender 


Music by Maceo Pinkerd 


COR OCHRE ee oee 






‘Ladies Man” 


re ee 


ve .....Berlin 
68 I ek TEESE Oe A T. B. Harms 





os or 





DREAMTIME 


SANTLY-JOY, Inc. 


TOMMY VALANDO 
Gen. Prof. Mgr. 


. Shapiro-B 

.. Crawford 
.... Santly-Joy 
re Robbins 


se eee eeeoeeesereees 


ee ee a 






























SOLE SELLING AGENTS 


ro a ee ee 


BUILT FOR EVERY PROGRAM 


' MY ADOBE HACIEND 


ALREADY RECORDED BY: 


DECCA—RUSS MORGAN-KENNY BAKER 
CAPITOL—DINNING SISTERS 
COAST—JACK McLEAN 

VOGUE—ART KASSELL 
MARS—HAMMONDAIRES 
MUZAK—GEORGE TOWNE 
MacGREGOR—BARKLEY ALLEN 
MacGREGOR—SUNSHINE GIRL 


WITH MORE TO FOLLOW 


OS NE @ a Ge i =e @ 














— 
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now recording 


for RCA Victor 
















FREE EATS OPEN THE DOOR, RICHARD? 


k's powerful Basie jive featuring neot trops and tricky vocols by group. Bosie ond his Orchestra add fuel to this wildfire sensation. 
Vocal by Harry Edison and Bill Johnson. 
AND 
AND 


BILL’S MILL ME AND THE BLUES 


Another terrific Bosie original packed with foot-tiekling rhythm. 
All instrumentol. A new ballad that’s getting big plugs. Vocal by Ann Moore. 





RCA Victor 20-2148 RCA Victor 20-2127 


THE STARS WHO MAKE THE HITS ARE ON 


FS RCAVICTOR 





RECORDS 
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New 


On The 


York 


Lionel Hampton's orchestra held 
over second week at Earle theatre, 
Philadelphia, a rare ‘occurrence .. . 
Louis Armstrong, laying off for the 


past month or so 
order, returns to 
Paradise theatre, 


due to stomach dis- 
work March 14 at 
Detroit .. . George 


Levy, of Leeds Music, to Florida, for 
several weeks rest ... Tex Beneke 
to do album of college tunes for 


RCA-Victor 


. Eli Oberstein, Vic- 


tor’s artists and repertoire head, 
back to Coast for more recording 


late in March Morris Music own 
the Sioux City Sue” copyrig is 
no t selling agent Norman 
Gra ed jazz and his anti- 
Si tion ideals at Warner Clul 
Phil elph with 60 student 
t ist week Mel Torme signed 
I Vi A) Freed foi Good 
N I Modernaires into 
P e hot m= today (Wed 
Heartaches,” Leeds re\ 


recorded 17 


different ways 


3 Burton, manager of Dick 
Haymes, Margaret Whiting, et al.. i! 


New York on bi 


z Charlie War- 


ren in from Coast. | 


Hollywood 


Bobby Byrne 


east and organ 
‘ ‘ ‘ six-star 
Ga Marc! 


nonth 


will come in from 
ize a purely ‘ocal 
s stand at Casino 
29 Jack McVea 
one-Nni l yal tl 
Harold Jovien hes 


joined GAC band-bookery. vice Carl 
Von Ritter, who has quit to open 


own agency 


Red Ingle, foi mer'y 


with Spike Jones, has formed own 
seven-piece crew and been signed 


by Capitol Reco 


rds Bii! Brown 


has quit William Morris’ local band- 
bookery . Jerry Wald orchestra 
choring in “Swing the Western Way” 


fol Columbia 
agency digging 


oo, Toe Morris 
for Coast dates this 


summer for Claude Thornhill, who 


has been set as 


far west as Denver, 


where he fortnights at Lakeside. Mi.y 
30... Ray Kellogg will icin Les 


Upbeat 


Brown as vocalist when reorganized 
band opens for six weeks at Palla- | 


sey figuring on putting a 16-piece | 
crew back of Stuart Foster, vocal- 
ist who still is on TD payroll and 
currently working at the batoneer’s 
Casino Gardens . Duke Ellington, 
Ethel Waters and ‘Mantan Moreland 
slated for leads in all-Negro mus ical | 
film planned by American Eagie 
project jells, shooting would not 
commence until well into the au 
tumn When Freddy Martia bat 
takes 14-week hiatus from Cocoal! 
Grove, Eddy Howard has been 

fill-it Denny Beckner, 7u rently 


waving the baton at Aragon bal 
room, this week celebrating his 
year as a performer 


400 Club, N.Y., Effects | 
Being Sold at Auction 


Auction of the effects of the 400 
Club, New York, is slated to take 
place today (Wednesday) on the site 

the club. Disposal of the cafe 
fixtures was originally slated fo 
last Wednesday, but had to be called 
off because insufficient amount was 
bid. 

Trustees for the cafe had a 
$22,500 bid for all fixtures and prop- 
erties, which was deemed insuffici- 
ent. When various pieces were sold 
individually, $30,000 was realized, 
but that, too, had to be discarded 
inasmuch as the law provides that 
the chattels cannot be sold for less 
than 75% of the appraised value. 

Appraised value is never made 
public inasmuch as _it’s felt that bid- 
ding would automatically stop at 
that mark. 


TO etwas Bands at Hotel Be O% 


New Orleans, March 4. - Covers fotas 
Charles A. Donnelly, Saieal | mand Hot ted 2. Covers 
dium, March 18... . Cab Calloway | Revenue collector, Friday (28) filed | Emil Coleman*... Waldorf (400; OG keertatech xia 90 \ 2295 ty 
coming to Coast for first visit in three 2 tax lien in federal court here | Frankie Carle.... Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1. 50) Peso 3 2.375 7,250 
years, for four consecutive week- |@gainst the Dreamland Ballroom, Inc. | Chuck Foster*....New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50)........ 9 1,325 13'759 
ends at Avodon, May 22. Terpalace | Action claims an elleged deficiency | Guy Lombardo. . . Roosevelt (400; $1.50-$2).......:.. » 4 1,900 42.395 
now dickering with MCA for Charlie | Of $5,698 in cabaret taxes. Eddy Howard....Commodore (400; $1-$1.50)........ 4 1200 6 395 
| Barnet to precede .. . Tommy Dor- | Lien, directed against proprietors | Johnny Pineapple. Lexington (300; $1-$1.50)............ 16 850 16,900 





of the corporation, charges that taxes | 
are due for the period of March| * Indicates Floor Show at Waldorf-with Jane Pickens, Russell 


: Swan; Ice 
through June of last year. | Revue at New Yorker. 








Chicago 


ne ) | | Stephen Kilsey (Marine Room, Edgewater; 700: $1.50-$2.50 min ) Kilsey 
? pe n 0 | took over Feb, 28 from Henry Brandon, week adding up to 4.200 : 
Don McGrane (Boulevard Room, Stevens hotel: 550: $3.50 m ). Much 

better this week with 3,800. 


Raymond Ramos (Mayfair Room, Blackstone: 350: $2.50-82 59 min.) 
osm Cal; Swank patrons didn’t want to buck snow piles, off again to 2.100 


Ted Weems (Panther Room, Sherman: 950: $2-$3.50 min.) Weems and 


Dorothy Lewis Ice Show took over Friday (28) from Raymond Scot} the 
all s ro e final band on the now closed name band policy and did okay 5.100 


Los Angeles 
Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). Copious 3,100 covers. 
Russ Morgan (Biltmore: 900; $1-$1.50). Solid 2.700 tabs 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


For the first time, the Government 


seems to be interested in the opera- 





tion of a independent recording firm, 
presumably checking into the | 
methods of operation via which a 





lot of public coin has been lost Chicago 
Securities & Exchange Commission Russ Carlyle (Blackhawk; 500; $2-$2.50 min.). Fine week: 4,300 patrons. 
is and has been for the past several | Gay Claridge (Chez Paree: 650: $3.50 min.) Back on the bandwagon 


weeks delving into the Cosmo deal | this week with 6.000. Tony Martin out, but show stays over till March 7 
find out what happenex i to more with Hal Winters replacing. 


than $1,000,000 that had been pourex George Olsen (Aragon: $0.90-$1.15 adm.). Doing very well with Olsen 
into the firm, which is now in 77B. | 18.500. ; 
SEC executives in New York have Benny Strong (Trianon; $0.90-$1.15 adm.). Better second week than 


had talks with Rubin Uslander and | first with raise to 17,000. 

|}his partner recently and they, ap- —_—— 

|parently, have tossed the ball to (Los Angeles) 

Harry Banks, who originally set up| Stan Kenton (Avodon, B, Los Angeles, 4th wk). Closed Monday (3) 
| Cosmo, but left the firm around the | with about 9,000 admishes on final stanza. Spot starts weekend only policy 
first of the year to set up Cardinal | Friday (7) with Desi Arnaz. 


| Records. Banks was questioned by Danny Beckner and Sterling Young (Aragon, B, Ocean Park. Ist wk). 
| the SEC men in N. Y. Other inter- | Some 5,000 stub buyers satisfactory. 
|rogations are scheduled. | Bobby Sherwood (Casino Gardens, B, Ocean Park, 8th wk). All night 


-_-—-—-— —--———— ; sesh Sat. (2) helped to swell admishes to solid 7,200 

Xavier Cugat (Ciru’s, N, Hollywood, Ist wk). Opened Wednesday (26) 
and drew about 2,400 covers in first five nights. 
lerkyee contact staff to Paramount Vaughn Monroe (Palladium, B, Hollywood, 4th wk). Still doing the biz o’ 
staff in New York last week. ithe burg. Fine 18,000 admishes. 


| Bob Baumgart transferred from | 
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TIME AFTER TIME 


THE BROOKLYN BRIDGE 


Announces the MUSIC SCORE from the M-G-M picture 


Bt Happened. Jn Shooklyn 


% FRANK SINATRA ¥ PETER LAWFORD  y KATHRYN GRAYSON x JIMMY DURANTE 
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“TTS THE SAME OLD DREAM 


| BELIEVE | 


WHOSE BABY ARE YOU? 


THE SONG’S GOTTA COME FROM THE HEART 


Lyrics by SAMMY CAHN Music by JULE STYNE 
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SINATRA SONGS, INC., 1619 BROADWAY, NEW YORK © CHICAGO e HOLLYWOOD 
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AGVA Loses Court Tilt Vs. Philly Local 
But Chi, Pitt Locals Remain ‘Branches’ 


Philadelphia, March 4. branch of American Guild of Va- | 

National office of American Guild | riety Artists, two c‘her locals which 
of Variety Artists lost its first legal |had been figured to follow Philly 
skirmish to take over contro] of the | group in similar controversy have 
Philly local of AGVA yesterday (3)! assured Matt Shelvey, national di-| 
when Common Pleas Court refused rector of AGVA, that they are with- 
to grant a preliminary injunction | drawing former petitions and will | 
which would have halted the head | string along as branches “for the / 
of its local here from carrying on as | good of the union.” These are Chi- 
executive director. cago and Pittsburgh locals. 
L. Kun ruled that Jack Irving, head of the Chi local. 
legal founda- planed to New York over the week- 
because Richard Jones, execu- ©€nd and assured Shelvey that he and 
tive director of Local 6, had been his staff are 100% behind the na- 
expelled from the union without be- onal office’s move to retain forme: 


Judge Joseph 
AGVA’s suit “lacks 
tion” 


ing charged with any irregularity locals as branches and any other 
and without a hearing. edicts by Shelvey “for the good of 
on r , t nembership.” 
The legal battle began when Matt “ 
Shelvey, national director of the When questioned on a prior re- 
union. arrived here last week and 4test from Chi advisory board of the 


local suggesting local status be re- 
turned, Irving replied: “Should Chi- 
not voluntarily dissolve itself 
and officially notify the National Or- 
ganization to that effect by March 8, 
then I will resign as Chicago execu- 
tive of AGVA the following day.” 
Nat Nazarro, Jr., executive head 
of the Pittsburgh local, also went on 
record that he .and his group 
stringing with the national 


announced that he had been empow- 
ered legally to abolish AGVA locals 
and substitute branches of the na- 
tional treadquarters as a conveni- 
ence for entertainers working away 
from their home cities. He dis- 
missed Jones, but the latter refused 
to give up the local’s records, funds 
and offices. 


cargo 


Counsel for Shelvey argued that were 


along 


Jones was an employee of the union r ie “Ahr G| 
and could be fired at will, but Judge ,0"'*© 4" Girector Sn Ivey He 
Kun replied that Jones was not added that since the branch system 
. Cc . ake , 
. had worke 1e for > past five 
hired, but elected by the local mem- rked well for the past fiv 


years, he and his group were for its 


bership. 
I continuance, 


After the setback Shelvey stated 
the national union would take mat- 
ter to a higher court on appeal. 

Others in Accord 
determination of the 
local to maintain its 
rather 


Shelvey again reiterated statement 
of last week that such moves as to 
revert from branches to locals was 
premature since these matters will 
be settled once and for all at the 
national convention in Chicago, April 
than a 6. The membership, via its vote, 
will then dictate whether AGVA 
locals will continue as branches or 
revert to former status of locals. 
“It’s a cinch we can’t have both, and 
majority vote will rule.” 

Shelvey further explained that 
when Associated Actors and Artistes 
of America, parent of talent unions 
| took over AGVA’s affairs in 1942 
there were about five locals func- 
tioning. These were Los Angeles, 
Chicago, Philly, Pittsburgh and Bos- 
ton. All were stripped of local au- 
tonomy and inducted as branches af- 
| ter he, Shelvey, had been appointed 
national administrator by the Four 
A’s. “AGVA has made considerable 
strides since then and has estab- 
lished branches in 16 other locali- 
ties,’ added Shelvey, “Therefore 
mixed status would not work out to 
the best interest of the members of 
AGVA.” 


Despite 
Philadelphia 
status as a local 
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FB Lining Up Filmsters 
For Vaude, Nitery Tours 


Frederick Bros. are strengthening 
their eastern act dept. by bringing 
lin film players from the Coast for 
| personal appearances. Agency is 
| submitting Dale Evans, leading 
{femme in the Roy Rogers pix, and 
William Demarest paired with Ann 
Rutherford. 

FB will attempt to line up other 
‘names for cafe and vaude dates. 


Distinctive Dance Stylists 


THE 
3 SPAULDINGS 


Currently HELD OVER At 


ICELAND RESTAURANT 
New York 


Recently concluded extensive engage- 
ments at the SHOREHAM HOTEL, 7) 
Wash., D. C., and CARMAN THEATRE, 
Philadelphia. 





Dir.—NORMAN ZENO 
457 West 57th Street, New York 


Barry Wood and Patsy Kelly have 
been signed for the Latin Quarter, 
| Boston, March 9. 
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Booze Tax’s Cafe Belt | 


An unprecedented fiood of 
iquor tax increases being pro- 
posed in state legislative ses- 
sions throughout the country 
threatens to force operating 
cost increases on niteries at a 
time when their clienteles are 
showing signs of balking at pres- 





ent tab levels. 
Added to this headache is the 


perennial battle between tHe 
wets and drys, which always 
flares up when state lawmills 
Start grinding and is now in 


progress over a wide front. 








Longchamps Case 
Cues Bill Making 
Booze Tabs Legal 


Bill legalizing liquor tabs in New 
York niteries is to be introduced by 
Sen. Falk in the N. Y. State Senate 
this week Measure, as_ written. 
provides for a $2,000 annual license 


which would permit patrons to sign 
checks 

Measure comes as an aftermath oi 
revocation Of the Longchamps res 


taurants liquor license by the 
Authority, one of the 


extending credit on liquo! 


State 
Liquo! 


counts 


being [01 


Bonifaces aren't too pleased by the 


$2,000 cost of license, but still feel 
it would be justified, inasmuch as 
virtually every cafe, at some time 
or other, has permitted patrons to 


charge dinner tabs, including liquor. 
It's figured that once a cafe in- 
curs SLA displeasure, it can clamp 


down with a week’s suspension at 
anytime on grounds of credit ex- 
tension. 

Nitery owners. until the Long- 


champs license wrangle, reportedly 
didn’t pay particular attention to the 
SLA clause forbidding signed checks. 
Hote] dining rooms permitted guests 
to add the liquor tab to the regula 
hotel bill, and cafe owners extended 
credit to regular patrons. There has 
been some revamping of procedure 
since the Longchamps losing battle 
to save its liquor business. Most 
spots permit patrons to sign for food 
tabs, but pay the booze check. 


‘DRY’ NITERY PREEMS TO 
1,500 IN YOUNGSTOWN. 0. 


Youngstown, March 4. 
More than 1,500 members and 
their guests stood in line to pack 
the Club Sahara, Youngstown's ex- 
| perimental “dry” nitery, for its 
/opening Wednesday (26). The Dry 





Night Club Assn. was formed to 
support the unique enterprise, and 
the Nibble and Clink Restaurant 


Corp. has contract to provide meals. 
The club has capacity of 330. 

| Membership drive for 5,000 is 
still in progress, with 3,000 persons 
already signed up at $2 a head. The 
club has dancing and entertainment 
nightly except Sunday. Strongest 
drink served is coke. 


Show Biz Pals Salute 
Dan Healy With Dinner 


Dan Healy, vaude and nitery em- 
|cee. was the recipient of a_ testi- 
monial dinner tossed by his friends 
in show business at Duffy’s Tavern, 
|N. Y., last Thursday (27) night. 
| Shindy was in nature of a salute 
ito the “Night Mayor of Broadway” 
for past efforts in behalf of war ac- 
| tivities and other charities. 
| Affair, attended -by 300, includ- 
ing show biz greats and politicos, 
was uniquely informal in that there 
was no dais and no speeches, re- 
| portedly at the request of the hon- 
ored guest. During the dinner con- 
tinuous entertainment was provided 
‘on miniature stage, which ran into 

the closing hour. Practically every 
Broadway nitery sent along acts 
from their floorshows. 

Among those dropping in to felici- 
| tate Healy and contrib a stage stint 
| were Frank Fay, star of “Harvey”; 
James Barton, featured in “The 
Iceman Cometh”; Joe Cook, Jr., 
| Jackie Whalen and others. 
Jackson. agent, chairmanned affair. 
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Buff Nitery Preems 
| Buffalo’s newest nitery, Vogue 
Room, preemed Monday (3) with a 
iname policy teed off by Art Tatum. 
Spot will use a single performer and 
two local bands. 

Freddie Fields of the Abner J. 
Greshler agency is booking. 


Billy ' 


U.S. Vauders Hurdle European 


Barriers Via Relax on Takeout Pay 


: Paris, Feb. 10. 

Long deprived of American vaude 
acts, Europe is crying to get them 
again, hurdle besides salaries 
being the difficulty for performers 
in most countries to take home part 
of their money, 

Permission having been obtained 
for them to remit from 30 to 50% 
of their takings, some acts signed by 
Lederer have booked in 


the Lido, which already had Pops 
and Louie. Cordano and Corinne, 
ballroom team; Bellak and Elaine, 
table tennis; Stan Kramer and Co, 
puppeteers, have been placed there 
through Matt Duffin. 

Pops and Louie, who played the 
Lido this season at a reported salary 
of $1,000 per week, apparently found 
Paris a good place to spend their 
money and are said to have remitted 
$500 in all. 


main 


been 
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on driving a car... 


\ tellow tried to sell mea helicopter the other day. He told 
ine | could hop from the roof of the Ziegfeld to my lawn in Mt. 
Kisco in 20 minutes. He said it was as easy to drive as a car, 
J told him I wasn't interested because I couldn't drive a car, 

I} wasn't kidding. I'ma pretty good man with a can opener, 
but that’s the extent of my mechanieal know-how. Ask me to 
change a fuse, and J'm likely to plunge the whole block into 
[ have ten thumbs for fingers, and they're all made 
of butter when they go up against a hunk of machinery. 

Last summer my wife said, “Every time you want a paper 
somebody's got to leave what he’s doing and chauffeur you 
into the village. Stop playing big shot and learn how to drive. 
A child can do it in half an hour. 

So I decided to master the gas buggy. Eleanor, who looks 
us natural behind a wheel does in a bathing suit, 
plaved teacher, “Just turn this jigger over,” she began, “push 


darkness, 


us she 


in this dingus, pull out this doohickey, step on this wing- 
doodle, press down on this thingamabobh, and you're all set 
to go.” 

“What's this gizsmo?” IT asked. 

“The hand brake,” she said. “You throw it on quickly in 
case of emergency.” 

“Something like a kimono.” I remarked amiably. “What 
happens if the brakes don’t work ?” 

“Hit something cheap,” advised my spouse, 

A moment later the car went hicewping down the road 
Then for about a mile it went smooth as you please, <A feel- 
ing of confidence came over me, the same feeling all bum 


drivers get just before the lights go out. I pressed down hard 
on the gas, 

“The pistons seem to be knocking,” 

“Pistons nothing,” cracked Kleanor knees 

We passed a lineman shinnying up a telephone pole. “Ile 
must have known you Were coming,” said my helpmate. 

“Tt think that little mirror is set wrong,” I complained. ‘J 
can't see anything in it but the car behind me.” 

everything went fine until we got to the traffie light in the 
village. I forgot.to press the hickeymadoodle on the gilhooley, 
and stalled. The lights changed from green to red, and from 
red back to green, A very tall cop came over, 

“What's the matter?” he barked. ‘“lIlaven't 
colors you like?” 

After turning the radio on and off, I suddenly pressed the 
right thing. In the order of the way it happened, I grazed the 
cop, skidded through the safety zone, clipped the mudguard 
on a bus, and came to rest with my bumper against a fire 
plug. The cop stalked over. He took a handkerehief out of 
his pocket and dropped it in front of the car. “Lookit, Gene 
Autry,” he said, “I wanna see you do that all over again, and 
this time pick up the handkerchief with your teeth.” 

Kleanor gave him the smile that used to make the front ‘ 
cover of “Life.” “He's just learning how to drive,” she said. . 

“You're kidding!” said the cop. “How long is this class go- 
ing to Jast? There's a couple of hundred other drivers who'd 
like to use this road when Sonny Boy gets through with it.” 

“Please tell me what I did wrong,” I said-to the Law. 

“Didn't you hear my whistle? Didn't you see my signal?” 
he demanded, 

| shook my head. 

The cop sighed, “I'd better go home,” 
seem to be doing much good around here.” 

1 threw it in reverse and backed away from the fire plug. 
“If voure going to drive much,” yelled the cop, “I'd have the 
car painted red on one side and blue on the other, so the wit- 
nesses will contradict each other.” 

I had only one more mishap getting home. I scraped a guy's 
fender. He was pretty nice about it. “It’s my fault,” he said. 
“I saw you coming. I should have driven into that field and 
aveided you.” 

There are two stone posits flanking the drive that leads up 
to our home. IT got past them without a scratch—also without 
mv right rear wheel, That did it. 

The automobile is a wonderful thing. They tell me with 
knee-action wheels you hardly feel it when you run over a 
pedestrian. I understand the "48 models will bs,’ *» with an 
Iinglish aecent, and run on tires filled with air impottttPfrom 
Switzerland. But Little Willie ain't putting on the goggles 
and the linen duster until they come up with the speedometer 
which hands you a rabbit's foot at 50, and at 60 starts calling 
for Dr. Kildare, 

These days when we go out driving, I sit there quietly 
rending the Burma Shave signs. I've made one concession 
to the Automotive Age, I've learned how to fold a ‘road map. 

™ — (From PM Jan. 2nd) 


Copyright 1947, Bell Syndicate, Inc. 


I said professionally. 
“Those are my 


we got any 


he said. “I don’t 


Another Rose column appears in PM today 
... dynamic... different... . stimulating 


the newspaper of Comment 
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Night Club Reviews 


Copacabana, N.Y. 
Tony Martin, Mary Rave & Naldi, | 
Steen & Tasher, Copa Girls (8), | 
Michael Durso Orch, Copa Samba | 
Band with Fernando Alvarez. Min- 
imum, $3 weekdays and Sundays; $4 | 
Saturdays. 


Suffering’ from th same dearth of | 
patrons that has hit the whole nitery 
belt recently, Copa 
to give the take a hypo currently 
by bringing in Tony Martin, He does 
a pip of a job and should improve 
the tally considerably, ‘cause he re- 
tains plenty of that old femme ap- 
peal—and where the gals go the 
boys are sure to follow 


Unfortunately, Martin's in for only 


three weeks, being due on the Coast 
for teeoff of a new radio layout 
b.r.d. by Texaco. That means that 


the publicity and w.-of-m that 
should really count in the gross col- 
umns will just about be rolling by 
the time Martin’s due to scram. 
Monte Proser got something of a 
break-in snaring the pipester at all. 
however, since he had a couple more 
weeks to do at the Chez Paree in 
Chi, which released him for the 
Copa briefie. He finaled 10 wecks at 
the Chi spot Friday (28) night and | 
preemed at the Copa Sunday (2). 
Proser has used Martin to replace | 
comic Irwin Corey and chirper Kitty 
Kallen. Held over are Mary Raye & 
Naldi and Steen & Tasher. Doug 
l 


Coudy’s production also status quos 
It's an entertaining layout in the} 
usual Copa manner, well-designed, | 


speedily paced, colorfuHy dressed | 
and tuneful. Runs about 55 min- 
utes. | 


Aside from a legit set of pipes, | 














STEVE EVANS 


Offering 
HAPPY TIMES & JOLLY MOMENTS 
CURRENTLY 
LATIN QUARTER, Cincinnati 
otkh.: MATTY ROSEN 




















HELENE and HOWARD 


‘Comedy Dance Antics’ 
Currently 


WEEK FEB. 27 
RKO BOSTON 


Dir.: MATTY ROSEN 








is endeavoring | 
! 


Sues, Sid Gould, Nick Long, Jr., Abi- 
|\gail & Buddy, Ralph 
Taylor Girls 


| which, though 
|out of the red this year, left a bad 


| 





NEW Comedy Material! PUNCH LINES 3 
is ready! St per issue, contains over 100 
SUREFIRE gags fer stage, radio, ete.—writ- 
ten by ace gagman. Even better than PUNCH 
LINES ! o- 2 ($1 each, 200 gags in each 
issue), Save money by subseribing te PUNCH 
LINES—310 per (2 issues . . Preparing 
Comebacks for Hecklers $2, LAFFile No. I— 











» lection of bellylaffs $1. ORDER NOW. 


LAVGUS UNLIMITED 
276 W. 43 St. New York City 





Martin is marked by a great know!- 
edge of how to handle himself. He 
achieves just the right mixture of 
dignity and easy friendliness, always 
bringing the audience up: to him 
rather than going down to it. Ses- 
sion is all vocalizing, with just the 


| minimum of chatter and gagging. 


Twenty-seven-minute stanza _in- 
cludes a couple tunes from “Till the 
Clouds Roll By” (M-G), in which 


Martin recently appeared: “The An- } 
| niversary 


Song” from “The Jolson 
a recitative specialty that 
“There’s No Business Like 
Show Business” (and is very neatly 
dene), “The September Song” 
(which Martin disked for Decca in 
1938) and “Beguine.” Arrangements 
are tops, schmaltzy but not corny 
and Martin sells them without 
punching overly-hard 


Story”; 
introes 


Mary Raye & Naldi do their stand- 
ard ballroom :terp routine in the 
usual impeccable’ fashion, while 


Steen & Tasher, boy-girl hoofing 
team, click off okay in specialties 
spotted among the production num- 
bers. Fernando Alvarez, featured 
with.the Samba band, also rates a 


doffed chapeau for his work with the 


gais in the finale 
Copacabana, Miami 
Miami Beach, March 2. 


Mickey Rooney, Estelita, Leonard 


Herb. 
j 


| 


Young, June 
(7), Dave Tyler Orch 
Production music and lyrics by 
Benny Davis. Choreography by June 


Taylor. Staged by Davis. Min. $4-$6. 





Last season’s only money maker, | 


| this swank spot is still struggling to 
|get over the effects of the 


t heavy 
minimum Danny Kaye engagement, 
it brought the spot | 


taste—minimumcharge wise—for the 
niterygoers in this area. Subse- 
quent attractions are obviously feel- 
ing the effects. Ritz brothers. though 
they did okay, didn’t come anywhere 
near their record-breaking grosses 
of last season. And now Mickey 
Rooney, top attraction that he 
may be, is confronted with the same 
difficulty, with more woes in the in- 
and-out supporting show installed 
with him. Proof of the inadequacy 


| Of the current setup is in the addi- 


tion of the hoary “Hollywood Stand- 
In” bit, which gets the only real yock 
reaction in the show, thanks to 
Rooney and Sid Gould. 

That Rooney is a hard-working lad 
is evident in the manner in which 
he emcees the proceedings unan- 


| nounced (though the applause comes 
| from walkon) and the working in of 
i his personality with the supporting 


acts. 

When it comes to his own spot. he 
purveys a series of takeoffs on Holly- 
wood and radio personalities that 
are woven into a sock stint. Impres- 
sions include Gable, Barrymore, 
Lorre, Kay Kyser, Jean Arthur, Car- 
men Lombardo and a wow carbon 
on Vaughn Moonroe. It leaves them 
pounding for more and a lead-in to 
the “Stand In” bit which has been 
seen at a couple of clubs hereabouts 
in recent seasons. Thanks to Sid 


funniest pans, the laughs come fast 


for the Hollywood star, with Gould 
being brought back by Rooney for 
deserved bows. 


Toppers in the supporting acts are 
Nick ng, Jr., and his ace tapology 
with the line in production numbers, 
plus his own spot; Ralph Young and 
his vocals of the Benny Davis song 


who does okay with his 
tongued trumpetings and a nifty se- 
ns 
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MILTON BERLE 


JEAN CARROLL ARCHIE 





OUR FIRST BIRTHDAY AS A TEAM 


Marty Roth and Al Sproul 


Writers of Special Material 
Thanks to Our Accounts: 
LOU WILLS, JR. * 


And Others Too Humorous to Mention 
165 West 46th Street, New York, N: Y. 


ARTHUR BLAKE 


ROBBINS RED & CURLEY 


LA. 4-3450 


' tough season for most of the plush 


| still heavy 
| Tucker = Richman - Miles, 


Gould, a hep comic with one of the | 


hits of yesteryear, and Leonard Sues, | 
triple- | 


ATTRACTIONS | 
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quence in which he utilizes a gloved- 
hand puppet bit. : 
inclusion of Abigail and Buddy is 


a puzzler. In a class room such as 
this one, they just don't belong. 
Obviously, the bit with Rooney 


seems the reason for their being 
here. 

Estelita, seen here before, returns 
a much plumper gal. Her stuff, 
though handled well, has been cone 
around town until the payees are 
bored with the repetition. She be- 
comes a Latin lassie type too many 
clubs have featured this season, with 
many looking better. 

Production-wise the 
gals have been given some neatly 
devised routines to show their tal- 
ents. Dave Tyler and his orch backs 
the show in their usual fine style and 

et them on for the dancing in large 
numbers. 

It’s strictly a Rooney ‘show, but 
there aren't enough of the solid se- 
quences necessary to bring it into the 
click class, despite the vibrant young- 
ster’s hard work throughout, Not un- 
til his own spot and the “Stand In” 
followup does it become topnotch. 

Lary. 


Latin Quartier. Miami 


Miami Beach, March 3. 

Jane Russell wiih Barclay Allen, | 

Hal Fisher, Gloria LeRoy, Consuelo 

& Melba, Piroshka, Line (8), Pete 
Harman Qrch (10); min. $2-$4. 

In an attempt to hypo biz for the 

closing weeks of what has been a 


spots, Lou Walters brought in Jane 
Russell at a reported $15,000 week- 
ly. Whether she'll draw against the 
competish (Rooney, 
Miranda - 
Lewis, Myron Cohen-Willie 
ard) remains to be 
her first display the gorgeous gal 
displays a fairish voice, more suited 
to radio than cafes. 

Accomped in smart manner by 
Barclay Allen, Miss Russel! purveys 
a straight series of tunes which in- 





cludes “Wrong Kind of Love,” “Pen- | 


nies from Heaven” and the like, for 
fairish returns. That the house was 
waiting for something different was 
evidenced by the palm _ reactions. 
They wanted more, but not of the 
same kind. Stint is broken up by 
Allen’s rhumba sesh with five Latins 
which brought strongest hand of the 
sequence. All of her stuff is done in 
typical band-thrush style, with noth- 
ing sock to top it. That she wears a 
neck-high, chaste white gown doesn’t 


help either, though she looks good in | 
it. With bowoff after fifth number | 
waiting for some- | 


they were still 
thing to happen. Gal displays enough 


talent to merit being given special | 


material tailored for her. 
proper act, she can be 
into a solid cafe attraction. 
moment, she isn’t. 

| Supporting show adds up neatly. 
| Line, sans the usual show gals, dis- 
plays terp talent with a French num- 
ber to open. Followed by Con- 
suelo and Melba, nice looking duo in 
| nifty routines which display flair for 
| easy lifts and spins to rate sock ap- 
| plause. 

| Hal Fisher garners robust laughs 
with his drunk, lighthouse impreshes 
and “Bingo, the Gringo.” Could 
have been given more to do, judg- 
ing from the manner in which his 
| laughs were building. 

Gloria LeRoy scores with her 
| acroantics and heads up the closing 


With the 
developed 
At the 


ion. Piaoshka, lone holdover of the 
| French importations featured here 
jin recent weeks, does well in his 
| ballet type terping. 

Pete Herman’s orch make a better 
|dance unit than a show band. It’s 
|a new outfit and will probably im- 
| prove with more experience on 
show-backing. Lary. 








Embassy. N. Y. 
| Ralph Font & Jose Melis Orch, The 


Paysees, Larry Marvin, Zero Mostel; | 


| $3.50-$4.50 minimums. 





There are times when comedian 
Zero Mostel can be as hilarious as 
|any funnyman in the business. At 
| the Embassy, the in-and-out career 
|of the hefty buffoon is mostly on 
the plus side. In fact, a couple of 
his old bits are downright uproari- 
ous. He is, incidentally. doubling 
from “Beggar’s Holiday.” Broadway 
musical. 

When Mostel is doing his great 
Durante takeoff he’s really grooving 
for the bellylaughs. Ditto with his 
coffee-percolator business. The lat- 
ter especially is convulsive, no mat- 
ter how many times one has seen 
him do it. 

It’s stuff like that opening folk- 
song satire, stringed instrument and 
all, that doesn’t do much for Mostel. 
He uses it to open—at least he did 
when caught—and it fails to get him 

on the right boot. It’s material 
like that, which is mostly throwa- 
| way stuff, that dissipates Mostel’s 
| pace and gives the customers too 
|Mmany chances to sit back and relax 
hamen he should keep ‘em bouncing 
i re, consistently. 
| Paysees are an 
| Smooth ballroom team who go over 
| Strongly. And there’s the holdover, 
} Larry Marvin, a younger vocal ver- 
| sion of Al Jolson. He even essays 
the Jolie mannerisms, though fail- 
| ing, of course, to give out with the 





| spine-tingling qualities of the mam- | 


my kid himself. But Marvin is only 


(Continued on page 54) 


June Taylor | 


| ment 


How- | 
seen. For in} 


enterprising, | 


Snows Kayoing Highway 
Niteries in Pitt. Area; 


_ Green Acres Tosses Shows 


Pittsburgh, March 4, 


Floor show policy didn’t last long 
lat Green Acres, highway spot. Steady 
siege of bad weather and snow not 
only kayoed entertainmént after a 
couple of weeks but had also forced 
i'bands out as well. Billy Catizone 
wound up six-month engagement 
there Saturday night (1) and in 
future spot will have music on Sat- 
urday nights only. 

Spot will resume orchs late in 
spring since Green Acres is chiefly 
a summer place, Other highway 
rooms have been taking it on chin, 
too, last couple of weeks. By actual 


count, there wasn’t a total of a 
dozen couples in three important 
places just the other night 


'Nitery Assn. Sesla Biee 


Of Anti-Kickback Bill 


Allied Restaurant and Entertain- 
Industries. organization of 
N. Y. nitery owners, took formal 
steps to amend the Wicks-Butler bill 
outlawing kickback of gratuities to 
employers. Sidney Struble, attor- 
ney associated with Arthur Garfield 
Hays, AREI attorney, on Monday 
(3) conferred with Sen. Arthur 
Wicks in Albany and filed a mem- 
orandum of argument with him. 

Bill last week was recalled to the 
State Senate after having passed by 
|}an unanimous vote, and will be re- 
| considered. . 
Sen. Wicks declared that he will 
make a personal investigation of the 
New York situation before 
| further action on the measure. 

Bill, if passed, would mean the 
end of the lucrative concessionaire 
business, which in turn wou!d harm 
niteries because of the huge rentals 
from the concessions. 


Wolfson Doubling at WM 

Joe Wolfson of the William Morris 
| agency. cocktail dept., will succeed 
Milton Berger, who resigned two 
weeks ago to become Warne! 
vaude booker 


bands for vauders and also cock- 


tail unit bookings 





Saranac re 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., March 4. 
In memory of Fifi Climas, who 


sanatorium, Will Rogers patients 
sent three packages of food to her 
destitute family in Budapest, after 
having been notified of the family’s 
destitution. 





|ing bows after mastering 
| stages of the “Rib” operation. 
| Joseph Lowey, after a three month 


and furious. It adds up to a begoff | production numbers in zingy fash- | Observation, was handed his all-clear 
shot back to the Big 


| papers and 
| Town to resume work. 

cident, while enroute from Albany to 
visit James Wotton. She 
with minor injuries. 


torney, upped for mild exercise 
after receiving good clinic report. 

Johnny Lawlor, former asst. man- 
ager of local theatre. has been added 
to radio station WNBZ as disk 
| jockey, while William Larner has 
been upped to program manager. 

J ames Wildenthaler, backstage 
technician from Sandusky, O, shot 
in for observation and rest. 

Between upstate dates the Jug- 
gling Burkes and Marty Lynch took 
time out to visit some of the gang 
in the downtown colony. 

_ George Fee, musician. received his 
first good clinic report and progress- 
ing nicely. ; 

Write to those whe are ill. 


—_——$—— 











taking | 


Bros. 


Wolfson will handle placement of | 


passed away here at the old NVA| 


Walter Hoban sitting up and tak- | 
three | 


Lorretta Munger, suffered auto ac- | 
escaped | 


Robert J. Goldstein, theatrical at- | 


Pittsburgh, March 4. 
Lou Abrams, owner of the Club 
Lu Marba, has taken in a couple of 


sylvania state legislator. He is John 
J. Vaughan, who has operated num.- 
ber of spots locally in the past and 
was elected to assembly at last elec- 
| tion. Vaughan's also an ex-booker 
| and while his old agency still bears 
| his name, Vaughan Attractions, it’s 
|} been operated in recent years by 
Morry Fremont. 

Abrams’ other partner is Bill 
Peters, new to nitery biz. 





Tito Guizar, Barrys Into 
Waldorf, N.Y., March 24 


Tito Guizar and Fred and Elaine 
Barry are siated to go into the 
Wedgwood Room of the Waldorf- 
Astoria hotel, N. Y.. March 24 

The Barrys may double into the 
next Roxy theatre, N. Y., layout on 
the bill with Connee Boswell and 
Jackie Miles. 


Auer’s D. C. Nitery Date 
Micha Auer has been set for the 
Romany room, Washington, starting 
tomorrow (Thursday ) Deal calling 
for $2,500 weekiy was angled by 
Eddie Elkort, of Music Corp. of 
America. 








LEGISLATOR BUYS INTO 
CLUB LU MARBA. PITT 


new partners, one of them a Penn.’ 





COMEDY 
PATTER 


For All Branches of Theatricals 
FUN-MASTER GAG FILES 
Nos. 1 thru 22 @ $1.00 each 
“BOOK OF BLACK-OUTS"” 
3 Vols. @ $20.00 Per Vol., or 
$50.00 for 3 Vols. 
“BOOK OF PARODIES" 
10 Sock Parodies for $10.00 
“HOW TO MASTER 
THE CEREMONIES" 


(Hew to Be an Emcee) 
$3.00 Per Copy 


No €.0.D.'s on any niaterial! If en 
route, also send permanent address. 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 54th St. New York 19, N.Y. 

















WANTED 


| BOTTOM MAN 
FOR ACROBATIC ACT 
APPROX. 5 FEET 10 


Contact 
EDDIE SMITH AGENCY 
1501 Broodway, N. Y. C. 

















Parodies! Special Songs! Bits! 

* Draw from our library, one of the 
largest, most comprehensive ta 
Showbiz! 

*% 19417 Catalog FREF! 

*® Exclusive material our specialty! 


J. & H. KLEINMAN 
25-31-K 30th Road, L. I. City 2, N. Y. 








Telephone: Astoria 8-6965 











me 


ahi: 


139 E. 57th St, N.Y. C. PL. 9-7470 




















—| 





PORTABLE 











ICE RINKS 














CARNIVALS AND FAIRS 


Now You Can Present an ICE SHOW 
In Texas, Florida or Tahiti 
Adaptable for INDOOR or OUTDOOR 
INSTALLATIONS 
PORTABLE OR PERMANENT 











i” 





CONTRACTORS REFRIGERATION CORP. 
89-35 Queens Bivd., ELMHURST, N. Y. 
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Army Speeding Recruiting of CATS To 
Replace Waning USO Units in Pacific 


Civilian Actress 
(CATS) are now being recruited by 
the Army for work in the Pacific. 
First CAT detachment, consisting of 
30 actresses, 
appearance in Tokyo, and approxi- 


mately 60 more CATS are to be re- | 


cruited as the program embraces 
more areas in the Pacific. 
Army Special Services, 
wound up a 
Friday (28) in Washington, has de- 
cided to place greater reliance on 
the CAT program. Decision is based 
on the fact that USO-Camp Shows is 
slated to close its books Dec. 31 and 
the Arfny will be on its own regard- 
ing GI entertainment overseas. 
CATS have already taken over a 
great part of the troop entertain- 
ment. Camp Shows quit the Euro- 
pean Theatre of Operations at the 
end of last year, 
aided by civilians in the occupied 
countries have taken over most of 
the entertainment chores. Same 
format will be followed in the 
Pacific areas. In addition, CATS by 
now has supplanted the USO legit 
department, 
month. 


which 


USO-Camp Shows in preparation 
for the CATS takeover, is starting 


has already made its | 


Technicians ¢ 





| Sufferins, Mont’! Nitery, 
Razed in 756 Blaze 


| 
| 


three-day conference | 


and the femmes | 


| remo ata 


which closed down last | 


to diminish in number of variety | 


units to be sent to the Pacific. Cur- | 
rently 34 units are on tour in -that 
area. Number will be cut to 25 
around April 1, with another slice 
slated for May. 


Montreal, March 4. 

Sufferins, first Jewish nitery 
which opened only few months ago, 
was destroyed by fire early yester- 
day morning (3) with loss reported 
at between $75,000 and $100,000. 

Fire is reported to have started 
in the downstairs bakery with the 
flames soon making .way to second 
and third cOmprising the 
nitery. 


stories 


Irving Rossman and Dinah Gold- 
berg, currently playing the spot, lost 


their music and wardrobe, most of 
which is irreplaceable. 
Disaster may cue more rigid 


safety regulations for niteries. 





AGVA, CIRCUITS DELAY 





i 
| 


Ask Relax on Ohio Nitery, 
Liquor Permits for Vets 


Columbus, March 4. 

_ Stanley B. Cofall, Ohio state 
liquor director, said he will ask 
Ohio Liquor Board resume the issu- 
ance of whisky and night club per- 
mits, at least to war veterans. 

The board stopped issuing liquor 
permits during the war, and only 
last year relaxed to permit beer 
and wine licenses. 


_————- + -_ 
-_——_ 


Nitery Ops Nix 


Tieup With NCFT 


On Tax Relax 


Night club operators and talent 


| agencies are being circularized to 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 


CONFABS ON NEW PACT 


Further confabs between Ameri- 
can Guild of Variety Artists and 
chain operators for ratification and 
actual pacting of the new five-year 


|contracts between the talent union, 
|and theatre operators are being held 


Army’s decision to rely to a great- | 
er extent on CATS is predicated by | 


the fact that Special Service toppers 
agree that the Army must be able to 
supply its own entertainment needs 
and must become self-reliant in that 
respect. 

USO-Camp Shows, until its de- | 
mise Dec. 31, will concentrate on 
hospital entertainment. 
there are 22 units touring hospitals. | 

















“LAFFINGLY YOURS” 


Hal Fisher 


Currently Louw Walters’ 


LATIN QUARTER 


MIAMI BEACH 


Dir: WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 






































DEALERS! ARRANGE NOW FOR 


FIRE WORKS 


* FOR THE HOLIDAY TRADE! ~ 


\ 


* 
We are distributors for every 


kind of fireworks; catering to * 
jobbers and retail outlets. 


WHOLESALE ONLY. 


ACME SALES CO., Inc. 
¥, Dept. V—Box 53—Station D 8 
‘Atlanta, Ga. 





ito 30 shows weekly at that 


in abeyance until AGVA settles cur- 
rent legal skirmishes with Phila- 
delphia local of the union. 
Although 
|pired last 
| houses, comprising those 
by RKO, Paramount, 
ners and the Roxy, N. 


previous contract ex- 
November, all chain 
operated 
Loew's, War- 
Y., have been 


living up to main principles of the | 
according | 


;new contract since, but 
| to reports both sides want additional 
| clarification on several of the clauses. 


Currently | None involved touches on remunera- 


tion angles or limited amount of 
shows allowed in various categories 
by the union. 

New contract calls for acts getting 
$750 weekly or less being limited 
scale 
and overtime pay for all in excess 
of that number. Acts getting over 
that amount up to $1,500 are per- 
mitted to do 36 shows weekly, with 
overtime compensation for addi- 
tional shows. All chains have been 
living up to these clauses since new 
contract was discussed and all that 
remains for actual inking is the 
minor clarifications 


| ing the 
| tertainment Industries, 
lof N. Y. 


Union and theatre reps met sev- | 


|eral weeks ago, but adjoprned with- 
out settling things. They were to 


have met again last week, but mat- | 


ter was put over again due to ne- 
cessity of Matt Shelvey, national 
head of AGVA, and union’s attor- 
|neys, having been occupied by their 
‘court action in Philly. 


‘Harry Barton Takes Over 


Carousel, Grantwood, N.J. 


| Harry Barton, former vaude per- 


former, is making bow as _ nitery 
/owner with aequisition of Club 
' Carousel, Grantwood, N. J. Barton 


' took over spot from former owners 
| this week and after some renova- 
ition expects to reopen it March 25. 
| He'll double as host and emcee of 
floor show to be headed by his wife 
land former partner, Helen Devlin. 
Four other acts and gal line will be 
added, 


Sablon’s Cafe Dates 


Jean Sablon has been signed for 
| Ciro’s, Hollywood, starting April 11, 
following completion of his date 
at the Palace hotel, San Francisco, 
beginning March 20 

Sablon wil] continue his airshows 
while playing the cafe dates. Singer 
and Marty Goodman, Sablin’s mana- 
ger, leave Monday (10) for the Coast. 



































Personal Monagement 
ELBERT TERRY 





_ ~MAXINE 


ULLIVA 


VILLAGE VANGUARD, New York 
NOW (indefinitely) 
RADIO: Sundays, 3-3:15 P.M., WNEW 








Direction: 
MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA 





get behind a movement to lobby for 


repeal of the 20% cabaret tax, by 


Raymond Kay, who is organizing a | 


National Committee for Fair Taxa- 


} tion. 
So far, bonifaces haven't been too | 
warm to the idea of hooking up with | 


the Kay outfit. Sidney Struble of 
the law firm of Hays, St. John, 
Abramson & Schulman, represent- 
Allied Restaurant and En- 
organization 
nitery operators, said he 
had been approached by Kay, but 
declined to go along with him in- 
asmuch as the law firm’s attempts 
to modify the 20% tax had to be 
temporarily abandoned because of 
the current attitude of Congress. 

Kay declares he was 
executive secretary of the Military 
Suppliers Assn. of America, and is 
said to have no previous experience 
in lobbying on a national scale for 
cafes. 

Kay in his letters to agencies and 
cafe owners asked for contributions 
to get the Committee started, with 
checks made payable to him as trus- 
tee for the organization 


‘Village Scandals’ Unit 

Bobby MacDonald, former vaude 
dancer, is coming out of retirement 
to head up and produce a new vaude 
unit, “Greenwich Village Scandals,” 
partnered with Roy Carlron, line 
producer. 

Unit will carry 12 principals and 
line of 12 girls and is geared for pix 
house dates in territories that have 
not had stage shows in some time. 
It'll play on guarantee and percent- 
age terms and is being agented by 
Sol Green. 





Shaver Midget Act 
Ticketed for Fox Film 


Pittsburgh, March 4. 
Buster Shaver’s midgets act, Olive 
and George Brasnow and Richard, 
were ticketed here last week by 
20th-Fox for “Nightmare Alley,” 





formerly , 


and head for Hollywood Saturday 
| night (8) right after they close two- 
week engagement at William Penn 
Hotel’s Terrace Room 

Act has cancelled several weeks 
of nitery bookings as a result inas- 
much as film deal 
denly 


came up sud- 


‘GYPSY’ AUTHOR, WIFE 
INN.Y. VAUDE BREAK-IN 


Billy Reid, writer of “Gypsy”, one 
of last year’s biggest song hits, and 
|his wife, Dorothy Squires did a sneak 
audition last night (Tuesday) of the 
act they intend presenting in U. S. 
vaude. Preview was done for book- 
ers and agents at the RKO Coliseum, 
N. Y. Pair have been doing vaude 
in England for some time under the 
title, “The Composer and The Voice.” 


Act is similar to the Lee Sims and | 


Ilomay Bailey turn, featured in 
vaude for years. 


Rooney’s Buff Nitery Date 


Mickey Rooney has been set for | 


the Town Casino, Buffalo, starting, 
March 20. Rooney will follow with 
a two week stand at the State 
theatre, N. Y., starting April 3 

Town Casino will be the film star’s 
second cafe appearance, He’s making 
his first at the Copacabana, Miami 
Beach, at $16,500. 


4 
Ld 





| take out a 5% 


MCA Modifies Stance on Booker's 
Fees, Allowing 5% on Some Acts 


Music Corp. of America, which 


, several months ago instituted a pol- 


icy of not splitting commissions with 
other agencies, has amended its po- 
sition to the point where it’s allow- 
ing bookers in some instances to 
booking fee. 

This occurred last week, when 
MCA granted Sol Tepper, exclusive 
booker for the Club Charles, Balti- 
more, his usual booking cut. Radio 
Aces, booked into the spot, has a 
clause in that contract giving Tepper 
his commission slice. 

This booking indicates that MCA's 
position has been amended to per- 
mit a 15% slice in cafe bookings 
when act’s permission is obtained. 
Previously MCA held to the line that 
when its talent was bought through 
another agency booking was net. 

Many bookings failed to jell be- 
cause of that policy. In one instance, 


|'Dick Henry of the William Morris 


agency sent back contracts to MCA 


| because they refused to permit the 


5% booking fee. 

On the other hand, MCA when 
buying talent for a spot in which it 
has an exclusive, charged no book- 


ing fee 
Bookers, such as Arthur Fisher, 
Frank Sennes, William Morris 


agency and Tepper, when unable to 
get the fee from MCA, shopped 
elsewhere. Acts in the medium price 
range suffered because of that pol- 
icy, 

However, MCA is not shifting its 
position in regard to headliners. Any 
top priced acts bought from that 
agency are still signed at net prices. 

Justine Wayne into N. Y. Hotel 
Elysee’s Monkey Bar March 17 for 
indefinite period. A return engage- 


‘ment for singer-pianist. 




















lovely Lady 
of Song 


JANE 


JOHNSON 





‘SENSATIONAL—TWO-ACT REVUE” 





New York Rep.: EDDIE SMITH AGENCY 





Bach to Boogie 
Marimbist 


GEORGE 


GUEST 


Chicago Rep.: PHIL TYRELL 



































The World's 


—- 





Greatest Dancing Violinist 


HAL 
, RAYWIN 


Currently LOU WALTERS’ 


LATIN QUARTER 


Third week and 
HELD OVER 
until March 23rd 


Montreal Press: 
“Un joli tour de force.” (translation— 


SENSATIONAL). 
Montreal Press: 
“Hal Raywin's ballet tapping and 
violin playing is excellent—leaves 


nothing to be desired.” 


Dallas Press: 

“Lifting the operetta eut of the en- 
tirely yawnful category was Hal Ray- 
win's tempestuous hoofing ...” 


Pittsburgh Press: 

*“Hal Raywin fiddles his way inte the 
esteem of the crowd out front in neo 
lime at alli—and that boy can move 
his lower limbs, too.” , 


MILES INGALLS 
JOE FLAUM, Asseciote 








NEW YORK 


Direction: 
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he were about to extol the virtues | 
of a cigaret, so round, so firm, so 
ifully packed. But when he_ got 
|aréund to extolling Busher, her near 
and remote ancestry and her prow- 
about four weeks, is being made by; that probably more footage was ess on the racing strip, the gal must 
Harry Brandt, N. Y. circuit opera- | taken of Roosevelt than any other have felt like a million dollars. 
tor; Marty Levine, his general man- | person in history. Editors Walter , Small-Time 70G 
ager; and Oliver Unger, associated Klee and William Van Praag went | 2 ae d eae tl 
with them in a foreign distrib set- through 2,000,000 feet. It practically | bclarag — rate by pire ! 
up. traces the history of pictures Oe Beg lt & agg paydlaenen 7. 
Film, made up of footage from particularly of sound, the talking mare bagatelle ing company -~ 
newsreel libraries plus some War film starting with Roosevelt's New mink coats and diamond bracelets 
Dept. and original background ma- Year's speech to the people of New who the price reached $135,000 the 
terial, has been in the works for 15, York State when he was governor 2 utioneer stalled for tim. and sug- 


Mrs. FDR Okays Film 


ttm, Continued from page 1 




















months, with Elliott Roosevelt as in 1930. Some of the recording and gested that 200 grand woulc be a 
technical adviser all the way. Mrs. much of the early film is compara- bargain, but there the bidding 


Roosevelt got her first gander at it tively bad, of course, but producers 
last Thursday (27), terming it figured it is compensated for by 
“magnificent.” Trygve Lie, United authenticity Jerkiness has been 
Nations secretary-general, and John taken out of -the old silent footage 
Golden, legit producer, who were (‘shot at 16 frames a second as 
alse at the screening, likewise were against present 24 frames) by re- 
peating every third frame. 


stopped. Busher, the First Lady of | 
the Mayer barn, became a chattel 
of Neil S. McCarthy, one of Mayer’s 
close friends. 

Next of the four stars to enter the 
ring was Honeymoon, who started 
briskly with a $75,000 bid but wound 
up in a photo finish with his stable- 
mate, at 135 grand. His sale meant 
nothing more than a change of tilm 
studios, his new _ proprictor being 
Harry M. Warner, of the Burbank 
Warner’. 


The horsemeat market slumped a 


enthusias.ic. 
Mrs. Roosevelt recently objected Every company but Paramount al- 
almost to the point of going to law lowed use of its library footage, 
against picturization of FDR_ in with considerably more official film 
Metro's current “The Beginning or | acquired from the Signal Corps 
the End.” She opposed his imper- | through permission granted Elliott 
senation by an actor (Godfrey Roosevelt by General Eisenhower, 
Tearle) and full-face views shown Included in this are captured Jap 
of him. * toosevelt Story,” of clips on the attack on Pearl Harbor. uit, when Be Walthtld. was poadied 
course, doen't run into that dif- Score is by Earf Robinson, with for g measly 100 grand to E. D 
ficulty, since it is made up of actual lyrics by Lewis Allan to a theme Shaffer. of the Kentucky Shaffers, 
shots of the laie President. tune labeled “Toward the Sun.” Jack ah tek bhbdlan etueddl etka eben 
Pic uses an unusual technique of Schaindlin is musical director and a Stepfather went to the Warner 
telling its story, werked out by radio 40-voice choir is conducted by | stable for an even $200,000, the top 
scripter Lawrence Klee, who did the Robert Shaw. 
scenario and commentary. It begins Effort is made throughout to be 
with the Roosevelt funeral proces- | “non-political,” although there's lit- : eh 
sion in Washington in 1945, the tle doubt as to the sympathies of the Warner was the biggest individual 
camera panning down at various producers. They aim to start show- | buyer, laying a total of $419,000 on | 
times en five different people in the ing the film to major companies in the line for four steeds. In addition 
crowd and letting them tell the story about a mon_h in an attempt to line - Stepfather and Honeymoon,’ he | 
of Roosevelt's life through his ef- up release. Failing that, they'll ex- | bought Wedding Plans, a two-year- 
fect on their own. hibit via art houses and to special old out ee $54,000, the top fig- 
In this manner, the principal nar- @udiences, | Ceotate Petey p abr pede ~ 
rator becomes a cab driver oe $30,000. td ’ 
camera doesn't actually pick him 7 
cul. danaling each individual in the While the film studios were large- 
audience to use his own frame of ly represented among the onlookers, 
reference in choosing him from a only a few of them chunked their 
group of people). Actor Kenny om into the ring. Raoul Walsh | 
Lynch does the voice. The other 28€s, colors and genders were ‘one, the South Americar way and 
four are similarly selected from the knocked down to the highest bid- ad out $37,000 for Battant, a five- 
crowd -with Canada Lee doing an- , ders, and the star of them all was year-old from Argentina. George | 
other voice and Ed Begley (current- the sleek mare, Busher, pride of | Brent forgot about his yachting long 
ly in the legiter, “All My Sons”) | Mayer's heart, although she wound a hed pay $14,000 for Zee to | 
speaking out repeatedly during the UP in a dead heat for second place | + gate filly. Harry James kicked 
* s “The Voice of the Op- © the cash register. There was an |!" wit $5,000 for Vivid Hues, prob- | 
ris et bs electric feeling in th smoggy Cali- | ably because its name reminded him 
Qo yee officially gave her fornia air as Busher, all dressed up | Of Betty Grable in Technicolor. 
sceroeiuenl to the film in a letter im a ribboned hair-do, pranced un- The vendue lasted approximately 
to Tola Productions, the outfit mak- |4¢r the spotlights while 5,000 mil-| three hours, an average of three 
ing the pic. She declared “I think lionaires, or reasonable replicas minutes per sale and $25,891 per 
this documentary film is an extra- thereof, gave the gal a nice big hand. horse. Lowest sale price was $3,000, | 
ordinary editing job... While I am No starlet on the Metro lot was | paid for a horse ironically named 
awere of the fact that about every °V& handed so effulgent a greeting | Main Feature, who probably felt 
incident could make a picture in it- 48 Busher got from the auctioneer, like & screen extra wandering by 
self, as an overall review of a life. mistake into the Brown Derby. 
I think it is well done. I am very 
happy to have this film shown.” Fancy Equine Figures 
Starts in 1904 Top prices and winning bid- | U i C } 
Film used in the pic goes back to | Pg the Mayer hors. sale | nion ommies 
1904, showing the Roosevelts shortly | were: | 
after they were married. FDR, of Stepfather, $200,000, Harry M. C e 
course, was an unknown then, the, Warner. (Earned $56,215). freer carey took 
pix being taken because Mrs. R. was | Busher, $135,000, Neil S. Mc- ; 284inst them. 


Warner Tops Buyers 











Mayer Stable 
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a niece of Teddy Roosevelt. It carries; Carthy. (Earned $334,035). | Johnston appeared before the 

right through Roosevelt's career as Honeymoon, $135,000, Harry | house group in behalf of a recent 

As‘istant Secretary of the Navy, M. Warner. (Earned $226,670). | report by the Committee for Eco- | 

vice-presidential candidate, gov-. Be Faithful, $100,000, E. D. | nomic Development which recom- 

ernor of New York State and Presi- Shaffer. (Earned $102,440). . | mended steps «aimed at improving 

dent. Final shot is his report to the collective bargaining. 

nation on the Yalta conference just 

a few weeks before he died. | who was a vaudeville show all by | . . 
Unusual part, of course, making himself. A stout gentleman in din- acme Se Const See. Confabe 

the editing job easy on one hand,!ner clothes, with a stentorian voice | Eric Johnson, Motion Picture 

but difficult on the other, is the fact and the jargon of a tobacco auc- | 4880. prexy, heads Coastward this | 

~_ was | Week for a couple weeks of huddles | 

: with studio toppers on current prob- 

lems. Initial one for Johnston to | 

solve is locating of successors to 

Byron Price and Frank McCarthy. 

Price is leaving his $75,000-a-year 

post as v.p. of the MPA, in charge 

of its Coast activities, to go with 

the United Nations. McCarthy, who 

was his assistant, is now MPA rep 

in France. 


Johnston will also confab on the 
labor situation at the studios and on 


the increasingly grim foreign out- 
look. - 
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‘Jolson Story’ 


Continued from page 3 


duce actual figures on rentals gar- 
nered by Columbia previous to trial 
of the action slated within the next 
few weeks. 






(Previous top grosser | 





uted last year, which netted an esti- 
mated $3,750,000. ) 


The Shuberts, along with their 
Trebuhs Realty Co., are suing on 
the claim that “The Jolson Story” 
violated their civil rights by refer- 
ring to the Winter Garden in the 
film. Plaintiffs’ contention is that a 
pictorial biography of the famous 
house was stymied by incorporation 
of the theatre in the biog of the 
singer. An injunction, 500,000 dam- 
ages, and all profits of the pic are | 
asked as. balm. i 








tioneer, he sounded for a time as it | 
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Variety Bills 


WEEK OF 


Numerals in connection with bills below indivate 


whether full 


Letter in parenthesis indicate cireuit: 
(P) Paramount; (R) KK@; (W) Warner 


MARCH 5 


or split week opening day of show 


(t) independent; (1) Loew; 





NEW YORK CITY 
Capitel (L) 6 
Kathryn Grayson 
Johnnie Johnstone 
Nat Brandwynne O 


P Franks & Janyce | 


Paul Regan 
Musle Hall (1) 6 
linrold Barnes 
Robert Marshall 
los Panchos 3 
Vansy the Horse 
‘orgs de Ballet 
lieckettes 
. n Orc 
Paramount (FP) 5 
Jloinny Long On 
toon Badwards 
Buddy Lester 
Lewis & Van 
Roxy (i) 5& 
j serine Dunhan 
Einesto Lecuona 
pa Sullivan 


‘ii (ne@sal 
State (L) 6 
the Herzogs 
Aol may Woods 
\ltiense Berse 
sellic Pieon 


«die Teabody 
Mortells & Migim 
Strand (W) 7 

louis Prima Ore 

Jane Wynna 

rank. Marlowe 

BRONX 

Windsor (1) 8-9 
Parka 

Hud Carlell & Rosa 

larry Daniels 


price of the vendue. Gonzales 2 


The Martines 
BROOKLYN 
Fiatbush (1) 8-9 
Minda Lang 
Fontaines 


ii) & t. Raymond 


Barbara Barrie 
Pierre Cartier 
QUEENS 
Jamaica (1) 5-8 
4 Morrocans 
Yvonne Moray 
1 & M Havel 
Jack Morrison 
J & J Blair 
5-6 
Joe Martin 
Reddy & Joyce 
Sid Raymond 
tone to fill) 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (i) 7 
JIL & M Caiis 
Dorothy Claire 
Milton Douglas 


|The Pitchmen 


State (1) 6-8 
Ramona Lang 
George Ross Co 
'») Richardson Co 


|} Jans & Martel 
! o 


Gert Nagle & Hilja 
Rio & Rita 


| Freddie Stritt 


3 X-tremes 
BOSTON 
Boston (BR) 6 
timmy Dorsey Ore 

Pat Henning 


| Babs & Bobie 


BOUND BROOK 
Brook 8-9 

William T Orr 

Hoo Shee 

Reedy & Joyce 


fétweo to fill) 


CHICAGO 

Chicago (P) 7 
Martin Bros 
Connee Boswell 
Dean Murphy 

Oriental (1) 6 
Siate Bros 
Lucienne & Ashour 
Ladd Lyon 
Betty Jane Smith 


Albee (R) 6 
Vivian Blaine 
Sunny Dunham Ore 
tay English 
Del Rios 

CLEVELAND 

Palace (R) 6 


Peggy Tastlor 

| Arnaut Bros 

Sue Ryan 

Tim Herbert 

Nine Cole 3 

DALTON 

Keiths (R) 6 

| Bob Crosby Ore 

Town Criers 

% Dunhills 


The traddocks 

Troy & Lyon 

ithre to filly 
KANSAS CITY 


- 


Tower (i) 7 


Noel Tate 

Ruby 3 

Parker & Porthok 
MIAM 





Olympia (9) 5 
M tLwuise & Charles 
Lou Vogtle 
|. Hen Dova 
Bonnie Baker 
Kuster West 

NEWARK 

Adame (f) 7 
Ink Spots 
| Johnny Otis Ore 
i June Richmond 
Lewis & White 
(‘oles & ATKINS 

PATERSON | 

Majestic (1) 6-9 
Billy Cars 
| Wilfred-Mae % 

Hd J Lanibert Co 
Alan Reno 
Monroe & Grant 
10-12 
Ramona Lang, 
Smith & Ayre 
Bud Sweeney, 
Sons Purple Sage 
(One to fill) 

PHILADELPHIA 

Carman (1) 6 
Gray Family 
June Lorraine 
R & M Norman 

Farle (W) 7 
Lionel! Hampton O 
2 Zephyrs 
Hop Skip & Jump 

READING 

Rujah (7) 6-8 
Freddie Slack Orc | 
Helene & Howard | 
Chester Dolphin Co 

ROCKFORD 

Palace (I) 73 
|The Antalaks 
The Glenns 
Marvin & Rio 
Sid Blake 
R & H Pwyer 
Paul Walker Ore 

SAN FRANCISCO 
Gelden Gate (R) 5 
Bob Evans 
Mage & Karr 
lane Brothers 
Art Norcus 3 

SPRINGFIELD 
Court Sq (1) 6-9 
The Saxons 
t MeNallie Sis 
6 Marvelettes 
Walters & Josette 
Bobby Rollins j 
Chuck & Chuckles 

WASHINGTON 

Capitol (1) 6 | 
Sammy Kaye Ore } 
|} Canfield Smith 
Olaen & Joy | 

Howard (1) 7 | 
International Hd | 
Moni & African Bad , 
Dusty Fletcher 
The Platinos 

WOONSOCKET 

New Park (1) 9 
Harry Martin Co 
Fred Jenel 
32 Chestertields 
The Barreis 
Moke & Doke 

















Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY 


Blue Angel 
John Buckmaster 
Florence Desmond 
Phil Gordon 
Josephine Premice 
Ellis Larkin 3 
Stuart Ross 

Cale Soctety 

(Downtown) 
Olivette Miller 


(Connie Sawver 


CHM Jackson 
Josh White 
) C Heard Ore 
Cafe Soclety 
(Uptewn) 
Lucienne Boyer 
Dave Martin 3 
Edmund Hall Ore 
Carnival 
Olsen & Johnson 


| Beatrice Kay 


Salici Puppets 
C & T Valdez 
Blackburn Twins 
Michael Edwards 
McManus Ore 


i Reid Ore 


China Doll 
Keve Luke 
John Tio 

Embassy 
Larry Marvin 
Lenny Kent 
Chelo Villareal 


| Jose Mellis Ore 
| Ralph Font Or 


for Columbia was “Gilda,” distrib- |.Milt Britton Ore 


P Whiteman Jr Or 
La Martinique 

Alan Gale 

Bret Morrison 

Ernie Stuart Ore 
Latin Quartes 

A Lee Simpkins 

Archie Robbins 

Francis & Grey 

Chandra Kaly Ders 

Hial Raywin 

Chie Gladke 

4 Esquires 

Wanger Line 
leon & radie’s 

(jus Van 

Sonny King 

The Amoryvs 

foe Cook Jr 

Narda 

’ Graham Sis 

Pnysliss Arnold 


| Willis Wonders 

Shepard (Chorus 

Art Waner Ore 
Monte Carle 

Dick Gasparre O 

Roberto 

Maya Ore 


Old Bomastas 
Jar kie Phillips 
Sadie Banks 
Nina Dover 


Joe La Porte Ore 


(i'wich Village ium 
Phil Brito 
Bob Howard 
Doris Ruby 
Chavez Orc 
Ned Harvey Ore 

Havana-Maand 
Aurora-Roche 
Carivie Ders 
Luis Del Campo 
Carlos Varela Ure 

Belmont-Plaza 
tonny & Ray 
Bernie West 
Eddie Stone Ore 
Nino Bad 

Hotel Biltmore 
Carmen Cavallaro 
Hotel Commodore 
Eddy Howard Ore 
Hotel New Yorker 
Chuck -Foster Ore 
Marion Spelman 
June Arnold 
Bissell & Farley 
Jaydine Li-Sun 
Tai Sings 
Fran Yang 
Chai & Somay 
Moo Song 

Copucabdana 
Tony Martin 
Raye & Naldi 
Steen & Tasher 
Michael Durso Ore 
Fernando Alverez O 
Diamond Roarsesheor 
Siri 
Herman Hyde 
Turner Twins 
tosebuds 
Jackie Gleason 
Billy Banks 
Tables Davis 
Renald & Rudy 
‘ack Mathers 
Noble Sissie Orc 
Syd Strange Ore 











| Muriel Gaines 


| Mlcanere Powell 


| Eddie Fens Orr 


'mimicry of Bing Crosby, Jim 


of Jadine & Somay. 





| Leonard 
14 Notes tiie: 
Veranities 
Bernard Bros 
Rob Grant Ore 
Vunchito Ore 


| 

} lurita Rios 

| Miguel & Albaicin 
\ltee Farrar 
tiob Turk 

| Hotel Pennaytvant 
| Mrankie Carle Ore 
Hotel Pierre Vilinge Vanguare 


| Maurice & Maryea Maxine Sullivan 


| Modernaires Pete Seeger 


Kddie Rio id*has Re lames 
HARTFORD Cane Bw armed yd | Don Frye 
Ntate (1) 7-9 Hote) Plaza Vanity Fair 
Gleon Miller Ore bievarde Gertrude Niesgen 
Tex RBeneke | flat Kanner Ore Jan Murra 
Marshall Bros Miertte Cpne Hal LeRoe 
lane & Claire Wetel Rooseven Bob Williams 
HOLVORKE ‘tus towbardo Or. ‘lle Fisher 
Valley Arena (1) 9 Hotel Taft Cire Gilbert 
Tony Pastor Ove Vincent Lopez Or« Roya Raeburn 


(jinnie Powell 


Waldorf-Astoria 


Jane Pickens | Wives 
Russel Swan Hob tee 
}ttimil Coleman Orc Kay Carole 
Mischa Rorr Ore Stuart: Langley 
Little Club Vegsgy Palmer 
Deris Dav DD Quince & Giv'ne 
(aes Harrison 3 Zanzibar 
Rogers Corner Mills Bro 
fhon Baker ida James 


Alomas Hawatians 


/ Hddie Hayws 
The Chanteurs rare. Se 


|} 1) Phickens Ore 
Barry Bros Orc Apus & Estralita 
Kile Cabana Zimmerman’s 
NTG Revue Gene Kardos 
Machiio Orie fancz]) Makula 
folimny Rodriquez Zsiga Bela 
Kubarw Kien aul Arnold 
Sinclair & Alde 
lielen Wenzel 


Cileria Kine 


Cedric Wallace »* Orlova 
Blackhawk ‘l i.dgewater Ke’ch 

Rus# Carlyle Ore Hlenry Biandon QO 

Joey Bishop Prof Backward 


Whitson Bras 
Landre & Verna 
(‘arl Ravazza pe saga lambert 
tarry Storch , ava) 
Gay Claridge Ore 7 Rotes Sherman 
Adorables (12) ae aere 
Celesimo’s | nT 
— rurae i+-d Weems Ore 
rity ea Hotel Stevens 
Irving Béneen Don McCrane Ore 
Dennis Kelly 
Dore Ruby 


(nen Paree 


Bob Hall 
Mary Jo Bell ‘ 
Nan Huston ane . 5 pg 


(‘huck Mann 
Latie Quarter 
a. —— Ted Lewis Ore 
. ‘ r Geraldine Du Bols 
Virginia McGraw Paul White 
Jimmy Savo Klrov Peace 
Noro Morales Corwin Sis 
larry Stewart Sol Klein Ore 
Coes Serve Girls Shy Riders (4) 
Phil Foster Palmer House 
Hetel Bismarck Griff Williams Ore 
Jovzeph Sudv Ore Dorothy Shay 
Roland Twins fF & E Barry 
Vela Montoia Acromaniacs 
l.enore Abbott D'ncersa (12) 
Annette Olsen Rio Cabaoa 
1. & @ Cansino Francis Fave 
Iturvey Crawford Jack Carter 
Nancy Doran 
Hotel Blackstone Hob Lee 
Carl Brisson Copsey & Avers 
Ramos Orch Don Bradfield 
Hotel Congress ‘The lovelies (6) 
Joe Vera Ore Cee Davidson ‘ire 
Sam Bari Vine Gardens 


_ Hotel Continental Al Zimmy 


Georgie Moore 
Toe Kish Ore 
Viel Cole Ore 


Za Bach’sa Ore 
Marianne Fedele 
Sheldon Reed 


| Night Club Reviews 


Continued from page 52 aoe 


Embassy. N. ¥. 

a youngster, and though obviously 
a copyist, without any pretentions 
to being anything else, he has youth, 
looks and a boyish manner to get 
him in right with the babes. 

Marvin could dispense with that 
business of leaving the mike and 
patroling the room in effecting that 
intimate style; it's downright ama- 
teurish in the way he does it. A 
hand mike would serve him well, 
because when he departs from the 
upright system his voice departs 
with it. And wearing a light suit 
is certainly lacking in conservatism 
for a night spoi. Kahn, 

(China Doll. N. ¥. 

Keye Luke, John Tio, Jadine & 
Lee Sun, Mui Song, Fran Ling, Cha 
& Somay, Line (10), Jack Frase Orch 
(8), Herbert Curbelo Orch; $2.50 
min. 

















With Keye Luke, between film as- 
signments, heading the fayout, China 
Doll is currently pitching for nitery 
trade with a strong entertainment 
policy. All-oriental show is nicely 
paced with sufficient variety to hold 
attentior? throughout. 

Luke, bringing a mixture of eX- 
perience from his film and vaude 
work, is a likeable personality In 4 
well-thought-out routine. Favorite 
son of Charlie Chan, avoiding usual 
Hollywood cliche of “so glad to see 
you in person, etc.,” segues directly 
into a series of neat takeoffs on w.k. 
film actors. Begins with his celluloid 
pop, Charlie Chan, then moves into 
an impression of Lionel Barrymore 
as Dr. Gillespie in the “Dr. Kildare 
films in which Luke is featured. Hes 
particularly effective with his os, 
cluding imitations of Ronald Co 
man, Peter Lorre and Kex Harrison. 

Most unusual item on the_bill - 
John Tio, the talking bird. Difficu 
to believe even though seen 1s the 


bird’s uneanny knack for accurate 
my Du- 


rante and Eddie Cantor, among 
others. 

Other items which fall far below 
top two acts include acrobatic team 
of Chai and Somay in a contortion- 
ist and tumbling routine that cou 
be improved with faster pacins- 
Frank Ling’s straight soprano te @ 
bling is fair as is the ballroomeles? 

¢ . 
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VARIETY 


HOUSE REVIEWS $3 





Music Malt, an 3. 

ic Hall Symp harles 
Hh arong conductor (Jules Silver & 
Otto Frohn, associates); Nicholas 
Daks, Seymour Osborne, Paulette 
Knox, Brunhilda Roque, Bettina 
Dearborn, Patricia Gerety, Leila 
Crabtree, Maxine Marlow, Etoile 
Baroncelli, Corps de Ballet, Robert 
Marshall, Glee Club, Pansy | the 
orse, Harold Barnes, Los Panchos 
eh Rockettes, Herbert Corbello, 
Celso Vega; “Sea of Grass” (M-G), 
reviewed in Variety, Feb. 12, '47. 





The splendor of the usual Music 
Hall shows is here in accompaniment 
to the Tracy-Hepburn starrer, “Sea 
of Grass,” which is being trailerized 
by the stage layout’s leaning toward 
the western motif. There are mo- 
ments when this show is as good as 
any presented here, and when the 
layout has a tendency to dawdle, 
which is only occasionally, there is 
always the socko staging and pag- 


eantry effects to heighten the illu- | 


sions. 

Tops from the individual stand- 
point is Harold Barnes with his al- 
ways-smash_ tight wire-balancing. 
Barnes maintains a neat sense of 
showmanship in a turn that, even 
for the vaude diehards familiar with 
the act, is still a treat because of his 
neat selling values. 

Then there’s Pansy the Horse, an- 
other vaude standard, with the girl 
as the “trainer.” This, incidentally, 
is the act which showcased Virginia 
Mayo for film stardom, since it was 
as the “trainer” that she caught Sam 
Goldwyn’s eye. The two guys within 
the confines of the horseskin still 
manage to garner their share of 
chuckles no matter how many times 
one has seen them. 

There are such other entertaining 
groups as the Los Panchos Trio, gui- 
tar-strumming vocalists; the nifty 
ballet group in a “Dancing Class” 
number that has been seen before at 
the Music Hall; Glee Club, with Rob- 
ert Marshall lending the vocal pace 
to a western medley, plus the Rock- 
ettes with their still-perfect precision 
terping. Kahn. 


Orpheum, Omaha 
Omaha, Feb. 28. 
Charlie Spivak Orch, Danny Dray- 
son, Grace Drysdale’s Puppets, Tom 
& Jerry, Star Dreamers; “The Ver- 
dict” (WB). 





On its first stop from the west 
coast, Charlie Spivak’s band revue 
got a warm welcome at the Orpheum 
on opening show Friday. 

Band’s best number is “Begin the 
Beguine,” with Spivak on trumpet 
holding the melody. “At Dawning” 
and “Stomping Room Only” done in 
the soft Spivak style showed no lack 
of spirit. Applause for the band 
numbers was solid. “Richard,” of 
course, got a noisy welcome when 
done in small production style with 
dialect, etc. 

Danny ODrayson, dancer-panto- 
mimist, gets over neatly. His essen- 
tric steps plus well-delivered gags 
and character sketches get plenty 
response. 

Grace Drysdale’s puppets score by 
unique operation. Using no strings, 
she operates them from beneath a 
small ‘platform by pulling the little 
figures over her hands and working 
hands, fingers, etc., in clever manip- 
ulation. 

The Star Dreamers, three lads and 
two gals, do nicely on slick arrange- 
ment of “Uncle Remus,” featuring 
close harmonies and a bit of comedy 
here and there. 

Tom and Jerry do a trapeze spe- 


Cialty in clever style interspersed 
with grotesque comedy to s#arner 
plenty laughs. Rach. 





Apollo, N. Y.- 

Illinois Jacquet Band (6), George 
Hudson Orch (15), Melody Masters 
(5), Alston & Young, Jackie Petty; 
“Glass Alibi” (Rep). 





Harlem house is overboard on 
music this week, and especially on 
tenor sax men, with show. band 
George Hudson featuring his ace 
reed, Roy Parker, while [Illinois 
Jacquet, former Count Basie and 
“Jazz at the Philharmonic” sideman 
is in the star slotting. Show is 
tightly cut, however and gets over 
well without the usual “Uncle Tom 
comedy bit. ; 

Hudson group opens well with 
“Kilroy” and then features Jimmie 
Briton in “I've Got You Under My 
Skin” and “Guilty.” Jackie Petty 
turns in a neat tap routine, depend- 
ing more on looks than terpability, 
but enough of both to get! over well. 

Band returns with a fine trumpet 
solo of “Poor Butterfly,” followed by 
Parker's tenor ride on “Body and 
Soul.” Alston and Young open 
with a comedy chatter bit, then go 
into a piano and dance act. Danc- 
ing with loose taps sounds a little 
sloppy but humor and good jazz 
tyling of piano brings nice, returns. 

Melody Masters is a group of 
youngsters which, with the proper 
coaching, could turn into one of the 
better vocal harmony groups. Out- 
Standing quality of the boys is their 
youthful uninhibited styling, which 
adds ‘to the usual cut-and-dried act 
Of this type. Right. now their mike 

alance is not too sharp, with over- 
emphasis of bass in arrangements, 


and too-s) izi ne Sen-| . : 
*Reasone” Killed aud with | Laurel and Hardy heading next bill. 


timental Reasons.” Killed aud with 


“Gal in Calico” and okay in blues! 





number. . Hudson’s band, a so-so 
group at best, comes up with an un- 
timely interruption to do “How High 
the Moon,” an unfair cutting of 
number that would be much better 
for Jacquet’s crew, 

Jacquet group plays conciously 
commercial jazz that emerges as a 
melange of musical squiggles. They 
start with “Mutton Leg” then follow- 
up with “Bottoms Up” and “Blues 
Part II.” Jacquet knows how to 
sell as a front man in this house and 
plays himself nice tenor when of a 
mind, which he wasn’t when show 
was caught. Rest of the group, with 
exception of baritone sax, strictly 
there to provide backing. Tomm. 


RKO, Boston 
Boston, Feb. 28. 
Tex Beneke with the Glenn Miller 
Orch (26) with Garry 
Artie Dann, Helen & Howard; “Beat 
the Band” (RKO). 





First time here fronting the Miller | 


band, Tex Beneke clicks with the 
customers and 
capably taken 


over, retaining the 


same Miller precision and flash while | 


gétting additional sonority and ef- 
fectiveness with the added strings. 
Band is thus practically a produc- 
tion in itself, bringing to the variety 
stage a musical outfit along the lines 
of the big radio studio jobs, yet 
jumpy enough to satisfy the theatre 
audience. Beneke looks good; has 
ease and presence, and clicks solidly 
as vocalist and trumpeter. Band does 
“Don’t Be That Way,” 
Lands” and other productions, with 
current pops by the 


go big. He does “Oh But I Do” and 
“For You, For Me,” and is well-liked. 
Specialties are by Helen and How- 
ard, standard adagios, and excellent, 
and Artie Dann, comedian, whose 
line of chatter is fresh, funny and 
infectious. Had to beg off. Elie. 


Tower, K. C. 
Kansas City, Feb. 28. 
Jimmy & Joyce Vey, Mel Hall, 
The Johnstones (2), Mary Frances 
Sexton, Jack Parks Tower Orch (9); 
“Thrill of Brazil” (Col) and “Pil- 
grim Lady” (Rep). 





Modest layout presented in the 
usual pattern is moderate entertain- 
ment in the half hour route. } 

House orch opens with “Gal in 
Calico” under the Jack Parks baton, 
and show segues into monocycle turn 
by Mel Hall. Lad does round of 
stunts on a regular cycle, and then 
on king size model, all for moderate 
applause. Jimmy Vey takes over as 
emcee and brings out Mary Frances 
Sexton, discovery winner, for song 
and tap specialty on “South Amer- 
ica, Take It Away.” : ; 

The Johnstones contrib a magic 
turn. Their bit involves more or 
less standard deception with flowers 
and silk hankies and features a 
razor-blade swallowing bit by male. 
Act is well handled and wins ap- 
plause. Vey closes with his own 
act, leading off with combination of 
xylophone and tapsterings for nice 
returns and closing with partner in 
modernistic tap. Quin. 


Palladium, London 
London, Feb. 25. 


Stevens, 


demonstrates he’s | 


“Meadow | 


Mello-Larks | 
Solos by Garry Stevens likewise 


Parameunt, N. Y. 
Johnny Long Orch with Francey 
Lane, Beachcombers, Floyd Sullivan; 
Joan Edwards, Buddy Lester, Lewis 
& Van; “Suddenly It’s Spring” (Par) 
reviewed in Variety, Feb. 12, ‘47, 


Real headliner of the current 
Paramount layout is managing direc- 
tor Bob Weitman whose announce- 
ment of the price reduction is filling 
the house. Theatre is apparently 
getting patronage that it’s missed 
since the high price levels made mid- 
town theatre attendance prohibitive 
to many, Par’s bill provides a true 
test of the price drop’s efficacy in- 
asmuch as film “Suddenly It’s 
Spring” and the stage show with 
Joan Edwards, Johnny Long’s orch 
ie Buddy Lester aren’t top drawer 
i lures, 





| Playing affair which, while devoid of 
major excitement, is nonetheless pro- 
ductive of entertainment. Show, 
when caught the second day, didn’t 
have J6an Edwards in top voice in- 
asmuch as she was forced out the 


day previous because of laryngitis. | tempo crisp all the way 
Sp 3 e way. 


| for second show 


Mary Small subbed. 
turn, Miss Edwards 
though “she were 


Upon her re- 
worked as 


technique to give a smooth account 
of herself. The former Hit Parade 
singer with renditions of “Gal in 
Calico,” a top tune medley, singing 
reminiscences of Gus Edwards songs, 
and a duet with a recording of her 
voice makes for good listening. 

The Long orch stressing novelty is 
|doing better than it has done on 
previous stands at this house. 
good intro number featuring the 
| bandsmen and vocal detachment in- 
|cluding Francey 
Beachcombers, sends the band off to 
a nice impression. They hit further 
; comedy and novelty with a drum 
|session by Floyd Sullivan, while 
|Miss Lane registers with “Please 
| Take Me Home.” The Beachcombers, 
three guys and a gal, chime in with 
good arrangements to complete a 
nice overall effect. 

Buddy Lester, a repeater at this 
house, has little trouble with this 
audience in his unorthodox routin- 
ing. His zany impressions and trum- 
pet bit, still hit with full force, but 
because of previous dates here stuff 
seems to be getting a little stale. 

Act lineup is completed by Lewis 
and Van, a tap team. working in 
unison and in solo with not an orig- 
inal step in the repertoire. Work is 
reminiscent of other teams and in- 
dividuals, but having picked out the 
best features of several, they’ve got 
an applause winning routine. Jose. 


: Cirele. Indpls. 
Indianapolis, Feb. 28. 
Clyde McCoy Orch with Kathy 
| Moore, Billie Jane Benrett, C. W. 
Bryant; Sybil Bowan. Michael 
O'Shea; “Black Angel” (U). 














Clyde McCoy is back at the Circle 
for first time since pre-war days 
with a band show that pleases old- 
sters as well as the kids. Band, lean- 
ing on nifty arrangements of stand- 
ard tunes for sock effect, has strong 
support from surrounding acts, es- 
pecially Sibyl Bowan and Michael 
O’Shea, who does neatly on personal 
appearances. 


George Formby, The Sqiiad¥orn-+ -.@AcCoy is off to fine start with “In 


aires, Bob Bromley, Hal Stone & 
Nina Kaye, Billy Russell, The High- 
towers, Charles Warren & Jean, Fred- 
die Bamberger, New China Troupe, 
4 Kenvays, 3 Bassi, Palladium 
Girls. 


Four American acts stepping into 
the Palladium bill in its brief re- 
turn to variety do much to strength- 
en it. but the program is no dazzler. 
Judged by previous rules, it has 
more the look of a filler-in till 
Tommy Trinder returns in April. 

Bob Bromley with his marionettes 
scores nicely and Hal Stone, with 
Nina Kaye, had them rolling in the 
aisles. His juicy patter and blue-to- 
purple wisecracking closely approxi- 
mates the old rollicking pattern of 
the British music hall and the cus- 
tomers are quick to appreciate it. 
Charles Warren and Jean also click, 
but the Hightowers, whose slick 
dancing was such a hit °) Blackpool 
last year, fail to register here. 

For the rest, George Formby in 
half a dozen numbers put over with 
a high polish on the uke, is a pow- 
erful draw, warming up the house 
very late in the bill. His ease, al- 
most mechanical precision, gets 
them and holds all the way. Level- 
ing with him in popularity is the 
Squadronaires band, a classy combi- 
nation which has rapidly established 
itself in the past year. Band owes 
a great deal to the leadership of 
Jimmy Miller, which is quiet, but ef- 
fective, and to the drums of Jock 
Cummings, percussion being top 
grade stuff over here. ' 

Among the other turns Freddie 
Bamberger, with pianoing and pat- 
ter, gets over nicely. Billy Russell's 
working man act shows the art of 
the old trouper, and the New China 
Troupe bring a style of their own 
to tumbling and dagger-play. 


Three Bassi, closing the bill, prove | 


that juggling stil] amuses when pre- 
sented with humor and skill. 

A couple of spots for the Pal- 
ladium Girls was in the tradition, 





but the general excitement, for the 


| Palladium, was not intense. Present 


lineup is set for two weeks, with 


Ebet. 


the Mood,” showing plenty of mel- 
low brass. Next is “Three Little 
Words,” in which he takes spotlight 
for solo on world’s smallest trumpet 
—and_ sweet, too. C. W. Bryant, 
band’s version of Bob Burns, scores 
with comedy vocal of “Sioux City 
Sue.” interspersed with droll yarns 
in Ozark style. McCoy is back with 
old stand-by, “When Day Is Done,” 
calling his solo break an imitation 
of Henry Busse. Billie Jane Ben- 
nett comes out for “Zip-a-Dee-Doo- 
Dah,” “My Sugar Is So Refined” and 
“Managua, Nicaragua” for plenty of 
applause. 

Sibyl Bowan does her usual bang- 
up job of comic valentines as bill’s 





imitations, accompanied by quick 
costume changes, include Carmen 
Miranda, volunteer Red Cross nurse 
fed up with chores, Hildegarde, 
Ethel Merman and Beatrice Lillie 
singing “I've Been to a Marvelous 
Party.” She puts a punch in every 
impression. 

O’Shea rates a nice reception for 
turn that has plenty entertainment 
value. He kids about experiences on 
train from Hollywood, joshes the 
band, and displays a pretty good 
singing voice in “Stormy Weather.” 
For a clincher, he recites “That Old 
Gang of Mine” and tells kids to 
gather rosebuds while they may. 
Kathy Moore looks good in a couple 





of snappy tap routines. She's got 
|rhythm. Biz okay when caught. 
Corb. 


Oriental, Chi 
Chicago, Feb. 27. 

Paul Small’s “Showtime of 1947” 
with the Slate Bros. (3), Fay Car- 
| roll, Lucienne & Ashour, Ladd Lyon, 
| Betty Jane Smith, Dorothy Byton 
|Girls (12), Ray Lang Orch (14); 
|“The Chase” tUA). 








= 
| Tab show here for the next two 
| weeks reflects prime packaging with 
fresh scenery, a line that can actu- 
| ally dance, and some top acts. Show 
'should payoff any theatre owner that 
| plays it. 
One of the outstanding acts is the 
Slate brothers, who work all through 
'the show with their skits and take- 


best laugh-getter. Sharp and funny- 





However, the stage setup is a well | 


conserving her | 
pipes, but she’s sufficiently versed in | 


offs. Penny Arcade number is al- 


| can dance. 


ready a classic and their whirlwind 
panto baseball bit with the tangled 
windup also gets yocks. Brushup of 
standin bit, 
Bracken in “Duffy’s Tavern,” socks 
over for good results. 


Fay Carroll, sumptuous foil of the 
lads, clicks with vocals of “Prisoner 
of Love,” “Coffee Song,” and “South 
America, Take It Away.” Cute, 
blond tapstress Betty Jane Smith 
works hard for top applause with 


| her fast tap-spins and interpretation 
,of “Dark Eyes” done in triple tempo. 


Lucienne and Ashour are still one 
of the best apache acts in the biz. 
Ladd Lyon is socko as ever in his 
slick balancing act. Stooges working 
with him get good reception and 
laughs, as scared yokels. 

Line for show is really a novelty 
here, Girls are young, attractive. and 
They open with a circus 
number in which the ponies tumble, 
backflip and somersault. Following 
numbers are several Latin routines 
and a feather-flash number Ray 
Lang orch backs show well. keeping 
Biz good 

Loop 





State, N. Y. 


Maxie Rosenbloom & Max Baer, | 


Doroihy Claire, Frankie Conville 
with Sunny Dale, Hal Hunter. Cap- 


pella & Patricia, Monroe & Grant: | 


“Mr. District Attorney” (Col) re- 
viewed in VARIETY, Dec. 25, 46. 


Appearance of Slapsie 


Maxie | 


| New Act 


' 


last done by Eddie | 


DORIS BDAY 4 
| Songs 
| 12 Mins. 
| Little Club, N, Y¥. 
| Doris Day, west coast alumna of 
Les Brown's band, debuts solo in New 
|York coincidentally with former 
; emcee Billy Reed debuting his new 
| Little Club on East 55th street, N. Y. 
| (ex-Radio Franks’ Arabian Knights). 
| The Arab influence is still with the 
| Little Club via a tastefully decored 
| interior, and Miss Day is a blonde 
| songstress to match. Her chirps are 
in equally good taste. To continue 
(and wrap up any further other ex- 
isting parallelisms), just as Sherman 
Billingsley bankrolled the Franks so 
does another “successful bistro boss, 
Monte Proser, now officiate as finan- 
cial sponsor and mentol for Reed. 
The Little Club thus becomes 
more than a casually new spot. For 
one thing it has all the earmarks 
of becoming a potential hangout be- 
j}cause of the generally congenial 
| auspices and the attractive environ- 
ment. It’s one of those long rooms, 
with enough bar space up front for 
the dropper-inners, and the main in- 
| terior possesses a tiny dance floor 
which gives this “continental” room 
| something the Blue Angel or Le 
| Ruben Bleu don't enjoy—an oppor- 
| tunity for dansapation. Whether that 
| can prove an asset is a question, 


| Rosenbloom and Max Baer. the for- | because the atmosphere is such that 


The | mer heavyweight pugs, provides the | Reed can dispense with that tired 


| State theatre with a pair of marquee jrhumba quartet and just permit Cass 


| 
j 


| 


} 
| 


| 








| 





} 
! 


lures as well as a few boff moments. 


varied niteries and vauders with a 
non-literate act that’s a treat for 
sophisticates as well as the orthodox 
State patrons. 

There’s the added novelty of their 
appearance throughout their turn in 
a vertical position—which should be 
a Ripley for strays usually attending 
the nearby Madison Square Garden. 
But it’s their punchy humor that 
makes their current appearance here 


memorable. They get healthy re- 
a to highlight a well-rounded 
ill. 


For added humor, Frankie Con- 
ville, assisted by Sunny Dale pro- 
vides another strong-spot in the par- 
lay. Conville has added some funny 
bits to his routine which includes 
his Charlie Chaplin takeoff for top 
results. Assistance of Miss Dale fre- 
quently slows up the act, but lesser 
moments are overcome by the Con- 
ville clowning. 

Other portions of the layout has its 
moments with Monroe and Grant 
giving the house a good warmup 
with their trampoline work and Hal 
Hunter continuing the fast start with 
his odd-drumming. Latter works in 
a vein similar to his father, Jack 
Powell, except that the younger 
edition eschews blackface. He gets 
over nicely. 

Dorothy Claire in the singing spot 
superimposes jjve overtones on 
otherwise staid ballads without too 
much success. She’s okay vocally 
but an overdose of personality gim- 
micks makes her appear too cloying. 

Cappella and Patricia in the clos- 
ing spot have a hard time getting by 
inasmuch as the show is over for 
many when previous act, Baer and 
Rosenbloom, take their bows. Their 
ballroom terps are pretty tepid and 
with the exception of a few lifts and 
spins, show nothing exciting. Jose. 


Philadelphia, March 1. 

Lionel Hampton Orch with Minnie 
Brown, Red & Curley, Sammy Jen- 
nings, The Chocolateers; “The Thir- 
teenth Hour” (Col). 

The roof is quivering and the cash 
register is clicking at the Earle this 
week as Lione] Hampton holds forth 
with his crew and all-sepia show. 

Biz was excellent when caught 
Saturday (1) despite sleety weather. 
Inside the house, however, things 
were sizzling, especially during 
Hampton's windup number of “Fly- 
ing Home.” 

With the band giving out some of 
the best jam heard in these parts in 
some time, Hampton brought the 
audience to its feet by marching 
members of the band single file down 
the aisle. 

As the audience stomped and 
shouted, when Hampton returned to 
the stage. two girls got right up 
there with them—and a bit of in- 
formal jitter-bugging went on to the 
jovous delight of the customers. 

The Hampton contingent keeps 
moving all the time, breaking away 
to a fast start with noisy rendition 
of “Air Mail Special.” 

His vocalist, Winnie Brown. a 
buxom eyeful. pleases with “Who 
Am I to Say?” and a slick version 
of “Open the Door, Richard,” backed 
bv several singing bandsters. 

Sammy Jennings. youthful singer. 
does neatly with “I Close My- Eyes” 
and “September Song.” 

As for the acts with the Hampton 
show, vaude fans could ask for no 
more than Red and Curley, comedy 
tap artists, and the Chocolateers, a 


| zanv trio of comic dancers. 


Maestro is right at home on the 
vibraharp with “Vib Boogie-Woogie” 
and “How High Is the Moon?”. both 
of which contained snatches of other 
pov songs, worked into the pattern 
in Hampton's solid style. 

It’s a good show from start to fin- 
ish and ought to chalk up a real 
clicko at the b.o Shal. 


| Harrison’s crack trio to dispense 


Lane and the| This duo has been playing around | €20ugh entr’acte music to plug the 


waits. But that would mean further 
| talent augmentation. 

However, there’s nothing wrong 
| with this porsy that personal fol- 
| lowing and Miss Day don’t supply. 
| Not to mention a bid for dinner 
| trade which is another departure 
| from the other style bistros which 
feature three or four specialties, as 
Tony Mele and/or Herbert Jacoby- 
Max Gordon do at the Ruban Bleu 
or Blue Angel, respec. As for Miss 
Day, she is a charming young song- 
stress, better than average looker, 
who does pops like “Buttermilk 
Sky,” “Glocca Morra” “Only Have 
Eyes for You,” “Best Man,” “Let It 
Snow” and “Pete.” This accounted 
for a more than usual turnout of 
the music pub bunch, to the degree 
you'd think one of those big bands 
(with a wire yet) was opening. Miss 
Day does justice by her pop chores 
although she'll need a little more 
zing and change of pace to give her 
the special distinction that really 
counts for above-par values. Right 
now she’s a shade too “sweet.” On 
the other hand, she’s more than the 
adequate ex-band singer. She's a 
fetching personality and will more 
than hold her own in class or mass 
| niteries, Abel. 


| 
‘Fun’ Unit Award Of 


$750 Vs. Romany, D.C., 
Upheld at Rehearing 


| Previous award of $750 to mem- 
| bers of Leo Fuld’s “Fun For Your 
Money” unit, due on unfinished 
playing time, against Romany Room, 
| Washington, D. C., was upheld after 
a rehearing at American Guild of 
Variety Artists. 

Original award was made after a 
j}hearing several weeks ago when 
'Fuld and members claimed they had 
| been cancelled out of nitery in mid- 
| week when Paul Young, operator of 
the nitery, decided to change open- 
|ing date of his shows from Monday 
| to Friday. Young countering claimed 
he had booked act in for couple of 
weeks and at conclusion of engage- 
ment had asked Fuld if he wished toe 
remain over four additional days 
unti] new show came in and said the 
latter okayed that arrangement. Fuld 
denied such was the case. 

AGVA board ruled that since the 
week, overlapped into another 











week, performers were entitled to 
full pay. Young abided and paid off. 


Akron Nitery Gutted 
In $60,000 Fire 


Akron, Q., March 4. 

Fire of undetermined origin last 
| Friday (27) destroyed Angelo’s Sup- 
per Club on the second floor of a 
three-story building in downtown 
| atatetet, causing damage to the 
| building of $10,000 and damage to 
| the nitery of $50,000. 

| Fire started at the side of the 
| bandstand, and was believed caused 
by defective wiring. Club was 
operated by Angelo and Ralph 
Cappelli. 


Lena Horne’s Vauders 


| Lena Horne, who had to_ turn 
‘down nitery bids at $7,500 ‘Because 
|of Metro’s nix on her playing cafe 
| dates, will make a vaude tour in- 
| stead. 

| She has signed for a March 9 date 
at the T&D theatre, Oakland, Calif, 
with other dates to follow. 
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Playwrights Did It and They're Not 
Glad; Wanted to Love Everybody ss‘nisies tz 


Results of a three-week poll at the + 


SEE N.Y. BENEFIT FOR 
ANTA TOPPING 606 


Rally for benefit of the American 


be held at Madison Square Garden, 
N. Y., has been set for midnight of 





Alvin and the Adelphi, which re- 
spectively house “Joan of Lorraine” 
and “Street Scene,” were somewhat 


reluctantly released late last week. 
As indicated, the press department 
ef the Playwrights Co., which pro- 
duced “Joan” and “Scene,” the lat- 
er in association with Dwight Deere | 
Wimen, was sorry the thing was) 
started because of the chances of 
antagonizing the dailies.and their 
eritics. 





Questionnaires sought to find out 


playgoers’ favorite reviewers and 
publications, and what impelled 
them to attend -the shows. Because 


of that, only part of the data was 
given out. As Bill Fields, the Play- 
wrights publicity man, put it: “Cau- 
tion is urged . . . only two of the 
80-odd shows on Broadway were 
polled ... no assumption of a purely 
scientific cross-section can be made.” 


On the basis of 10% out of 50,000 | 
questionnaires filled out by patrons, | 
fhe question as to which factor, | 
newspaper or magazine advertising, | 
recommendations from friends or 
reviews by critics—impelled them to | 
purchase tickets, the results were | 
@isappointing. Conceded that such | 
data was not valid, because the an- | 
swers indicated that, not one, but | 
all three factors counted. Also} 
stated that those who answered the | 
questions confused paid advertising | 
with free publicity, and they were | 
reluctant to admit that advertising | 
influenced their selection of plays. | 


Only one-third stated their at- 
tendance was inspired by the no- 
tices of any one critic-or critics, | 
although it was revealed that the | 
reviews of Brooks Atkinson of the | 
Times were thought to be more in- 
fluential than those of any other | 
critic. Understood that he “won” | 
by a margin of two-and-one-halt | 
to one. Reported, too, that the run- 
ners-up were very closely bunched. 
Both managements decided to skip 
‘mentioning any of the other “con- 
testants.” 


Lower-floor patrons, who an- 
swered, stated they attend legit 
shows slightly more than twice 
monthly, while those upstairs indi- 
cated they attended less than twice 
every four weeks. Orchestra-floor 
customers indicated they saw mo- 


tion pictures three and one half, 


times per month on an average, 
with those upstairs not seeing films 
quite as often. Rather inconclusive 
results also attended other questions, 
including the percentage of playgo- 
ers from out of town and those liv- 
ing in the greater city. As for 
starting times, 50% of the answers 
favored 8:30 p.m., but promptly at 
that time. Around 25% favored 
8:45. while the count on an 8 o'clock 
curtain was among the also-rans. 


N. Y. Date Still Unsettled 
On Todd’s French Balle 


New York booking for the Ballet 
des Champs Elysees is still unsettled, 
although Mike Todd plans to open 
in N. Y. with French dance troupe 
March 23 and is looking for a house. 
Troupe was to open in Boston, March 
10 and in Philadelphia, March 17 
but both bookings have been can- 
celled in belief that Lenten trade 
would be scanty. 





Company is still in Lisbon, await- | 


ing advices to fly to the U. S. Roger 
Eude, owner of the troupe, is due 
in N. Y. tomorrow (Thurs.) or Fri- 
day on the Queen Elizabeth. when 
final plans for troupe’s coming will 
be set. Todd now plans a three or 
four-week N. Y. season, company 
then embarking for South American 
engagements. Todd signed agree- 
ment guaranteeing troupe $10,000 a 
week, Eude paying troupe’s expenses 
out of that sum. This includes about 
$3,000 weekly in salaries, as well as 
another $3,000 weekly in agents’ fees 
to be divided between Arthur Lesser 
and Jack Hylton, who arranged the 
deal with Todd. 


x Troupe is a private company bui 


the .French government subsidized 
ine U, S- rin to extent of advancing 
$32,000 to pay for transportation here 


‘and back. Company. new here, will 


have to join American Guild of 


Musical Artists, and latter. will want | jointly by the Jewish Labor Com-|“Queen High” and 


the usual two-week salary guarantee 
bond from Todd. 


126; “Martha,” July 


| several years. 


| 25-March 2), its fourth presentation, | bitious, equipped, eager, young (and 


May 15, date being set forward 
rather than a week later. The event 
is expected to result in the most 
material financial support from any 


Memphis Al Frescoes 
Allocated $150,000 single source since the organization’s 
inception. Figuring receipts from 


For Theatre Hypo tickets and advertising in a pro- 


e posed souvenir program, it’s esti- 

ee Memphis, March 4. | mated the Garden takings will top 
Memphis Open Air Theatre an- $60,000 for ANTA, designed to aid 
nounced its complete schedule of worthy professional attractions on 


summer ewe for the 10th eed Broadway and community theatres 
versary ubilee season simultane- | ,-ound the country. 


ously with appropriation by Mem- : : oa 
phis Park Commission the past week ANTA’s country-wide campaign | 
of $150,000 for improvements in the for memberships, which are to be 
Dunbar Bowl at Overton Park, site| its principal source of revenue, is | 
of the musicals. getting favorable responses. Four 

‘ 3 pa classes of memberships are solicited, | 
Calendar for eight-week season | annual dues including two classes | 
starting late in June is as follows: | of $100 each (one to have voting 
Desert Song,” June 30-July 5; | privileges), ordinary members to 


“Sari,” July 7-12; “Robin Hood,” )~. : 3 ; 
July 14-19: “Hit the Deck,” July 2i- ~ $10 and life members donating 


28-Aug. 2; | 
“Naughty Marietta,’ Aug. 4-9; “Vag- | 
abond King,” Aug. 11-16; “New 
Moon,” Aug. 18-23. 

MOAT bosses have been pestering 
city father for improvements in the 
Overton Park outdoor theatre for 











Producer Deplores 
Stalemate for New 


Legit Theatre Talent 


Joseph Cortese, MOAT general New York. 


manager, is expected to_return this Raiter, Vanurre: 
week from New York, where he has ' é 
been lining up casts, etc., for the! Just before the now defunct Fed- | 
coming summer. It is understood | eral Theatre Project was launched, 
here that he will try to rush some | suggested a national “wheel” idea 


f impr in ti : 
oe oe vlan | which you were good enough to pub- 


|lish, A newly discovered situation 
f |has brought the idea back to mind. 

‘ ? 
ANGEL STREET SUCCESS | Recently, I have derived a con- 
CLINCHES MEX SEASON siderable amount of real pleasure by 
° visting several “off Broadway” per- 
Mexico City, March 1. formances. I have been amazed by 
American Theatre’s ll-week stock/|the terrible waste of talent. What 
season of plays in English for the!I mean is that this unforgivable 
first time in Mexico at the Teatro| waste of ability is due to the fact 


Iris here got breaks peculiar to|that often these performances are 
show biz with “Angel Street” (Feb.| “dead ends.” They lead the am- 














that clinched its success the more. |older) people exactly nowhere. 


After scoring an ovation in her Here is i exceptional opportunsty | 
opener (25) Margo was stricken so |to enrich our national theatre but | 


|hard with laryngitis that the next | in our theatrical and governmental | 


performance had to be cancelled | nearsightedness, we allow it to go to | 
and Tamara Geva agreed to take | W4Ste and what ‘s more important, | 
the lead role for the very next | We actually deprive millions across | 
‘performance, Feb. 26, playing op-| the continent of excellent, inspiring, 
| posite John Emery, her husband, | ©ducational dramatic fare. 
Miss Geva had but é@ight hours’; Few of our theatregoers and work- 
| notice, fers in the theatre realize the fine| 
She more than filled the gap,|/Work being done by the many 
though, as a before-curtain manage- | Equity-Library groups, the Dramatic 
ment announcement warned, she had| Workshop of the New: School, the 
to read her lines for the first two| Spur theatre group, the YMHA, the 
lacts. She had the house almost | Blackfriars, the American Negro 


cheering with her final act. Audience | theatre, the Veterans group—to name 
demonstrated that it was glad that few. I have noted outstanding 
‘it had preferred to stay instead of | Players in these groups have talked 
accepting the management's invita- | With many and now have theoretic- 
tion to take a rain-check for Margo, ally an excellent “miniature Moscow 
who resumed the following night. #96 p pemae ye a el last —. 

Integral contribution to the click s satin a oe, 


inside Stufl—Legit 

Arthur Hopkins, in the Sunday (2) New York Times magazine found 
“many things awry” but he could still “gaze hopefully into the future” ot 
the theatre. Some years ago the showman wrote of theatricals, too but 
not in a hopeful vein. He explained he “may have been in a pessimistic 
mood.” Referring to himself biblically as Jeremiah, Hopkins concedes 
that....“for centuries he has been crying: Woe, woe, the theatre and 
all its people are to be swallowed up.” Contemplating the plans whereby 
a dozen or more Broadway legit houses will be razed, he, however, thinks 
that... .“of course new theatres will be built and undoubtedly they win 
be better than those that are to be removed. Perhaps heavily involved 
interests who realize the importance of theatres to New York and its 
continued pre-eminence are already contemplating turning Sixth avenue 
(he spurns saying Avenue of the Americas, the name fastened onto the 
thoroughfare by ex-mayor La Guardia) into the Broadway of tomorrow.” 

Hopkins says that revivals suggest the need of permanent repertory 
companies but he’s aware of the difficulty in establishing them. “The 
main hope for a vigorous theatre in America lies in the establishment of 
community (stock) theatres throughout the country,” says Hopkins. “When 
there are 50 permanent professional groups presenting long-range pro- 
grams of adult plays, the theatre in America will come of age... but 
Manhattan presents a special difficulty to repertory since there is prob- 
ably less community feeling and adherence than there is to be found in 
any American city....however....The theatre today, as always, looks to 
the future. Jeremiah will find little company at the wailing wall.” 





American Theatre Wing's long-prepared plan for recreational activities 
in all neuro-psychiatric hospitals have been okayed by the Veterans Ad- 
ministration, Four units or teams of three professionals each having had 
a maximum of hospital experience started special training Monday (3) 
under the direction of Esther Hawley. Each team will train for 10 days, 
while staying in four veterans hospitals with psychiatric departments, in- 
stitutions selected being at Northport, L. I.; Lyons, N. J.; Perry Point, Md., 
and Northhampton, Mass. They will go over the ground with officers of 
Army Special Services and pyschiatrists, and then will visit 35 hospitals 
from coast to coast. Each team will spend five days at each stop to in- 


struct local volunteers in the types of programs to be given. 


The programs will include all types of diversion suitable to patients, 
and in some hospitals there will be tabloid versions of wellknown stage 
plays. Wing has experimented on the type of plays deemed advisable; 
166 performances were given in vet hospitals in the metropolitan area. 
Similar demonstration teams were previously sent to the New England 
area with the cooperation of the Red Cross, and for the present activities 
the National Theatre Conference, National Educational Theatre Assn., 
university and school drama departments are slated to participate, plus 
local theatre managements and radio station staffs. 





Playwrights of hits can take time off and collect or go on to other 
writing, but that doesn’t go for “State of the Union,’ which has been 
revised so often that Howard Lindsay and his sidekick Buck Crouse may 
be said to really earn their royalties. Recently three pages of changes 
went into the play to keep it abreast of the times. When “Union” opened 
a year ago reconversion was the theme. Some months later the emphasis 
was upon inflation, and now the leading characters touch upon the tarift 
and reduced taxes. The actors come to the theatre an hour ahead of time 
as a rule, because L. & C. may have sent em notes about more switching 
of lines. There also have been changes in the script of “Born Yesterday,” 
also a topical clicker, but not nearly as many as “Union.” 

The two road companies of “Union” will play the Hudson, N. Y., for two 
weeks each so that the number one cast may have a month’s vacation. 
Cast headed by Conrad Nagel, Irene Hervey and Henry O'Neill, which 
originated on the Coast, replaces on May 19. A fortnight later the tourer 
topped by Neil Hamilton, Erin O’Brien Moore and James Rennie take over. 


Couple of critics were lured to a little downtown theatre called the 
Henry Street Playhouse on Grand street, N. Y., last Wednesday (26) to 
see a postwar drama called “Winners and Losers.” It failed to rate. It 
was claimed to be a professional presentation but Equity knew nothing 
about the show, nor the Associated Playwrights, Inc., which presented 
“Winners.” No protective salary bond had been posted, and as the actors 
failed to report the play in rehearsal, Equity decided that as the ghost 
failed to walk, it was the players’ own fault. Equity was inclined to skip 
the incident as the show was distant from Broadway. 

Understood that Associated was a group of young authors who attended 
a so-called seminar sponsored by the Theatre Guild. Latter said it 
encouraged such classes last season but that the seminar was discontinued 
and the Grand street group had no connection with the Guild. “Winners” 


was written by Nicholas Biel and staged by Edward R. Mitchell, who 
designed the scenery. 
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nee See: ‘will again direct the books. 
| Six productions are set for the 
Herman Yablokoff, American-|ccming season and six performances 
| Yiddish actor-producer» to make/of each will be given. The shows | 


five-month tour of Displaced Per-| will be “Naughty Marietta,” “Sunny,” 

son Camps in Europe, sponsored|“Rio Rita,” “Vagabond King,” 

“Rose Marie.” 

the Hebrew Actors | Dance and musical directors will be 
| engaged at a later date. 
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Union. 


|query, “Since there are no more, 
| (winter) stock companies, from what | 


eternal credit to them and profit to’ 





| Commenting on Maxwell Anderson’s recent scathing attack on critics 
in the N. Y. Times, Chicago Herald-American’s dean of the aisle-sitters, 
| Ashton Stevens, pointed out Thursday (27) that the nation’s toughest drama 
daggerers and actor assassins are Anderson's fellow playwrights, his pro- 
_ducer’s fellow producers, and practically the complete membership of 
Actors’ Equity. “When these humble servants of the theatre take down 
their hair, put by their humbleness, and unsheath their knives,” Stevens 
wrote, “I feel like a Mr. Pollyanna at a convention of electrocutioners. . . . 
It grieves me to admit that the most scornful criticisms of plays that I 
have ever heard spoken over the midnight highball have been uttered by 
; some of the most distinguished members of the Dramatists’ Guild.” 


s 





|__Emphatically opposed opinions of critics covering the Experimental 
Theatre plays, as well as for regularly presented productions, were clearly 
| demonstrated by the notices given “O’Daniel,” second ET offering, which 
was played last week. 

Brooks Atkinson, in the New York Times, devoted considerable space to 
_the drama and thought it indicated authorship promise. Ward Morehouse, 
in the Sun, panned “O’Daniel” without reservation and thought it un- 
worthy of staging. Sun critic concluded by saying that as ET had invited 
the press to see the plays, at $15 each (for five plays scheduled), “they 
presumably want candid reports. This is one of them.” The next ET 


a will be “As We Forgive Our Debtors,” at the Princess Sun- 
ay (9). 





| Mrs. George Clark, who booked and managed the Shrine auditorium, 
Des Moines, for 20 years, has resigned. Building, was absorbed by the 

| Cowles publishing and radio interests. Evidently differences between Mrs. 
Clark and the publication group led to her withdrawal. Understood that 
she accepted one year’s salary in settlement, relinquishing her United 
Booking Office franchise for legit for the aud. now called the KRNT Radio 
theatre. Cowles family, which operates radio stations in Des Moines and 
in Washington, publishes the magazine Look and the daily Des Moines 
Register-Tribune, Minneapolis Star and Minneapolis Tribune. 

| 





Samuel French publication office reports revived interest in the play 
version of “Alice In Wonderland,” which the American Repertory Theatre 
will present as its sixth and last production this season. The adaptation 
was made by Eva Le Gallienne and Florida Friebus. 





Sardi’s celebrates 20th anni at its current 44th street location this week. 
Restaurant, however, has been on the block since 1921, when Vincent 
Sardi, Sr., opened where St. James theatre now is. Staff still has two 
waiters who were with Sardi when he first opened, while Renee Carroll, 
the hatcheck girl, is only other one who has been with the establishment 
ithe 20 years, 
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6 Stagehands Exceed 26 Actor Wages 
In Red Ink of Experimental Theatre 


Financial statement on the first + 


Experimental Theatre attraction at 
the little Princess, N. Y., operated 
currently by the American National 
Theatre and Academy, revealed some 
surprising results. 

Despite efforts at economical oper- | 
ation, the initial drama, “The Wan- | 
hope Building,” lost nearly $2,000, 
although some equipment was loaned 
by managers. The red is payable by 
Theatre, Inc., which sponsored 
play. Similar figure is estimated as 
applying to “O’Daniel,” second ET | 
show, presented by the Theatre | 
Guild last week. It had been ex- 
pected that each attraction’s share 
of the coin raised by subscriptions | 
would cover presentation expenses. 
Rent, administrative and clerical 
costs are contributed by ANTA. 

Though the union made conces- 
sions, the largest outlay was to six 
stagehands, who were paid $1,620, 
which topped the salaries of 26 ac- 
tors, amounting to $1,560. Deck- 
hands union had agreed that only 
the. desired number of men were 
required backstage, whether it be 
one or more. The “Wanhope” crew 
was used for two weeks at scale pay, 





the | 


Aherne Back in ‘Street’ 


Hollywood, March 4. 
Brian Aherne, under contract to 
p'ay opposite Katharine Cornell in 


a stage revival of “The Barretts of | 


Wimpole Street,” leaves here March 
10 to start rehearsals. 
Play opens April 14 in St. Paul for 


a tour of the midwest and the Coast, 
winding up in Los Angeles June 7 
to permit Aherne to fulfill a film | 


| commitment, 








“Super-Ballet 
Merger Mapped 
In Hurok Test, 


Sol Hurok is planning a 
ballet” company for 
one of the surprise 
dance world. Ballet 


“super- 
next season in 


kingpin, who 


| has been booking the Original mates | 


while the actors received minimum | 


($60) and rehearsed four weeks, sans 
rehearsal pay. 

There were 1,230 subscriptions sold | 
at $15 each for a total of $18,450 for 
the five scheduled plays, and one- 
fifth, or $3,690, was pro-rated to the 
attraction. General expenses, includ- 
ing house operation, amounted to 
$3,413, show’s share of those outlays 


being $682, but there may be an ad- | 


ditional bill to the sponsoring outfits 
(others being Jose Ferrer, Play- 


Russe this season, plans to combine | 
that group with the Nouveau Ballet 
de Monte Carlo, in France, and with 
ithe Ballet International, which had 
|a brief season in N. Y. two years | 
ago. Plans are to take the best 


| dancers and repertories from the 
; three groups for the new unit, add 


some new ballets and set up group 
under name of New Monte Carlo 
allet. 
Move is considered daring, in view 
of multiplicity of ballet groups this 


wrights Co. and American Repertory | S€4son and general feeling that max- 


Theatre), as it’s figured the general | 


expenses will be tripled by the time | reached. 


the fifth and last show is given. 

Total expenses were $5,629, includ 
ing salaries of $3,826, which went to 
actors, stagehands and combination 
house-company managers-press 
agent $300 (after two weeks), organ- 
ist $195, plus several employees who 
got small amounts. Scenery was a 
minor outlay, costing $365, but the 
designer got $164. Trucking cost was 
$146, bill for props and supplies be- 
ing $168; $200 went for sound and 
projection equipment. 

The costs entailed are not com- 
parable to regular production, yet 
the red was not expected, as ET isa 
non-profit venture designed as a 
showcase for authors and actors. It’s 
questionable where experimental 
shows will be given next season, if 
ET will then be active. Princess 
property, owned by Emil Friedland- 
er, has been leased for pictures as of 
May 1. Only the 299-seat lower 
floor is used by ET, but there is a 
small balcony which will be used 
when films are shown. 

There was some mixup over the 
renting of the house. Lease was 
obtained by John Golden and turned 
over to ANTA, with the stipulation 
that 10% of the time was to be avail- 
able for Equity Library shows, of 
which Golden is the patron saint. 
Indicated that ET will remain in| 
public library auditoriums. 





CONDITIONS ‘NOT RIGHT,” 


DELAY LONDON ‘HARVEY’ 


“Harvey” will not be produced in 
London this season, it has been de- 


cided by Brock Pemberton, its pro- | 


ducer, who returned from Florida 


Jast week, and Mary Coyle Chase, | 
Mrs. | 


the author, who is abroad. 
Chase, who went to London several 
months ago to see her hit staged 
there, changed her mind about 
“Harvey” going on in London feel- 
ing conditions are not so favorable 
right now. She was last reported in 
Ireland but expects to sail back next 
week with her three young sons and 
husband, Robert Chase, editor of the 
Rocky Mountain News of Denver. 
Reported that Pemberton set 1951 
as the tentative release date for a 
picturized “Harvey” but the man- 
ager stated that to be incorrect, as 
there is no film deal in the immedi- 
ate offing. Bing Crosby is again said 
to be hot for the “Harvey” rights. 
Stage play is still flo@sishing on 


Broadway and is expected to last | 


into next season. 





‘Cathay’ for Charlotte 


Charlotte, March 4. 
The Charlotte Woman's club will 


}imum ballet audiences had been 
Hurok, however, claims 
that the Original Ballet Russe this 


season, even though it followed two 


other ballet companies on the road, | 


| did the biggest business any troupe 
has done for him in previous years. 
In San Francisco, recently, for in- 
stance, troupe did estimated $43,000 
in eight performances at $2.50 top; 
in Los Angeles, $62,000 in 12 show- 
ings at a $3 top. 

Hurok expects to send the Origi- 
nal Ballet Russe nucleus to Europe 
this summer, to rehearse with the 
Monte Carlo group for the new fall 
season. Col. Vassily de Basil, di- 
rector of the Original Ballet Russe, 
and Marquis George de Cuevas, “an- 
gel” and director of the defunct Bal- 
let International, are already in Eu- 
rope making arrangements. Hurok 
will follow in June. De Cuevas will 
be artistic director of the new or- 
ganization. 

New group will have a guaran- 
teed season at the Monte Carlo 
Opera House under the patronage of 
the Prince of Monaco. It will open 
at the Metropolitan Opera House, 
N. Y., Sept. 28, for a month, then 
tour, 

Hurok expects the biggest season 
ever in ballet next year. He admits 
that there is less money for enter- | 
|tainment than in war years, and that | 
the public will shop more carefully | 
| for entertainment, but he feels that 
good artists and attractions will con- 
} tinue to draw. Where he sponsored 
four dance groups this season — 
Original 
Dolin unit, Martha Graham Co. and 
Trudi Schoop Ballet—he will have 
| five next year, 
‘Carlo Ballet, Graham troupe, Schoop 
company, Markova-Dolin unit, 
a Gollner-Petroff unit. 
| present as a separate attraction a 





from Paris, whom he has just signed. 

The Markova-Dolin unit will con- 
sist of 10 dancers, with Alicia Mar- 
kova and Anton Dolin as stars, the 
unit combining with the New Monte 


out as a unit to several places which 


the larger troup can’t reach. The 
Gollner-Petroff unit, consisting of 
|Nana Gollner, her husband, Paul 


cers. will be used largely for small 


cuit, ete. 


SEEKS ALBANY REP THEATRE 
Albany, March 4. 
Reviving the plan for reconver- 
sion of the old Capitol theatre into 
la smaller, modern house for reper- | 
tory. Malcolm Atterbury has filed | 
specifications with the 
Building Department. 
The CPA in Washington disap- | 








present the Chinese Cultural Theatre | Prov ed Atterbury’s application for a 


group in “An Evening in Cathay” at | perm’ 


the Armory-Auditorium March 19. 


iast year, after the regicn% 


CPA had okayed it. 


mergers of the | 


Ballet Russe, a Markova- | 
in the New Monte, 


and | 
He will also | 


new solo Spanish dancer, Mariamme, | 


Carlo Ballet in some cities and going 


Petroff, and two or three more dan- | 


bookings, for the Civic Concerts cir- | 


Municipal | 


‘Jack? ‘Alice’ Fi = 
ART’s ’46-'47 Sked; 
Tour Coin a Problem 


| American Repertory Theatre 
| opened “Yellow Jack” 
_ week and started preparation 
oO 
| next month. Latter will finale ART’s 
, schedule. No further financial aid 
| this season will ,o0 to ART from the 
National Theatre and 
Academy, so ART is on its own for 
| both attractions. Donations to ANTA 
| from Equity, American Theatre 
Wing. actors and others were 
mitted to the rep outfit, which is ex- 
pected to coast through the balance 
of its first season, since operating ex- 
penses have been materially sliced 
ART Slated to play the road 
next season but how the tour is to 
be financed, unless the revivals are 
| well patronized out of town, is spec- 
| ulative. It’s figured that a fresh 
| bankroll will be required before the 
| rep attraction leaves town in the 
| fall, with interest aroused on behalf 
| of ART expected to lighten that 
problem. Whether ART can con- 
tinue to operate in 1947-48 without 
| reorganization is not clear. It’s a 
reece ~ setup, having 293 stock- 
| holders who invested some $300,000. 
If the company is liquidated, the in- 
vestments, mostly in units of $500, 
could be regarded as donations. 


Wolfit Far $ Far Short 
Of 186 Stop Limit 
With British Rep 


At $480 top Donald Wolfit’s | 
Shakespearean troupe just won't do 
for Broadway. British outfit exits 
the Century Saturday (8) because 
of failure to draw enough custom- 
ers. Only three weeks were booked 
but had the visitors been able to 
operate out of the red, the rep would 
have been continued. 

Wolfit was aware of the limita- 
tions of his company both as to act- 
ing ability and produetion, but when 


| American 


is 











coming to Broadway. When Hall 
Shelton guaranteed him against loss, 
the Englishman agreed to appear 
in New York. 

Strange angle to the Wolfit date 
| was Claimed advance sale of $40,000, 
| which mostly came through mail 
|orders. Gross for the first two weeks 
did not top $14,500 whereas $18,000 | 
weekly was needed for an even 
break. Stop limit was $20,000. The 
Shuberts figured the attraction a 
dud and booked “The Chocolate | 
Soldier” into the Century to follow 
Wolfit next week. Shelton planned 
bringing back the rep troupe for an 
American tour next season but 
| that’s unlikely now. 

There was no lack of press atten- 
tion so far as coverage was con- 
'cerned but the fact that there were 
}no new shows to attract the atten- 
'tion of the first-string critics may 
have been a bad break for Wolfit. 
| Opening with “King Lear” proved 
| to have been a mistake, the per- 





|formance being mostly disliked. 
The attraction’s sponsors figured 
that if “Volpone” had been the 


initial play, the engagement might 
have panned out successfully. There 
was a difference of opinion among 
the reviewers, all of whom covered 
ithe five plays, “Hamlet,” “As You 
| Like It” and “Merchant of Venice” 
being the others. “Volpone” 
|Ben Jonson) drew a better press 
than accorded the Bard. 


COAST PAIR ACQUIRES 
‘MAMA’ ROAD RIGHTS 


Russell Lewis and Howard Young 
have acquired the road rights to “I 
Remember Mama,” withdrawn this 
winter by Rodgers & Hammerstein 
lafter a rather disappointing Chicago 
engagement. “Mama” was a Broad- 
| way hit but only played three stands 
out of town, it being claimed that 
the show was too costly to operate 
|at moderate grosses. 

Young Coast managers have 
bought the original production, how- 
ever, and will present the drama on 
| the Coast, first stand being Santa 
Barbara. 
Homolka 
‘another actress will be used for the 
femme 

| Christians, who started rehearsals 
this week in “Message For Mar- 
| garet.” aimed for Broadway in early 


ing. 





in New York | 


“Alice In Wonderland,” due early | 


re-" 


he invaded Canada he had no idea of | 


(by | 


It's planned to have Qscar | 
in his original part but | 


lead originated by Mady | 


Equity May Be Forced to Carry Ball 


Alone in Drive to Eradicate Negro 


Segregation at D.C.’s Nat'l Theatre 





+ 
— 


‘Norway’ Opens L.A. Civic 


Los Angeles, March 4. 

Los Angeles Civic Light Opera 
Assn. will open its 10th season April 
! with “The Song of Norway.” re 
turning to its birthplace, the Phil- 
harmonic Auditorium 

Among members of the original 
cast coming back to town with “‘Nor- 
way” are Irra Petine, Walter Brooks, 
Sig Arno, Robert Shafer and Walter 


King 


gsford 


2 Math 


mees Addeth 





As ‘Tceman’ Goeth 


~ For Tour on Road 


When “The Iceman Cometh” 
to the road, which it will afte: 
other week on Broadway, 
O'Neill will 


eight times weekly, 


drama 


on 45 minutes, 


7:30 p.m. The _ two-scene 
which is slid into place, will be 
{changed into two separate scenes, 


| which will add another 15 minutes 
| between the first and final curtain. 
“Ieeman” players voted on whether 
to play one of two matinees, with 
the latter arrangement decided upon 
with the stipulation that they get 
two-eighths of a week's salary more 
|than their contractual pay, to which | 
the Theatre Guild agreed. Just be- 


fore the play was placed in rehearsal 
by the Guild, it was proposed to play 


fore O'Neill refused to condense the 
script. Because the two afternoon 
| performances were automatically 
| eliminated it was deemed necessary 
| to establish a boxoffice top of $5.40, 
a net to the house and show of $4.50. 
| The insertion of the afternoon per- 
formances may or may not be ac- 
| ceptable out of town. Matinees will 
| begin at 2 with the ringdown at 6. 
Night performances will start at 7, 
which would probably mean that the 
actors will remain in the theatre 
and have dinner brought in. If 
“Iceman” is regarded as an endur- 
ance test for audiences it will be 
| tougher on the actors, most of whom 
| are required to be on the stage con- 
imgred during performances. Ex- 
cept for the dinner interval, of an 





goeth 
an- 
the Eugene 

be performed 
two matinees to 
be added. At the Beck theatre, N.Y., 
the schedule has been six perform- 
ances per week because of the ab- 
normal running time of three hours 


curtain going up at |° 
li 
setting, | 


pressions 


When Equity nudged into the re- 
cent segregation situation revolving 


around the National theatre, Wash- 
| ington, it was commonly asked along 


| Broadway whether or not the move 
was within the aims and purposes 
of an actors’ union. At the start 
Equity leaders averred it would not 
“stick its neck out,” expecting that 
other theatre groups would join in a 
campaign to lift the ban against 
Negroes. Indications now are that 
Equity may carry the torch alone, 
if some of its councillors have their 
way. 


Proposal that actors should not be 
allowed to appear at the National 
unless segregation ceases has been 
| discussed in council session. Show- 
;men and others in the theatre agree 
|that segregation is wrong, but the 
color line is drawn in so many direc- 
tions in many cities that they de- 
|clare singling out one theatre is not 
~ correct approach to the solution. 

Council met yesterday (Tues) to 
map out a program of procedure 
Producers had nixed participation in 
any segregation move, as expected. 
The attitude of the Dramatists Guild 
was not clear, although it had the 
|Equity invite to join a movement 
|for a couple of months and nearly 
j}more than 30 authors are on record 
jnot to permit their plays to be 
| shown at the National. Agents and 
|}managers union tabled the proposal 
lat a general meeting last week, 
| while the stagehands and musicians 
‘unions are on the outside looking 
n. They weren't even asked to join 
up, because it “might embarrass” 
ithem. Negroes are not on stage 
lerews, except in Harlem, where 
|there is a restricted union, and Ne- 
|gro musicians rarely are seen in pit 
orchestras. 
| Membership Attitude Unknown 
| Attitude of Equity’s membership 
jat large appears to be unknown. It 
}is expected that any segregation ac- 
‘tion such as discussed will go to a 
| referendum, even though spoken ex- 
from actors oppose to 
| drawing the color line. 


| There was a pro and con report 


on 
eight times a week but that was be- | 


the Washington situation made 
by Equity after a “survey” of local 


| opinion, but no radical action was 
| suggested. Civic bodies in the capi- 


tal, despite pressure groups, have op- 
posed changing the theatre, school, 
hotel and cafe custom so far as 
segregation is concerned. There have 
been plenty of arguments over the 
problem in show business, with un- 
biased participants believing it is up 
to the residents of Washington to 
change the custom, not “outsiders” 
such as Equity or, in fact, all of 
show business. 

If the National is banned on the 





! 


| 


| segregation picket line, 





color line issue it would eliminate 
one of the best legit stands in the 
country. It is pertinent that the 
house is now doing as well, if not 
better, than usual regardless of a 
same going 


|) hour and 30 minutes, the cast will be | for St. Louis. It would be an annua! 


be the theatre from 2 until 11:30 on 
the matinee days. 

| “Iceman” is likely to tour without 
/ either of its leads, Dudley Digges and 
James Barton. Digges cannot play 
the road because of physical in- 
capacity, while Barton doesn’t want 
| to switch to Digges’ part as requested 
by the Guild at O'Neill's instance. 
Barton has been appearing as the 
loquacious traveling salesman for 
| five months. If he doesn’t make the 
| switch and is replaced, the Guild 
will be required to pay him full 
salary although he'll be laying off, 
Barton having a two-season con- 
tract. 

Last week it was announced that 
Rhys Williams would replace James 
M. Kerrigan in O'Neill's “A Moon 
For the Misbegotten,” which the 
Guild is trying out. As soon as that 
drama opened it was reported that 





one or more cast changes were in | 
order for the five-person, four-act | 
i'drama, which is not an overtime | 
play. Plan to keep “Moon” off 


been changed despite 


ment. 


F. M. Heller Back in N. Y. 


to New York Monday (3) after a 


plans going into legit producing. 


amount as director-producer, but | 


} made no films during his stay. 








| 


year and a half in Hollywood, and | formances. 


‘loss of earnings for between 1,500 


and 2,500 persons, mostly actors, 
white and colored, if the house were 


jnixed. Legit houses going over to 
|films rarely if ever revert to stage 
| shows, 


and Washington would be 
bare of seasonal legit indefinitely, 
and it would be several years at 
least until] another theatre could be 
built. The National management, 
however, won’t go to pictures unless 
forced to do so. 

An Equity man conferred with the 


| Dramatists Guild board before yes- 
|terday’s council session, expectation 
|being that the authors body would 
‘decline being rushed into taking a 


definite position in the situation. A 
number of well known dramatists do 
not agree with fellow authors who 
started the Washington § agitation 
last fall. 
St. Lee Muny Plans 
St. Louis, March 4 

Beisman, manager of the 
Theatre Assn. reveals 


Paul 
Municipal 


| a ~* ‘os “BI: = 
Broadway until next season has not joe Sigmund Romberg’s “Nina Rosa 


the replace- | 


and Victor Herbert's “Naughty 
Marietta” and “Babes in Toyland” 
| will be presented during the 1947 
|season, which tees off in the al 
fresco playhouse in Forest Park, 


Franklin M. Heller, former head of | June 5. Eight others will be selected 
legit at USO-Camp Shows, returned | later. 


The season will consist of 88 per- 
The production staff, 


John Kennedy, manager; Edwin Mac- 
| Heller was under contract te Par- | | Arthur, musical director, and Wat- 


director, wil! 
te initiate ©’ 


son Barratt, art 
this burg 


t¢ 
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@ There are those (and they’re 
people who ought to know) who say 
that José Vicente Ferrer Otero y 
Cintrén is currently our finest and 
most versatile actor. This, of course, 
is in spite of the fact that the young 
producer-star of the hit show Cyrano 
de Bergerac has a face that is any- 
thing but majestic, a voice that is 
anything but booming, and a ward- 
robe that qualifies him as one of 
America’s worst-dressed men. In 


today’s Saturday Evening Post, 





Stanley Frank writes a lively and 
completely candid pen-portrait of 
Puerto Rico’s ball of fire, including 


José’s opinions about such things as 








Hollywood, new plays, long runs, 
comedians, what’s wrong with play- 
wrights—in fact, just about every- 
thing you can think of that would 
make an article on José Ferrer enter- 
taining. If you’re at all interested in 
the theater, you can’t afford to miss — 


BROADWAY’S NEW 
MATINEE IDOL 


by Stanley Frank 
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icago Biz Booms; ‘Born’ $19,000, 
Blossom 23G, ‘Lute’ 24G, Three’ 25G 


Chicago, March 4. 
Healthy biz continues with Chi 


it running at merry clip. New 
eat, “Born Yesterday,” made 
good first week showing, while 


“Blossom Time” climbed in second 
frame. 

“Front Page” can’t seem to make 
the grade and goes into last week at 
Civic, with nothing set .to follow as 


yet. “Harvey” lost three perform- 
ances due to-Joe E. Brown’s illness 
but held its own with five good 
shows. “Greatest of These” set to 
bow at Selwyn this week. 
Estimates for This Week 

“Blossom Time,” Civic Opera 

House (2d week) (3,800; $3.60). Im- 


proved to $23,000. 
“Born Yesterday,” Erlanger (1,334: 


$3.60). Opened Monday (24). Off 
to good start with $19,000. 
“Front Page,” Civic (2d week) 


(900; $3.60). Just one more week at 
this pace, $6,800. 

“Harvey,” Harris (30th week) (1,- 
000: $3.60). Good going for five per- 
formances, $14,000. 


“Lute Song,” Studebaker’ (6th 
week) (2,100: $4.20) No signs of 
slowing down, $24,000 

“Song of Nerway,” Shubert (12th 


week) (2,100: $4.80) 
field. $27,000. 
“Three te Make Ready,” Black- 
stone (3d week) (1,358: $4.80). Slight 
rise over last week with sock $25,000 


Easily tops the 


‘ANNA’ BIG 1936 IN L.A. 
JUMPIN’? RATES 746 


Los Angeles, March 4. 
Business boomed along the rialto 
last week, picking up nice change in 
five houses. “Anna Lucasta” opened 


at the Biltmore and collected $19,500 | 


for a great first week. Meanwhile, 
“She Dood It in Dixie” stayed in the 
black with $8.000 on the ninth stanza 
at the Belasco. 

Ken Murray’s “Blackouts of 1947” 
went through the 245th week at El 
Capitan with standard $17,000. El) 


Patio cornered a vleasant $7,500 for’) 


the initialer of “Sumpin'’s Jumpin’!” 
Musart winnowed through the second 
frame of “Dunnigan’s Daughter” 
with a trifle less than $2,000. 





New Symphonic Drama 
Slated for North Car. 


Raleigh, March 4. 

Charlotte and Meckleburg county, 
in the southwest section of the state, 
plans a “symphonic drama” there 
along the lines of annual “Lost Col- 
ony.” In preliminary’ meetings 
Legette Blythe, of the staff of the 
Charlotte Observer was 
nounced to be the author of 
play. Lamar Stringfield, who com- 
posed some of the music for “The 
Lost Colony.” in collaboration with 
Paul Green, is.in line to do the 
musie.. The Southern States 
ground, near Charlotte, will be util- 
ized to stage the show, which will 
be offered during the 1948 summer 
fair off-season. 

Petition State For Funds 

Twin bills, introduced hére Feb. 
21 in the House and Senate sections 
of the North Carolina legislature, 


+ 





‘Oklahoma!’ 456, Memphis 


Memphis, March 4. 

National company of “Oklahoma!” 
did record-breaking $45,000 at Ellis 
Auditorium here in seven perform- 
ances last week. Show was favor- 
ably received by press though there 
was some adverse criticism of prin- 
cipals’ voices by the public. 

Mary Marlo and Walter Donahue 
are leaving the cast this week, pre- 
paring to join the foreign company 


|of “Oklahoma!” soon to open in Lon- 


don. They play Aunt Eller and Will 
Parker respectively. 


Current Road Shows 


(Period Covering Mar. 3-15) 


“Accidentally Yours”—Aud., Sac- 
ramento (15). 

“Anna Lucasta”—Locust, Philly 
(3-15). 

“Anna Lucasta”—Biltmore. L. A. 
(3-15). 

“Apple of His Eye”—Cass, Det. 
(3-8) 

“Barefoot Boy With Cheek’’- 
Shubert. N. Haven (5-8): Colonial, 
Bost. (10-15). 


“Bathsheba”—McCarter. Princeton 
(7-8): Porrest, Philly (10-15). 


“Blackouts of 1947”—El Capitan, 
| Hollywood (3-15). 
| Blackstene—Aud., St. Joseph (4- 
5): Music Hall, K. C. (6-8); Con. 


Hall, Tulsa (10-11); Aud., Okla. City 
(12): Aud., Wichita Falls (13). 

“Bloomer Girl” —His Majesty’s, 
Mont’! (3-8): Royal Alex., Toronto 
| (10-15). 

“Blossom Time”—Opera 
Chi. (3-8): American, St. 
15). 

“Born Yesterday”—Erlanger, 
(3-15). 

“Call Me 
(3-15). 

“Brigadoon”—Forrest, 
8). 

“Chocelate 
Bost. (3-8). 

“Dear Ruth”—Davidson, Mil. (3- 
8); Kenosha, Kenosha (9); Parkway, 
Madison (10); Parkway, Fondulac 
(11): Aud., St. Paul (18-15). 

“Eagle Has Two Heads”—Shubert- 


House, 
Louis (9- 


Mister”—Shubert, Bost. 
Philly (3- 


Seldier” Colonial, 


| Lafayette, Det. (3-15). 


Purdue 


| 


he | “Oklahoma!”—Aud., 
fair- | (3-8); Music Hall, Houston (10-15). 


| 
| 


| (3-8): Nixon, Pitt 


called for an appropriation of $25,- | 


000 for the Roanoke Island Histori- 
cal Assn., Inc., which for several 
years has been a State agency 


‘ . 
Eagle’ Mild 12G, Buff. 
Buffalo, March 4. 

Wintry weathe: and_ indifferent 
newspaper notices for the play, 
though plenty raves for the star, 
held takings down for Tallulah 
Bankhead's “Eagle Has Two Heads” 
at the Erlanger six days last week. 

At $3.60 top. tally managed 
reach a mild $12.0°0. 


’ 
B'ackstone 11G, M’w’kee 
Milwaukee, Morch 4 
Harry Bleckstone’s mavic shew 
coinpeted with the Hamid-Morton in- 


to 





door circus here, and both did very | 


well. Blackstone, appearing at the 
Davidson, did $11,000 business in six 
— bettering last year by 20%. 

The circus, which appeared under 
the local sponsorship of the Shrine 
sold out the 4.500-seat Auditorium 
for most of its 14 performances and 
took itm $95,000. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“Message for Margaret”—Stanley 
Gilkey and Barbara Payne. 

“Alice in Wonderland”— American 
Repertory Theatre. 

“Accidentally Yours” (Coast)— 
James Elliott and Herbert J. Freezer. 

“Heyday”--Howard Lang. 

“Miracle in the Mountains”— 
Archer King and P-rrison Wocdsull. 

“The Whole Wc !d Over”—Walte 
Fiied and Paul Moss. 


“Hamlet”—Aud., Bloomington (3); 
Univ., Lafayette (4); Aud., 
Cincy (5-8); Aud., Louisville (10-11); 
Aud., Nashville (12); Aud., Evans- 
ville (13); Aud., Memphis (14-15). 

“Harvey”—Harris, Chi. (3-15). 

“Heartsong”—Wilbur, Bost. 

“Heyday” — Shubert, N. 
(13-15). 

“Lute Song”—Studebaker, Chi. (3- 
15). 

“Magnificent Yankee”’—American., 


Haven 


an- | St. Louis (3-8); Iowa,-Cedar Rapids 
the | 


(10); Radio, Des Moine. (11); Oma- 


ha, Omaha (12); *"usie Hall. K. C. 
(13-15). 
“Moen for the Misbegotten”— 


Nixon, Pitt. (3-8): Cass, Det. (10-15). 
N. Orleans 


“Pygmalion”—Curran. 
8). 


Frisco (3- 


“Song of Norway”—Shubert. Chi. | 


(3-15). 

“State of the Union”—Natl., Wash. 
(10-15). 

“State of the Union” — Hartman. 
Col. (3-8): Hanna, Cleve. (10-15). 

“Student Prince” — Curran. Frisco 


(9-15). 
“Ten O'Clock Scholar” — Geary. 
Frisco (3-15). 
“The Fatal Weakness” — Ford’s, 
Balto. (3-8): Nat'l... Wash. (10-15). 
“The Glass Menagerie”—Plymouth, 
Bost. (3-15). . 
“The Glass Menagerie” — Met.. 
Seattle (9-10): Royal Victoria, Vic- 


toria (11-12): Mayfair, Portland (13- 


15). 

“The Greatest of These”—Selwyn, 
Chi. 3-15). 

“The Red Mili”—Shubert, Philly 
(3-15). 

“The Whole World Over"’—Play- 
house, Wil. (14-15). 


_ “Three to Make Ready”—Black- 
stone, Chi. (3-15). 


“Up in Central Park”—Erlanger, 
Buff. (3-8): Aud., Hartford (10-15). 

“Voice of the Turtle’—Columbia. 
Alliance (39: Ohio, Mansfield (4); 
Ohio. Lima (5): Michigan. Ann 
Arbor (6): Palace, Flint (7); Temple, 
Saginaw (8): Michigan. Lansing 


(10): Michigan, Jackson (11): Bijou, 
Battle Creek (12): State, Kalamazoo 
(13): Parkway, Madison (14-15). 


‘Union’ Sturdy 25G, D. C. 


Washington. March 4. 


“State of the Union,” with the 
|Chicago company headed by Neil 
| Hamilton, Erin O'Brien-Moore and 


James Rennie. chalked up a healthy 
“95.000 for its second stanza at Na- 
tional. This was a slight improve- 
lment over the initial week. which 
showed good returns despite the 
lyizezard. Show is assured of a solid 
third week. A 

Ina. Claire in “Fatal Weakness 
ckedded to begin a fortnight March 
10. with “The Iceman Cometh” bow- 
ing jn under Guild-ATS aegis after 


| that. 


Chi. | 


(3-15). | 


‘Moon’ Pale 1346, Cleve. 


Cleveland, March 4. 

Eugene O’Neill’s new play, “A 
Moon for the Misbegotten,” took a 
shellacking from the Hanna’s cash 
;customers as well as Cleveland 
| critics on its first metropolitan stand 
| in the second lap of a pre-Broadway 
| tour, 
| Although it had a sellout opening, 
_the drama began skidding rapidly to 
/a poorish $13,500, lowest ever grossed 
by an O'Neill opus here. 

“Love in the City,” new Victor 
Wolfson comedy, pulled strong on its 
tryout at Frederic McConnell’s rep- 
ertory Playhouse last Friday (28), 


Menagerie’ 186, 
Soldier’ $22,000, 
Park 206, Hub 


Boston, March 4. 

“Glass Menagerie” at the Plymouth 
and “Chocolate Soldier” at the Co- 
lonial opened last week, both to 
catch warm notices and plenty of 
biz. “A Flag Is Born,” the house 
bought out and picketed by Zionist 
groups in Boston, folded last week 
and returned to New York, doing no 
biz here except at opener. Play had 
taken the new Center theatre on a 
four-wall basis, so house is running 
films pending opening of Guy Owens- 
Maribel Vinson “Everything's 
Ice” April 9. 

Opening this week is “Heartsong” 
the Wilbur, “Barefoot Boy 
heek” following March 11 at 





at 


| bur same night, 
at the Plymouth March 25, and “Mes- 
sage for Margaret” at the Wilbur 

March 31. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Call Me Mister,” Shubert (1,590: 
$4.80). Thirteenth week—with the 
flag out for two more only—picked 
up to estimated $24,000, huge for this 
sock b.o. musical. 

“Chocolate Seldier,” Colonia] (1.- 
500; $4.80). Opened Tues. (25) for 
a quick click and a great estimated 
$22,000 on seven performances. Sec- 
ond week should gain, with run 
prospects on Broadway pretty clear. 

“Glass Menagerie,” Plymouth (1,- 
| 200; $3.60). Long-awaited hit opened 
to top biz and 
throughout week of 
| weather conditions for an estimated 
| $18.000 great, 

“Up in Central Park,” Opera House 
(3,000; $4.20). Had perfect weather 
to hypo final week, fourth, with 
fair $20,000 estimated. House dark 
this week, show having moved out 
to Buffalo. 





‘Pygmalion’ 29G, Frisco; 
| ‘Scholar’ Fair $12,500 


San Francisco, March 4. 


“Pygmalion.” starring Gertrude 
Lawrence and Dennis King. hit a 
fine gross o* $29,000 for its third 
| week at the 1,776-seat Curran. 

Fay Bainter and Thomas Mitchell, 
starring in “Ten O'Clock Scholar” 
at the 1.550-seat Geary. chalked up 
a fair first week’s gross of $12,500. 
Last week, “Anna Lucasta” wound 
up its fifth week with an excellent 
gross of $23,000. 


‘Hamlet’ Boff 246, Mols. 


Minneapolis, March 4 


Maurice Evans in “Hamlet” drew 
raves and complete capacity for 
four nights and a matinee at $3.60 


top at the 1.900-seat Lyceum. zoom- 
ing to a sensational $24,000 gross. 

The opening night was a_ benefit 
for the Minneapolis Art Institute 
with the house sold out and every 
ticket paid for, including those of 
the newspaper critics, for the first 
time in the theatre's history. 


| Gielgud 17G, Balto 
Baltimore, Murch 4. 

John Gielgud’s “Importance of Be- 
ing Earnest,” in at Ford's here last 
week as the third of five American 
Theatre Society-Theatre Guild sub- 
scriptions. caught on most impres- 
sively after raves from local crix 
with a fine $17.000 the total for seven 
shows 

First performance Monday (24) 
was called off at end of first act be- 
cause of fire in nearby Mav Company 
Ina Claire in “The Fatal Weak- 
né is in currently also under sub- 
scription. 


store 


bah) 


‘HEARTSONG’ 5G, N. HAVEN 
New Haven. March 4. 


“Heartsong” Gpened to fair busi- 
nness at Shubert last wee kend 
(27-1). Attendance was boosted on 


first night by cutrate to local utility 
: , , tary 
workers. At $3 top. four pertorm- 
ances broucht an estimated $5.000. 
This week has preem of “Barefoot 
Boy With Cheek” for four days be- 
ning tomorrow (Wed.). 


igi 


On 


With 

the 
| Colonial, “The Red Mill” at the Shu- 
| bert March 17, “Heyday” at the Wil- 
“Tenting Tonight” 


continued. to draw | 
excellent | 


; 


“Weather; ‘Annie’ 


Bway Biz Unchanged Despite Better 


146 Still Tops; 


Wolft NG 14456 Out; ‘Blake Also 


There was little change in attend- 
ance on Broadway last week. Those 
shows which slipped when the met- 


ropolis was virtually snowed under, | 


of 


Was 


was coincident with the. start 
Lent, did not recoup and there 
heavy influx, that weekend 
matinees were not exceptional. Busi 
of standouts including 
long-stayers continues surprise 
even seasoned showmen and _ indi 
cates that road duplicates hardly 
affect the strength of the originals 
Resumption of “O Mistress Mine’ 
(Lunts) started to virtual capacity 
business 

Revival 


no so 


ness some 


4 
LU 


of “Yellow Jack’ 
tracted attention and has a 
chance for strong business for a 
date limited four and a= half 
weeks. English Shakespearean troupe 
headed by Donald Wolfit bows out 
this (third) week, not having been 
profitable. Also exiting is “Chris- 
topher Blake.” Current week’s new 
shows are the revival of “The Im- 
portance of Being Earnest,” with 
John Gielgud and “Parlor Story.” 
Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Dram) 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue) 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

“All My Sons,” Coronet (5th 
week) (D-1,095; $4.80). Somewhat 
controversial postwar drama is mak- 
ing excellent operating profit, with 
last week’s takings around $16,500 

“Annie Get Your Gun,” Imperial 
(42d week) (M-1,427; $6.60). Broad- 
way’s most popular musical varies 
only slightly in number of standees; 
always approaches $45,500. 

“Another Part of the Forest,” Ful- 
ton (15th week) (D-968; $4.80) 
Picked up over the previous week 
and should go through spring if not 
longer; $16,000. 

“Bergar's Holiday,” Broadway 
(10th week) (M-1,900; $4.80). Now 
playing Sundays with Monday night, 
‘midweek matinees dropped: doins 
fairly good considering size of 
house; dipped to $24,500. 

“Born Yesterday,” Lyceum (57th 
week) (C-993; $4.80). Laugh hit 
hardly varies at all, with capacity 
registered right along and the count 
$21,000 or slightly more. 


at- 
fair 


to 


“Call Me Mister,” National (46th 
week) (R-1,104; $6). One of the 
clicks that has a company on the 


road and still sells out here: betters 

$22,500 week after week. 
“Carouse',” Majestic (98th week) 

(M-1,667; $6). Will celebrate its sec- 


ord anniversary next month and 
sure to run much longer; eased to 
$29,500. 

“Christopher Blake,” Music Box 


(D-979; $4.80). Final and 14th week; 
| did fairly wel for first two months, 
then slipped to around $12,000. 


Heavy investment will be recouped | 


‘Brigadeon’ 30/46 


from film rights but not from stage 
date. “John 


Loves Mary” moves 
here from Booth March 17. 
“Finian’s Rainbow,” 46th Street 
(8th week) (M-1,319: $6). Best of 


the season's musical product so far 
is selling out all times plus standees: 
$42,000. 

“Happy Birthday,” Broadhurst 
(18th week) (CD-1,160: $4.80). Ca- 
pacity pace of this comedy rates it 
among the season’s most successful 
straight play product: close to $30,- 
500. 


“Harvey,” 48th St. (122d week) 
(C-920; $4.20). Held the fine pace 
of previous week when takings ap- 
proximated $17,000; another show 
with road company also cleaning up. 

“Icetime,” Center (37th week) (R- 
2,994; $2.40). Skating revue is span- 


ning another season and is aimed 
into late spring: rated around 
$30,000. 

“Joan of Lerraine,” Alvin (15th 


week) (D-1.331; $4.80). Two more 


months for click that probably could | 


stay a year; standees all times; over 
$32,500. 

‘John Loves Marvy,” Booth (4th 
week) (C-712; $4.80). Virtual ca- 
pacity atiendance for one of the well 
received newer plays; around $18,500. 
Moves to Music Box after another 
week; house may get “Ten O'Clock 
Scholar” from Coast. 

“Life With Fathe-,” Bijou (378th 
week) (C-613; $3.60) Run leader 
did about as well as previous week 
with the count approaching $9,000. 

“Q Mistress Mine,” Empire (43d 


week) (CD-1,082; $4.80). After lay- 
off of six weeks occasioned by Al- 
tred Lunt’s operation, resumed run 


to excellent prospects; around $23.- 
000 quoted. 


“Oklahoma!”, St James (203d 
week) (M-1,505; $4.80). Considering 
length of run and road company 
cleaning up, grosses are amazing; 
around $26.000. 

“Parlor Story,” Biltmore (C-920: 
$4.20). Presented by Paul Streger: 


written by William McCleery; liked 
out of town; opened Tuesday (4). 

“Present Laughter,” Plymouth 
(18th week) (M-1,063; $4.80). Clos- 
ing after another week: has earned 
an operating profit right along and 
production cost recaptured some 
time ago; off, $13.000. “Eagle Has 
Two Heads” follows. 

“State of the Unien,” Hudson (68th 
ij week) (CD-1,057; $4.80) Still an- 


other long runner with road com- 
panies but original continues at vir- 
tual capacity; $24,000 quoted. 
“Street Scene,” Adelphi 
week ) (M-1,434: $6) Went. off 
further; while gross under early 
weeks, musical among leaders; 
inder $33,000 

“The Iceman Cometh,” 
week) (D-1,213; $5.40) Leaves for 
road after next week: around $16,- 
000. House will be dark until “Bare- 
foot Boy With Cheek” is ready early 
next month 

“The Voice of the Turtle,” Morosco 
I5lst week) (C-939; $3.60) While 
Broadway company doesn't approach 
the grosses of those revistered by 
road show, three-person play is still 
making money; $9 500. 

“Years Ago,” Mansfield 
week) (C-1,001:; $4.80). 


(8th 


1s 


is 


Beck (21st 


(13th 
Slated well 


into spring; pace has tapered some- 
what but weekly operating profit 
netted: $19,000 


REVIVALS 


“The Impertanee ef Being Ear- 
nest,” Royale (C-1,025; $4.80). Pre- 
sented by Theatre Guild and John C 
Wilson; Oscar ,Wilde comedy stars 


John Gielgud; opened Monday (3). 
“Yellow Jack,” International (1st 
week) (O-1,172; $4.80). Opened last 
Thursday (27); accorded good press 
and business okay first four times. 
Donald Wolfit Ce., Century (1,712: 


$4.80). Third and final week for 
English repertory company: net 


profitable: around $14.000. 
“Burlesque,” Belasco (10th week) 
(C-1.077; $4.80). Making an operating 
profit and expected to stick into 
warm weather: business steady; 
around $20.000 claimed. 


“Lady Windermere’s Fan,” Cort 
(20th week) (C-1.064: $4.20). Has 
scored with operatine profit netted 
since start; takings nearly same: 
$17.500. 


‘Cy ano de Be-gerac,” Barrymore 
(2ist week) (CD-1,096: $4.80). Should 
fare well on rood for baleree of sea- 
son starting late this month: around 
$15,500. “Bathsheba” sleted to fol- 
low. 

“Sweethearts,” Shubert (6th week) 
(M-1,382; $4.80). Rated tops among 
musical revivals and should pan out 
as real money maker: $32.000. 

“Craig’s Wife.” Playhouse (3d 
week) (D-865; $4.80). Former Pu- 
litzer prize winner doine moderate 
business so far: slichtly better last 
week: $10 000 estimeted. 

EXPERIMENTAL THEATRE 


“As We Forgive Our Debters,” 
Princess (D-299). Sponsored by Jose 
Ferrer; written by Tillman Breiset: 
opens Sunday (9) for five perform- 
ances 





Red Mil $33,500, 
‘Anna 10456, Phil 


Philadelphia, March 4. 

Philly has another socko musical 
hit in its midst—its seventh since 
Xmas if return encagements and re- 
vivals are counted. 

Latest to enter the smash class is 
“Brigadoon,” which got $30,500 in its 
first week at the forrest and would 
have turned in a better record if not 
on ATS subscription. There were a 
few orchestra vacancies Monday and 
Tuesday, but none from then on and 
this week is sold out solidly through- 
out. Crix raved about this novel 
musical which came here with the. 
acclaim of New Haven and Boston. 
Locally it’s being compared ‘and 
very favorably) with “Finian’s Rain- 
bow.’ 

“The Red Mill” eased off a little 
last week but still led the town with 
a robust $33,500. It’s now advertis- 
ing its final two weeks at the Shu- 
bert and will vrobably stick to that 
even though it has no other imme- 
diate booking. “Mill” will have had 

ix weeks here instead of four orig- 
inally listed. 

“Anna Lucasta” again got, $10,500 
in 10th week in Philly. 

There's nothing new on tap this 
week, but next Monday “Bathsheba,” 
with James Mason, opens a two 
weeks’ stay at the Forrest with a ter- 
rific advance sate. 


‘Unior’ 22G Click, St. Loo 
St. Louis,,.March 4. 
A repeat visit of “State of the 
Union.” with a new cast, cli¢ked 
again at the American despite a two- 
day snowstorm at the windup. The 
one-week. eight performance stand 
wound up Saturday (1) with a swell 
bo. record. The house was scaled 
to $3.46 and an estimated gross of 
¢$22.C00 was copped. 
The cast headlined Conrad Nagel, 
Irene Hervey and Henry ONeill. 
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Wednesday, March 5, 1947 





Plays on 


The Importance of Being 


Earnest 
Theatre Guild and John ©. Wilson pro- 
uction (in asseciation with H. M. Tennent, 
14.) of comedy revival in three acts (three 
&éfenes) by Oscar Wilde, Stars John Giel- 





Broadway 


Howard, written in collaboration 
with the scientist Paul de Kruif, is 
as pertinent, dramatic and moving 
as it was 13 years ago, when Guthrie 
McClintic first produced it. ART has 
given it a careful, unstinted produc- 


gud. Staged by Gielgud; seitings by Mot-/| tion; cast it carefully and staged it 
+ aed ua Royale, N. Y., March 3, | imaginatively, so that an essentially 
p EPL ER TOO O Tee ee Richard Wordsworth somber, scientific story of mans 
Ms rnon Moncrieff........ Robert Flemyng | battle against disease, that might 
ohn Worthing. artes To ye John Gielgud | otherwise become a little distasteful, 
ady Bracknell........) argaret Rutherford arceac . stirring J 
wendolen Fairfax.......... Pamela Brown Smet ees pi og orl ote ‘he on 
Cecily Cardew........seee0++-..Jane Baxter morous ouc 1es, sprin e th ougn- 

NS | A Ar a Jean Cadell | out, leaven its seriousness. 
ev. Canon Chasuble.......,....John Kidd | © Play will be recalled as a study of 
oe 904 0é Ss 0 dbweeeede peer Davis | research into the cause of yellow 
Oran ws wee dh Ws98 es eet yss onald Bain | teaver, with the locale in Cuba soon 
after the Sparish-American’ war. 


“The Importance of Being Earnest” 
is booked for seven weeks and will 
robably do all right for that time. 
t's just as well the date is limited; 
the farce is not Oscar Wilde’s best. 


Wilde’s “Lady Windermere’s Fan,” | 


with Cornelia Otis Skinner, is in its 


the first of his plays to reach the 
— Stem this season. And it came 
rom the Coast. 

Sponsors of “Earnest” doubtlessly 
brought it from London on the 
strength of John Gielgud’s personal 
draw. He created a definite impres- 
sion on Broadway about 10 years 
ago, when he last appeared here, as 
a dramatic actor, in ‘Hamlet.” As 
dilettante John Worthing, Gielgud 
gives a fine characterization that’s a 
sharp change of pace from his last 
New York appearance. Gielgud adds 
little fripperies to his “Earnest” char- 
acter that evoke titters, and as for 
the play it gets polite responses 
rather than robust laughter. 

Performance is rather a romp for 
sega For the first half of the play 

obert Flemyng counts equally as 
well as Algernon, who hasn’t much 
on his mind either, The last half is 
mostly Gielgud’s, but the other leads 
are well up in the going. Pamela 
Brown, as the stiff-necked Gwen- 
dolen, nearly cops the second act in 
the scene with Jane Baxter, who 
plays Cecily, Worthing’s ward and 
who, like Worthing, also prefers the 
name of Earnest. 

In the last act Margaret Ruther- 
ford takes over as the over-stuffed 
matron who guards her daughter 
Gwendolen zealously. Then there is 
Jean Cadell, as Miss Prism, the gov- 
erness who clears up the legitimacy 
ef Earnest and proves that Algernon 
is really his brother after all. John 
Kidd is the sappy rector on the verge 
of an alliance with Miss Prism. 

It’s all quite proper and seems 


more an antique than “Windermere.” 


Gielgud will follow. “Earnest” with 


Congreve’s “Love for Love,” which 
will have practically a whole new 


supporting cast. Ibee. 
Yellow Jack 


American Repertory Theatre production of 
Sidney 


revival in two acts by 


in collaboration with Paul De 


rama 

oward, 
or Stars Victor Jory, Philip Bourneuf 
features Raymond Greenleaf, Alfred Ryder. 
Staged by Martin Ritt; designed by Wolf- 
ang Roth; music arranged by Lehman 
singel. At International, N. Y., Feb. 27, 


*47; $4.80 top. 
~ age . - eeeeeereertee . Arthur Keegan 
eClelland ....cccceseses William Windom 
USCH .scresceee scccccetecsces ma Wanach 
rimkerhof .eecoseccseseessess John Becher 
iss Blake... .ccccesecessesss Anne, Jackson 
Water Reed...........Raymond Greenleat 
ristides Agramonte..Efrem Zimbalist, Jr. 
ames Carroll....+- Sebecessoses Victor Jory 
olonel Tory...-.s-++++ oeseddce John Straub 
m. Crawford Gorgas..Eugene Stuckmann 
ease W. Laze@r..seeeeeees---Alfred Ryder 
oger P. Ames...eseeeeee++>-Mmery Battis 
ajor Cartwright..+se.++++-- Angus Cairns 
r. Carlos Finlay........+.Philip Bourneuf 
Tilliam H. Dean.......+-Robert Rawlings 
An Army Chaplain...... sees -Donald Keyes 
A Commissary Sergeant....-- Ed Woodhead 





The American Repertory Theatre— 
witching its policy of strict rep to 
imited four-week runs of one play 
—made an impressive move of it 
with its revival “Yellow Jack. 





Seeking Missing Heir! 
All persons who played in or 
were otherwise associated 
with the play Humpty-Dumpty 
(opened at New Amsterdam 
Theatre, New York, on No- 
vember 14, 1904) please 
write to F. W., Box 5080, Va- 
riety, 154 West 46th Street, 
New York 19. Information 
desired to loeate missing 
heir. 





MUSICALS 


“Aliah Be 
Praised" 
"A Lady 
Seys Yes" 


RADIO | 
NBC 2 Years 


VING MERLIN 


BOulevard 86-0987 








fifth sabe per ig rr month on Broadway, | 


The story concerns the bafflement of 
Army medicos, and the battle of a 
courageous group of them against 
prejudice and dislike for experiment, 
both within the Army and without. 
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Yellow Jacek 

| Guthrie McClintic production of drama in 
|} one act, Adapied from Paul De Kruif's 
book, “‘The Microbe Hunters,"’ by Sidney 
Howard; staged by Guthrie McClintic. 
Opened at Martin Beck, N. ¥., March 6, ‘34. 
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The names of the heroic few now 
enshrined in medical history—Wal- 
ter Reed, Crawford Gorgas, Carlos 
Finlay—come alive in the simple, 
eloquent portrayals as human beings 
and as soldiers on the. stage. 

Story is told m simple terms 
through tests first made by the doc- 
tors on themselves, to determine 
whether mosquitos are the cause of 
“yellow jack,” or yellow fever, and 
later by more elaborate tests on vol- 
unteer soldiers, An interesting form 
of presentation enhances the power 
of the performance. With a simple 
platform and stairs as means of 
shifting characters from one part of 
the stage to another to indicate 
changes of scene, production is with- 
out sets, except for an occasional 
chair, table or cot, in a series of 
blackouts. Production, work of Wolf- 
gang Roth, adds immeasurably to the 
play’s effectiveness, 

One or two scenes are a little long 
and sometimes just a bit rah-rahrish 
er “heroic” in the wrong sense. In 
the main, though, the play hews to a 





straight, 
~; throughout is admirable. 


the most flavorsome. 


make this an exciting production. 
Bron. 


honest line, with Martin 
Ritt’s direction fluid and tensé, Cast- 


ictor Jory gives a full-bodied per- 
formance as a skeptical Army medic, 
and Alfred Ryder an inspired por- 
trayal as his hot-tempered colleague. 
Philip Bourneuf plays the aged Dr. 
Finlay with a rich, deep feeling and 
in several instances with a virtuoso 
touch. Raymond Greenleaf is quietly 
dominating as Reed, while Efrem 
Zimbailist, Jr., is surprisingly good as 
the Cuban doctor Agramonte. Ar- 
thur Keegan, William Windom, Eli 
Wallach and John Becher, as the four 
soldier volunteers, give individually 
good characterizations, with Keegan’s 


Balance of cast is in keeping, to 


The —: a o aa 


Tin Top Valley 


American Negro Theatre production of 
drama in three acts (nine scenes) by Wal- 
ter Carro)l, Staged by Abram Hill; sets, 
Roger Furman; musical direction, Hattie 
King-Reavis. At American Negro Theatre, 
Harlem, N. Y., Feb, 27, '47; $2.40 top, 


Ruth Talbot......... eeeeess-Lillian Adams 
SEE EMMN 63% 6 0600506 odee Betty Haynes 
Greg Talbot........ oboe beogis Charles Nolte 
en Pr eee Frederick O'Neal 
POSTS <0 6ci cc ccedtee onby’ Michael Lloyd 
Pee DN ick. ovds cans +». James Jackson 





The cast and staff of American Ne- 
gro Theatre deserve a nod for their 
strom portrayal of a well-known 
problem in “Tin Top Valley.” But 
they'll never run this vehicle over 
Broadway boards. Outlining with 
strength and feeling the abyss of 
hate between poor southern whites 
and their Negro neighbors, “Valley” 
rough spots hide the good theatre it 
might have been, and bogged-down 
production takes care of the rest. 

Within the story confines, where 
every plot twist is telegraphed, a 
poor white boy makes friends with a 
Negro and they plan to attend a 
northern college together. A schem- 
ing trollop exaggerates the boys’ as- 
' sociation with Negro girls, and when 
) the vrhite boy attempts to leave after 
the resulting flare-up, his hysterical 
mother kills him. The Negro boy is 
blamed and lynched. 

Frederick O'Neal's deft handling 
of his white-face role as a latter-day 
Jeeter Lester provided the high 
point of opening night's perform- 
ance. While direction is lacking 
throughout most of the play, Charles 











Nolte limns the white boy with 


nicely felt restraint, while 22-year- 
old Lillian Adams is generally good, 
though somewhat overwrought, as 
his mother. Other cast credits are 
spotty. Roger Furman’s sets are good. 
Tomm. 





Hamlet 


Hall Shelton production (by arrangement 
with Advance Players Assn, of revival of 
tragedy by William Shakespeare, Stars 
Donald Wolfit; features Rosalind Iden, 
Staged by Wolfit and Christopher Ede; 
settings, Wolfit and Eric Adney; music ar- 


ranged by Resabel Watson, At Century, 
N. Y., Feb. 26, '47; $4.80 top. 

BONNE 5 is oe bc aencccevedesen Donald Wolfit 
CIAUBIMS si cviccdicsccscece Alexander Gauge 
HorathO ..cccecserseeccovers John Wynyard 
Cn. os web beccakes0enetseeee Eric Adeney 
POURED 6 bie ove ac ccvecevteset Eric Maxon 
FROMORCTAMES .. cc vcsccceseeess Robert Alga 
Guildenstern . ...- David Dodimead 


og!) Nore: ee ase. Richard Blythe 
Marcellus ,. pes eeees George Bradford 
| ee ere ee ee David Dodimead 
Franciseo ... ».ee«+eRichard Blythe 
lLaertes ... Kempster Barnes 
PORNO 5 ones dae s.-++.- Hugh Cross 
First Player. shoe 
| Second Player ++ese eo Frederick Horrey 

Player Queen.............Marion Marshall 
First Gravedigger.........Malcolm Watson 
Second Gravedigger.....Geoffrey Wilkinson 
gc... SOPULT TPT TUTE TTR ee Robert Algar 
BOP MEEED «6.0 seve ececscnd Geoffrey Wilkinson 
at |) Se re eee Frederick Horrey 
SROUETUIEEO. «coo b 0s 6 0bbe nes Violet Farebrother 
Ophelia ..-Rosalind Iden 


.-- Josef Shear 





For the last of its five-play classi- 
cal repertory series, Donald Wolfit’s 
troupe from England is presenting 
Shakespeare’s “Hamlet.” The last 
time the Melancholy Dane was done 
in New York was a season ago, by 
Maurice Evans, aad the proximity of 
the two Broadway engagements must 
inevitably draw a sharp comparison. 
And the Wolfit group, with its star in 
| the title role, comes off a poor sec- 
ond. In fact, it is an exceptionally 
poor performance and production. 
Wolfit has none of the litheness, 
nor few of the accepted emotions of 
the prince of Denmark to do the part 
sufficient justice. The rest of the cast 
likewise suffers because of spotty 
direction and generally poor per- 
formances, 


_ Hamlet, the character, is imagina- 
tively the wild-eyed, cat-like dream- 
er, and this impression is seldom 
conveyed by Wolfit. Quite frankly, 
he can never quite conceal a matur- 
ity that certainly is never suggested 
by the young prince. In fact, Wolfit is 
too frequently incredible by his utter 
lack of that lean and hungry look 
that possessed Hamlet. And he reads 
“to be or not to be” like a provincial 
stock actor. 

Rosalind Iden suggests that she’s 
a better actress than is permitted by 
her Ophelia, a part, incidentally, that 
demands a quiet; almost child-like 
gentility which Miss Iden fails to 
give to it. 

The production itself is common- 
place. Kahn. 


CHINESE GROUP PUTS ON 
INTERESTING N.Y. SHOW 


Before Sunday evening (2) was 
long gone, the entire house at the 
Belasco, N. Y., and 4 good one, too, 
despite bad weather, was captivated 
by “Evening in Cathay,” an unusual 
and beautifulwseries of glimpses into 
Oriental stagecraft. Ceremonial strut- 
ting and sing-song Mandarin were a 
jolt to general western understand- 
ing, but the story of each playlet, de- 
scribed beforehand by roducer 
(Miss) Avril m, reached practi- 
cally everyone through the art of the 
mime, 

Show opened with a dance by 
Hung-ping Kwan. A Chinese orches- 
tra, with one-stringed violins, a huge 
drum, a lute, and flutes played com- 
positions to set the mood. They had 
a haunting, subtle, lacework quality. 
Pauline ong did two folk songs, 
of which one about a fisherman’s 
wife was the most understandable. 
Not the words, of course, but Miss 
Wong paddled across the stage and 


went through the motions of tossing 
a net, 


Two beautiful bits were a flute solo 


{ 
| 





by Professor Yye-Tuh Sung and a 
scarf dance by Gardenia Chan. Lat- 
ter is a real looker. ttle between 


Mickey Kwan, as a crooked inn- 
keeper, and Chien-fee Ju, as the Ori- 
ental version of a private eye, all 
taking place in a dark room, pro- 
vided some comedy relief and a look 
at two of the biggest swords this side 
of the Pacific. is, it later devel- 
oped, wasn’t supposed to be funny, 
_With no basis of comparison, a re- 
viewer has to take their word that 
these are the t formers that 
China has to offer. e backdrops 
and costumes are rich and beautiful. 
Evening as a whole provided inter- 
esting divertissement, and certainly 
widened the area of experience for 
the audience. Tomm, 





Group Heading South 

Chinese Cultural Theatre, current- 
ly in New York on tour, heads south- 
ward for its next bookings before 
returning to N. Y. for either a stay 
or will train to Hollywood for a pic- 
ture deal. Both possibilities are be- 
ing mulled by the troupe’s manager, 
James Lee, and concert booker Clark 
H. eats. oo 

is is T's first visit to the US. 
since 1938-39, wher it stayed eight 
months. Present tour ig intended to 


last a year. Tour opened in San 
Francisco. 





Plays Out of Town 


Hearisong 
New Haven, Feb. 27. 


Irene M. Selanick production of comedy- 
drama in three acts by Arthur Laurents. 
Feaiures Lloyd Bridges, Jay 
Shirley Booth, Susan Douglas, Kay Stew- 
art, Directed by Phyllis Loughton; de- 
signed and lighted by Stewart Chaney; as- 
sociate producer, Irving Schneider, Opened 
at Shubert theatre, New Haven, Feb. 27, 


Fassett, 


"47; $3 top. 

Suey GRMNUEAS. » Ga cae c cataced Lioyd Bridges 
EWP Giese Covnuansectebesdsdeces Susan Douglas 
Smee: WS, a okeseanetenesanh Jay Fassett 
DIE Nec eha > 6 abane ssn ob on Shirley Booth 
BEG Pcl a copeesvceucses Kay Stewart 
Arnold Evereit............Vinton Hayworth 
Lt. AGAMEB. ..cerccccce neevees Grége Leland 


“Heartsong” is a mildly diverting 
ditty which is in tune with the times 
but not the boxoffice. It has some 
good solo performances, and while 
the theme itself is not without in- 
terest, the literary orchestrations 
don’t shape up absorbingly enough. 
Some good production effort has 
gone into bringing play along to this 
point but it’s going to take excep- 
tional prodding to perk it appreci- 
ably from here in. 

Plucking the subject of youthful 
marital discord from the scrivening 
grab-bag, author has imbued that 
subject with a Johnny one-note tinge 
of constant bickering which finds no 
compensating element in light®r, or 
romantic moments. In brief, con- 
tinual pounding on the same key 
doesn’t help the melody any in this 
case, 

The story of Joe and Kate Ban- 
nion is timely in that it mirrors the 
readjustment attendant upon present- 
day young love as applied to mar- 
riage, The pair are an outcropping 
of a college romance and after a 
couple of years of living together, 
they still don’t really know each 
other. Joe had been the campus 
hero, a shy guy who fell for the 
simplicity of Kate. A forthcoming 
offspring had been blitzed early in 
their married life, supposedly on the 
grounds that the two were not yet 
ready for this responsibility, The ac- 
tion caused a rift between the 
couple, and Kate turried to a radio- 
writing career as an ouflet, while 
Joe pursued chemical research, 

With drifting interests, the setup 
was simple for a radio wolf to step 
into Kate’s life, even though harm- 
lessly, while Joe’s loneliness causes 
him to misstep briefly with Ivy, 
young mother-out-of-wedlock who 
lives next door. Ultimately recrim- 
inations fly back and forth but when 
the pot finally gets tired of calling 
the kettle black, everybody settles 
down to a new understanding and a 
brighter outlook. 

As of its opening, “Heartsong” re- 
lies too heavily on cast assistance to 
bolster a tottering script. The dis- 
taff Samson who supports this par- 
ticular temple of Thespis by the 
sheer strength of her performance 
is Shirley Booth, Her interpretation 
of a lush radio casting director is 
adroit acting. In the final analysis, 
she steals the show. 

Susan Douglas looms as number 
two on the tHesping seorecard. She 
plays the little mother with an abun- 
dance of appeal, having a winsome 
combination of physical and vocal 
attributes. Jay Fassett makes an 
easy-going uncle of the bride and 


gives the role everythi it posses- 
ses. Lloyd Bridges and Raggedy 
are rmer com- 


the young couple, fo 
ing 0 mg 20d than Miss Stewart, 
whose tendency toward posturing 
and a sameness of gestures require 
worki on. Vinton Hayworth, as 
the radio sheik, and Gregg Leland, a 
Marine lieutenant, are good in brief 
roles. 

An unusual setting that combines 
an apartment living room, a midget 
terrace and the parapet of a house 
next door offers considerable flexi- 
bility in the playing of seenes. av- 
ing the directorial baton over this 
medley, Phyllis Loughton has used 
this layout to good advantage, in 
several instances incorporating si- 
multaneous unreeling of action in 
the various areas. Bone. 


Stairs to the Roof 
Pasadena, Cal., Feb. 27. 


Pasadena Playhouse production of drama 
in two acts (20 scenes) by Tennessee Wil- 
liams. Directed by Gilmor Brown and Rita 
Glover, assisted by Julia Farnsworth; set- 
tings designed by Rita Glover; musical 
background arranged by Jack Curtiss; tech- 
nical direction, Fred C. Huxley, Opened at 
Pasadena Playhouse, Pasadena, Cal., Feb. 
26, '47; $2 top. 












“Stairs to the Roof” wag written 





t six years ago by Tenne 
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time he decided the world’s 
could be righted via the theatre 
That it was not performed before 
this time is good indication of the 
piece’s indigestibility. It certainly is 
not good commercial theatre and 
whatever art it possesses is of the 
phoney, contrived type. , 

It presumes to tell the unfor 
plight of the “little people” walkin 
the treadmill of $18.50 per week jobs 
held in thralldom by unfeeling em- 
ployers. But Murphy is Williams’ 
mouthpiece and protagonist. He 
opens the first of the 20 scenes by 
apologizing for the play but in 
upon its honesty, 

For the next 19 scenes Murphy dis- 
plays his woes as a slave in a shirt 
factory. He finds release from the 
job and his pregnant, slatternly wife 
by feeding pigeons on the roof of the 
factory building. During a period of 
reminiscence he sees himself as he 
was when he graduated from college, 
He walks into the night and meets 
a girl who despairs as much as he 
does over unkind fate that keeps the 
two of them “little people.” They 
free some animals in the zoo. They 
meet a lovely swan. Murphy tells 
the girl she is Alice of “Alice in 
Wonderland.” She calls Murphy her 
white rabbit. They go to a carnival. 
then return home, finally meeting 
again at lunch on the roof, when they 
are told by a Deity (sitting in a box 
in the auditorium) that they are 
to be taken to a second planet—a 
World No. 2, where they may start 
a new civilization. They go. 

Through all this blather, Williams 
employs a blackout technique that 
sometimes verges on burlesque. He 
takes masses of characters and uses 
them in Greek chorus fashion, flip- 
ping from armpit realism to airy 
whimsy and fantasy. The incongrui- 
ties are too swift for ay audience 
to follow, if they haven't been lost 
earlier anyway. 

Gilmor Brown and Rita Glover di- 
rected, and Miss Glover designed the 
sets, the whole decor being too 
powerful for the feeble play. The 
acting by everyone in the cast is no 
better than average, and the musical 
score ranges from “Hawaiian War 
Chant” to “Festivals” by Debussy. 
Juxtaposition of those tunes key- 
notes the entire incongruity and silli- 
ness of the show. It will die in its 
Pasadena cradle. 


sisting 





Huts. 
Tel Aviv OK’s ‘Oedipus’ 
Jerusalem, Feb. 25. 


Hebrew production of Sophocles’ 
Greek tragedy “Oedipus Rex” by the 
Irish stage manager Tyrone Guthrie 
was greeted in Tel Aviv recently 
with a great ovation. Play was put 
on under the auspices of the Habi- 
mah theatrical group with Guthrie 
working with them during the past 
few months as guest manager. 

In Haifa, Hermann Heuser, former 
German film and stage producer, 
launched an experimental production 
of Karl Schoenherr’s “Der Weib- 
steufel.” His company, the Haifa 
Art Theatre, has a naturalistic trend. 





Newcastie 96G Deal 
Newcastle, Feb. 27. 
Fullers have just bought a site 
here for a new legit house. 
Price was $96,000. 


For Salo—Sammer Theatre 


Barn Playhouse, 40 x 80 ft. with 
complete equipment. Commodious 
farm house, other buildings. Elee- 
tricity, ges, water, landseape 
grounds, ample parking space, 
main paved road. Located in eo 
prosperous summer resort on Lake 


Erie. Ideal for theatre school or 
“straw het theatre” operation. 
$14,500. 


Write Box 969, Variety 
154 West 46th Street, N. Y. 19 


ASSOCIATE FOR 
SUMMER THEATRES 


Desire to associate with experienced 
director or producer for summer t i. 
tre. If proposition warrante, will ao 
vest capital as co-partner. Write et 
779, Variety, 154 West 46th Street, 
New York 19, N, ¥ 





FOR RENT 
SUMMER THEATRE 


J 4i. 
Most successful U. 8. location in 19 
About 900 seats and 350 parking 4 
On densely populated, theatre-50 0) 
North Shore. Percentage with $5, 


ly 

minimum. wired. lease on 
1 lable with theatrica 

FS eer aatel Rockmere, Marble- 
head, Mass. 






SAMU EL FRENCH 


Play, Brokers and 
Authors’ Representatlve® 
BE, Wort, Sth Street son Angeles 
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In re Newsprint Shortage 

Large newspapers and the Amer- 
ican Newspaper Publishers Assn. 
were blamed for the serious news- 
print situation by Sidney Lavine, 
veepee of Rogowski Press, N. Y., 
and chairman of the 
Consumers’ Assn., in hearings be- 
fore a subcommittee of the Senate 
Small Business Committee yester- 
day (Tuesday) in Washington 

Lavine declared that the large 
papers are getting most of the news- 
print while the little papers are be- 
ing squeezed. Lavine said a serious 
situation was created when the Gov- 
ernment lifted all controls on news- 
print, and asked that controls be re- 
turned. Lavine stated, “Free enter- 
prise at the expense of our free 
press is too high a price to pay. 
That is not American by our stand- 
ards. The remedy and solution is 
the equitable distribution of news- 
print by way of control either by 
legislation or return of the quota 
system as was done during the war- 
time emergency.” 

Lavine said that production is at 
peak levels. Fault is not in the 
weather or -boxcar shortage but with 


distribution. Lavine represents pub- 
lishers of trade papers. community 
veterans, technical and _ religious 
papers. VARIETY i: in the group 


printed at the Rogowski Press 

Others testifying included Ed. M. 
Anderson, chairman of the National 
Editorial Assn. legislative commit- 
tee, who estimated 1946 newsprint 
production in North America at 
5,276,953 tons, as against 4,316,349 
tons in 1945, and 4,785,577 tons in 
1941. Anderson said that of the 600 
large dailies published in the U. S.., 
200 papers consume 68% of the out- 
put. 

‘Variety's’ D. C. Bureau 

Washington Bureau of VARIETY 
and DAILy Variety (Hollywood) has 
moved to 1292 National Press Bldg 
there, headquarters of the capital's 
press corps 
under Herrian A. Lowe, who has 
just resigned as Washington corre- 
spondent for the Philadelphia In- 
quirer, Others on Variety's Wash- 
ington staff include Florence S. Lowe 
and Dorothy Holloway. Lowe will 
also represent other publications. 


Paris News Strike Wrecks B.O. 


The French newspaper strike, now | 


in its third week, is depriving Paris 
amusements of their best advertising 
medium, and causing a heavy dent 
in the grosses, This, added to bad 


weather, and the fact that French | 
radio, out of sympathy, is cutting | 


the news broadcasts, is raising b.o. 
havoc. 

Official notices are publicized by 
small posters printed on government 
orders. The papers are willing to 
grant increased raises to the em- 
ployees and pressmen, but they have 
been prohibited to do so by the 
Cabinet, which is set for a policy of 
deflation without increasing salaries. 
A roundabout way has been sug- 
gested,—figuring the paychecks as 
including an extra hour of work 
which would not have to be per- 
formed, without raising the hourly 
rate—but it has not worked yet. 

Some papers are attempted print- 
ing in Belgium, but the French 
workers have enlisted the help of 
the Belgian union. Some Belgian 
Papers are reaching Paris, carrying 
articles of French newspapermen. 
The Belgium Phare has a tie-up 
with Paris-Presse and the Belgium 
Cite Nouvelle with the French 
Aube. Part of the Paris shipments 
are destroyed on arrival by the 
strikers. Papers which sell for 9 
Belgian francs in Brussels are sold 
for eight French franes in Paris, 
the normal local rate. 

Can, Tax for U. S. Mags? 

Canadian Magazine Publishers’ 
Assn. has submitted a brief to the 
Canadian minister of finance asking 
for a 33144% tax on the newsstand 


LITERARY 
AFFILIATION 


Top New York agency, 
opening Coast office, look- 
ing for top New York liter- 
ary agent, to represent 
them on Coast. Address: 
Box 465, Variety, 154 West 
46th St., New York 19. 

















Newsprint | 


Bureau will continue , 














| Prices of American mags in the 
| Dominion, or a tax of 25c a pound 
| on that part of the U. S. periodicals 
| devoted to advertising. Canadian 
| publishers point out that treasury 
| would reap the benefit of over $2,- 
250,000 in annual revenue on some 
20 American mags coming into 
| Canada. 

Idea is that such a tax would en- 
able Canadian mags to build up their 
circuJations but general opinion is 
that, although the magazine-buyers 
would still be in the middle, they’ll 
still buy American periodicals and 
the Canadian publishers will stil] 
have to meet that competition they 
say they cannot meet. Highest cir- 
culation of any U. S. mag in Canada 
is Ladies Home Journal, with 211.- 
612 McCalls follows with 207,995: 
the SEPost with 139,784. 


Most Writers In Hollywood 
Pointing up growing importance 
of Hollywood to the book publishing 
business, Richard P, Ettinger, 
Prentice-Hall prexy, and Gorham 
Munson, editor of the P-H trade book 
division. are slated to leave for the 
Coast next Tuesday (10) to make 
nn ecisions tor the publication 
California 
P-H execs thus 
hope to save the time consumed in 
having the author send their manu- 

cripts to N. Y. for a final okay. 
Ettinger believes the most writing 
talent in the U. S. is now concen- 
trated in Hollywood and hopes, via 
his trip, to speed up the process 
of the Coast offices. 


of is many books by 


esidents as possible. 


Ne International Incident 

The American Embassy has been 
advised that cameras of New York 
Times photog LeMoine and Inter- 
national News Service lenser Mo- 
reau were broken when the ‘men 
were jostled by crowds during Paris 
street disturbances 

They were covering the continu- 
ing newspaper strike here. 

Check-Up of Checks 

Arrow Publications have written 
to authors paid between Jan. 1, ’41 to 
Jan. 31, ‘47, to come in and inspect 
al) checks issued in their names, to 
see which are false and which okay. 
since “two of our editors have 
pleaded guilty of forgery of checks 
drawn to authors and artists who 
purportedly submitted material to 
the magazines published by us.” 

Company explains that it must 
make a detailed report to the federal 
and state governments so that tax 
check-up may be made. It is as- 
sumed, too, that check-up of authors 
will change the company status as 
regards taxes. 

Wilton Mathews. and Kenneth 
Hutchinson pleaded guilty to forgery 
and their date of sentencing was set 
for March 26. The blowoff came 
when a writer named Ford received 
a steicment that he had been paid 
sevcral thousands for mss. he had 
not sold to the magazines of Arrow 
Pubs. An examination of the books 
thus far has set $96,000, as _ the 
amount known to have .gone astray. 
Mrs. Luee’s 10G gift 


Ex-Congresswoman-author Clare 


Booth Luce, has donated the $10,000 | 


he received for a series of articles 
in McCall's on “Why I Joined the 


Catholic Church,” to a $100,000 Ne- | 


gro maternity hospital which will be 
constructed in Mobile, Ala. 

The Most Rev. T. J. Toolen, Bishop 
of Mobile, in making the announce- 
ment, also disclosed that Jock Whit- 
ney contributed $5,000 to the same 
hospital “by way of apology” for 
statements he made in a debate on 
religion with Mrs. Luce. 

Foreign Newsies In H'wood High 

Regardless of film quotas over- 
seas, the number of foreign cor- 
respondents in Hollywood has 
reached an all-time high and is still 
growing. Arch Reeve, secretary of 
the motion picture industry's pub- 
licity committee, disclosed that 78 
accredited columnists and reporters 
are currently thumping out news 
and views of doings in the Holly- 
wood studios. They are covering for 
140 syndicates, in addition to dailies, 
weeklies, monthlies and fan mags. 

Correspondents numbered 60 be- 
fore the war. a record at that time, 
and later dropped to 45. Now they 
are coming in from all sectors of 
the globe, except Russia, Germany, 
China, Japan and the Middle-Europe 


countries. 


Stokes Wins Clapper Award 
Thomas L. Stokes, political col- 
umnist for the United Features Syn- 
dicate, received the third annual 


jeral merchandising 
j; authored “Relax and Listen,” slated 


LITERATE 61 





| Raymona Clapper Memorial Award | 

in Washington Saturday night (1). | 

The scroll and $500 check were pre- 

sented to him by President Truman 
}at the annual dinner of the White 
| House Correspondents Assn. at the 
| Statler. Award carries on the mem- | 
lory of Clapper, who died in an air- 
plane crash during the war. Affair 
| also saw the induction of Felix Be- 
\lair, of the New York Times, as 
| president of the group. 

Friday night, in Washington, the 
Wendell L. Willkie Awards for Jour- 
nalism to outstanding representatives 
of the Negro press were presented 
by President Truman at the National 
Press Club Among the winners 
were: the Norfolk Journal and Guide. 
for the best example of public serv- 
ice contributing to greater enjoy- 
ment of the democratic way of life: 
Ralph Matthews, Washington cor- 
respondent of the Afro-American 
newspapers, for objective reporting, 
and William O. Walker, editor of the 
Cleveland Call and Post, for the best 
writing other than news reporting. 


Belair White House Head 

Felix Belair, Jr.. member of N. Y 
Times Washington staff, was elected 
president of the White House Corre- 

| spondents Assn. there Saturday (22). 
| He succeeds Edward F. Folliard of 
Washington Post 

Other winners were Paul Wooten. 
of New Orleans Times-Picayune, re- 
elected ecretary-treasurer; Ernest 
B. Vaccaro, AP, vice-president; Rob- 
ert G. Nixon, INS, executive com- 
mittee chairman; Joseph H. Short, 
Baltimore Sun, and Paul F. Healy, 
N. Y. Daily News, members of the 
exec committee, 

Assn.’s annual dinner to the Presi- 
dent will be held at the Statler next 
Saturday night 

Koussevitzky Plea Nixed 

In the first case of its kind in N. Y 
State, Serge Koussevitzky, conductor 
of the Boston Symphony orchestra, 
was denied an injunction to enjoin 
publication and distribution of his 
biography, “Koussevitzky” by Moses 
L. Smith, Justice Bernard Shientag 
of the N. Y. supreme court ruled that 
Koussevitzky’s life and accomplish- 

| ments were sufficiently in the pub- 
lic orbit to make him a figure of 
public interest. 

Koussevitzky declared that this 
unauthorized biography invaded his 
right to privacy. Court, however, | 
ruled that right of privacy does not 
apply tojan unauthorized biography 
of a public figure, unless treatment 
is novelized or fictional. Court de- 
clared the Smith tome did not fall 
into the fictional category. 

Torento Star Cuts Ad Space 

Because of current newsprint | 
shortage, the Toronto Daily Star, 

| Canada’s largest daily (300,000 circ.), | 
has advised theatre advertisers that | 
they must return to the wartime pol- | 
icy of a maximum of 600 lines daily | 

| per house. 

| Newspaper is turning down hun- | 
dreds of columns of display adver- | 
tising weekly but prefers to give the 

|} amusement industry as much of a| 

| break as possible. Believed that other | 

| Toronto dailies will follow the lead 
in space rationing. 





CHATTER 
| Orders for Laura Hobson's “Gentle- 
men's Agreement,” on the fourth day 
after publication, mounted to 75,000. 
David Brown new ed of Liberty. 
Edward Maher resigning, but will 
continue to contribute. e 
Matt Weinstock, L. A. News 
columnist, has “Los Angeles Inside | 
Ouc”’ upcoming via A. A. Wyn. 
Jack Hallstrom, RCA-Victor’s gen- 
manager, 


for April 10 publication by Rinehart. 
Tome deals with music for the lay- 
man. 

Maurice Zolotow sold the Sateve- | 
post a three-parter on Tallulah | 
Bankhead and another piece on tip- 
ping ‘cab drivers, waiters, etc.) for 
Cosmopolitan 

Josef Israels Il, Satevepost, Col- 
lier's and Newsweek correspondent 
in the Balkans (also quondam 
VarieTy mugg), was married to Ilon- 
ka Windisch on Dec. 28, 1946, in! 
Vienna. 

Harold Field. former executive 
editor for a series of boy’s mags 
published by Parents’ Institute, will 
resume work in mid-March on a 
“Ripley Believe it or Not” mag to be | 
published by Simon & Schuster. 

Script, a California weekly 
founded in 1929 by the late Rob 
Wagner, was sold by his widow to 
Ralph K. Davies and Robert L. 
Smith. Transfer of ownership goes 
into effect April 1. Smith is veepee 
and general manager of the Los} 
Angeles Daily News. Davies was a/' 
wartime director of the Federal} 
Government's, Petroleum Adminis- 
tration, 
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Hitching Post, March 2. 

The subject of love having taken a beating around Hollywood of late, I 
thought I ought to check on the starry-eyed couples floating down mid- 
stream. Five out of six marriages in Los Angeles end in divorce. Neo 
fooling. Last year there were 41,700 marriages and 35,731 divorces. Only 
141 divorces—not counting Laraine Day’s—were denied. 

So if there is anything that may shove soap operas deep into their own 
suds, it ought to be encouraged. The fission of “Life Can Be Beautiful,” 
“John’s Other Wife,” “Pepper Young's Family,” “Ma Perkins” and “When 
a Girl Marries” may rest on programs like “Hope Chest,” “Bride and 
Groom,” “Honeymoon In New York” and “Married For Life.” 

On “Glamour Manor” Don Wilson and Kenny Baker fenagle well-married 
This is about the lowest point in 
It plays an impor- 


couples into re-enacting their proposals 
The highest is “Bride and Groom.’ 
tant and lucrative part in at least 250 marriages a year and so far has a 
tine record of keeping them married The program reports only one 


these programs. 


divorce 

This is important because the program has been panned for commer- 
cializing marriage, as if that were a Actually, though a squad 
big enough to represent Notre. Dame on the gridiron has its hand in this 
program. none of them bears witness to the marriage itself. This is a pri- 
vate affair to which only the bride and groom and their friends and rela- 
tions are invited. 

Actually the producers of “Bride and Groom” are not even agents pro- 
vocateurs, let alone marriage brokers. They merely catch couples on their 
way to be married and give the kids production-value. They get about 
500 applications a week, out of which they have to select one couple for 
ach day's take, meaning 495 rejection slips a week. 


nove lty 


Formal Like a Clambake 


The invitations to the wedding reception are laid out in formal style, 


ith Messrs. Nelson, McElroy and the American Broadcasting Co. re- 
questing the honor of your presence at the wedding procession. Currently, 
the program has a full coast-to-coast hookup of 250 stations, broadcasting 


to the east from Hollywood at 12 o'clock and rebroadcasting by transcrip- 

tion for the west coast at 8. 

The day I caught the show the couple came from Australia and New 
Zealand, had met aboard ship and had learned enough about each other 
after three weeks to want to get married in America. They were the first 
couple where neither party had been an American, and returning with 
them to Australia were not only the bride’s trousseau, the memory of a 
plane trip to Las Vegas and a week at the Last Frontier hotel, with all 
expenses paid, but a set of sterling silver, a seven-foot refrigerator, a 
camera, a washing machine, luxury chairs and several other household 
items, not to forget a beautiful wedding ring 

Same Audience? Could be! 

That such largesse could do anything but extend the Good Neighbor 
policy of the late FDR, I doubt. Certainly at the wedding party 1 saw 
everybody was in the best of spirits, and the audience, which packed the 
room, was certainly better than you'd find packing courtrooms to catch 
details of the latest horror murder, or even the latest divorce action 

They were overwhelmingly women of mature years, and what few men 
there were, were obviously well-seasoned and obedient husbands. Alto- 
gether, out of 300, not more than half a dozen were unmarried, and they 
were there to catch the bridal bouquet. 

That the program is not confined merely to starry-eyed nobodies might 
be illustrated by the fact that the first show played host to a Navy flier 
named Grady Gean, whose bombing helped sink the Japanese dreadnaught, 
Yamato; Joe McGehee, the marine who planted the first flag of Iwo Jima, 
and Captain John Watts, Legion of Merit man for an invention vital to 
B-29s. A sightless couple, and a pair, both 75, who had met at the Town- 
send Club meeting and had decided to go the rest of the route together, 
were: also among the lucky pairs. 

Four of a Kind vs. a Pair 

The creators of this program are mostly Tom Breneman boys. They 
consist of Jack Reddy, who manages the show and used to be with CBS 
as a top feature writer; Jack Nelson, who m.c.'s the show; Jack McElroy, 
who does the spieling and the singing, and Jack Masterson, who preduces 
it. Masterson and Nelson both spent some years with Breneman and have 
many of his mannerisms and much of his production technique. It was 
figured no matter how handsome the young couple might be, four jacks 
could always beat a pair. Or two pairs, for that matter. 

Nelson is, of course, much handsomer than Breneman, and even if that 
seems like faint praise, he has a smoother way of handling people. Ac- 
tually, quizzing people unfamiliar with radio is a nervous business at best, 
but when it is within minutes of their getting married, you can imagine 
how hard it is on the m.c. to keep the pretty kettle of fish from boiling over 
and scalding the entire audience. As one groom expressed it, “I feel as if 
I just swallowed a golfball.” J. Nelson, the m.c., a former naval lieutenant 
himself, father of twins, bills himself now as “the second best man” at the 
daily wedding. 

In the early days the program received a lot of panning, but it has 
smoothed out its routine so well that it’s difficult to brush it off any longer 
as “the bad-taste derby.” 

Fred Allen’s crack, “The lovely bride is regal in a flouncing double- 
breasted mother hubbard of stained cheesecloth with an organdy belt 
drooping in the back, and peeping through the cheesecloth we see my lady 
is wearing lavender herringbone puttees, while over her shoulder is a bear 
cloth, courtesy of I. J. Fox,” won't stand up on a retake. 

Mr. Allen Reporting 

Bill Moise, of the Portland Oregonian, cracked, “At first glance, the 
dimly-lit room with graceful candelabra set among white chrysanthemums 
looks like some stiff is going to get buried,” but actually, even where mar- 
riage is a sacrament, the general atmosphere between a marriage 
and a funeral is not so far apart, and the program certainly is several 
cuts above those where characters get squirted with seltzer water or have 
eagles, using their shoulders as a rest room. (Ah, there, Mr. Allen!) 

Nelson keeps the conversation very clean and he stresses that no ques- 
tion of his, if it is not as innocent as he intends it, is to be answered. Of 
course, he cannot always tell if the answers are going to be that innocent 
For instance, he asked one groom where he was when he proposed. 
“Lying on the lawn with my girl,” replied the groom. 

“I get the picture,” said Nelson, trying hard to cover. “You were lying 
on your back on the lawn, gazing up at tRe blue sky and the clouds.” 

“No, I couldn't see the sky,” corrected the guy, “my girl was in the way.” 
The gifts, including the plane rides, strangely enough, are donated. They 

average around $1,000 a couple. 

Though it may be argued as irrelevant in a divorce-ridden town like 
L. A., all the “Bride and Groom” hustlers are one-take happily married 
boys. They all went to school together at Gonzaga, where Bing Crosby 
also “studied,” as the phrase goes. Nelson and Crosby, in fact, started to 
be attorneys. 

Sponsered By Aspirin 

There must be something about Gonzaga. for Nelson too is a fast talker. 
In fact, Nelson has a claim in for 438 wotds a minute. Masterson got him 
on the Breneman. show in 1940 as the announcer. It was under this canopy 
that the Four Horsemen cooked up “Bride and Groom.” 

Sterling Drugs sponsors the program. The boys plug Bayer aspirin, 
and Phillips toothpaste. The commercials are given in another room from 
the wedding feast so that only those listening on the air know about them 
at all. 

Come to think of it, tying aspirin and matrimony may be the secret of 
the program's success. The day I caught it on the air we were brought 
down to earth immediately after the wedding by a spot announcement 
which told us to see “Child of Divorce” now playing at the Marcal theatre. 

We were back in the City of Fallen Angels. 
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OBITUARIES 


BEN WEBSTER 
Ben Webster, 82, stage and screen 
etor for 60 years, died Feb. 26 in 
ollywood, following an operation. 
At his deathbed was his wife, Dame 
May Whitty. 
Scion of 
family which dated back to the 18th | 
century, Webster became an actor in 
1887 as a protege of Sir Henry Irv- 
ing, and toured with Ellen Terry, 


Mrs. Patrick Campbell and other 
English stage notables. In his long 
career he appeared in more than 


150 productions of plays by Shakes- | 
Shaw and James M. Barrie. 


peare, 





IN MEMORIAM 
JAMES M. BRENNAN 


RKO Theaire executive, who 
died Tuesday, February 26, 
1946, will be remembered by 
his RKO friends and associates 
with an Anniversary Mass to 
be celebrated at St. Patrick's 
Cathedral (The Lady Chapel) 
on Thursday, March 6 at 9 a.m. 
| SEE? GLP EL EL ELLIOTT ITE FTO 
His last legit effort was in “Young | 
Mr, Disracli,” on Broadway in 1937. | 
Webster’s first film role was in 
“Enoch Arden,” starring Gertrude | 
Lawrence, in 1914. His last was in | 
“Lassie Come Home” at Metro. 
Surviving. in addition to his wi- 


dow, is a daughter, Margaret, legit | theatre in Queens for five years, | caused 


actress-director, in New York. 





DAVID DUDLAH 
David Wiliford Kelly, 55, known 
professionally as David MDudlah, | 


slingshot marksman, died Feb. 26 at} 
his home in Memphis. 


a noted British stage | 


| Loew's for 36 years. 


1923, going through the ranks from 
assistant director to directer to pro- 
duction manager to associate pro- 
ducer with Katzman, an indie releas- 
ing through Columbia. . 

Widow, mother, two brothers and 
three sisters survive. 





FRANK H. BELCHER 
Frank H. Belcher, 78, former actor | 
and singer, died at Brentwood, L. L, 
Feb, 27. 


Born in San Francisco, he studied 


music in Milan, Italy, and upon his 


return to the U. S. appeared in con- 
certs and operettas on the Coast. He 
later toured with Jefferson De An- 
gelis in “Emerald Isle” and for sev- 
eral seasons appeared with the Bos- 
ton Opera Co. His last stage appear- 
ance was some years ago in a re- 


| vival of “The Chocolate Soldier.” He 
|had been a member of The Lambs 
| for 43 years and upon retiring from 
'the stage had been in the cigar busi- 


ness. 
Survived by widow. 





DAVID W. FRIEDLANDER 
David W. Friedlander, 61, manage) 


| of Loew’s 42nd Street theatre, N. Y.. 
| died after a heart attack in his office 
| at the theatre on March 2. 

| services will be held today 


Funeral | 
(Wed.) 
at one p.m., at the Riverside Chapel. 
76th street and Amsterdam avenue. 
Friedlander was associated with 
He started as 
an asst. manager at the Lincoln 
Square. He later served as manager 
at a number of Loew theatres. He 
was manager of Loew's Woodside | 
until transferred to the 42nd Street | 
theatre. 
Survived by 
daughter. 


widow, son and} 





VIRGIL I, BINGHAM 
Virgil I. Bingham, 36, blind pian- 


San Francisco during the 1906 earth- 
quake. 





LOCIE SZABO 
Locie Szabo, 74, blind violinist, 
died in Chicago after a heart attack. 
He had been w.k. figure of Chicago 
night life for the past 40 years. 


'Symphory orch and also conducted 
in Hungary, - 





ALBERT W. HALE 
Albert W. Hale, 65, director of 
silent films, died Feb. 25 in. Holly- 
wood after a long illness. 
In an earlier era he turned 
more than 500 films and at one time 
directed Mary Pickford. 





out 


LOU REAL 

Lou Real, 63, former vaude and 
burlesque actor, best known as a 
member of the Empire City Four, 
died Feb. 25 in Los Angeles. | 

For the last four years he had 
been bandmaster for Borrah Mine- 
vitch. 





FELIX A. JENKINS 
Felix A. Jenkins, 57, secretary and 
member cf board of 20th-Fox. died in 
Montclair, N. J., March 4. 
Further details in Pictures sec- 
tion, 


DOROTHY VANEONE 


are 
vaude shows and with a: troupe in 





L.A. Video 


Continued from page 1 


J. Meyberg Co., viewed special tests 
| put on by Don Lee and. Paramount 
‘and got the old razz-mah-tazz from 
| visiting. Camden brass. They failed 


Prior to blindness at the age of |to state the number of sets they | by which he splits income 
| 26 he was a member of the Budapest | will have on hand—though circu-| with the Custodian after 


lating under-the-carpet talk of 1,500 
|for the big event—which is trade- 
estimated at closer to 800. And 


| they’ll have to hypo their program | 


aplenty, according to insiders, to get 
that 15,000 here by year’s end. 

But all the talk is certainly giving 
video a boost—almost equal to that 
of the downtown blast disaster of a 











KTLA’s 4-Sponsor Preem 


Hollywood, March 4 

Television Productions’ KTLA, 
now without any sponsors, will 
pick up four bagkrollers coin- 
cident with “T-Day” next Mon- 
day (10). Besides a special RCA 
cooperative dealers’ show for the 
week, station has signed with 
LeRoy Jewelers, Sears Roebuck 
and Anatole Robbins. Latter is 
a cosmetics firm for which the 
Bergen-Cunning outfit will pro- 
duce. 

U. S. Navy. meanwhile, 
awarded TP, a Paramount 


has 


SUD- 





Dorothy Vaneone, 76, London oper- 
etta star, died in London, March 4. 
She had appeared in a series of Gil- 
bert and Sullivan operettas. 





Wife, 48, of Clifford Almy, Far 
Eastern supervisor for Warners, died 


Feb. 27 in Hollywood after illness | 


by rigors of a Japanese 
prison camp in Manila during the 


| war, 





Father, 80, of Jack Kirsch, prez 
of Allied Theatres of Illinois, Inc., 
died in Chicago March 1. Also sur- 
vived by widow, three daughters 


Dudlah, or Keily, took up the | ist, died in Kansas City Feb. 28. He and another son. 


slingshot as a youth. He became so 
good that he was booked as an act. 

He had appeared on Hobby Lobby, | 
was featured in John Hix’s “Strange | 
as It Seems,” cartoon strip, and in| 
many national ads, was the subject | 
of a film short and numerous news- | 
reels. Usually, however, he played 
the small-town fairs, carnivals and | 


theatres. | 
shattering 
light bulbs held in the mouth of an} 


His specialty included 





had just returned to Kansas City 
the week before to begin an engage- 
in Fond Memory 
Of My Dear Pal 


HAL HALPERIN 
ERWIN BARG 





Julius Eeclan, 73, former cantor 
and composer and father of Alfred 
Santell, film producer-director, died 
March 1 at his home in Tarzana, Cal. 





Foldes of RKO 
dept., died in 


Father of Peggy 
| Theatres’ publicity 
New York Feb. 20. 


| 





Father, 73, of Lillian Alpert, book- 
'er for Howard theatre, Washington, 


assistant without harming the aide, | ment in the Omar Room of the Con- | died in New York Feb. 25. 


hitting beans thrown in the air by 
spectators an average of eight times 
out of 10, exploding cartridges tossed 
into the air, shooting a cigaret from 
his wife’s lips first with rifile and 
then with slingshot. -He had retired 
in 1942 because of ill health, his 
final public appearance taking place 
at Parkin, Ark. 

Widow and daughter survive. 





HENRY B. TOOMER 

Henry B. Toomer, 67, retired legit 
and vaude actor, died after a heart 
attack at Lake Charles, La., recent- 
ly. Since retirement from show 
business some years ago, he had 
been in real estate and_insur- 
ance business. 

He was born in Pearlington, Miss., 
and after completing his education 


at Tulane Univ. embarked on a stage 
After appearing in various 
stock companies and traveling le- | 
gits. he diverted to vaude in which 
he appeared for many years, head- 
He had 
been a standard act on the Keith 
After retire- | 
several 
realty communities on Long Island. 


career. 


ing his own comedy skits. 


and Orpheum circuits. 
ment he had developed 


Survived by son. 





CHARLES LIVESAY 
Charles Livesay, 36, stage 


Starting as a_ théatrical 
agent in New Orleans, 
mo: later to Washington, 
and eventually to the west 
where he publicized Los 
legit houses for several 


tinental hotel in that city. 

His first work as an entertainer 
was with the team of Bingham & 
Wells on station WDAF, in 1927. 
For several years he played club 
and radio dates in the Kansas City 
area. From 1938 to 1941 he was 


tion WHB. 
Surviving are widow and five sis- 
ters. 





MAX MAUREY 

Max Maurey, 76, manager of the 
Theatre des Varieties, Paris. died at 
Neuilly, Feb. 27, after a long ill- 
ness. He had managed the theatre 
since shortly after the first World 
War. He was also author of many 
| Diays. some of which are still on 
the Francaise rep, and 
Grand Guignol one-acters. 

Together with Alphonse Franck, 
with whom he _ had previously 
fought a sensational duel, he was a 
co-founder of the Theatre des Ca- 
pucine’s, now’ Mitiy Goldin’s. 





and 
screen publicist, was killed Feb. 27 
in a motor crash near Burbank, Cal. 

press 
Livesay 
a <I 
coast 
Angeles 
years, in! 


FRANK HALLIGAN 
Frank Halligan, 56, former legit 
| company manager and theatre treas- 
|urer, died on the Coast Feb. 26 of a 
brain tumor. He had been ill on and 
|off for 10 years and was operated 
upon a number of times. 

During the first World War Halli- 
gan was in the Canadian 
Corps. While a boxoffice man, he 
was treasurer at the original Cen- 
tury theatre, N. Y. 





MIRIAM REISNER 
Miriam Reisner, wife 


addition to traveling in advance of | (Chuck) Reisner, film director, died 


road shows. 

Three years ago he entered the 
film business as unit man for 20th- 
Fox. At the time of his death he 
was publicity director for Sol M. 
Wurtzel's independent company. 

Surviving are his widow arn? a 
young daughter. 

MEL DE LAY 

Mel DeLay, 47, associate producer 
to Sam Katzman. collapsed on lo- 
cation with “The Vigilantes” Monday 


Columbus, O., 


lof a heart ailment at her home in 
, Laguna Beach, Cal., March 2. 
to marriage she had been known on 
the musical comedy stage as Miriam 
Hope. 
ed their 30th wedding anniversary. 
Besides husband, a son, Dean, film 
writer, also survives. 
FRANK M. ROSS 
Martin Ross, 66. stage man- 
the RKO Palace Theatre, 
since its opening in 


Fra: 


ager ot 


(3) near Saugus, Calif, and was pro- | 1926, died in that city Feb. 24. He 


He entered films as an actor in 


nounced dead frem heart attack upon j entered show business as a stage- | 
at Community Hospital in Newhall. | hand at the age of 18. 


Later he worked with traveling 


staff pianist and arranger for Sta- | 


numerous | 


Flying 


of Charles | 
Prior | 


Couple had recently celebrat- | 





| Willard Van Enger, 45, cameraman 
| at Warners for 20 years, died Feb. 22 
| in Hollywood, 





MARRIAGES 


| New York, Feb. 17. 
‘ber of the Bower 
| team; groom is 


Bride is mem- 
Sisters, vaude 
former producer, 


sidiary, a special certificate of 
achievement for “outstanding 


services rendered to naval per- 
sonnel during the war” by 
KTLA, via the installation ol 


tele receivers in naval hospitals. 








week ago that was a regrettable, 
| though God-sent needle for the me- 
‘dium. In the words of one operator 
| who gauged the result from calls 
| after Lee and Par filmed and live- 
| showed the aftermath, “it sold tele- 
| vision to the public.” Viewers were 


’ 


plainly “wowed” with the silver | 
i platter treatment of the news in| 
|their parlors, and trade here sees 
| wildly stimulated interest, further 


hypoed with the “T-Day” bally with 
RCA, of course, carrying the ball. 
It’s estimated that 10,000 people saw 
‘the telecast at one time or another 
and terrific word-of-mouth followed. 

Atwater Kent will toss a 
next Monday (10) night to name 
singer Jane Harvey “Miss Televi- 
sion.” Mayor Fletcher Bowron has 
already proclaimed the day and 
week, and admitted hope is that 
ithis “T-Day” will surpass all pre- 
ceding events across the country, 
guiding geniuses taking stock of 
,errors and shortcomings elsewhere. 
|} Paramount will air many commer- 
| cials, it’s stated, and after ‘“T-Day” 
| will have a healthy slew of them 
| regularly. 


soiree 


Marion Bower to Frank Cosgrove, | 















‘Bel Ami’ | 


‘now connected with “Ice-Time” at | 


| Center theatre, N. Y. 

| Edith Ina Wilkins’ to Gordon Hol- 
ley, Manhasset, L. L, March 2. 

|Groom is member of “Icetime” at 

| Center theatre, N. Y. 

| Elizabeth Reinke t6 Walter 

| Beemer, Los Angeles, Feb. 24. Bride 

|and groom are jugglers. 

Betty Jo Riley to Charles Bennett 

| Beverly Hills, Cal., Feb. 26. Groom 

| is a screen writer. 


Chicago, March 1. Groom is secre- 
_ tary of the Filmack Trailer Corp. 

| Alice Coburn to Bernie Davis, New 
| York, Feb. 23. Groom is radio actor. 


| Jan Webster to Robert Light, 
Yuma, Ariz., Feb..27. Bride is a 
screen actress; groom a= screen- 
wright. 


Edith Barbara Davis to Francis 
| DeVerter, Harrisburg, Pa., Feb. 28. 
|Groom is manager of Fabian’s Rio 
| theatre in that city. 





BIRTHS 


| Mr. and Mrs. William 
| New York, Feb. 27. 


Keene, son, 


actor. 
Mr. and Mrs. Will McLaughlin, 
daughter, Ottawa, Feb. 26. Father 


| is drama editor and critic of Ottawa 
Evening Journal. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe McCaffrey. son, 
Washington, Feb. 28. Father is a 


news reporter for WTOP, Wash- 
ington. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Loder, son, 
| Hollywood, March 1. Father is 
| screen actor; mother is Hedy La- 
; marr. 


Mr. and Mrs. Sey Roman, son, New 


York, Feb. 26. - Father is with 
Columbia Pictures h.o. exploitation 
| dept. 

Mr. and Mrs. Phillips H. Lord, 


| daughter, New York, Feb. 25. Father 
‘is radio producer. 


Dousthea Fein to Bernard Mack, | 


Father is radio | 


Continued from page 1 = 


Joseph Scheinman last year. Pic 
was banned by the Allied Quadri- 
partite Control Commission from 
|showing-in Austria, but since the 
'U. S. has recognized the government 
|of that country for more than a 
|}year, there is legally no way for 
the State Department to stop regu- 
lar commercial deals with Austrian 
nationals, 

Forst’s “Bel Ami” is even more 
|disturbing to United Artists and 
| producers Albert Lewin and David 
| Loew than it is to the French, since 
| they are just about to send into re- 
lease their own version of the Guy 
de Maupassant story under the same 
| title. It has become particularly dis- 
| turbing since last week, when the 
|'N. Y. Daily News, the only paper 
| which chose to review the German 
film, gave it four stars. As a result 
|}of the exuberant notice, Vitalis L. 
Chalif, Scheinman’s attorney, said 
| plans were being pushed to make a 





| lip synchronization version in Eng- | 


lish. 

No $75,000 Offer 

| Loew-Lewin reps maintain that 
Scheinman’s only interest in pushing 
|the film is to force them to buy it 
up in order to avoid confusion. They 
say that it was offered to them for 
$75,000. Chalif vehemently 
any such move has been made. In 


fact, he maintains, Joseph Borkin, | 


|L-L attorney, first approached him 


with such a plan. The only indica- | 


tion whatsoever that he made of a 
rapprochement, Chalif said. 
wire last October 
the parties sit ¢ 
the matter of th 


uggesting that 
anel 


’ Similar pix. 
Aside from einman, 
who runs the ¢€ re and 
Casino Film Excha rkville, 
is distributing 88 <¢ films 
which have been license, im by 


denies | 


was a 


talk over | 


the Alien Property Custodian. These 
are part of a batch of 113 pix seized 
by the Custodian in this country at 
the beginning of the war. ‘ 
Pix were screened by censors of 
the New York Board of Review 
with 14 withheld because of propa. 
ganda content and 99 okayed. Of 
| the 99, Scheinman got 88 in a deal 


evenly 





expenses 
|are taken out. (Scheinman brought 
| down the wrath of the B'nai B'rith 
|and other Jewish organizations be- 
fore the war because of his insist. 
ence, despite the fact that he was a 
| Jew, on distributing German pix of 
dubious character propaganda-wise. 
His background was apparently 
okayed, however, in a check made 
by the Alien Property Custodian be- 
fore the latter's films were licensed 
to him last year.) 

Scheinman got the “Bel Ami” tilm 
from Forst during a tour of Europe 
last summer. Forst produced, wrote, 
directed and acted in the film 

Still further complicating the 
“Bel Ami” situation is another 
claimant of the Forst film and actu- 
ally the holder of the copyright in 
Washington. That's Levinson-Finney 
Enterprises in Los Angeles. They 
are threatening Scheinman with le- 
gal action, but he claims his deal 
with Forst gives him all U. S. rights. 





Se 


| Medical Tele 


Continued from page 








| techniques than they could get from 
| watching the operations from the 
| usual spot in the gallery. To date, 
| RCA has received requests for fur- 
ther information from 15 different 
| hospitals and .medical_ schools 
! throughout the country, with sev- 
| eral of the surgeons in attendance 
at the demonstration predicting it 
would affect the construction of op- 
|} erating amphitheatres in the future. 
RCA used two standard Imace 
Orthicons for the experiment, which 
was conducted on a closed 
Via coaxial cable. One camera was 
suspended on a light fixture directly 
above the operating table, with the 
lens framed by adhesive tape to fo- 
cus directly on the area of 
tion. Camera was pre-set to work 
automatically. Standby camera, with 


circuit 


opera- 


an operator, was stationed in the 
gallery and equipped with a tele- 
photo lens for closeup shots. RCA 


installed 10 receivers, including two 
large-screen projection sets, in the 
adjacent room where the operations 
| were witnessed by the medical view- 
ers. 

Equipment was installed Wednes- 
day night and a dry-run test was 
conducted Thursday, with the cam- 
era picking up actual operations but 
no viewers present. Cameras then 
recorded three operations” Friday 
and one the following morning, with 
reception reportedly very clear and 
|detailed. Tests were directed by 
Richard Hooper and Norman Bean 
8 Stuff in Cuioden, N. J. 


| Weber & Fields 


Continued from page 1 = 


at 73, and Weber died in Holly- 
| wood nine months iater at 74. Story 
_in the May 13, 1942, issue of Variety, 
| which carried Weber's obituary, de- 
\clared that “Weber went to the 
|Coast five years ago (in 1937) in 
| hopes that with both himself and his 
| partner, Lew Fields, in Hollywood, 
|his lifelong ambition would be re- 
|alized. He arrived at a time when 
{the biographical film was in favor. 

But though many musical biogs 
| were made, the Weber and Fields 
/yarn, which had been written and 
presented to several studios, was 
never filmed.” 

Yarn bought by Metro was penned 
by Wesley Stout, Satevepost staffer, 
in association with Felix Isman, 
former w.k. New York realtor and 
at one time business manager (tor 
the Dutch comedians’ team, Stout 
had written a story on the pair that 
ran in the Post several years ago. 
Price paid by Metro for the yarn 
has not been disclosed. Proposed 
| film would be another in the current 
|series of biop!x. 

Weber & Fields played themselves 
in a bit sequence in “Lillian Rus- 
'sell.” turned out by 20th-Fox 39 
1940. 


ee. a 


Joe E. Balks on Song 


Joe E. Lewis has notified Eddie 
| Stone, bandleader at the Glass Hat 
| of the Belmont Plaza hotel, N. Y.. 














stop using the song, “There's an Aw- 
Lot of Falsies in Bra es 

+m . " roa S v 

fune was written tor wew! b} 


| Buddy Arnold. 
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Broadway 


Irving Berlin due in from the 
Coast next week. 

Vinton Freedley off to Bimini to 
fish for three weeks. 

Frank and May Wirth have pur- 
chased a house in Florida. 

George P. Murphy is managing 
Duffy’s Tavern, the proprietor being 
south. 

Ruth and Leopold’ Friedman 
(Loew's) to Hot Springs, Ark., for 
the cure. 

Jack Dempsey among the bidders 
for the now de-alcoholized Long- 
champs chain. 

Henry O'Neill terminated Metro 
contract to stay with touring “State 


of the Union” company. 

Clifford. C. Fischer back from | 
Paris where he sojourned the past 
year and five months 

Clarence Gaskill, the bard of 


Staten Island’s latest ditty, “I'd Love 
to Be a Baby Sitter.” 

Songsmith Ted Mossman 
for Coast today (Wed.) for 
month stay 

John Golden’s fourth annual Golden 
Auditions to be supervised again by 
S. Jay Kaufman. 

Wesley Addy replaced Leo Gann 
in “Another Part of the Forest.” 
latter going to the Coast. 

Arthur Pine, Broadway p.a., con- 
ducting a course in publicity at 
CCNY Tuesday and Thursday nights, 

American Actors’ Co. to present 


leaves 
three- 


four one-act plays by Tennessee Wil- | 


liams at Weidman Studio Sunday (9). 

Bert Wheeler subbing for Jackie 
Gleason during the latter's illness at 
Billy Rose’s Diamond Horseshoe 
Milton Berle filled in the first night. 

Fred Astaire giving a showbiz 
pitch to opening of his new dance 
studios with a press preview Thurs- 


day (6). 


weekly options. 

Ben Blue and Ben Lessy dickering 
for Copacebana engagement. 

Cary Grant due in town for visit 
on way to Caribbean holiday. 

Vagabonds a big click at Clover 
Club and renewed through March. 

Hal Fisher, current at Latin Quar- 
| ter, will play the N. Y. branch in 
} April. 
| Roy Cropper, former musicomedy 
tenor, now associated with Venetian 
| hotel 
| Charlie Carlisle and Myron Cohen 
| held over for new show at Kitty 
| Davis’. 
| Lois Lee plays fourth return en- 
gagement at Hollywood Beac) hotel. 
March 12. 

Lisa Kirk into Ben Gaines Black- 
amoor Room, joining Bob Dixon 
and Mel Murray 

Eddie ‘Davis hypoing biz at Palm 
Beach’s Leon and Eddie with late 
impromptu shows 

Hinson Stiles, N. Y. Mirror manag- 
ing ed, and the missus in Palm 
Beach for vacation 

Ritz brothers being set for Sep- 
tember Latin Quarter (N.Y.) en- 
gagement by Lou Walters. 

Bill Miller gandering acts for his 
Riviera (N.J.), with bids out for 
Harry Richman and Sophie Tucker. 

Joe’s Stone Crabs, favorite eatery 
with visiting and playing 
hereabouts, will remain open through 
| April. 
| Copacabana = may stay open 
ithrough March if suitable attraction 





can be found to follow Mickey 
Rooney 
Willie Howard and Al Kelly into 


| Kitty Davis’ show. Makes third club 
he’s played here this season, open- 
jings at Beachcomber and following 
|into Latin Quarter. 

Sam (Five O'Clock Club) Barken 


Harry Kosiner. sales chief for Ed- | elected prez of Florida Supper Club 


; lie Assn, with 
, Sm: : . ' . | ASSN 

ward Small Productions, to Florida | Davis treasurer. Paul Bruun, amuse- 
10-day va- | 


| ment columnist of Sun-Star remains 


today 
eash. 

Maurice Bergman back at his desk 
f Universal following nwvenir of | 


(Wednesday) fo1 


rom a damaged hip,-souvenir of a 
tangle with a horse. 


J. P. McEvoy came to New York | 


for a quickie to meet son Dennis of 


the Tokyo Reader's Digest staff and | 


hence back to his Havana hideout. 


Arthur Hopkins and Lee Simonson 


signed by Albert McCleery for Ford- 


ham Univ. summer theatre coming 
season. 

Melvyn Douglas playing lead in 
“Our Town,” current attraction in 


English at Teatro Americano, Mex- 
ico City. 

Emmett Callahan, presently back 
with “Lady Winderrmere’s Fan,” ap- 
——— g.m. for Lewis & Young, 

oast producers. 


Kay Puckley out of Leroy hosp | 


following appendectomy, during 


which time Pat Leslie understudied | 
| 


her in “Burlesque.” 

Lawrence Stallings back in action 
oe Coast scripting “The World in 

is Arms,” for Sam Wood (Inter- 
wood. Productions). 

Preem appearance of Maurice Che- 
valier in the U. S. will be at the As- 
sociated Motion Picture Advertisers 
luncheon Thursday (6) at Town Hall 
Club. 

Paulette Goddard and Burgess 
Meredith in town prior to departure 
on Queen Elizabeth Friday (7) for 
England, where they'll each appear 
in a picture for Sir Alexander Korda. 


Louis Untermeyer to make prese~'' 9F 


tations of Annual -Recurdla? | 20a 
Awards, kudosing best disks of °46 
in pop and longhair fields, at Plaza 
dinner March 10. 
Lillian Jenkins, Madison Square 
Garden publicity director, gifted with 
new car from groom-to-be Fred 
odesta, assistant to Ned Irish, Gar- 
den's exec veepee. They'll be wed in 
May. . 
Sardi’s restaurant now carrying 
elaborate list of current legit attrac- 
tions, with curtain times, etc., on 
back cover of menus, a la the Hotel 
Astor which inaugurated the idea 
seasons ago. ; 
John 5. McCullough, of Motion 
Picture Assn. conservation depart- 
ent, back from middlewest, where 
e inspected exchange centers. He’s 
inch-hitting while Arthur S. Dick- 
son, head of department, is con- 
ned to his home by illness. 
Harriet Kaplan, who recently re- 
signed from William Cahn office, has 
oined Paula Stone-Michael Sloane 
roductions to head script sector 
and be an associate producer. May 
ultimately head the S&S Hollywood 
office. : 
Casual research into the original 


legit cast of “Three Men on a Horse” | 


(1935), wherein Sam Levene, Teddy 
Hart, Shirley Booth and Edith Van 
Cleve (now MCA legit agent), were 
cast prominents, discloses that the 
“Al” character was played by one 
Garson Kanin. 


Miami Beach 
By Larry Solloway 
Colonial Inn closing March 15. 
Irene Castle in town for annual 
Visit. 
Ann Crosby added to show at Bar 
of Music. 
Jan Bart 
March 18. 
DeCastro Sisters clicking at the 
Clover Club. 
B. S. Pully and Gump into Famous 
Door this week. 
Joey Adams set for spring date at 
San Francisco Copa. 
Sophie Tucker-Harry 
Jackie Miles show held ov 


into. Olympia theatre 


Danny (Kitty Davis’) 
as exec secretary. 
Palm Springs 
By Hank Goldenberg 
Hal Wallace squinting in the sun 
while strolling on main stem. 
Jack Benny sashaying down the 
street to the delight of the tourists. 


| Rudy Vallee left here for two 
| weeks’ engagement at Last Frontier 


| 


| hotel, Las Vegas. 
| Raymond Hatton has named his 
45-acre ranch, “Rancho Paradise, 


complete with snakes. 

All night spots doing capacity and 
|it’s a turmaway every night at the 
| Clover and 139 Clubs. 

Harold Fitzgerald. president, Fox- 
| Midwesco Theatres, sunning at the 


Colonial House with his missus. 
| Flying down from Hollywood for 
a day in the sun: Edgar Bergen, 


Veronica Lake and Andre de Toth, 
Gene Tierney and sister, Pat. 


At Strebe’s Doll House: Mr. and 
Mrs. Lou Costello. Mr. and Mrs. 
Francis Bateman, Charles Skouras 
and Cullen Espy, Vince Barnett. 

Others in and out during the past 
week: Sally Eilers, Rosie Dolly, Mr. 
and Mrs. Eddie Zabel, Bonita Gran- 
ville and husband (Jack Wrather). 

Dining at the Racquet Club: Rosa- 
lind Russell and husband, Freddie 
isson; Paul and Daisy Lukas, Bill 
iid Diana Powell, Charlie and Vir- 
inia Farrell, Spencer Tracy, and 

rs. Howard Hawks. 

Other prominents basking in the 
sunshine: John Roosevelt. Edward 
Small, Mr. and Mrs, Mike Lyman, 
Mrs. J. Carrol] Naish, Dick Haymes, 
Marc Platt. Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Howard (Andrea Leeds). 





Washington 


By Florence 8. Lowe 

Spyros Skouras-here past week to 
attend Embassy tea hypoing Greek 
War Relief. 

Local show biz 
ing in plans for 
nial celebration skedded 

Delmonicos, one of town’s class 
niteries, latest casualty of slump 
here, with owners shopping for a 
buyer. . 

Kay .Kayser and rie Pi a 
Carroll, here to attend N. Carolina 
Democratic Club dinner, guests of 
solons at lunch on Capitol ill. 

Fred Waring, here for a concert 
past Monday (3). did his ayem 
broadcasts over NBC Monday and 
Tuesday for student body of local 
high school. 

Veterans’ Housing Center saved 
from a shutdown at llth hour by 
local Variety Club tent, which pro- 
vided funds for interim until Con- 
gress can act on appropriation. 

Entire student body and faculty 
of Jefferson Jr. High, Al Jolson’s 
alma mater, were guests of brother 
George Jolson and Columbia's Sam 

alanty on opening of “The Jolson 
tory” here. es 

Autographed “shooting script” of 
“Henry V,” plus print of film and 
production stills, presented to D.C.’s 
famed Folger Shakespeare Library 
Monday (3) as gift of producer-star 
Laurénee Olivier. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Niles ; 
| trekked here to attend NAB prexys 
jand Mrr Tustin Miller's dinner hon- 


eople participat- 
.C.’s sesqui-centen- 
or 1950. 
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Beachcomber unti] March 15, with | 


talent | 


Trammel | 


London 


| 
Actor A. Bromley Davenport left | 


over $100,000. 


| Arts Theatre Co. back after 6,000 
| mile continental tour. 

Elsie Beyer, general manager for 
H. M. Tennent for years, is rumored 
as leaving shortly. 

Zoltan Varkonyi, director of the 
Hungarian Artists’ Theatre, is here 
to study the British theatre. 

Edmund Lloyd Williams, former 
director and one of the founders of 
the Gramophone Co., which was 
eventually absorbed by His Master's 
Voice, left over $2,500,000 


Harold Norman diea of injuries 
sustained a month ago in a too- 
realistic stage duel while playing 
title role in “Macbeth” with Oldham 
Repertory Co., Oldham. Lancashire 

Diana Ward, only American 
woman who operates a_ drinking 
club in London the Cocoa-Nut 
Grove, recently made stage oO 
back and is off to tour Switzerland | 
and Italy April 

“The Shephard Show” at Prince: 
will be replaced March 12 by “Peace 
Comes to Peckham,” comedy by the 
author of the suecess*ul “Worm’s 


Eye View” which was tried out at 
the Embassy some months ago 
Although sanctioned by the Minis- 
try of Fuel, a scheme to help actors 
seeking work by issuing a_ hand- 
produced bulletin by The Stage had 
to be abandoned. Only daily national 


papers at the moment are being 
printed. : 
Ann Casson married fellow Old 


Vie player Douglas 
Chelsea, Feb. 17. She is a daughter 
of Sybil Thorndike and Sir Lewis 
Casson, and made a hit some time 
ago in her mother’s role of Shaw’s 
“Saint Joan.” 

Charles B. Cochran has taken a 
partner for his next production, 
“Bless the Bride,” which is expected 
to open at the Adelphi some time in 
April. He is Lord Tony Vivian, for 
many years associated with George 
Elliot’s publicity office. 

Geoffrey Cooper, Socialist 

responsible for the present 
|bribery investigation, invited 40 
|bandleaders to discuss their BBC 
| troubles. He promised that he will 
| do his utmost to obtain fair treat- 
|} ment for them on the air. 

Charles Cochran, who has 
scouting Paris for femme 
his new show “Bless the Bride” 

| without success, has turned part 

| over to Betty Paul, half French, and 

|formerly femme stooge of Vic Oliver. 
In private life she is Mrs. Hartley 

| Power. 

| Prince Littler 


Campbell in 


M, P. 
BBC 


been 
lead in 


and Tom Arnold 
have gone into the shipping biz. 
| They have just acquired the En- 
| chantress from the 
| After alterations, she will hold 1,000 
passengers and it’s hoped to run her 
|}as pleasure boat between England 
}and Belgium. 


Philadelphia 
By Si Shaltz 
Bill Galleher, KYW educational 





| 
| director, back at desk after long 
| illness. 

Dick Thomas, author of “Sioux 


City Sue,” was guest on WFIL “Hay- 
loft Hoedown.” 

John Robert Powers was in town 
last week for graduation at Philly 
Powers School. 

Rupe Werling, WIBG production 
manager, will teach a new radio 
course at Columbia Institute. 

Bili Campbell, WCAU sports di- 
rector, leaves March 8 to cover Phil- 
lies and Athletics training camps in 
Florida. 

Joey Kearns orch has been booked 
for the Philadelphia Press Photog- 
raphers Ball, May 3, at the Benjamin 
Franklin. 


have a. “Mr. and Mrs.” show over 
WFIL;: she is former Jane Read, 
WCAU women’s commentator. 


| Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 


Wee Georgie Wood a hit for Dave 
Martin at Tivoli, Melbourne. 

Sydney newspapers have agreed 
to devote more space to pix news. 

Warner’s “Rhapsody in Blue” is 
doing terrific trade in Sydney for 
Hoyts. 

Arthur Gillespie, Metro’s theatre 
| supervisor, will soon be leaving for 
U. S. visit. - 

“Fantasia” 








(RKO) on fourth re- 


| 
Mr. and Mrs. William L. Batt, Jr., | 


Appeal Censor, succeeding W. S 
Leslie. 

Ealing’s “Overlanders” goes out 
on general nabe release March 21. 


Pic ran six months at Lyceum, 
Sydney. 
Sydney film sporting men _ will 


stage a big sports get-together with 
Melbourne film men this spring, first 
since war. 

Bill Osborne, Monogram manager, 
is making tour of Aussie in company 
with Vic Webb, salesmanager British 
Empire Films. 

Late Stuart F. Doyle’s lavish moto1 
yacht is now being used as a floating 
hotel. Doyle was onetime head of 
Greater Union. 

Bert Snelling, longtime Melbourne 


manager for Greater Union, has re- 


signed to accept job with local air- 
plane company 
RKO’s “Sister Kenny” will debut 
n Sydney soon via Hoyts. Pic will 
ye given special advertising coverage 
via Herbie Hay ward 
Mi a: 
inneapolis 
By Les Rees 
Step Wharton into Augie’s nitery 
Andy's nitery has Low, Hite & 
Stanley 
Curly’s nitery has Three Radio 
Rogues 
Curly’s nitery holding over Radio 
Rogues 
Allan Jones into Hotel Radisson 
Flame Room 


Edyth Bush Little Theatre holding 


over “Double Door.” 

Alec Templeton drew near-capaci 
ty audience at Auditorium 

Adrift in New York in 19th 
week at St. Paul Alverdes nitery 


Margaret Webster scheduled tor 
lecture at Woman’s Club March 18. 


“Papa” Trester and “Screwballs” 
continuing indefinitely at Happy 
Hour. 

Ben Friedman, circuit owner, off 


to Palm Springs, Calif., on pleasure 
jaunt. 

Eddie Ruben, circuit owner, and 
wife, planing to Rio for two months’ 
vacation. 

Duke Ellington orch to play foi 
University of Minnesota senior prom 
April 10. 

Minneapolis Symphony orch back 
from midwinter tour and resuming 


lodal concerts. 
George Miner circuit planning 
third theatre to seat 500 at Chip- 


| pewa Falls, Wis. 


| position to each other in 


Admiralty. | 


| 


| Mexico, 











| vival in Sydney at Savoy is doing | 


| sensational biz. 

May Hollinworth, who runs an 
| indie house in Sydney, is making run 
bid with “Ned Kelly.” 

Russell Hadiey now attached to 


to learn Aussie conditions. _ 

Whitehall Productions will send 
the “Life With Father” company on 
‘tour, commencing in Perth. 


Club here. First meeting this month, 
with Harry Hunter presiding. 





vacation spot just outside Sydney. 


Dan Carroll, head of the Prince 

Edward, Sydnev_ | sr im- 
Pproved fr"’ operation. 

Pr Trinde pias Adelaide | 

e } ry Wre n arrange- 

voli loop. 


| teacher, has 
mwealth 


the Sydney sales office of Paramount | 


‘all around good 


Cedric Adams, WCCO newscaste1 
and Star-Journal columnist, vaca- 
tioning at Miami Beach. 

Mack Triplets heading Hotel Nic- 
ollet Minnesota Terrace floor show 
with Carlos & Linda held over. 

Spike Jones and Tito Guizar op- 
concerts 
at Auditorium and Lyceum last 
week, 

Shriners’ annual indoor circus set 
for Auditorium March 3-8, with Ja- 
cobs’ leopards, the Hannafords, Bell 
Family and others. 

George Granstrom, St. Paul cir- 
cuit owner, back from a vacation in 
bought the estate of the 
late W. A. Steffes. 


Russian picture, “Stone Flower,” | 


presented at University Auditorium 
under school’s visual education de- 
partment sponsorship. 

Irving Deere, MPA special rep- 
resentaiive, here making survey to 
ascertain amount of group support 
for special Saturday matinee of 
Children’s Library of Films. 

Ww Frank, circuit owner and 
film producer, in from Hollywood 
says he has signed Alfred Green 
to direct and Teresa Wright, Wal- 
ter Brennan and Jim Basquette and 
is negotiating for Joel McCrea and 
Walter Huston for his forthcoming 
“Dan Patch,” scripted by John Tain- 
tor Foote. 





Sun Valley 


Darryl Zanucks returning for Hat 
riman races. 

Lawrence (Dillinger) Tierney in 
after eastern p.a.’s for two-week ski- 
scampering. 

WB crew due soon for shots of ski 
champs to be spotted in new “So You 
Want to Ski” short. 

Lowell omas and son guests at 
Lodge with dad airing nightly from 
dining room. 


Dave Camerer, Pic sports ed, on | 


hand for preliminary gander before 
starting “skiing on a budget” article. 

Sec. of Commerce Harriman back 
to D. C. but daughter Kathleen re- 
mains for Olympic tryouts. 

Gary Coopers off to Coast after be- 
ing presented three-star badge for 
sportsmanship at 
farewell party given by Mr. and Mrs. 
William Wyler, Norma Shearer and 
husband and other friends. 


Jerusalem 


Rose Sander, dramatic soprano, 
warbled at two Schubert festivals. 

Pierre Sancan, French composer- 
pianist, appearing here in concert 





| dates. 


Paramount has opened its 25-Year | 


Charles Munro has bought the late | 


5 ' le’s home at Palm Beach, | 
| Stuart Doyle’s | aenamnne 


Shulamith Shafir, 24-year -old 
femme pianist, currently giving 
Palestine recitals and soloing with 
the Philharmonic Orchestra- . 

Impresario Mosh¢ Wallin sle—= 
“Li-La-Lo,” Palestine 
Revue-Theatre to the U. S. Reported 
that a theatre may be built in Tel 
Aviv for the satirical troupe. 

Palestine Philharmonic’s conductor 
George Singer batoned Shostako- 
vich’s Fifth Symphony recently 
while blind pianist Ime Unger was 


Ten features or nroaram 


| Hollywood 


Stuart Heisler laid up with flu. 

Father Flanagan ieft for Omaha. 

Franchot Tone celebrated a birth- 
day. 

Dick Bare laid up with a back in- 
jury, 

Pat O'Brien 
East. 

Mark Stevens trained in from New 
York. 


trained in from the 


Walter Pidgeon bedded by bron- 
chitis 
Betty Hutton sunning at Palm 
Springs. 
Bess Meredyth hospitalized for 
reery 
Allan Hersholt laid up with an ea: 
niectior 
4nn Baxter to San Francisco fo! 
VO \ eel 
Elizabeth Taylor celebrated he 
y! pbirtnda\ 
| l ne Roberts divorced from two 
ce 
Alan Hale starting his 36th year 
as a film actor, 
Nancy Saunders laid up with 
throat infecuon 
Sidney Salkow in town after three 
weeks in Alaska, 
Ann Sothern to Sun Valley fo: 
the winter sports. 
Mivilvn Maxwell back to work 
after a siege of flu. 
Peter O’Crotty in town after an 
alr tour of Alaska. 
Jack Warner gifted Leroy Prinz 


th a new airplane, 
Robert Mitchum 
Florida vacation 

Cliff Almy planed in from Manila 
or his wife’s funeral 

Sid Kramer in from New York for 
studio conferences at RKO 

Kurt Kreuger broke a leg in a ski- 
ing accident at Sun Valley. 

Ben Hecht in from his Oceanside 
home for story conferences, 

Geoffrey Homes to Bass Lake to 
complete a script for RKO. 

Edmund Gwenn hospitalized for 
treatment of an old ailment. 

Isobel Elsom in from Broadway to 
report for work at Eagle-Lion 

Jock MacGregor, British reviewer, 
in from London for a fortnight. 
James R. Grainger to San Fran- 
cisco for Republic sales meetings. 

Hiam Beall’s new car is no longer 
new, after a dispute with a truck 


returned from 


Frank Capra to Dallas for the 
opening of “It’s a Wonderful Life.’ 
Lili. Palmer to Monterey for a 


visit with her spouse, Rex Harrison. 

Claire Trevor in from New York 
vhere she played in “The Big Two.” 

Clinton Anderson, Secretary of 
Agriculture, gandering the Metro 
lot 

Melvyn Douglas, Leonard Picker 
and Boris Morros planed to Mexico 
City 

George Cleveland bedded on his 
Calabasas ranch with an_ injured 
back. 

Marian Rhea checked in at Eagle- 
Lion to handle the fan mag depart- 
ment, 

Tay Garnett back on the job after 
vacationing on his Paso Robles 
ranch 

Robert Ryan taking warbling les- 


sons from Bob Keith, RKO tonsil 
teacher. 
| Maureen O'Hara and Will Price 


| vacationing at 
Springs. 

Kenneth Macgowan reported for 
| work as professor of dramatic arts 
| at UCLA. 

Claude Jarman, Jr., back in town 
|after visiting the old neighbors in 
Tennessee, 

Maud Lamy, “Miss Cinemonde of 
1946.” in from Paris as a guest of 
Paramount. 


e~Arrowhead Hot 


King Kennedy, formerly with 
|Hedda Hopper, opening his own 
ndie flackery 
Milto Sperling lecturing cinema 
students at the University of South- 
el California 


William Reinhold to Mexico Ciiv 
!to install new equipment in the Chu- 
| rubusco studios. 

Marcell Girosi, Italian film exec. 
| guesting with Fritz Lang at Univer- 
sal-International. 

June Haver’s illness caused a shift 
in the shooting schedule of “Scudda 
| Hoo, Scudda Hay.” 

Orson Welles sprained an ankle 
| tripping over a cable on the “Lady 
From Shanghai” set. 

Myer Axler, -head of Twentieth 
| Century Theatres of Canada, gander- 
| ing Warners product. 
| Bill Eythe renting out his North 
| Hollywood home while he moves to 
| the beach for the summer. 
| William Flemion appointed West 
| Coast rep for Favorite Films Corp., 
| with headquarters in Los Angeles. 

Charies Starrett’s illness will de- 
lay shooting of the Durango Kid 





| serie t Columbia for five weeks. 
Lana Turner returned from her 
| Mexican vacation for added scenes 


jin “Green Dolphin Street” at Metro. 
| Bob Hope sustained minor burns 
when his 10-litre Brazilian sombrero 
caught fire on the “Road to Rio” set 
William K. Hollander, advertising 





lchief for Balaban & Katz, heading 
,for a month's vacation at Palm 
Springs 
|} Kenneth MacKenna } “@ from 
1; New York where — 
nerfies far. BASE 
‘ 
8 Montgomery, 
ted Enterprise to puncu 
s old pugilistic pals on we 
1% and Soul” set. 
¢, » MeManus succeeded Mort 
‘Godman as advertising and pub- 
chief for Warner Brothers 
TiW\ectres on the West Coast. 
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“Harvey Stone Wows ‘Em In Rie Cabone Debut {CG Tied | “for the first time since Jimmy Durante charmed 


“, +» Hervey Stone in de) =... Harvey is « forceful comedian... Chir (i Peench «© New York society, enother comic has captured 
came aiong end | eee syn) -— 

knocked W. Y. night- 3 a AS * cage's cafe-geers ond Harvey ere going te be Be: 
life dead." sf : t= 3 St Deal Le Martinique with the ‘swells’ . . . stopping 


; ae on very cozy, indeed.” 2 Be tN 
EARL WILSON ¢: : at ie: ag EE the shew cold.” 
New York Post mm % : aS Disteo 


the carriage trede, Hervey Stene, jamming the 





CHARLIE DAWN Beery ED SULLIVAN 
Chicage Herald-Americen Se Re AY N. ¥. Daily News 
1946 5) of 1946 


“Harvey Stone et the Copacabane, Miomi.. . 
Rice SNe 4 a : “Young Harvey Stone 
who played the swank beoite in the past...he 5.3 pe . ae | Sao is @ refreshing young 

j ty . ‘ ; a BO comedian . . . erig- 


hew to these parts, rates with the other toppers 


1 @ session of yocks from his first : 
tet ARM ‘ : & ee . 3 ' inal and completely 
line to the blow off .. . the freshest comedian 4 : ee ‘ Re TE inoflensive.” 
to hit this comedy jaded town in yeors .. . ule , f i ee if Bene th ot Mi ; 7 4 : f LOUIS SOBOL 
strained delivery got every giggle our of the , = a, e 4 é : | ks mee, N.Y. Journel-Americon 


jammed room.” 
VARIETY 








» eae lle 
“Harvey Stone is the 7 ; 
most welcome new 
addition to our night 
life.” 


PAUL M. BRUNN 
Miami Morning Ster 
1947 


Pd 
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ee Be 
Open Letter To 
HARVEY STONE: 
Dear Harvey— 
Last night you were sensational at the Chan- 
— yy’ we know why the New York, Florida 
. L. audiences were acciaiming you the 7& a 4 tad’ gaa ae (oo aaa 
nation's neweet c ly star. The Chanticleer eh é ine Wt Ant aS Hervey Stone... returned to La Martinique, 
es pleasure recommendi to its ae, WR - * mM 
patrons as a comic really cncily coating. ~ Nae Wesvey Seas ee ZA; «New York, to one of the most spontaneously 
The Chanticleer. 4 ie, mere z me 
P. S:: This Is the irs time we have ever gone ae ae i) Root was py sone it ates enthusiastic receptions given @ new nitery star 
our on or an artist, but there is al- : “ he Be bY sational “ee at % pe ee ds } 
ways @ first pn ye this is it. Be hs Oe om isa very funny se 7 eee in yeors.. . Stone makes the club's new fall 
r) vertisement in ee Pe ey : © 4 pies, be 
Ths Baltimore Sun RR ex. ee. cee ha ee show @ sure-form of insurance against that oft- 
om Evening American ‘. ; Sire ei fe repeated nitery slump.” 





VARIETY 


* ere} a et ne 


tinues his dizzy climb 
to stardom... @ 


CAPITOL, New York 


2nd RETURN ENGAGEMENT 


Ralph Blank at the Piano WEE xclusive Management: M.C:A. Artists, Ltd. 
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